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Dear Pomona Families and Students,

Welcome to the 2025-2026 school year! I am excited to extend a warm welcome to both our returning families and those joining us
for the first time. As we begin this new academic year, we remain deeply committed to building a community grounded in academic
excellence, critical thinking, and a culture of kindness.

As the proud Principal of Pomona Middle School for the past three years, I have had the privilege of witnessing the growth,
strength, and resilience of our students and staff. This year, our schoolwide focus will be on strengthening critical thinking skills
and fostering academic structure across all classrooms. Our goal is to empower students to become thoughtful learners,
courageous advocates for change, and responsible members of our community.

To support this vision, we will continue to prioritize a safe, structured, and respectful learning environment. This year, Pomona will
be implementing full enforcement of the New York State policy prohibiting personal electronic devices during school hours. All
students will be assigned a designated locker and a combination lock, which must be used to secure all electronic devices and any
other non-essential materials at the start of each day. Lockers and lock combinations must not be shared to ensure the safety of all
belongings.

Additionally, every day will begin with our WIN period (What I Need), where students will engage in targeted literacy and math
instruction using the i-Ready platform. This dedicated time is essential to building foundational skills and ensuring that all
students receive personalized support for growth and success.

Our dedicated teachers, support staff, and administrative team are fully committed to ensuring a positive, productive, and engaging
year for every student. We are excited about the opportunities ahead and look forward to partnering with families to help our
students thrive both academically and personally.

Thank you for your continued support, and I look forward to a successful and inspiring school year together.



A few reminders:

Arrival
e Students will enter through the Main entrance of the school and assemble in the auditorium
e Breakfast is available in the cafeteria from 8:40 am-9:00 am
e Instruction begins promptly at 9:05am
e  Our student attendance goal is 97% this year; therefore, students must attend school daily for continuous improvement.
Students who attend school regularly have been shown to achieve at higher levels than students who do not have regular

attendance.

Expectations

e Come to school with an expectation to learn each day and with the necessary tools and positive outlook for learning; visit
our website to obtain the supply list

e Continue to use the chromebook, and each student is responsible for bringing their device charged daily

e Actively engage by completing all assignments/projects

e Turn off cell phones and hand-held electronic devices, including cords and “earbuds” and store them in your locker during
the instructional day. Hand held electronic devices and cell phones in use or in plain sight during the instructional day will
be confiscated until a parent / guardian arrives to pick it up, or at the end of the school year. The East Ramapo Central
School District assumes no responsibility for lost or damaged cell phones or hand-held electronic devices.

e Abide by the District Code of Conduct

e Respect yourself, others and property

Dismissal
e At 3:40 pm students are dismissed to their bus/ pick up. All students must immediately report to their bus/ pick up/ or
afterschool club at that time.
e  Once buses pull off any students who miss their assigned bus at that time must be picked up by a parent or guardian.
e Itis imperative that these procedures are followed for the safety of our students.

Parent Portal
e  Follow the directions below on how to set up your portal account.
o If you have done so already, set up an account on the parent portal which can be found on our website:

o To create a new account/ access an existing account:: https:/esdparentportal.lhric.org/

“You can view your student’s schedule, school counselor, progress reports, and report cards on the portal. Instructions to create an

account can be found on the districl website al hilps:/ www.ercsd.org/Page/10224 ~ This includes videos and instructions

printable in 3 languages. For help, please email ER-Data@ercsd.org. Once you have created an account, you can access it at
ps://esdparentportal.lhric.org.”

Thank you for your support. We appreciate you and your commitment to our children’s academic success.

Warm Regards,
Taren Washington-Peterson
Pomona Principal
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Estimadas familias y estudiantes de Pomona:

iBienvenidos al afo escolar 2025-2026! Me complace dar una calida bienvenida tanto a las familias que regresan como a quienes se unen por
primera vez. Al comenzar este nuevo afio académico, mantenemos nuestro firme compromiso con la construccion de una comunidad basada en la
excelencia académica, el pensamiento critico y una cultura de amabilidad.

Como directora de la Escuela Intermedia Pomona durante los ultimos tres afios, he tenido el privilegio de presenciar el crecimiento, la fortaleza y
la resiliencia de nuestros estudiantes y personal. Este aflo, nuestro enfoque escolar se centrara en fortalecer las habilidades de pensamiento critico y
fomentar la estructura académica en todas las aulas. Nuestro objetivo es empoderar a los estudiantes para que se conviertan en estudiantes
reflexivos, valientes promotores del cambio y miembros responsables de nuestra comunidad.

Para apoyar esta vision, seguiremos priorizando un entorno de aprendizaje seguro, estructurado y respetuoso. Este afio, Pomona implementara
plenamente la politica del Estado de Nueva York que prohibe el uso de dispositivos electronicos personales durante el horario escolar. A todos los
estudiantes se les asignara un casillero y un candado con combinacion, que deberan usar para guardar todos los dispositivos electronicos y
cualquier otro material no esencial al comienzo de cada dia. No se deben compartir los casilleros ni las combinaciones de los candados para
garantizar la seguridad de todas las pertenencias.

Ademas, cada dia comenzara con nuestro periodo WIN (Lo que Necesito), donde los estudiantes participaran en instruccion especifica de
lectoescritura y matematicas utilizando la plataforma i-Ready. Este tiempo dedicado es esencial para desarrollar habilidades fundamentales y
garantizar que todos los estudiantes reciban apoyo personalizado para su crecimiento y éxito.

Nuestro dedicado profesorado, personal de apoyo y equipo administrativo estan totalmente comprometidos a garantizar un afio positivo,
productivo y motivador para cada estudiante. Nos entusiasman las oportunidades que se avecinan y esperamos colaborar con las familias para
ayudar a nuestros estudiantes a prosperar tanto académica como personalmente.

Gracias por su continuo apoyo y espero que tengamos un afio escolar exitoso e inspirador juntos.

Algunos recordatorios:

Llegada

El desayuno estd disponible en la cafeteria de 8:40 a 9:00 horas.
La instruccion comienza puntualmente a las 9:05 am




durante la jornada escolar. Los dispositivos electronicos portdtiles y los teléfonos celulares en uso o a la vista durante la jornada

escolar serdan confiscados hasta que un padre/tutor llegue a recogerlos o al final del afio escolar. El Distrito Escolar Central de East

Ramapo no se responsabiliza por la pérdida o daiio de teléfonos celulares o dispositivos electronicos portdtiles.
Cumplir con el Codigo de Conducta del Distrito
Respétate a ti mismo, a los demds y a la propiedad.

Despido

® A las 15:40, los estudiantes se dirigen a su autobus o punto de recogida. Todos los estudiantes deben presentarse inmediatamente en
/ n ¥ 1 n ¥ r hor

®  Una vez que los autobuses parten, cualquier estudiante que pierda su autobus asignado en ese momento deberd ser recogido por un

O  Siyalo ha hecho, cree una cuenta en el portal para padres que se puede encontrar en nuestro sitio web:
O Para crear una nueva cuenta/acceder a una cuenta existente: https://esdparentportal.lhric.org/

Gracias por su apoyo. Apreciamos su apoyo y su compromiso con el éxito académico de nuestros hijos.

Un cordial saludo

Taren Washington-Peterson

Director de Pomona




