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Why are we here?

 The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires that 
each Title I school hold an annual meeting of Title I 
families in order to:

• inform you of your school’s participation in Title I,

• explain the requirements of Title I, and

• explain your rights as parents and family members to be involved.
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What will I learn?

 What is a Title I school?

 What are my rights?

 What can Title I funds be used for?

 How does our school use Title I 
funds?

 What is the SIP?

 What are our schoolwide program 
goals?

 How is parent and family 
engagement funded?

 What is the Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy?

 What is the School-Parent Compact?

 What curriculum does our school 
use?

 What tests will my child be taking?

 How can I be involved?

 Who can I contact for help?
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What is a Title I school?

 Title I was passed in 1965 under the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA). It is the largest federal assistance program 
for our nation’s schools. 

 Title I schools receive extra funding (Title I dollars) from the 
federal government. These dollars are used to:

• identify students experiencing academic difficulties and provide assistance to 
help these students;

• purchase additional staff, programs, materials, and/or supplies; and

• conduct parent and family engagement meetings, trainings, events, and/or 
activities.
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What are my rights?

 The families and parents of Title I students have a right, by 
law, to:

• be involved in decisions made at both the school and district level;

• be provided with information on your child’s level of achievement on 
tests in reading/language arts, writing, mathematics, and science;

• request and receive information on the qualifications of your child’s 
teacher by contacting Dr. Michael Morris; 

• request opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and 
to participate, as appropriate, in decisions about the education of your 
child. The school is required to respond to any such suggestions as soon 
as practicably possible.
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What can Title I funds be used for?

 In general, Title I funds may be used for:
• smaller class sizes,

• additional teachers and paraprofessionals,

• additional training for school staff,

• extra time for instruction (before and/or after school programs),

• parent and family engagement activities, and/or

• a variety of supplemental teaching materials, equipment, and technology.

6



How does our school use Title I funds?

 In 2024, our school was allotted approximately $155,500.00 in 
Title I funding.

 We developed a Schoolwide Program, which means we plan to 
spend our funds on the following:

• Program Enhancements

• Curriculum Resources

• Materials for PBL

• Teacher Professional Development
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What is the SIP?

 The SIP is the School Improvement Plan. It includes:
• the identification of the school planning team and how they will be engaged in the planning 

process;

• a needs assessment and summary of academic and non-academic data;

• prioritized goals, strategies, and action steps to help address the academic and non-academic needs 
of students;

• teacher and staff professional development needs; and

• budgets and the coordination of resources.

 The school must include family representatives on our school planning team.

8



What are our schoolwide program 
goals?

• Ensure that all information related to school and family programs, meetings, and 
other activities is published in both English and Spanish; posted on the school 
website; and included in the monthly school newsletter for all families.

• Provide monthly trainings for staff during their planning periods on strategies to 
improve communication with families and ideas to increase family engagement in 
reading and math for our students outside of the classroom. Staff will also share 
promising practices during regularly scheduled faculty meetings.

• Partner with early childhood programs, middle and high schools, college and 
programs (as applicable) to help prepare parents and their children for successful 
school transitioning.

• Communicate with all families and the community on a regular basis regarding 
schoolwide events and activities, through phone messages, our website, social media, 
and flyers.
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How is parent and family engagement 
funded?

 Any district with a Title I allocation exceeding $500,000 is required by law 
to set aside 1% of its Title I allocation for parent and family engagement.

 Of that 1%, 10% may be reserved at the district for system-wide initiatives 
related to parent and family engagement.  The remaining 90% must be 
allocated to all Title I schools in the district.

 You, as Title I parents and family members, have the right to be involved 
in how this money is spent.
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How is parent and family engagement 
funded?

 In 2024, we received approximately $2,500 in parent and family engagement 
funding. We plan to use these funds for:

• Parent and Family Engagement Meeting and Events

• School-Compact

• Family Engagement Plan
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What is a Parent and Family Engagement 
Policy?
 These plans address how the district and school will implement the parent and 

family engagement requirements of ESSA.  Components should include:
• how parents and families can be involved in decision-making and activities; 

• how parent and family engagement funds are being used;

• how information and training will be provided to families; and 

• how the school will build capacity in families and staff for strong parent and family engagement.

 You, as a Title I parent or family member, have the right to be involved in the 
development of these plans.
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What is a Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy?
 The district Parent and Family Engagement Policy can be found here:

• www.jmcss.org 

 The school Parent and Family Engagement Policy will be shared Sept. 2, 2025. In 
addition, the policy can be found here:

• jasasteam.jmcss.org
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What is a School-Parent Compact?

 A school-parent compact is a written commitment that outlines how the 
entire school community – teachers, families, and students will share the 
responsibility for improved academic achievement.

 The compact must describe how the school will:
• provide high-quality curriculum and instruction;

• hold parent-teacher conferences, annually in elementary schools; 

• provide parents with reports on their child’s progress;

• provide parents reasonable access to staff. 

• provide parents opportunities to volunteer; and

• ensure regular two-way meaningful communication between family members and staff, to the 
extent practicable, in a language family members can understand.

 You, as a Title I parent or family member, have the right to be involved in the 
development of the compact.
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What curriculum does our school use?
What Is Schoology?
• A Learning Management System that allows teachers to…
• Administer online curriculum materials.
• Track and report student data and information.
• Deliver online instruction within a blended classroom environment.
• Teachers focus on…
• Increasing student engagement & provide deeper digital experiences
• Providing opportunities for communication and collaboration.
• Assigning and collecting work electronically.
• Engage with learning materials and the school community inside and outside of the classroom.
• Safe and monitored teacher/administrator/parent online environment.
 The Tennessee Academic Standards provide a common set of expectations for what students will 

know and be able to do at the end of a grade for each subject area. 
 Tennessee's academic standards form the framework for everything taught at Jackson Academic 

STEAM Academy.
 For more information about Tennessee’s academic standards, see:

https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/education/instruction/academic-standards.html 
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What tests will my child be taking?

 See district testing calendar found at 
https://www.jmcss.org/departments/assessment
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What is parent and family engagement?

 Family engagement is a shared responsibility in which schools and 
other community agencies and organizations are committed to reaching 
out to engage families in meaningful ways and in which families are 
committed to actively supporting their children's learning and 
development.

 Family engagement is continuous across a child’s life and entails 
enduring commitment but changing family roles as children mature into 
young adulthood.

 Effective family engagement cuts across and reinforces learning in the 
multiple settings where children learn – at home, in pre-kindergarten 
programs, in school, in after-school programs, in faith-based institutions, 
and in the community.
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How can I be involved?

 We need you! Research has proven that family engagement in education has more 
impact on student achievement than any other factor.

 To get involved with the SIP, please contact Dr. Michael Morris, Principal, at 
mbmorris@jmcss.org.

 To get involved with the Parent and Family Engagement Policy, please contact 
Frenchie Fuller, Federal Programs Advisor.

 To get involved with the School Parent Compact, please contact Frenchie Fuller, 
Federal Programs Advisor at 731-215-2444.
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