
  
THE WINDS 

JANUARY 28, 2026 
  
IMPORTANT DATES 
Feb 1-28​ Read-a-Thon 
Feb. 2-6​ National School Counseling Week 
Feb. 4​ ​ Grade 5 Band Concert, 6:30 p.m. (Front Gym) 
Feb. 6​ ​ Read-a-Thon Cozy Up With A Book PJ Day 
Feb. 11​​ Deephaven Leaders in Action, 2:45-3:45 p.m. 
Feb. 16​​ No School - Presidents’ Day 
District Calendar 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK  
Read-a-Thon starts February 1! Please see the PTA Pulse for more details. 
 
No School Monday, February 16 - Presidents Day 
 
Spring Conferences – Conferences will be held on Thursday, March 5, from 3:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. (in person) and 
on Friday, March 6, from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. (virtually). Our goal is to have all our parents participate. You will 
be receiving an email on Wednesday, February 18 at 5 p.m. with instructions on how to sign up for 
conferences. Please work directly with your child’s teacher if you would like to meet in person on Friday. The 
deadline to sign up for conferences/make changes is Wednesday, March 4 at 4 p.m.  
 
Tips to make afternoon pick-up move a little faster. 

1.​ Quickly help your child into the car.  Teach them how to buckle up and be ready to go. 
2.​ Pull down to the stop sign and your child will come to you.   
3.​ Wait in the line.  Parking in a spot and walking across the pickup lane to grab your child creates a 

backup when you cross over, and again when you back your car out. 
 
Preschool Open House 
Do you have a student who will be 33 months-pre-Kindergarten this fall? Join us for the Minnetonka Preschool 
Open House on Saturday, January 31, 2026 from 9:30-11:30 am at the Minnetonka Community Education 
Center. You’ll have a chance to meet the teachers, tour classrooms, ask questions and attend an info session. 
Registration for the 2026-27 school year opens on Thursday, February 5 at 7:30 am. View the catalog. Learn 
more. 
  
Explorers Childcare Registration 
Explorers offers school aged childcare for children in grades K-5 and Junior Explorers offers preschool childcare 
for children ages 3-5. School-aged Explorers is offered before and after school and on non-school days. Junior 
Explorers offers all day care from 6:30 AM–6 PM. During the summer, childcare is offered for children 33 
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months through incoming 5th grade from 7 AM-6 PM. Registration for Summer 2026 and School Year 2026-27 
will open as follows: 

●​ Summer 2026 Juniors & K-5 Explorers opens on February 11 at 8 AM 
●​ School Year 2026-27 Junior Explorers opens on February 5 at 7:30 AM 
●​ School Year 2026-27 K–5 Explorers opens:  

○​ Tuesday, March 10 at 7 PM for Clear Springs and Scenic Heights 
○​ Wednesday, March 11 at 7 PM for Deephaven and Groveland 
○​ Thursday, March 12 at 7 PM for Excelsior and Minnewashta  

  
Summer Minnetonka Community Ed Youth & Adult Programs 
The Minnetonka Community Education Summer 2026 Catalog is packed with exciting opportunities for all ages 
to learn, connect and grow. 
Mark your calendar! Registration opens Tuesday, February 10 at 8 AM. Click here to view the catalog. 
 
Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) Building Representative can be contacted at any time if you have 
questions or would like a connection within the building. Please reach out to Morgan Minich, 
morgroberts@gmail.com.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CHARACTER STRONG 
We all experience challenges in our lives and have moments when we feel like we can’t do it or that we want 
to give up. We need to develop tools that help us work through those challenges and grow instead of giving 
up. The theme this month is perseverance, defined as pushing yourself to work through challenges and 
obstacles. Students will be learning about goal setting and how to work towards larger goals. Each grade level 
has a different area of focus about perseverance. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SUPPORTING READING AT HOME 
Build Phonemic Awareness 

●​ Sound Games: Play games that involve recognizing and manipulating sounds in words. For example, ask 
your child to identify the first sound in a word or to come up with words that rhyme. 

●​ Nursery Rhymes: Recite and sing nursery rhymes together to develop early literacy skills. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
PTA PULSE 
Read-a-thon: February 1 - 24 The Read-A-Thon kicks off this Sunday, February 1! As our school’s largest 
fundraiser, the Read-A-Thon supports so many important programs including field trips, teacher grants, STEM 
events, new library books, and educational apps like IXL and Lexia—and so much more. Last year we had above 
90% participation - can’t wait to see what we achieve in 2026! Our goal this year is $50,000. We can reach it if 
each participant raises just $72—every contribution truly makes a difference! 
  
How to Participate: Register your student in PledgeStar. Students that enter 5 donation/pledge requests by 
2/7 through PledgeStar win a fidget and enter a raffle to win a fun toy. Thank you for supporting our readers 
and our school—we can’t wait to get started! 
  
Dream Makers Donations: Thank You - thank you for all the participation in our Dream Makers PJ day, our 
school raised $990 to contribute to the mission of the Minnetonka Foundation. 
  

Community Care - During this time, we want families to know that support is available. ICA is a trusted 
resource for families who need immediate assistance, including food and essential needs. At school, the 
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Deephaven Elementary PTA is focused on supporting students during the school day, helping ensure kids have 
what they need to feel comfortable, cared for, and ready to learn. 

https://www.minnetonkaschools.org/schools/elementary/dh/parents/pta

