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k-5 Reading Language Arts Exploring Art: The Beauty We See

Dear Family Member,

In this unit, students will be introduced to artists from different time periods, countries, and cultures.

What's the story?

Students will learn about art and some of the ways in which artists have explored and understood
the world around them. "Every child is an artist," said Picasso, meaning that every child uses art to
explore and understand the world around them, too.

What will my student learn?

The unit provides a broad overview of art. Students will then learn different kinds of art and
artwork, ranging from pottery made by ancient civilizations to modern physical installations through
which people can walk. They will also learn about collage, sculpture, and various forms of painting,
including landscape and portraits. They will explore the many different things that inspire artists,
including people, personal experiences, the world around us, plants, animals, and religious faith and
texts like the Book of Genesis. They will see a true variety, with paintings from Renaissance masters
like da Vinci as well as modern masters like Matisse, Van Gogh, and Kahlo, and even great portraits
of U.S. presidents. As they explore different artists and artistic traditions, students will develop their
ideas about how humans are connected to each other and to the world around them.

Students will have opportunities to apply what they are learning through hands-on art extensions
that provide a fun way for students to learn about making different kinds of art. They will also begin
learning research and inquiry skills throughout this unit, identifying questions they would like to
explore to learn more about art. Students will gather information that answers their questions, and
they will share that information in a class book. Students will also be guided through the writing
process in preparation for creating the class book.

Conversation starters

Ask your student questions about the unit to promote discussion and continued learning;:
1. What are some different kinds of art?

Follow up: What materials are used in making these kinds of art? Who are some artists
who have made this kind of art?

2. Whatis a portrait?
Follow up: Who are some people who often appear in portraits?

3. What are the steps in making pottery?
Follow up: How have people made pottery in different time periods?

4. You've been learning about how different artists connect their art to the world around
them. What are some ways artists do this?
Follow up: What are tools from nature that artists use? What are some things from
nature that artists show in their work?





