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1.1

Dear Family Member,

Over the next several days, your student will be learning about different ways they 
can serve others by helping out at home, at school, and in their community. Today, we 
began this unit by reading a story about versions of the Golden Rule. Students also 
learned about the phrases “Do unto others as you would have done unto you” and “Love 
your neighbor as yourself” and their biblical origins. This gives the student background 
knowledge that will be useful for later studies in literature and history. Over the next 
week, students will start hearing stories about how to put the Golden Rule into action by 
helping at home, at school, and in their neighborhoods. The focus will be on being a good 
community member by showing kindness and helping others.

Below are some suggestions for activities that you may do at home to reinforce what 
your student is learning about serving their community.

1.	 Words to Use

Below is a list of some of the words that your student will use and learn about from the 
stories. Try to use these words as they come up in everyday speech with your student.

•	 community—Our community is working together to clean the park.
•	 responsibilities—The teacher has many responsibilities. 
•	 kindness—She showed the new student kindness by giving her a tour of the 

school.

2.	 Sayings and Phrases

Your student will learn the well-known saying of the Golden Rule, “Do unto others 
as you would have done unto you.” Have your student draw this saying with crayons 
and paper. Remind your student of the importance of treating everyone the way they 
themselves want to be treated. 

3.	 Draw Ways to Help at Home

Have your student draw pictures of different ways they can help at home. Turn this into 
a game by having the student mark off the pictures of the chores they complete. When 
your student completes all the chores, do a cheer with them! 
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4.	 Read Aloud Each Day 

Set aside time to read to your student each day. The local library has many books on 
community helpers. Be sure to praise your student whenever they share what is learned at 
school.
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6.2

Dear Family Member,

Over the next several days, your student will be learning about a variety of 
professions in your community whose purpose is to serve others. We started today, 
establishing vocabulary and providing an example of service to others with the ancient 
story of the Good Samaritan. Students will continue to learn about different jobs in the 
community that are focused on helping others. Students will learn about those serving 
others by working in our schools, working as first responders, serving in the military, and 
by serving others by being a business owner.  

Below are some suggestions for activities that you may do at home to reinforce what 
your student is learning about community helpers.

1.	 Words to Use

Below is a list of some of the words that your student will use and learn about from the 
stories. Try to use these words as they come up in everyday speech with your student.

•	 dedicated—The dedicated teachers worked after school to plan activities for 
their students.

•	 responders—The first responders were dispatched to the emergency.
•	 veterans—After serving in the military, veterans are celebrated each year on 

Veterans Day.

2.	 Thank-You Cards

Have your student show appreciation for those who help them by writing a thank-you 
card. Discuss the subject and the message, and add a picture to illustrate the message. 
Consider writing thank-you cards for community helpers and delivering or mailing to the 
recipients.

3.	 Read Aloud Each Day 

Set aside time to read to your student each day. The local library has many books on 
community helpers. Be sure to praise your student whenever they share what is learned 
at school.
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