
BETHEL SCHOOLS

DUAL 
LANGUAGE
PROGRAM

Mission and Vision
Empowering students to achieve bilingual 
proficiency, sociocultural competence, and 
academic excellence while preserving cultural 
heritage and building a community where 
every learning feels valued.

Envisioning a world where every language 
and culture is celebrated, where unity and 
belonging inspire every learner to reach their 
full potential.

“We look to center our work on the 
outcome of creating BSD graduates 
who are College and Career Ready.”

–Office of the Superintendent

Thompson Elementary School
Arturo Gonzalez, Principal
253.800.5800

Spanaway Middle School
Sarah Sunday, Principal
253.800.5400

Spanaway Lake High School
Susie Askew, Principal
253.800.5600

CONTACT INFO

Bethel School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the 
basis of sex, race, ethnicity, color, religion, creed, national origin, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, gender expression, homelessness, immigration or citizenship 
status, disability, neurodivergence, the use of a trained dog guide or service animal, 
age, and honorably discharged veteran or military status and provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees 
have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged 
discrimination: Civil Rights Compliance / Gender-Inclusive Schools Coordinator, 
Debbie Carlman, dcarlman@ bethelsd.org, 253.800.2019; Title IX Coordinator, Mel 
Boyd, mboyd@bethelsd.org, 253.800.2029; and 504 Coordinator, Melissa 
Munson-Merritt, mmunsonmer@bethelsd.org, 253.800.2301.  All individuals may be 
reached at this address: 516 176th Street East, Spanaway, WA 98387. Title IX 
inquiries may also be directed toward the U.S. Department of Education, Office for 
Civil Rights (OCR).  Information about the nondiscrimination and sex-based 
discrimination policies and grievance procedures, and how to report a concern or 
complaint: bethelsd.org. 

El Distrito Escolar de Bethel no discrimina en sus programas ni actividades por 
motivos de sexo, raza, etnia, color, religión, credo, nacionalidad, orientación sexual, 
expresión o identidad de género, falta de hogar, estatus migratorio o de ciudadanía, 
discapacidad, neurodiversidad, uso de perro guía entrenado o animal de servicio, 
edad, condición de veterano o militar con baja honorable. Asimismo, ofrece 
igualdad de acceso a los Boy Scouts y a otros grupos juveniles especificados. Los 
siguientes empleados han sido designados para atender consultas y quejas de 
supuesta discriminación: Cumplimiento de los Derechos Civiles/Coordinadora 
Escolar de Inclusión de Género, Debbie Carlman, dcarlman@bethelsd.org, 
253.800.2019; Coordinador del Título IX, Mel Boyd, mboyd@bethelsd.org, 
253.800.2029; y Coordinadora 504, Melissa Munson-Merritt, 
mmunsonmer@bethelsd.org, 253.800.2301. Todas las personas pueden ser 
localizadas en esta dirección 516 176th Street East, Spanaway, WA 98387.  Las 
consultas sobre el Título IX también pueden dirigirse a la Oficina de Derechos 
Civiles (OCR) del Departamento de Educación de los Estados Unidos.  Para más 
información sobre las políticas de no discriminación y discriminación por razón de 
sexo, los procedimientos de reclamación, y sobre cómo comunicar una 
preocupación o queja visite: www.bethelsd.org.



Enrollment
Enrollment is available at Thompson 
Elementary, Spanaway Middle School, and 
Spanaway Lake High School. Priority is given 
to qualified Multilingual Learners within 
school boundaries, with additional space 
offered to other applicants based on 
availability and Spanish language proficiency.

The Dual Language Program 
provides students with a rigorous 

and enriching educational 
experience that promotes 

academic excellence, 
bilingualism, and cross-cultural 

understanding. Students develop 
high levels of proficiency in both 

Spanish and English while 
gaining the multicultural 

competence needed to succeed 
in a global society.

Benefits of Dual Language 
Immersion

“Being bilingual and biliterate has shaped my 
identity in both English and Spanish.”  –Student

“It’s opened doors to new opportunities I never 
imagined.”  –Student

“At home and at school, I get to navigate two 
languages – and that gives me more options for 
the future.”  –Student

“In the classroom, I see students growing 
confidence as they develop literacy in both 
languages.”  –Teacher

“We’re not just teaching Spanish – we’re helping 
students dream big across both English and 
Spanish worlds.”  –Teacher

Program Type and Model

Thompson Elementary, Spanaway Middle 
School, and Spanaway Lake High School 
proudly offer a Two-Way Dual Language 
Program in English and Spanish, using the 
80/20 model. Students begin with 80% of 
instruction in Spanish and 20% in English, 
gradually reaching a 50/50 balance. The 
program supports both Spanish and English 
speakers, building bilingualism, biliteracy, and 
cultural competence while promoting academic 
excellence. This TK-10 pathway prepares 
students for success in a multilingual, globally 
connected world.

Learn more at
bethelsd.org/programs/spanish-dual-language-immersion

Assessment of New Incoming Students
New students entering the Dual Language 
program beyond 1st grade will undergo an 
evaluation of their Spanish proficiency using 
the ENIL assessment tool. In addition to this, 
students will participate in an interview 
conducted by Dual Language staff, which will  
include a series of questions designed to 
further assess language skills and proficiency.


