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This guide is designed to explain the basic requirements for successful steps sixth through
eighth grades plus give the tools to prepare for a smooth transition into high school. Each
middle school has developed its own extracurricular portion of the catalog that is
appropriate for that campus. Because of enrollment differences and student individuality,
each campus may have some differences in these course offerings.




Sixth Grade Course Description Guide

Advanced Courses:

Students will be placed in advanced courses based on student achievement and individual student
data.

e Advanced Language Arts (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)

e  Advanced Mathematics (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)

Courses:
Language Arts: In this course, students will receive instruction in the following critical areas:

reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language use. Grade specific skills increase with
difficulty to help ensure that students gain adequate mastery of a range of skills and application.

Mathematics: In this course, students will receive instruction in the following critical areas: ratios
and proportional relationships, the number system, expressions and equations, geometry, statistics
and probability. Grade specific skills increase with difficulty to help ensure that students gain
adequate mastery of a range of skills and application.

6'" Grade History: This course provides the foundational skills for students to become
productive citizens who understand and take part in a diverse world. In addition to gaining a
better understanding of geography and civics, students will gain critical thinking and
interpersonal skills while learning sociohistorical contexts through informational and literary
texts.

Integrated Science/Health: Sixth grade science builds upon concepts introduced in kindergarten
through the fifth grade. Students will explore structure and function in living systems, populations
and ecosystems, diversity and adaptations of organisms, earth’s history, the structure of the earth’s
system, earth’s place in the solar system, and other physical sciences. As an inquiry-based science,
an emphasis is placed on the ability to ask questions, observe, experiment, measure, problem solve
and reason, and use the tools of science to gather data and communicate findings. Common Core
literacy skills will be embedded in the science curriculum.

Cyber Foundations I: Information and Communication Technology is an innovative
instructional program that prepares students to effectively use technology in learning,
communication, and life. Students will study interpersonal and self-directional skills; basic
technology operation and concepts; social, ethical, and human issues in technology; technology
communication tools; technology resource tools; multimedia presentation applications; word
processing applications; spreadsheet applications; and design applications.




Seventh Grade Course Description Guide

Advanced Courses:

Students will be placed in advanced courses based on student achievement and individual student
data.
e Advanced Language Arts (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)
e Advanced Mathematics
o 7" Grade compacted Mathematics (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)
o 8" Grade compacted Math/Algebra I (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)

Courses:

Language Arts: Seventh grade language arts places emphasis on the continuing development of
communication skills. In this course, students will build on previous knowledge, expanding the
depth and scope of their abilities, purposes, and audience. Students will learn to understand
differing points of view, distinguish between fact and opinion, become more adept language users
by participating in classroom discussions, and learn appropriate group communication skills.
Students will plan, draft, revise, and edit narratives, descriptions, and explanations with attention
to composition and style, as well as sentence formation, usage, and mechanics. Particular attention
is given to word choice, organization, grammar, and spelling in the context of meaningful
activities. Students will also read and gather information from a variety of sources appropriate
for adolescents, including classic literature, contemporary novels, technological sources, and
interdisciplinary themes. Students will be challenged to develop individual and collaborative skills
through participation in independent and group activities in a positive, risk-taking environment.
Students will reflect on their processes and growth in language arts through self, peer, and teacher
evaluation.

Mathematics: This course is designed to prepare students for 8th Grade Math. According to the
Standards, critical areas that will be addressed include ratios and proportional relationships, the
number system, expressions and equations, geometry, and statistics and probability. A variety of
problem-solving techniques, real world applications, and technology are used when exploring
these concepts.

7" Grade Compacted Mathematics: This course is designed to prepare students for 8th Grade
Compacted Math/Algebra I. This course includes all of the 7th Grade Math content, as well as
roughly the first half of the 8th Grade Math content. Because of the pace and depth of the course
content, it is recommended that students enrolling in this class have demonstrated deep
understanding of the mathematical content and flexible problem-solving skills in their prior course
work. This course earns 1 Carnegie Unit toward Graduation.

8th Grade Compacted Math/Algebra I: This course is designed to prepare students for Geometry
and Algebra II. The course includes roughly the second half of the 8th Grade Math content, as well
as all of the content for Algebra I. Because of the pace and depth of the course content, it is
recommended that students enrolling in this class have demonstrated deep understanding of the
mathematical content and flexible problem-solving skills in their prior course work. This course
earns 1 Carnegie Unit toward graduation.




7th Grade History: This course surveys the evolution of society through the ancient civilizations
of the Nile River Valley, China, Indus River Valley, Greece, and Rome. courses provide a survey
of the evolution of society. By studying the rise and fall of these civilizations, students connect
legacies of the ancient world to successive societies. This course includes the study of the five
ancient religions as well as an introduction to the Medieval and Renaissance eras of Europe.

Integrated Science/Health: Seventh grade science builds upon science concepts introduced from
kindergarten through the sixth grade. Students will compare and contrast structure and function in
living systems, explore the processes of the reproduction and heredity of organisms, determine
how organisms co-exist in their environment, explore how environmental factors of population
influence the formation of an ecosystem, examine the survival strategies of organisms over many
generations, explore the composition and changes of the Earth system, explain the causes of lunar
phases, eclipses, and Earth seasons, and investigate the chemical and physical properties of matter.
As an inquiry-based science, emphasis is placed on the ability of students to ask questions, observe,
experiment, measure, solve problems, reason, use the tools of science, gather data, and
communicate findings.




Eighth Grade Course Description Guide

Advanced Courses:

Students will be placed in advanced courses based on student achievement and individual student
data.
e Advanced Language Arts (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)
Advanced 8" Grade Mathematics (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)
8™ Grade Compacted Math/Algebra (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)
Geometry (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)
Biology (enrollment prerequisite listed on choice sheet)

Courses:

Language Arts: Eighth grade language arts is designed to involve the student in applying reading,
writing, listening, speaking, and observation skills in an independent manner through meaningful
interdisciplinary tasks and assignments. Emphasis is placed on moving from the literal to the
abstract in the student’s critical thinking skills and in the use of language. The student will become
a skillful interpreter of the persuasive strategies used in the mass media. Refinement in grammar
and spelling skills will be demonstrated in written composition, word choice, organization, and
style. Students will also read and gather information from a variety of sources appropriate for
adolescents, including classic literature, contemporary novels, technological sources, and
interdisciplinary themes. Students will continue to develop an appreciation for literature through
the study of literary elements in classic and contemporary settings. Students will be challenged to
develop individual and collaborative skills through participation in independent and group
activities in a positive, risk-taking environment. Students will reflect on their processes and growth
in reading through self, peer, and teacher evaluation.

Mathematics: This course is designed to prepare students for Algebra I. According to the
Standards, critical areas that will be addressed include the number system, expressions and
equations, functions, geometry, and statistics and probability. A variety of problem-solving
techniques, real world applications, and technology are used when exploring these concepts. This
course earns 1 Carnegie Unit toward graduation.

8th Grade Compacted Math/Algebra I: This course is designed to prepare students for
Geometry and Algebra II. The course includes roughly the second half of the 8th Grade Math
content, as well as all of the content for Algebra I. Because of the pace and depth of the course
content, it is recommended that students enrolling in this class have demonstrated deep
understanding of the mathematical content and flexible problem-solving skills in their prior course
work. This course earns 1 Carnegie Unit toward graduation.

Geometry: Geometry is the development of a logical mathematical system from a set of undefined
terms, definitions, postulates, theorems, and corollaries. Topics include special relationships
among points, lines, and planes; angle relationships; triangle congruence and inequality; area of
polygons; segments and angles in circles; and area and volume of two-dimensional and three-
dimensional figures. This course earns 1 Carnegie Unit toward graduation.




8" Grade US History to 1877: This course focuses on the historical development of the United
States from Pre-Columbian time through Reconstruction. Examining the events involving Native
Americans and various European settlers, students will understand origins of political ideas
which led to the development of our democratic society. Students will discover how conflicts
over political and economic ideologies marked the course of US history through the
Reconstruction period. Civics, history, geography, and economics are emphasized throughout
the course. Civic concepts necessary for citizenship participation in a democratic society will be
developed. The study of history will show how Americans have been affected by past events.
Skill developed will include, but not be limited to, the interpretation and application of maps,
charts, political cartoons, primary documents, and other social studies tools.

Integrated Science/Health: Eighth grade science is designed to investigate properties and changes
of properties of matter, motions and forces, energy transfer, structure and function in living
systems, and the structure of the earth system. Throughout the teaching process, inquiry, safety
skills, scientific method process, measuring, use of scientific equipment, current events,
environmental issues, and hands-on activities will be emphasized.

Biology: Biology I is an introductory laboratory-based course designed to study living organisms
and their physical environment. Students should apply scientific methods of inquiry and research
in examining the following topics: biochemistry, cell structure, function and reproduction, cell
energy, molecular basis of genetics, natural selection and diversity, and ecology. This course
earns 1 Carnegie Unit toward graduation.




Elective Courses

Physical Education: Physical education for middle school students provides an opportunity for
students to participate in a variety of competitive games and activities. Participation in competitive
games is a developmental progression for teen-aged students. Fitness is a major component of this
class. Students will participate in a variety of developmentally appropriate fitness activities.
Students are expected to be highly engaged in each day’s activities, not just “go through the
motions.” A student’s participation, discipline, and sportsmanship are used to determine grades.
Students who do not dress appropriately for the day’s activities will receive a failing grade.

Team Sports: Students participating in seasonal athletics must complete a successful try-out.

Band: Students must pass the Selmer Music Aptitude Test before enrolling in band. In addition
to the music test, math, reading, and conduct grades are also considered to determine a student’s
eligibility to enroll in band. Basic notes, rhythm patterns, and scales are taught. Students are
required to perform in a fall and a spring concert each year.

Choir: Students at the middle school level who choose to pursue choral performance identify with
the sounds of singing and its expressive qualities. Vocal maturation results in an entirely different
singing sound from earlier grades. Requires a successful audition and a uniform fee.

Computer Science and Engineering: This is a project-based course designed to instruct
students through activities that require modeling, physical design, and coding, leading them to
discover how computing and engineering work together to solve problems. This course offers
students exposure to the engineering design process which introduces them to problem solving
and critical thinking as well as the basics of project management and teamwork.

Cyber Foundations II: Students in Information and Communication Technology II, (ICT II),
complete study in interpersonal and self-directional skills; input applications; technology lab
management and networking; publishing applications; graphic design applications; web design
applications; database applications; and technology problem solving and decision-making tools.
This course earns 1 Carnegie Unit toward graduation. Prerequisite: Cyber Foundations I

Gifted: Gifted classes at the middle school level use a curriculum that includes 7 components:
meta-cognition, creativity, research, communication, group dynamics, thinking, and self-directed
learning. With access to multimedia software, and other instructional strategies, students are given
the opportunity to discover new strengths, interests, and abilities. Students will build the capacity
to effectively use their knowledge and experience in any situation. Students must complete testing
in the Madison County Schools to determine their eligibility for enrollment in a gifted class.

Foreign Language: This course is designed as an introduction to another language and the
culture of the people who speak that language. This course earns 1 Carnegie Unit toward
graduation.

General Music: This course focuses on singing unison and two-part songs, studying music theory,
music history, and orchestral instruments. There is no performance requirement. A student’s
progress will be monitored through tests, projects, written work, and class participation.




Drama: This course will introduce students to plays. Students will study theater and theater artists
and learn to respond appropriately to creative products. Students may create scripts based on
personal experiences, imagination, literature, or history. At the end of this course, students will
understand the relationships that exist between theater, other arts, other subject areas, and everyday
life.

Art: Through the study of visual arts, students respond to life experiences through images,
structures and tactile works of art and design. This program involves production, critical analysis,
history and culture, aesthetics, and connections among the visual arts, other content areas, and
everyday life.

Learning Strategies: Students will be placed by counselors and administrators in the specific
subject area determined by the student’s academic needs. This course may be used as a semester
or full year course.

Study Hall: This course is a supervised prep period where students are encouraged to complete
homework, catch up on missing assignments and study for tests and quizzes. Students can also
utilize school resources during this time.
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