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DO YOU ENJOY ASKING QUESTIONS?

How does doubt 
impact our pursuit of 

knowledge?

How do we know 
when we are 

interpreting data 
correctly?

Should we use 
scientific knowledge 
that was gained in 

unethical ways?

How does the way that 
knowledge is 

conveyed, stored, or 
shared impact its 

power?

Can “bad” people 
produce “good” art or 

literature?





How Do Colleges View IB?

“Ithaca College has found the IB 

curriculum prepares students well 

for the academic rigor they will 

encounter while enrolled in 
college.” 

“NYU recognizes the rigor and 

difficulty of the IB diploma 

program, and welcomes many high-

achieving students each year to our 

three degree-granting campuses 

who have successfully graduated 

from the program.”

“RIT considers the IB Diploma program 

to be among the most rigorous 

curricula offered worldwide. To be 

competitive for admission to RIT, 

students should be pursuing the 

diploma if they attend an IB school.

Automatic IB Diploma Scholarship 

25,000/year offered to freshmen who 
have earned an IB diploma.

“Cornell is a leader among American 

Universities in enrolling undergraduate 

students who have earned the 

International Baccalaureate (IB). Cornell 

regards the IB program as a rigorous, 

advanced program of study, and 

students are pleased to find similar 

opportunities here at Cornell through 

interdisciplinary courses, independent 

majors, honors programs, and 

undergraduate research opportunities.”

“Take the most rigorous classes that you 
can. Academically, this [junior year] should be your 

most challenging year… Do the IB programme if your 
school offers it. The IB diploma is more valuable than 

individual IB classes, but it requires more, like 
community service and a research paper…

Take the most challenging courses that you can… 
Colleges take into account what opportunities you had 
as well as what you did with those opportunities. Talk 
to your academic counselor if you need help with your 

plan—they are your friends.”

See page 10 of the 

handbook



How Do SUNY 

Colleges View IB?

An IB education pushes students beyond the status 

quo of learning, immersing them in college-level 
writing, self-directed research, and independent 

thought. These skills complement Geneseo’s 

commitment to developing well-rounded, critically 

thinking, and ethically aware students prepared for global 

citizenship and lifelong learning.

The Extended Essay requires students to conduct 

independent research. They select a research question, 

identify sources, compile and analyze data, and present 

their findings. A significant benefit of going through this 
process at the high school level is learning how to write 

and think critically.

The IB curriculum parallels Geneseo’s Learning 

Outcomes for Baccalaureate Education (GLOBE) 
curriculum in many ways, making it a helpful platform 

for understanding and preparing students for our 

approach to education.

SUNY Geneseo recognizes IB programmes, launches 

scholarships for IB students (USA) The State University 
of New York’s (SUNY) Geneseo grants USD 1,000 

scholarships to both national and international 

incoming students who have earned the IB Diploma. 

Students may also be eligible for a one-time, $1500 

innovation grant in their 2nd year at Geneseo. Using their 
extended essay research topic or CAS project (creativity, 

activity and service) as a foundation, they may choose to 

expand their ideas into new knowledge and make positive 
change in the world. 

Students in the IB Diploma Program may 

receive up to 32 credits. The following 
conditions must be met: The IB Diploma must be 

completed with a score of 30 or more points; and 

The student must complete at least three Higher 

Level exams with a score of 5 or higher. 

Supportive statement for IB students

We welcome IB students at UAlbany! We have 
excellent programs that will fit your accelerated 

academic background, and scholarships to help you 

fund your education.

UAlbany will award up to 30 credits to students 

who have completed the requirements for an IB 
Diploma with a cumulative score of at least 30 —

including both Standard Level and Higher-Level 

exams — and no score lower than a 4 (satisfactory). 

Students who have completed an International 

Baccalaureate (IB) diploma with a score of 30 will 
be awarded 30 credits (maximum) toward their 

degree and, in some cases, toward major or UB 

Curriculum requirements. Students with a score of 

29 or less—or those who did not complete a 

diploma—are guaranteed credit for higher-level 
exams with scores of 5 or higher. This credit will apply 

toward their degree and, in some cases, toward major 

or general  education requirements

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma 

Programme is a rigorous pre-university course 
of studies, leading to examinations. Designed 

as a comprehensive two-year curriculum that 

allows its graduates to fulfill requirements of 

various national education systems, the 

diploma model is based on the pattern of no 
single country but incorporates the best 

elements of several.

A student with an International 

Baccalaureate Diploma is eligible to receive 
up to 30 college credits.



SUNY Geneseo, which is now the 
Honors College of the SUNY System and 
automatically confers Honors Degrees 
on all graduates, is actively recruiting IB 
Diploma Candidates.

This is a letter that one of our seniors (name 
redacted) received after applying there, 
encouraging that student to pursue college 
studies on Geneseo’s campus. 

SUNY Geneseo is also running an Extended 
Essay (EE) Summer Program on its campus, 
available to Class of 2027 students 
this year.



Information Compiled by A. Scanlon & J. Fleck

See page 8 of the handbook



How do I become an IB Diploma Candidate?

What will my schedule look like?

See pages 1-3 of the 

handbook



IB Student Question:

Did IB's requirements 

encourage you to take courses 

outside your comfort zone? In 

what ways did or does this 

impact you?

See the handout on your 

tables or the QR Code in the 

Appendix of the handbook

See also pages 1-3 of the 

handbook



IB IB Student Question:

Can you give an example 

of a memorable 

TOK lesson?

IB Student Question:

What is your EE topic & 

what has been the most 

impactful part of this 

experience?

IB Student Question:

What is/was your CAS 

project? What was 

experience this like for 

you?

TOK

EE

CAS
See pages 5-7 of the 

handbook



What is IB Assessment like?

IB Student Questions:

What were some of your 

IA assignments?

What were some of your 

EA exam tasks?



What’s a “good” score in an IB course?

IB Student Question?

What are IB External and 

Internal Assessments like?

See page 3 of the handbook



How many points do I need to earn an IB Diploma?

See page 3 of the handbook



From 2019-2025, 70 SHS 
students have attempted 

the IB Diploma. 

51 earned it.

Here is where they have 

gone to school →

Many of these students entered 
college with sophomore status!

In 2026, there are 26 Seniors 

and 17 Juniors pursuing full DP. 



IB Student 

Question:
What advice would you give 

to someone who is on the 

fence about becoming a 

DPC?

IB Student Question:
What is/was the most challenging 

aspect of being a DPC at SHS?

IB Student Question:
What is the workload really 

like? Is it manageable? 

Were/are you able to balance 

your school and home life?
IB Student Question:

Can you describe a moment or a 

class from the IB programme that 

significantly impacted you?

IB Student Question:
What does it feel like to be part of a 

cohort?

IB Student 

Question:

What IB skills 

have you found 

useful as a college 

student?



What advice would you 

give to someone who is 

on the fence about 

becoming a DPC?

What is/was the 

most challenging 

aspect of being

a DPC at SHS?

What IB skills 

have you found 

useful as a college 

applicant?

What is the workload really 

like? Is it manageable? 

Were/are you able to balance 

your school and home life?

Can you describe a moment

or a class from the

IB programme that 

significantly impacted you?

What does it 

feel like to be

part of a cohort?

What is something 

about IB that you 

think others should 

know?



Many courses are about the answers.

IB is about the questions.

As an IB Diploma Candidate, you will learn to

• Think from an inquiry-based perspective

• Write convincingly and thoughtfully

• Work really hard!



Please Consider Joining Us!

IB Diploma Graduates 
• Are seen as taking on the most challenging coursework their high school offers

• Have a 22% higher rate of admission in US Schools

• Often earn college credit while still in high school

• Can enter SUNY schools with sophomore status

• Earn an internationally recognized diploma

• Have a higher rate of completing a Bachelor’s Degree in 4 years

• Participate in a program that helps them be more prepared for the challenges of college, 

with a high school support system in place



Your Questions?

Next Steps

• Look for a Schoology Update in Class of 2028 about a 
lunch meeting to discuss scheduling options with      
Ms. Scanlon

• Discuss IB Diploma Candidacy with your counselor at 
your scheduling meeting
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