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Definitions of Terms 

 

In accordance with 1002.3105 of the Florida Statutes, all Broward County Public Schools must 

provide educational options that provide academically challenging curriculum or accelerated 

instruction to all eligible K-12 students. Acceleration is when a student is engaged in coursework 

that expands beyond the normal coursework for that student’s grade level. 

This document provides specific procedures for identification and enrollment of students into the 

following Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning (ACCEL) options: 

Whole Grade Promotion at the End of the Year - Prior to the end of the school year a student 

is identified as being a potential candidate for grade level acceleration and begins the ACCEL 

process. following the Eligibility Criteria Flowchart (p.4). If the student has met the criteria for all 

content areas, the student will be accelerated to the appropriate grade level at the start of the 

following school year. 

Whole Grade Promotion Within the School Year - Prior to October 1st, a student is identified 

as being a potential candidate for grade level acceleration and begins the ACCEL process following 

the Eligibility Criteria Flowchart (p.4). If the student has met the criteria for all content areas, the 

student will be accelerated to the next grade level within two weeks of meeting the criteria. 

Subject Area Acceleration – Prior to October 1st , a student accelerates in one or more of the 

content core areas: English/Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, or Social Studies but does not 

meet criteria for whole grade promotion. 
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SCIENCE K-5 

_ Standards-Based End-of-Year Assessment 

90% Proficiency 

MATHEMATICS K-5 

_ Savvas Realize Topics 1-3, 1-7, 1-11, and 1-14 Cumulative       

    Assessments Overall, 90% Proficiency 

ACCEL Eligibility Criteria Flowchart (Grades K-5) 

Whole Grade, Within the School Year, and Content Area Promotion Requirements: 

*Charter Schools should use cumulative assessments from approved core curriculum to assess all the grade level standards using 

the following criteria: 
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SOCIAL STUDIES K-5 

_ Standards-Based End-of-Year Assessment(s) 

90% Proficiency 

 

Consider Whole Grade Promotion 

 

Conduct Data Eligibility Review 
 

Principal Recommendation 

No 

                           ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS K-2 

       Benchmark Advance Reading Interim 3&4 Assessments  

      90% Proficiency 

    AND 

     Narrative Writing Task scoring a minimum of 5/10 (K-1) 

       Benchmark Advance Writing Interim Assessment 3 scoring     

       a minimum of 5/10 (2nd) 

   ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 3-5 

       Benchmark Advance Reading Interim 3&4 Assessments  

       90% Proficiency 

 

AND 

       Benchmark Advance Writing Interim Assessment 3 scoring  

           a minimum of 7/10 
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BROWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS K-5 ACCEL REFERRAL FORM 

Student Name: Student Number:  Grade Level:   

School Name:  Date: School Year:     

Type of Acceleration to Be Considered: 

• Content or Contents (specify):   

• Whole-Grade Promotion: From Grade:  To Grade:  

 

         Explain why you are referring this student for acceleration. Include any evidence you may have to  

indicate the student will be successful in an accelerated placement: 

 

 

 

          Signature of Person Initiating Referral:   

 

Relationship to Student:   

Parent/Guardian Approval: My student may be evaluated by designated Broward County Public 

Schools (BCPS) personnel using BCPS approved assessment instruments. Within 10 school days 

of completion of assessment, I will be informed of whether or not my student qualifies for the 

requested ACCEL option. Initial next to each statement to which you agree: 

          _________I give permission for assessment(s) to be administered to my student. 

          _________I understand that my student can be assessed for ACCEL only once per school year. 

          _________I do not give permission for assessment(s) to be administered to my student. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________  

Daytime Telephone Number: __________________________  

 

Return this completed form to the student’s principal. Determination regarding ACCEL 

opportunities will be discussed and determined by the principal and designated leadership 

team. 
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BROWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

ACCEL OPTIONS 

BCPS Definition of Acceleration: Acceleration is when a student is engaged in coursework that 

expands beyond the normal coursework for that student’s grade level. 

 

These internal ACCEL options are to be used by the designated school leadership team when identifying 

the type of ACCEL opportunity appropriate for a student. 

 

Type of Acceleration Indicate 

Recommendation 

*Whole-Grade Promotion-Prior to October 1st 

(Advance one grade level ahead of peers) 

 

*Subject Area Acceleration- -Prior to October 

1st 

(Student accelerates in one or more core 

content areas) 

 

*Virtual Courses 

(Courses completed through an 

approved, online virtual provider, such 

as BVS or FLVS) 

 

  Student Placement in Gifted/High-Achieving     
Class 

 

Continuous Progress 

(Match pacing of content to student’s rate 

of learning) 

 

Combined Classes 

(Academic interaction between students of 

different grade levels) 

 

Curriculum Compacting 

(Focusing on advanced content and 

enrichment activities) 

 

Telescoping Curriculum 

(Increasing pace of instruction to result in 

advanced grade placement) 

 

 

          *Must be offered at all schools. 
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BROWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

K-5 ACCEL CRITERIA GUIDE 

Broward County Public Schools (BCPS) Working Definition of Acceleration: Acceleration 

is when a student is engaged in coursework that expands beyond the normal coursework for that 

student’s grade level. 

 

1. Consideration for acceleration: 

a. Student has academic skill levels superior to age/grade peers as demonstrated on 

F.A.S.T. Progress Monitoring 1, 2, or 3, or other BCPS assessments. 

b. Student has been recommended by parent/guardian and/or school staff. 

 

2. Requirements for acceleration: 

a. Single-content acceleration (prior to October 1st): 

i School counselor communicates with parent and student. 

ii Meet criteria as indicated for the content area under consideration on the flow 

chart. 

iii Discuss long-range academic, social, and emotional effects on the student with the 

school’s identified leadership team, as headed by the principal. 

iv Student has demonstrated commitment to meeting requirements for 

acceleration opportunities by showing a high degree of persistence and 

motivation. 

v Follow district developed course sequences (if course is not available, students 

may enroll in district approved virtual courses). 

vi Participate in the state assessment for the grade level content(s) to which they have 

been accelerated. 

b. Whole-grade promotion (prior to October 1st): 

i School counselor communicates with parent and student. 

ii Meet criteria for all content areas as indicated on the flow chart. 

iii Discuss long-range academic, social, and emotional effects on the student with the 

school’s identified leadership team, as headed by the principal. 

iv Accelerate to the next grade level at the appropriate time as indicated by the 

definition of terms for whole grade promotion. 

• If a student accelerates during the 5th grade to 6th grade transition years, the 

principal, parent, and receiving school’s leadership team must determine, on a 

case-by-case basis, how to best transition the student who will be promoted 

within the school year (prior to October 1st). 

• The student and parent must be informed that within the school year 

promotion to another level will be restricted to the boundary receiving 

school. 

3. Documentation for acceleration: 

a. ACCEL documents must be placed in a student’s cumulative record and entered into 

FOCUS. 

b. Student participation in an ACCEL option will be documented each school year for any 

of the core content areas. 
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BROWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS K-5 ACCEL RECOMMENDATION FORM 

Student Name: Teacher: Grade Level:   

School: Date of Request: School Year:    

Data in Support of Single Subject Acceleration: 

Assessment in: Score: Date of Assessment:  

_______Review of Cumulative Folder 

Date Completed:   

 

_______School Counselor’s Communication with Parent and Student Regarding Social and 

Emotional Considerations 

Date of Meeting:   
 

Data in Support of Whole-Grade: 

Assessment in Language Arts:    

Date of Assessment:   

Assessment in Math:    

Date of Assessment:   

Assessment in Science: _   

Date of Assessment:   

Assessment in Social Studies:    

Date of Assessment:   

 

Score:  

Score:   

Score:   

Score:    

 

            _____Review of Cumulative Folder 

 Date Completed:   

 

_____School Counselor’s Communication with Parent and Student Regarding Social and  

Emotional Considerations 

Date of Meeting:   

Acceleration Option Recommended: _______________________________________ 

Note: Please refer to Broward County Public Schools’ Internal Acceleration Checklist. 

 

 

Principal’s Name:   

Principal’s Signature:  Date  
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BROWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

ACCEL PARENT AND STUDENT OPPORTUNITY AGREEMENT 

 

I have chosen to participate in the following ACCEL option for the academic year:   

  Single-Content Acceleration  Whole-Grade Promotion 

Student: 

• I understand that I am responsible for keeping up with all assigned coursework required as 

part of this agreement. 

 

Parent: 

• I understand online virtual learning courses require either a semester or full year 

commitment. 

• I understand I must follow Broward County Public Schools course sequences and pre- 

requisites. 

• I understand that if my child is experiencing difficulty in the designated acceleration 

option, a conference must be held (with parent, teacher, or school counselor). 

• I understand that my child must participate in the state assessment at the grade level of 

acceleration. 

• I understand that if my child is enrolled in a high school credit course, the grade they 

receive will be part of their high school grade point average. 

 

I have read this document and agree to abide by the statements listed above. 

Student Name:   

Student Signature:  Date:   

 

Parent Name:   

 

Parent Signature:  Date:   

 

This form must be received by the school principal for participation in an acceleration 

option. 
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DIRECTIONS FOR STUDENTS MEETING ACCEL REQUIREMENTS 

 

For whole grade level acceleration (skipping a grade), please complete the following steps in FOCUS: 

 

1. Verify with school administration/counselor that the student has met criteria for whole grade  

level (skipping a grade) acceleration 

2. Drop the student's grade schedule. The drop date would be the last day the student attended that 

class. 

3. Prior to withdrawing the student, go to the Withdrawal tab on the student record and complete it. 

Student Withdrawal Screen 

 

Withdrawal Form 
 

 

4. Withdraw the student on the Enrollment screen: 

1. Withdrawal code =W01 

2. Grade Promotion Status= P Academically Promoted 

3. Good Cause Exemption= 0- Not applicable 
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Enrollment Withdrawal Before 

 

Enrollment Withdrawal After 

 

5. Re-enroll the student into the next grade level with an R01 Enrollment code 

 

Re-Enrollment 

 


