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The MLK Committee of Elizabeth NJ, with the support of Elizabeth Public Schools, held a wreath-laying
ceremony in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on January 15 atthe MLK Monumentin front of Elizabeth

City Hall. City of Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian Bollwage, Elizabeth Board of Education President Maria Z.
Carvalho, EPS Director of Curriculum and Instruction Samuel Etienne, Mount Teman AME Church Reverend
George Britt, and Union County Commissioner Stanley J. Neron all gave remarks at the ceremony. he

perf ormances at the c&S&pemghegdb8gaamewiot AndSfHarft E\
by George Washington Academy School No. 1 & Jerome Dunn Academy School No. 9 Music Teacher Kerry

Stubbs. Additional performances included fABe the (
Academy Choir under the direction of Kelly Ann Cul
Winfield Scott School No. M student s, ALIi tany of

Academy student Dory Madrid, and AMy Country , O0Ti ¢
the direction of Miguel Bolivar.

“TRUE PEACE IS
NOT MERELY THE
ABSENCE OF
TENSION; IT IS THE
PRESENCE OF
@ JUSTICE.”
LA g‘ DR. MARTIN

LUTHER KING, JR.
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Students at Winfield Scott School No. 2
were given the opportunity to enter an
essaycompetition to be Principal and Vice
Principal for the day. Winners, Jacob
Cardoza from 4th grade and Darleny
Palacios from 5th grade, had the
opportunity to visit classrooms, read to
students, and monitor the hallways.

School No. 21 came together to perform a variety show in support of Harmony Power, an
organization dedicated to recognizing individuals who take action to stop bullying, embrace human
differences, and empower the lives they touch. Students collaborated to create skits and perform
songs centered on standing up against bullying, promoting positive reinforcement, and advocating
for human equality. In addition to the assembly, several students and staff members were honored
with Harmony Power Awards in recognition of their efforts.
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George Washington Academy focused on
a Day of Service, on the late Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.'s birthday . Students from
various School 1 Programs such as L.O.T,
First Ladies, Student Government, and
The National Junior Honor Society
dedicated a portion of their afternoon to
the serving others. Students participated
in a school wide clean up, in addition to
reading to studentsin lower grades

Christopher Columbus School 15 Annex was excited for the arrival of the Book Nook Book Vending Machine.
The official ribbon cutting ceremony took place on December 11, 2025, to celebrate the debut of the Book Nook
along with the first recipient of the gold coin receiving their prize book. Students are eagerto earn tokens and

exchangethem for their favorite text.
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The NJ4S services through Prevention Links are partnering with Benjamin Franklin School No. 13 to
provide a small group intervention for students in middle school. They will be providing a peer group called
Sister2Sister and Brother 2Brother. Asteenscontinue to develop, finding their senseof self and establishing
autonomy, peer and mentor support offers room for connection and growth. The Sister2Sister and
Brother 2Brother Support groups are designated as a safe space for teens to navigate and engage in
discussion with their peersand mentors.

First and second grade students participated in a schoolwide parade after reading and discussing the text
i Bal | OwernBroadway.0 This hands-on and interactive experience helped students deepen their
understanding of the story and its themes. Students were able to explore their own independence and
creativity, design their own character, and make meaningful connections to the text. The entire rest of the
school clapped and waved as they paraded through the building, and awonderful time washad by all!
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City of Elizabeth Mayor J. Christian Bollwage, the City of Elizabeth, the Department of Recreation, and Elizabeth
City Council hosted the Miracle of Winfield Scott holiday night out event on December 9 outside of Elizabeth City
Hall. The community and family event included a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus, fun activities, giveaways, and
performances from Elizabeth Public Schools students.

Among those representing Elizabeth Public Schools and the Elizabeth Board of Education at the event were
Board President Stanley J. Neron, Board members lliana Chevres, Jerry Jacobs, Rosa Moreno Ortega, and
Stephanie Goncalves Pestana, Board member elect Stephanie Clervoyant-Noel, as well as Elizabeth Public
Schools Chief of Operations and Councilman-at-Large Frank Cuesta
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The SaturdayArts Programwishego extendwarmwishedo all studentsstaff,and families Mayyour days
be filled with joy, creativity and cherishedmomentswith loved ones Specialthanksfor your unwavering
supportand enthusiasnfor the artsand looking forwardto continuingthe artisticjourneytogetherin the
newyear
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The TerenceC. ReillyChamberOrchestrajed by Ms. Hsin-Ting Fengcontinuedtheir traditionof spreadingoy throughouthe
communitywith a speciaholidayperformancdor the ElizabethRotaryCluh Their musicfilled the room withwarmthandfestive
spirit They were especiallyhonored by a retum visit from Mayor J ChristianBollwage,who once againtook the time to
congratulateur youngmusician®n their dedicationtalent,andservicdo the community A truly inspiringmorningfor everyonel

th Public Schools
Talented Orchestra
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SchoolNo. 12 celebrateshe holidayseasorwith a unique twisficombiningfestivecheerwith collegeand careereadiness
Studentsdesignedmamentshat proudly displaythe emblemsof collegeghey aspireto attendor symbolsof their future
careergoals This creativeprojectnot only brightensthe schoolwith holiday spirit but also encouragestudentsto stay
motivatedandfocusedn their futures Eachomamenteflectsa personaktudentdream By weavindgogethercelebratiorand

aspirationElmora SchoolNo. 12 continuesto inspirestudentgo envisiontheir futureswhile spreadingoy throughoutthe
schoolcommunity

On December6, SchoolNo. 3 proudly hostedits annualBreakfastvith Santaamily eventwelcominganothempackedhouse
of studentsaandtheir families The morningwasfilled with holidaycheerasfamiliesenjoyeda deliciousbreakfastconnected
withone another.andcapturedspeciamemorieswith Santaduringphoto opportunitiesStudentslelightedn awiderangeof
festiveactivitiesincludingartsand crafts,coloring,a holiday singalong,and writing personalizedettersto SantaThe event
wasmadepossiblethroughthe generousupportof SchoolNo. 3 teammemberstheir families,and former SchoolNo. 3
high schoolstudentswho volunteeredheir time to decorateorganizeactivitiesand serverefreshmentsTheir dedication
helpedcreatea warm,joyful environmenthat encourageaneaningfufamily engagemerdnd qualitytime betweenstudents
andtheir parentsmakingthe eventa memorablestartto the holidayseason
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The SchoolNo. 28 communitygatheredor an unforgettableeveningof learningand holidaycheerat our
annualLiteracyNightand Tree LightingcelebrationFamiliesparticipatedn engagindjteracyactivitieshat
sparkedcreativityand a love for reading,while studentsproudly showcasedheir talents The evening
concludedwith the cherishedraditionof lightingour holidaytree,filling the schoolwith warmth,joy, and
festivespirit

SchoolNo. 4 proudly celebratedts SecondAnnual Omament DecoratingEvent, where studentsand their homeroom
teacherscame togetherto createfestiveormnamentsfor our school holiday tree Classroomsawere filled with creativity,
teamworkandholidaycheeraseachstudentesignec&n omamenthatreflectsour strongsensef community This growing
traditioncontinuedo strengthemelationshipshuild schoolspirit,andshowcasthe artistictalentsof our students
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SchoolNo. 19 kicked off the holiday seasorwith their first Cookieswith Santaevent,and it wasa hugesuccessFamilies
joined togetherfor an aftemoonof fun, laughter and festiveactivities Studentsenjoyeddeliciouscookieswhile waitingfor
their speciamomentwith SantaFamiliesalsoexploredholidaycraft stationswrotelettersto Santagnjoyedmusic,andbuilt
with blocks and Legosfilling the room with cheerand creativity The eventwasa wonderfulcelebrationof community,

bringingtogetherstudentsfamilies,and staff Cookieswith Santacapturedthe holiday spirit perfectly,and SchoolNo. 19
looksforwardto continuingthisjoyful traditionfor yeardo come

Winter Wonderland washeld for PreK studentsand it wasa warm and joyful evenI"g}
Studentsenjoyedwinterhemedsnackshot cocoa,and handson activitieswhile spending;
qualitytime withtheir families The eventprovidedawelcomingspacefor parentso engagy
withtheir childrenandtakepartin seasondeamingexperiencethatsupporteccommuni
buildingandearlychildhooddevelopment




EARLY CHILDHOOD

Students at School No. 50 got into the spirit of the season, preparing for its holiday concert
and engaging in many fun activities. Students also had a special VISIt from Santa.

Studentsproudly presentedtheir Home-School ConnectionProjectsto
4 classmateand dressedasthe professionaltheyaspireto bein the future
i Parentsparticipatedas guestreaders sharingstoriesabouttheir careers
*| and explaininghow their work benefitsthe community They explored
the conceptof our schoolcommunityand celebratedvith a PandaPride
Parade,showcasinginity and school spirit Students staff, and parents
wererecognizedvith HarmonyAwardsfor promotingharmonywithinthe
school A specialmoment occurred when Principal Rodriguezwas
surprisedwith a plaque expressinggratitude for her hard work and
outstandingharacter

SchoolNo. 52 welcomedmembersof the communityf§
who provided a truly memorablevisit Police officers, § 2
firefighters,and Chief Deputy CounselMrs. Savage S !

Ford kindly joinedto readto our PreK studentsTheir | ] j ‘
visitsintroducedthe younglearnersto a varietyof future | )
career possibilities and sparked excitement about -----
learning ;
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