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Agenda For This Evening

Meet the High School Administrative Team
Transition to High School

oth-Grade Academy

Schedule and Logistics

Answer Your Questions
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New 9th-Grade Students
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Unique Challenges for All Students















Create a program to ensure success
for gth-grade students




Meghan Maines



The Ninth-Grade Academy will foster a smooth
transition to Concord Carlisle High School by creating
a supportive first-year experience that inspires
students and promotes intellectual curiosity, personal
growth, and academic achievement. Central to our
mission is cultivating an inclusive and compassionate
educational community that builds a foundation for a
healthy and fulfilling experience at CCHS and beyond.






Smaller Learning
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Team approach to supporting students


















English English English English
Math Math Math Math
Science Science Science Science
Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies Social Studies
Guidance Guidance Guidance Guidance
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Developing a 9th-Grade Schedule

English

Mathematics (Geometry)

Science (Planet Earth)

Social Studies (World Cultures)

World Language

— Chinese, French, Latin, Spanish

Health and Fitness (2x/week)

Root 9 (1x/week, first semester)

Elective(s) (2x and 4x per week)

— Fine Arts, Performing Arts, Computer Science,
Robotics, Journalism,Digital Literacy



Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp!
Exp

Explorations in Theatre Workshop (810E, 811E)

ox Per Week Electives

lorations in Journalism (107E, 108E)

lorations: Robotics (554E)

lorations: Digital Literacy and Al (610E)
lorations in Photography (713E)

lorations in Film History & Appreciation (753E)

Concert Chorus (861)

Jazz Ensemble (831)

Explorations: Music Theory (848E)

Responding to Emergencies: First Aid/CPR/AED (950)



Online Resources
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Health and Fitness

Internship Program

Learning Commons

Mathematics

METCO

Performing Arts

Rivers & Revolutions

Science

Social Studies
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Course Selection Page

http://www.concordcarlisle.org/academics/course-selection

Course Selection for 2026-2027 School Year
All Students: February 3th - 8th, 2026

Us
Co

see your Guidance

Quick Reference Guides

Program of Studies Course Listings Electives New Courses & 2X per week Electives

Program of Studies

Class Year Guides
+ Class of 2027
+ Classof 2028
+ Classof 2029
~ Classof 2030

« Class of 2030 Course Worksheet

« Sp
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Course Selection Timeline

http://www.concordcarlisle.org/academics/course-selection

e Ninth-grade students will select their courses in school between Feb
3-8

e This is NOT a first come - first served process. As long as the requests
are entered by 11:59 PM on Feb 8, you are all set.

e Parents are able to see their students selections, but students are the
only ones who can actually choose their courses.

e Schedules will be released to students, families, and counselors in late
May.
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Student Name

YOG 2030 Course Worksheet

Year of Graduation: 2030

2026-2027 — Course Selections Worksheet for 9th Grade — Class of 2030

x| Crs# ‘ Description ‘ Credit | . X ‘ Crs# | Description | Credit | .
ENGLISH COURSES ELECTIVES ***

T11_| English 9th [ so[F | [ JwmE Tn Journalism - 2e/week 25 F

| 112 | English 9th (i) | 108E In Journalism - 2x/week 125 s

| | | 551 | Engincering - Intro 25| s

'SOCIAL STUDIES COURSE — (Required) 554E_| Explorations: Robotics — 2¢/week 125 s

World Culture & Civilization [ so[F 6108 Digital literacy and Al 2u/week 125 s

| 206" | World Culture & Civilizations (H) [ solF 612 Cultural Awareness Through International Cuisine 25| s

613 | Iniro 10 Business and Marketing 25] s

WORLD LANGUAGE COURSES 711__| Darkroom Photo - Iniro 25] s

[ 7310 [ Chinese 1+ S0 F T13E_| Explorations in Photography - Zu/week 125 s

312_| Chinese 2 S0 F 717__| Darkroom Photo - Adv 25| s

313 | Chinese 2H 50| F 721_| Digital Photo 25] s

314_| Chinese 3% SO F 723 | Digital Photo - Adv 25] s

315 | Chinese 3HM S0 F 726__| Sustainable Fashion 25] s

331_| French 1#* 50| F | [ |729 | Multimedia Studio: Cultural Contemporary Art 25] s

332 | French2 SO F 733 | 2D 1 Art and Design 25] s

[ 333 | French 20 50| F [ [ 741 | Ceramics I Introduction to Clay Artistry 25| s

334_| French 3+~ 50| F 743 | Ceramics II: Wheel Throwing & Adv. Techniques 25] s

335_| French 3HAN 50| F 749 | Sculpture 25] s

[ 351 | Latint S0 F 750__| Sculpture - Adv. 25| s

[[35%2 [Latinin 50| F 751 | Filmmaking 25] s

353 | Latin2 50| F 753E_| Explorations Film History/App — Zu/week 125 5

[ 354 [ Latin2n 50 F | [ [755 | Filmmaking-Adv 25] s

355 | Latin3~~ 50| F 761 _| 3D Graphics 25] s

Latin 3HA~ 50| F 763 | 3D Graphics - Adv 25] s

Spanish | S0 F 765__| Computer Game Design 25] s

Spanish 2 50| F 767 _| Architectural Draft and Design 25] s

Spanish 2H S0 F 768 | Architectural Drafl and Design - Adv 25] s

Spanish 32~ 50| F 769 | Animation - Intro 25] s

Spanish 3HA~ 50| F 771 | Animation - Adv 25] s

775__| Digital Arts - Intro 25] s

777_| Digital Atts - Adv 25 s

ATHEMATICS COURSES 781_| Computer Science Discoveries 25 s

[ 415 Geometry &) S0 F 783 | Computer Science Principles 50| F

417_| Geometry (H) 50| F 784__| AP Computer Science Principles 50| F

785__| Python Programming - Intro 25] s

787_| Python “Adv 25] s

SCIENCE COURSES 793 | Java Programming | 25] s

511_[ Planet Earth [ so[F 794 | Java Programming 2 25| s

|'513 | Planet Earth () [ sofF 795 | APJava Approval Reg. 50| s

817 | Concert Band 50| F

HEALTH & FITNESS 819 | Concert Band (H) 50| F

X[ 911 _| 9" Grade Health/Fitness (Req) Zuweek [ 25 F 820 | Wind Ensemble 50| F

| | | | 822 | Wind Ensemble (H) 50| F

| [ [ | [ 523 | Orchestra 50| F

INTERDISCIPLINARY COURSES 825 | Orchestra (H) - Approval Reg. 50] F

X[ 666 | Root9: Getting Rooted at CCHS [ o625 831 | Juzz Ensemble — 2u/week Approval Reg. 25 F

| 840 | Pep Band 125 | st

| | S Music Theory 2x/wk 125 s

855 | Melodies S0 F

[ 856 | Melodies (H) S0 F

859 | Select Choir - Audition Req 50| F

860 | Select Choir (H) S0 F

861 | Concert Chorus  Ze/week 25 F

863 | Men's Chorus 50| F

865 | Mens Chorus (H) S0 F

950 | Responding to Emerg.: First Aid/CPR/AED 2¢/wk 125 ] s




Aspen Accounts

« Parents created automatically when registered

« Students in person when doing scheduling (Feb 3)
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Weekly Bulletin
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Alison Nowicki, Department Chair

anowicki@concordcarlisle.org
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Guidance & Counseling Department

e Each team assigned two counselors

o Close connections with the teaching team
o Academic & Social/Emotional counseling
o Group seminars & individual meetings

e School Adjustment Counselors



CCHS Special Education
Contact Information

Amy Geer - Special Education Administrator

Email: ageer@concordcarlisle.org

Mary Desmond - Special Education Department Chair

Email: mdesmond@concordcarlisle.org

Sarah Greenaway- Special Education Administrative Assistant

Email: sereenawav@concordcarlisle.org



mailto:ageer@concordcarlisle.org
mailto:mdesmond@concordcarlisle.org
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Dates moving forward

January 29 Curriculum Night, 6:30PM Tours 5:45PM
February 3-8 Online Course Selection in Aspen

May 19 Transition Night, 7:00PM (Zoom)

Late May Schedules Shared online in Aspen

May 28 8th-Grade Students visit CCHS, 9:30AM
August 24 All Fall sports start

August 28 oth Grade Orientation

August 31 First Day of 2026-2027 Academic Year
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Questions



Schedule



What does the bell schedule look like?

Monday Tuesday

Thursday

Math

1:45
F

Social Studies

2:41

Math

Friday

145
F

Social Studies

2:41

9:00 9:00
C Flex
H&F (56 min)
9:56 9:56 9:56
10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00
C D C D c
H&F World Lang Study/Free World Lang Study/Free
10:56 10:56 10:56 10:56
11:00| 11:00] 11:00 11:00] 11:00|
1st Lunch E 1st Lunch E 1st Lunch
(41 min) Science| (a1 min) Science| (a1 min)
11:41 11:41 11:41
11:45 11:56 11:45 11:56 11:45
D 12:00| D 12:00| F
Norld La tastlunch o r1d | 5 Lastlunch 1o Stud|
(41 min) (41 min)
12:41 12:41] 12:41 12:41 12:41
12:45 12:45
E F Flex E
Science Social Studies bemin) Science
1:41 1:41 1:41




How many credits are students expected in
a year?

27.5625 - 32.5625

e 5 Credits for each of

English

Social Studies

Math

Science

World Language

e 2.5 Credits Health and Fitness
e 0.625Root9

® 0 - 5 Credits for Elective

O O O O O



How many credits are needed to graduate?

100 credits



Do students usually "fill" their schedules,
or are study halls expected?

Some students do, others don’t! There is something nice
about having some extra time as a 9th grader.



If a student starts in a higher "level" of a
subject and finds it too difficult, what is
the process for switching to a lower level?

Students can talk to their guidance counselor. The
academy model allows us to know students better!



How does my student decide what classes
to take?

Your current guidance counselor and teachers will make
recommendations.



Can you take two languages?

Yes, you can take two languages but there is no more
room for other electives (aside from 2x electives).



Is there a homeroom?

We do not have a homeroom. Students start the day with
their first block class. We do have two flex blocks each
week where students have choice in how they spend their
time.



Is placement in a cohort in the Freshman
Academy based on academic
performance, or are students at all
academic levels integrated within each
cohort?

Students of all academic levels are integrated within each
cohort.

We work to ensure an equitable distribution of all
students across all teams.



School Wide Practices



Is there recess or just lunch? Can the kids
eat outside?

Students have a 41 minute lunch every day. They are
allowed to eat outside the cafeteria.



How does bussing work? Do we pay for it?

Buses are provided free of charge. There is a late bus for
extracurriculars.



What is the policy for leaving campus during
the day?

oth graders are not permitted to leave campus during the
school day.



Student Well-Being



How are student stress levels evaluated and
addressed?

We survey and meet with students several times throughout the
year. Surveys include Panorama, JED, Challenge Success, and
YRBS. Additionally, we hold Food for Thought meetings with
students quarterly.

We have a robust counseling department including guidance
counselors, adjustment counselors, school psychologists, and social
workers. Academy teams help coordinate getting students to the
right fit.



How do you support students dealing with
academic stress?

We have a homework limit of 30 minutes per night per class and no
homework weekends.

Students are able to complete a lot of their assignments during directed
studies or flex blocks.

oth graders have coordinated assessments.

We continue to partner with Challenge Success to identify ways we can better
support our students and help them find balance and joy at school.






Classroom Practices



How are students expected to track their
homework assignments? Do they usually
write them in a notebook? Oris it all
electronic?

A supply list is provided in the summer. We encourage
students to use a paper notebook or agenda.



What school supplies do they need? How do
we find out what they need each year? Do we

buy on our own or via a program like CPS
has?

A supply list will be provided at the transition night in May.
Families will buy their own supplies.



Technology



Is Google classroom used? Some other
program?

Google classroom is used.



Do the students receive ipads, laptops, or
other technology from the school?

All students receive a MacBook Air. Students will receive
these devices in 9th Grade Orientation (Aug 28).
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Other Questions?



