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Let’s design…
Elementary School #15»
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The Bellingham Promise
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Agenda
Share back
Sharing thoughts from the 
schools we toured.

Emerging Themes
We care what you think!  Let’s imagine 
and design your school.

Numeric 
Programming
Introduction to Numeric 
Programming.

1 2

3 Next Steps
What comes next after the 
visioning process.

5
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Share back
Sharing thoughts from the schools we toured.
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• When you think about the learning environment, 
what stood out to you?

• How do you perceive the student experience at 
each school?  Positives and negatives.

• How did the physical space support (or not 
support) student learning?

• How did each school make you feel?
• Were there specific physical amenities that 

stood out?

Prompting Questions
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Meeting 2 Feedback – Alderwood Elementary
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GO:

Characteristics that would support the goals and 
opportunities at ES#15

Community focused 
Connection to nature 
Visibility with extended learning areas 
Shared instruction 
Light, bright, and interesting fixtures 
School (brand) identity throughout 
Natural light 
Connected classroom 
Taller ceiling with large windows
Use of color and natural light 
Natural materials 
Ample size hallways and stairwells 
Line of sight 
Use of irregular shapes to create interest 
Flexible seating options (library) 
Connection to outside 
Windows into building systems (heating and cooling, HVAC) 
“Fun” spaces- nooks, tunnels, bridges, etc. 
Reading nook under window 
Windows on multiple walls 
Alternating ceiling height 
Great lighting in library 
Separation of space with floor surface 
Open glass to utility room 
Preserving significant natural features on the site – cedar and 
wetlands 
Wood auditorium seating in open space
Ventilation in gym, multifunction space
Lots of windows, natural light 
Inviting 
Flexible spaces 
Colorful – fun, eye catching 
Love clean storage options 
Light, artistic elements 
Play area - fields
Outdoor sitting area
Built in cork boards/ white boards are nice 
Ceiling sloped towards outdoors 
Small group spaces in halls 
Outdoor covered space 
Open doors between classrooms 

Alderwood Elementary School Tour Feedback 

Dimmable lights 
Awesome accessible playground material 
Light 
Nature 
Visibility 
Wood 
Play 
Adventure 
Walkability  
Shared pre/ head start bathrooms 
Shed roofs with windows to look out at critical areas/ tree 
Open windows to HVAC and boiler rooms 
Labeling piping 
Flow of flooring matching ceiling is much more visually engaging in 
the same way texture on walls engages and activates tactile 
learning. The angle of the ceiling activates visual learning 
I love that most classrooms have bench area for kids to have a 
separate area 
Love the windows into all the mechanical rooms bit I wish there 
were a diagram to explain what was inside 
I appreciate that the signs are cut outs for more visual engagement 
Love everything in the gym
Love dolphin facts 
Nets on ceiling in covered outdoor area is brilliant 
Bright hallways – wide 
Clean color scheme 
Durability of materials 
Gym close to entry/ exit for easy community use 
Clean lines 
Clear hallways 
High ceilings in classrooms 
Large windows 
Cubbies and student height 
Playground at front 
Connected classrooms? 
Connection to outdoor space 
Grade levels are grouped but not in a way that limits creative use of 
classrooms or necessitates a given number of classes get grade 
level 
Cafeteria connection to gym/ music/ outside 
Covered play area connected to playground 

Characteristics that are missing that would support the goals 
and opportunities at ES#15

Do windows into hallway create a safety concern? 
Do teachers have the ability to lock down rooms? 
Tackable hallways 
Elevator needs a fun design to incorporate into the school 
Avoid the use of chain link – too institutional 
Connect roof drains to wetlands 
Larger cafeteria – noise control 
More room for multiple activities/ classes 
“Motor room outside” – more options outside for preschool age 
Signage to explain boiler, mechanics, etc. 
Covered play spaces beyond bball
Educational signage to go with mechanical systems 
Some spaces feel a but sterile 
Lost and found closet 
“Grouping” wings sometimes feels separating 
Same with extended learning 
Front foyer 
Place for parents to gather with heated space 
Combine both open 
Few windows in gym 
Trees along play area to hide cyclone fence 
Nobs or moving parts on the walls next to the windows of the 
mechanical room 
I wish there was more colors. There are a lot of grays 
More tactile engagement on the walls 
Signs lower for kids to read easier 
Entrance feels very cramped 
Outdoor classroom 
Welcoming entry? 
Pre-k all together to use pre-k playground 
Connected classrooms? 

Characteristics that are missing that would support the goals 
and opportunities at ES#15

Common Use areas central local (hub and spoke model) include 
cultural elements 
Stadium seating can double as climbing 
Very curious to hear from teachers about what is working/ what 
changes they might suggest 

Meeting 2 Feedback – Alderwood Elementary



Elementary School #15 Design Advisory Committee 9

Meeting 2 Feedback – Sunnyland Elementary
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GO:

Characteristics that would support the goals and 
opportunities at ES#15

Warm and homey feel 
Connection with the outdoors 
Celebrating diversity with colors and signage 
Neighborhood 
School identity throughout 
Year-round field use 
Neighborhood after school outdoor use 
Sized for little people and adults 
Love the use of wood, it adds so much warmth 
Mix with metal adds a nice balance 
Vaulted roof volumes add great interest
Bench seating to shield ramps is a great, functional idea 
Exposed wood roof beams 
Use of geometric shapes from wall cladding to lighting 
Size and versatility of gym, cafeteria, music room, stage is a 
highlight 
Incorporation of “old” materials from prior school 
Library room with interior views over hallways, views to playground, 
views towards Mt. Baker. 
Connection between 1st and 2nd floors 
Rocking chairs and standing desk are great 
Use of rollup doors is awesome. They should be used more to 
connect indoor and outdoor spaces 
Full size gym with restroom 
Energy efficiency – entrance 
Outside access from staff lunchroom 
Built for 450 – expanding neighborhood 
Flexible space
Multipurpose communal space
Views and perspective from second floor 
Beautiful colors, textures, learning spaces 
Tackable walls and ways to showcase kid art 
Beautiful views to outdoors, scenery 
Love the wood panels on wall 
Functional field – year round  
Warmth of the interior – wood, dark/warm colors, exposed beams, 
floor (cement) 
Visual lines from office to from doors/ entry 
1st floor and 2nd floor connection. i.e., Interior windows from library 
to entry below 
Lighting in halls and common spaces 
Gym 

Wood elements are very warm 
Mural/ art by students 
Bilingual signage 
Classic materials – subway tiles 
Welcome wall 
Playfulness of design elements, 
Intentional stage design in cafeteria with risers
Public/ community building spaces 
Windows connect school to community and park 
Flexible space for different learning needs 
Community 
Neighborhood 
Light 
Wood 
Nature 
Walkable 
Bikes 
Play 
ADA ramp to music room with adjacent benches 
One office for staff 
Welcome language mural in office 
Breezeway connecting wings 
I love the color contrast and textures 
Clear contrasts in ceiling textures is awesome
Love the entrance. Much more welcoming than Alderwood 
Different geometric spaces of lighting 
Staff mailboxes 
Love the separation of the public areas from the classrooms 
Love everything craftsman with exposed craftsman with 
exposed wood ceilings 
Appreciate the almond color window frames which help 
contract the gray skies outside 
Love the moving furniture 
Love the turf field
Prominent use of wood and natural elements 
Ceiling and lights in library and front office – circular lights and 
ceiling design 
Chair rail in hallways 
Hallway learning spaces have whiteboards and electronic 
boards (both!) 
Contrasting colors (black, white, brown)
Connection zone (near office and cafeteria) 
Garage door in cafeteria 

Music room access off hallway 
Counselor/ dean / principal/ staff lounge/ and work room all 
connected off main office 
Have a conference room 
Office sees approach to school not just vestibule 
Wood beams provide a cozy feel 
Flexible classrooms and spaces 

Characteristics that are missing that would support the 
goals and opportunities at ES#15

Outdoor access to gym 
Views of King and Queen Mountain from Royal Valley 
Lots of covered outdoor space 
Lit fields and outdoor spaces 
How to make front office more inviting/ warm while still having 
safety elements 
Going outside to get to PE? Wonder about creating pathway 
Space for visuals/ demos on gym walls 
Doors connecting classrooms 
Expanded first entry for families to gather – still locked and 
separated from building 
Freeway noise at kindergarten playground 
Built-in computer/ lunch cart storage for clear halls 
Garbage/ recycle/ compost systems 
Lost and found closet 
Library/ bookshelves blocking windows/ view to east 
Doors connecting classrooms may improve safety protocols 
and handy for teachers to help each other
Garage cafeteria door 
Wish we could view the mechanical area 
Outdoor classroom 
Natural space on play structure 
Space feels tight near classrooms 
20’ drop makes me nervous

Characteristics that are missing that would support the 
goals and opportunities at ES#15

Use of clear floors to see spaces below, into walls, etc. 
Flexible space is important 
Would love to hear teacher input 

Sunnyland Elementary School Tour Feedback 

Meeting 2 Feedback – Sunnyland Elementary
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GO:

Homework – Virtual School Tours 

Stevens Creek Elementary

Salish Sea Elementary
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Emerging Themes
Themes collected from DAC Team.
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The Bellingham Promise
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Design Goals and Keys to Design

Design Goal: This elementary school is a 
neighborhood school.
*District standard

Description: This school is an anchor to the 
community that includes unique design features that 
distinguish it as a forward-thinking place of learning 
while maintaining harmony within the surrounding 
neighborhood. Design will include welcoming 
elements and provides multi-functional, multi-cultural 
and seasonally appropriate spaces.
* Alderwood example given. Teams to update the 
description for Elementary School #15

Emerging Theme: Entry warm and welcoming –
central, one main entry (Sunnyland) 
* Bolded text in packets

Keys to design: The main entry provides a 
gathering space and acts as a central hub for 
the community
* Based on the emerging themes and our 
previous conversations, develop keys to design 
that support the design goal for Elementary 
School #15

1

2

3

4

1

2

3

4
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Design Goal Example
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Design Goals & Descriptions

Design Goals and Sample Descriptions 

1. This elementary is a neighborhood school
This school is an anchor to the community that includes unique design features that distinguish it as 
a forward thinking place of learning while maintaining harmony within the surrounding neighborhood. 
Design will include welcoming elements and provides multi-functional, multi-cultural and seasonally 
appropriate spaces.

2. Provide a quality teaching and learning environment
Alderwood Elementary school supports high quality instruction for every student, every day, in every 
classroom, and is a safe, welcoming, flexible, collaborative space designed for the whole child.

3. The design supports the educational goals of the school and the district
Alderwood Elementary School supports students, families, staff, and the community, reaching 
outcomes of the Bellingham Promise through spaces that support quality instruction, collaboration 
and communication. 

4. The school supports collaborative learning and facilitates communication
Alderwood Elementary School is a place where students and the community members have spaces 
both large and small to accommodates collaborative learning and communication with the diverse 
community of Alderwood. Consideration is given to support students and families who speak multiple 
languages.
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Small Group Activity #1

How should the 
design goal 
description be 
updated to reflect 
Elementary School 
#15 and the 
Bellingham 
Promise? 

We will share out 
with the whole 
group after the 
next activity.

Each group will 
have one design 
goal. Review the 
sample 
description and 
update it for 
ES#15

Design Goals
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Small Group Activity #1

Using the feedback 
from our previous 
meetings, what keys 
to design start to 
emerge? 

Select a 
spokesperson 
who will share out 
with the larger 
group.

Based on the 
emerging 
themes, develop 
keys to design 
that support the 
design goals for 
ES#15.

Keys to Design 
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Let’s take a break
We’ll reconvene in 10 minutes. 
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Numeric Programming
Introduction to Numeric Programming.
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Numeric Programming 
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Next Steps
What are our next steps.
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Next Steps
What are our next steps.
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Thank you!

Next Meeting» January 19th at 

Parkview Elementary School
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