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The Lawrence Public Schools recognizes the rights of students who may choose to exercise 
their first amendment rights to participate in a peaceful walkout or protest event; USD 497 
remains viewpoint neutral on student speech. 
 
Case law has clearly established over decades that students do not give up their constitutional 
rights at the school door (Tinker v. Des Moines, 1969, among many others). Additionally, 
Lawrence Public Schools has a strong, proud history of supporting student voice through 
student peaceful protests, activism, and respectful civic engagement as integral to a strong, 
healthy democracy. 
 
In keeping with our core values in Lawrence Public Schools, all students and staff will remain 
respectful and supportive of all others throughout all protest events, whether participating, or 
refraining from participation.  
  
To clarify district guidance: During student protest events, activity must remain safe, orderly, and 
respectful; supervision will be provided for all students while on district campuses, whether they 
choose to walk out during the time of protest or whether they choose not to participate in the 
protest activity. Instruction will continue in classrooms for those students who choose to remain 
in class.  
 
All students will follow guidelines for safety, including: remaining on campus, unless 
their parents have given permission for their students to leave campus. The safety and 
welfare of all our students and staff remain our number one priority at all times in the 
Lawrence Public Schools, and this priority extends to all protest events as well. 
  
We ask parents, as they see best, to please discuss with their student(s) the topic of student 
protest and activism in advance so that students are well-prepared in their thinking as they 
approach any student protest event. 
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