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Special Education Contact Information
YOUR SCHOOL CONTACT FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION

District: Please add the following information to this section:
Special Education Director:_Misty Belfrom

Phone number:_513-686-1780

Email address:_belfromm@sycamoreschools.org

Ohio Department of Education and Workforce Contact for Special Education
25S. Front St., Mail Stop 409, Columbus, OH 43215
% Departmentof  phone: 614-466-2650 | Toll-Free: 877-644-6338 | Fax: 614-728-1097
&~ Workforce Email: Exceptionalchildren@education.ohio.gov
TTY: Ohio Relay Service, 800-750-0750
Additional Contact Information

Contact-Information

- Your local State Support Team (Region # _13
tate Tue a:: @ at phone # 513-674-4200
The parent and family consultant at the State Support Team will work with you. Check to

see if your school district has a local parent mentor.This information can be found at

A parent mentor provides information and support to families of a child with a disability
and school districts. The parent mentor is a district employee and also a parent of a child
with a disability.

My Parent Mentor is: /Amanda Friend (friendam@sycamoreschools.org
https:/ /parentmentor.osu.edu/

-
ﬂ Onio’s Parent Mentor Project

. Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities (OCECD)
S The OCECD is a statewide nonprofit organization that serves families of infants,
: & toddlers, children and youth with disabilities in Ohio, and educators and agencies
~ ° who provide services to them. OCECD’s programs help parents become informed and
N . v’ effective representatives for their children in all educational settings.

For more information, contact the OCECD at (740) 382-5452
or visit the OCECD website at: www.ocecd.org

Disability Rights Ohio is a non-profit corporation with a mission to advocate for the
human, civil and legal rights of people with disabilities in Ohio.Since October 2012,
. ifs Disability Rights Ohio has served as Ohio’s Protection and Advocacy (P&A) system
) D!Sa bil Ity and Client Assistance Program (CAP). It is governed by a Board of Directors, primarily
RIthS OHIO  consisting of people with disabilities and family members of people with disabilities. For
more information call 614-466-7264 or 1-800-282-9181 during intake hours of Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

You can also send a letter at:
Disability Rights Ohio | Attn: Intake | 200 Civic Center Dr. | Columbus, Ohio 43215







KEYS TO SUCCESS IN
THE FAMILY-SCHOOL
PARTNERSHIP

Parents as School Partners

As a parent, you are your child’s first and most
important teacher. When your child enters school,
you and the school become partners in what you
both hope will result in the successful development
and education of your child. Years of research show
that the more families are actively involved in the
education of their children, the more successful the
child will be, not only in school, but in life.

Research has demonstrated that the education of
children with disabilities can be made more effective
by strengthening the role of parents to ensure

that families of such children have meaningful
opportunities to participate in their children’s
education, both at school and at home.

Many parents feel intimidated when talking with
school professionals. It is important to remember that
the discussion is about your child, whom you know
better than anyone else. When Congress reauthorized
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in
2004, parents were included as equal partners in their
child’s education.

This document will provide you with tips for creating
successful interactions with the school, leading to a
positive, productive partnership for the meaningful
benefit of your child.

As a parent, you want to ensure that your child
receives the best educational opportunities
appropriate for your child’s needs, in order to better
prepare them for life as an adult. One aspect of this
is the provision of FAPE, which stands for Free
Appropriate Public Education, for every child. Your
child may receive any service or support necessary
to attend school and make progress in the general
education curriculum.
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GOOD COMMUNICATION

Introduce yourself to your child’s teachers, the
principal, and other school staff. An open house
or other “back-to-school” event is a great time to
start. Simply shaking hands and saying, “Hi, ’'m
looking forward to working with you this year,” can
set a positive tone.

It is important to know the appropriate time to talk
with school staff. Whenever students are present,
school staff typically do not have time to talk to
parents for more than a few minutes. If a personal
meeting is needed, you should schedule it with the
teacher.

If you are communicating by phone, please keep

in mind that teachers usually check voicemail or
email only when they are not with their students. If
you have an urgent need, ask the school secretary
to write down your message and have it delivered
directly to the teacher.

Find out the best method for communicating with
school staff. Some staff prefer phone calls, while

you to
to is best to talk to that person
directly or on the phone.

Provide the school with the best times and
methods to communicate with you. Update contact
information, such as your home or cell phone
number, whenever there is a change. Respond as
quickly as possible when someone contacts you.

Check your child’s backpack daily for notes,
newsletters, or other communications from the
school.

Find out how to use the school website and
online resources,  check them regularly for
information.

If English is a second language for you, ask for
information to be provided in your primary
language.

If you are meeting with the teachers, request a
language interpreter ahead of time.

RESPECTFUL INTERACTIONS

o Treat others with the same respect you would like
to receive, and expect others to treat you in the
same way.

« When discussing school around your child,
maintain a positive attitude. If you have a negative
attitude about the school, your child will pick up
on it, which can directly affect their educational
progress.

o Try to respect the variety of needs concerns
of other students and staff members, while also
speaking up for your child’s individual needs.

» Keep your commitments. Put school conferences
and meeting dates on your calendar and check it
frequently. If you can’t attend a meeting, call ahead
of time to reschedule.



