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General Overview 

The information contained in this document is intended to guide students in the selection of high school courses. 
Students should discuss this information with parents/guardians, teachers, school counselors, and/or administrators. 
If there are any questions or concerns regarding the registration process, students and parents/guardians are 
encouraged to contact the student’s counselor or administrator. 

School hours are 7:45am to 2:45pm. 

All students will be scheduled for 8 classes and an IMPACT period each year. Lunch will be embedded into the 4th 
block each day. 

Students can earn up to 8 credits each year for a total of 32 potential credits in four years. 

Credits are awarded in 0.5 or 1.0 increments dependent upon the credit weight of the course. 

Houston High School will operate on a traditional 4x4 block schedule beginning the 2026-2027 school year. 

During the fall semester, students are enrolled in 4 classes which meet daily. At the end of the fall semester, 
students will receive credit for each course successfully completed and enroll in four different courses for the spring 
semester. 

Fall Semester 
• Class 1 
• Class 2 
• IMPACT 
• Class 3 
• Class 4 

Spring Semester 
• Class 5 
• Class 6 
• IMPACT 
• Class 7 
• Class 8 

IMPACT 
IMPACT is a stand-alone period that meets daily year-round. All students are enrolled in an IMPACT course based 
on their grade level. 

IMPACT provides an opportunity for intervention, remediation, preparation, or enrichment in academic coursework. 
In IMPACT, students will sharpen their English and math skills, as well as receive ACT preparation. This required 
course is non-credit bearing. 

Course Selection Process 
Four-Year Plan of Study 
Students will develop a four-year plan of study during spring of the 8th grade year. The plan of study will serve as a 
blueprint for meeting graduation requirements and individual student interests. While planning, students and 
parents/guardians should pay special attention to the following: 

• Area of Focus: All students must select an area of focus while developing their four-year plan. HHS offers 13 
areas of focus to support our diverse student body and the variety of individual needs and interests. 

• College and Career Readiness (CCR): Students can demonstrate CCR by earning early postsecondary 
opportunities, meeting benchmarks on assessments like the ACT or ASVAB, or completing career-aligned 
programs of study that lead to industry credentials. 

The plan of study will be reviewed each year during the course selection process. In addition, students may update 
their plan of study at any time by meeting with their counselor. 

2 



 

  

  
               
       

                
            

    
            

                    
               

       
 

  
                  
        

 

 
          

              
        

        
      

          
       

              
       

 
 
               

            
         

 
        

   
           

          
            

                 
 

          
          

          
  

Course Selection 
Students must be enrolled in 8 courses per year. Students will take four classes in the fall and four classes in the spring. 
Students may not select which courses occur in which semester. 

• Upperclassmen: Current 9th through 11th graders will select courses for the upcoming academic year in 
February using PowerSchool Class Registration. Students should reference their four-year plan (pg. 19) and 
requirements for graduation (pg. 12-13) when selecting their courses. Counselors will meet with students to 
review their course selections before sending a final verification to parents/guardians. If a student has not 
registered for courses by the end of the selection period, the school will assign a schedule to him or her. 

• Rising Freshmen: Course selection for rising freshmen occurs at the middle school using PowerSchool Class 
Registration. HHS counselors will facilitate the process with middle school counselors. 

Course Levels 
Houston High School encourages students to take the most rigorous courses they are prepared to handle while avoiding 
overload. When selecting courses, students should consider their full schedule—jobs, activities, time-management skills, 
academic strengths, areas for growth, and whether they may need additional support. 

Standard 
These courses are based on specific academic standards which develop mastery of skills necessary for students to be 
prepared for life after high school. Students who successfully complete standard courses will graduate on time and be 
prepared for the challenges of college, the workforce, or both. 

• Standard courses are focused on post-secondary readiness and will prepare students for many early post-
secondary courses available at HHS, especially Dual Enrollment courses 

• Each Standard course is part of the state’s graduation requirements either within a sequence of required content 
credits or as elective credits which offer students more individualized choice 

• Standard courses require students to apply prior and new learning across the curriculum, to think critically, and 
to practice content specific skills to evidence learning in multiple formats 

Honors 
Honors courses are academically advanced and accelerated courses offered as companions to many Standard courses, 
and instruction is based on the same grade level and content standards. Like students of Standard courses, students 
who successfully complete Honors coursework will be well prepared for post-secondary life. 

• Like Standard, Honors courses are focused on post-secondary readiness and will prepare students for many early 
post-secondary courses available at HHS 

• Like Standard, Honors courses require students to apply prior and new learning across the curriculum, to think 
critically, and to practice content specific skills to evidence learning in multiple formats, but additionally require 
deeper knowledge, synthesis of multiple content areas, and more mature or expert responses 

• Honors courses will better prepare students for the rigor, depth, and expectations of future Advanced Placement 
courses 

• To prepare students for AP courses, Honors courses do often include challenging content, a brisker pace, and 
additional demands for independent, self-directed study in addition to summer enrichment assignments 

• Students receive 3 additional percentage points applied to grading periods & semester exams 
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EPSOs (SDC, IC, DE, AP, LDC) 
Early Post Secondary Opportunities offer students the opportunity to: 

• earn post-secondary credits while in high school 
• become familiar with post-secondary expectations 
• develop confidence and skills for success in post-secondary settings 
• make informed post-secondary and career decisions 
• decrease the time and cost of completing a certificate or degree 

Advanced Placement (AP) 

English Fine Arts Math Science Social Studies World Language 
English Language 

and 
Composition 
English Literature 

and 
Composition 
Seminar 
Research 

Studio Art: 
Drawing 

Art History 
Music Theory 

Pre-Calculus 
Calculus AB 
Calculus BC 
Computer 

Science A 
Computer 

Science 
Principles 
Statistics 

Biology 
Chemistry 
Environmental 

Science 
Physics I 
Physics II 

European History 
Human 

Geography 
Macroeconomics 
Microeconomics 
Psychology 
US Government 

and Politics 
US History 
World History 

French Language 
& Culture 

German 
Language & 

Culture 
Latin 
Spanish 

Language & 
Culture 

Dual Enrollment, Local Dual Credit, Statewide Dual Credit 

Dual Enrollment Dual Enrollment ONLINE (Distance Learning) 
American Government 
Calculus III 
Criminal Justice 
Differential Equations 
Introduction to Music 
Personal Finance 
Principles of Nutrition 
Sport Medical Terminology 
Artificial Intelligence Literacy 
Artificial Intelligence Skills and Techniques 

Local Dual Credit 
Wellness LDC 
Personal Finance LDC 

Statewide Dual Credit 
American History 

Anatomy & Physiology I & II Oral Communications 
Biology I & II Probability & Statistics 
Chemistry I & II STEM IV: Engineering Problem 
College Algebra Solving 
English Composition I & II STEM IV: Prep for Engr Prob 
Intro to Entrepreneurship Solving 
Family & Global Theatre Arts IV DE: Advanced 

Perspectives Production 
Family Resource Theatre Arts V DE: Advanced 

Management Production 
Foundations of Math Trigonometry 
Introduction to Media TV and Video Production 
Mechatronics I & II US History Since 1877 
Mechatronics III & IV US History to 1877 

National Industry Certification 

Agriscience: OSHA-10 Principles and Plant Sci & Hydroculture: BASF Plant Science 
Audio Visual Production II: Adobe Premier Pro Principles of Manufacturing: NC3 Snap-on Precision 
Clinical Intern Therapeutics: Certified Clinical Measurement Instrument 

Medical Assistant (CCMA) STEM I: NC3 Snap-on Precision Measurement Instrument 
Culinary II: Servsafe Food Handler Wellness: CPR certification 
Digital Arts & Design III: Adobe Photoshop 
Medical Therapeutics: OSHA-10 IC 
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Statewide Dual Credit (SDC) 
Statewide Dual Credit (SDC) classes are college-level courses taught at the high-school level by trained high-school 
teachers. Course content and objectives are designed and reviewed by high school and university faculty to ensure 
courses are aligned with post-secondary standards and expectations. All Statewide Dual Credit courses are approved by 
the Consortium for Cooperative Innovative Education before they can be offered. 

All students enrolled in a Statewide Dual Credit course take the online challenge exam, which is used to assess mastery 
of course content and standards. Students who meet or exceed the exam ‘cut score’ receive college credit that can be 
applied to any Tennessee public post-secondary institution. Exam scores are reported on student transcripts to ensure 
post-secondary credit is accurately awarded. 

Industry Certification (IC) 
Industry Certification (IC) credits are earned through secondary and post-secondary career and technical education 
programs and courses. High school students are encouraged to focus their elective credits on robust, career-aligned 
learning pathways. All state-promoted certifications are aligned with post-secondary and employment opportunities and 
with the competencies and skills that students should have acquired through their chosen programs of study. Students 
will earn four (4) percentage points added to the final average of each grading period and each semester exam grade. 
The two nine-week grades and the semester exam grade will be used to calculate the semester average, but additional 
quality points are not added to the semester average. In addition, students receive 0.75 quality points on the scale used 
to calculate weighted GPAs. 

Dual Enrollment (DE) 
DE options are widely accepted because they are, in fact, college courses taken through a cooperating college or 
university. They are transferable to any TN Board of Regents institutions of higher education and to most state colleges 
and universities which accept transfer credits from The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools or other certifying 
associations. 

Dual enrollment courses offer students opportunities not only to begin experiencing the rigor of college courses, but 
also to save a great deal of time and money after graduation. Students have an excellent opportunity to experience the 
expectations of collegiate study and are better prepared for the transition after high school. 

As students are "dually" enrolled, students receive two separate grades: one for the cooperating institution and one for 
Houston High School. These averages will differ: high school averages will receive additional quality points while post-
secondary averages will not. The post-secondary average is made up solely of the assignments required by the post-
secondary institution, but the HHS average may include additional assignments to ensure grades meet minimum 
requirements set forth by GMSD grading policies. 

• DE options are best suited for students who wish to challenge themselves with accelerated course work, who 
wish to earn required graduation credits and college credits simultaneously, but who are unlikely to seek a major 
in an area of study aligned with the DE course 

• Courses are taught by professors from cooperating institutions of higher education or by school personnel who 
meet the degree requirements set forth by the cooperating institution 

• Some DE courses are online, self-paced courses that may help prepare students for the likelihood of taking such 
courses after graduation 

• Credit is awarded based on the final academic average earned by the student during each semester rather than 
through a qualifying exam 

• DE courses are funded in large part by grant money supplied through the **Tennessee Student Assistance 
Corporation 

• Only students classified as 11th or 12th graders - and who are considered residents of the state of TN - qualify 
for the grant (some DE courses may be available to 10th graders, but they must pay for the course in full) 
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• There are limitations on the number of dual enrollment courses a student may take using grant funding, but may 
take additional courses by paying for those courses in full 

• It’s important to note as well that poor performance in a dual enrollment course could cause double jeopardy: 
a low GPA to start college and a loss of the grant to fund other DE courses 

• Students receive 5 additional quality points for grading periods and semester exams applied only to the 
student's HHS average 

• There are tuition fees associated with dual enrollment courses and students may be required to purchase 
the college textbooks or other ancillary materials for the course(s). 

For more information, check the dual enrollment page for your cooperating institution: 

University of Memphis Southwest TN Community College 

**TSAC Dual Enrollment Grant 
Tennessee Higher Education Commission- Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation (THEC-TSAC): 
https://www.collegefortn.org/ 

Created by the Tennessee General Assembly in 1974 as a non-profit corporation with the merging of the Tennessee 
Educational Loan Corporation and the Tennessee Tuition Grant Program, the Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation 
(TSAC) administers over 20 different state student financial aid programs, including the HOPE scholarship, Tennessee 
Promise, Tennessee Reconnect, Tennessee Student Assistance Award, and the Dual Enrollment grant. 

Eligible students enrolled in dual enrollment classes are required to apply for the Dual Enrollment Grant through the 
Tennessee Student Assistance Corporation (TSAC) by the deadline. 

• Student must be a resident of Tennessee for at least one year prior to the start of the class. 
• Student must be a US Citizen or a Permanent Resident. 
• To remain eligible for the dual enrollment grant, the student must maintain a cumulative college GPA of 2.0 or 

higher. 
• If a student’s cumulative college GPA falls below 2.0, the student will lose the dual enrollment grant for the 

duration of high school (i.e. for all future dual enrollment classes). 
• The cumulative college GPA is the average of all dual enrollment classes as reflected on the college transcript(s). 
• Eligible students may access up to 10 grants during their high school career. 
• Post-secondary Admission Requirements University of Memphis 

o 19 composite score on the ACT 
o 100 admission index score: 30 times the high school GPA plus the composite ACT score (ex: 2.85 GPA x 30 

= 85.5 + 19 composite ACT = 104.5 index score) 
o For Dual Enrollment English courses: 18 or above English subscore on the ACT 
o For Dual Enrollment Math courses: 18 or above Math subscore on the ACT 

Dual Enrollment Courses through the University of Memphis 

HHS Course Fall Semester 
University Course 

Equivalent 

Post-
Secondary 

Credit 
Hours 

HHS Course Spring Semester 
University Course 

Equivalent 

Post-
Secondary 

Credit 
Hours 

American 
Government 
DE ONLINE 

American 
Government 
POLS 1030 

3 

Anatomy & 
Physiology I 
DE 

Anatomy/Physiology 
I 

4 Anatomy & 
Physiology II 
DE 

Anatomy/Physiology 
II 

4 

6 
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BIOL 2010 3-hour 
Lecture 
BIOL 2011 1-hour 
Lab 

BIOL 2020 3-hour 
Lecture 
BIOL 2021 1-hour 
Lab 

Artificial 
Intelligence 
Literacy DE 
ONLINE 

Artificial Intelligence 
Literacy 
AIFA 1000 

3 Artificial 
Intelligence 
Skills and 
Techniques DE 
ONLINE 

Artificial Intelligence 
Skills and Techniques 
AIFA 2010 

3 

TV & Video 
Production 
Lab DE 

TV/Video/Radio 
Production 
Lab 
COMM 2020 

3 Introduction to 
Media DE 

Intro to Media 
JRSM 1700 

3 

Bio DE I: 
Biology of 
Cells 

Biology of 
Cells 
BIOL 1010 3-hour 
Lecture 
BIOL 1011 1-hour 
Lab 

4 Bio DE II: 
Biology of 
Organisms 

Biology of 
Organisms 
BIOL 1020 3-hour 
Lecture 
BIOL 1021 1-hour 
Lab 

4 

Calculus III DE Calculus III 
MATH 2110 

4 Differential 
Equations DE 

Differential 
Equations 
MATH 2120 

3 

College 
Algebra DE 

College 
Algebra 
MATH 1710 

3 Trigonometry 
DE 

Trigonometry 

MATH 1720 

3 

Eng DE I: 
English 
Composition 

English 
Composition 
ENGL 1010 

3 Eng DE II: 
Composition & 
Analysis 

English 
Comp/Analysis 
ENGL 1020 

3 

Chem DE I: 
Chemistry of 
Materials 

Chemistry of 
Materials 
CHEM 1010 3-hour 
Lecture 
CHEM 1011 1-hour 
Lab 

4 Chem DE II: 
General 
Chemistry 

General Chemistry I 
CHEM 1110 3-hour 
Lecture 
CHEM 1111 1-hour 
Lab 

4 

Family & 
Global 
Perspectives 
DE 

Family/Global 
Perspective 
CDFS 2101 

3 Family 
Resource 
Management 
DE 

Family Resource 
Management 
UNIV 4530 

3 

Introduction 
to Criminal 
Justice DE 
ONLINE 

Intro to Criminal 
Justice 
CJUS 1100 

3 Introduction to 
Policing DE 
ONLINE 

Introduction to 
Policing 
CJUS 2226 

3 

Introduction to 
Music DE 
ONLINE 

Intro to Music 
MUS 1030 

3 

Oral 
Communication 
DE 

Oral 
Communication 
COMM 2381 

3 
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Personal Personal Financial 3 
Financial Management 
Management FIR 1220 
DE ONLINE 
Principles of 
Nutrition DE 
ONLINE 

Nutrition 
NUTR 2202 

3 

Sport Medical Sport Medical 3 
Terminology Terminology 
DE ONLINE HMSE 2000 (2 

hours) 

Careers in Health 
Studies 
HMSE 2007 (1 hour) 

Statistics: 
Probability & 
Statistics DE 

Prob/Statistics/Non-
Calculus 
MATH 1530 

3 Foundations of 
Math DE 

Foundations of 
Mathematics 
MATH 1420 

3 

STEM IV: Prep Prep for Engineering 3 STEM IV: Engineering Problem 3 
for Engr Prob Problem Solving Engineering Solving 
Solving DE ENGR 1009 Problem 

Solving DE 
ENGR 1010 

Theatre Arts Intro to Theatre 3 Theatre Arts V Intro to Theatre 3 
IV DE: THEA 1030 DE: Advanced Production 
Advanced Production THEA 2511 
Production 
US History to 
1877 DE 

US to 
1877 
HIST 2010 

3 US History 
Since 1877 DE 

The US Since 
1877 
HIST 2020 

3 

Introduction 
to 
Entrepreneur-
ship DE 

Intro to 
Entrepreneurship 
UNIV 2555 

3 

Dual Enrollment Courses through Southwest TN Community College 
HHS Course Fall Semester 

University Course 
Equivalent 

Post-
Secondary 

Credit 
Hours 

HHS Course Spring Semester 
University Course 

Equivalent 

Post-
Secondary 

Credit 
Hours 

Mech I DE: 
Electrical 
Components 

Electrical 
Components 
MECH 1310 

3 Mech II DE: 
Fluid Power 

Fluid Power 
MECH 1330 

3 

Mech III DE: 
Mechanical 
Components 

Mechanical 
Components 
MECH 1320 

3 Mech IV DE: 
PLC 
Programming 

PLC Programming 
MECH 1340 

3 
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Advanced Placement (AP) 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses are taught at a college level with curriculum and course content determined by The 
College Board to ensure student readiness for AP qualifying exams. AP courses require deeper content knowledge and 
content literacy skills as well as extensive reading, writing, and application beyond the classroom. Students in AP courses 
have an opportunity to earn college credit based on their performance on the associated AP exam. To enroll in an AP 
course, students should have successfully completed prerequisite coursework - often at an honors level - and be 
recommended by a prerequisite teacher. 

Students should be aware that many Advanced Placement Courses require summer enrichment due at the onset of the 
course. Like in honors courses, summer enrichment is intended for students to further hone their skills, to access 
necessary content knowledge, and to practice model responses which might be new and unfamiliar to them. In addition 
to recommendations, students must submit a signed Memorandum of Understanding and Summer Enrichment forms 
acknowledging their understanding of course requirements. 

Students will earn five (5) percentage points which are applied to the final average of each grading period and to each 
semester exam grade. The two nine-week grades and the semester exam grade will be used to calculate the semester 
average, but additional quality points are not added to the semester average. AP course grades also carry an additional 
quality point used in the calculation of weighted averages. 

Students should additionally note that failure to participate in the qualifying AP exam delivered at the conclusion of the 
course requires that these points be retroactively removed from their averages, which may negatively impact overall 
averages and, ultimately, GPAs. 

AP credits are nearly universally accepted, though the required cut scores for credit and the credit hours awarded vary 
by schools. Some schools, such as service academies, do not offer credits for AP courses despite a highly competitive 
admissions process that drives students to take them anyway 

• AP options are suited for students who desire challenge and rigor in one or more content areas. 
• AP courses are more rigorous and comprehensive than DE courses. Many AP courses have challenging 

prerequisites, but others are open to any student willing to accept the challenge and the workload 
• AP courses are taught by teachers with high levels of content expertise and who have attended rigorous training 

courses which seek to ensure students receive strong instruction 
• College credits are awarded solely based on AP exam performance regardless of the student’s academic grade 

in the course 
• There is no cost associated with the course, but there is a fee for the exam. Students who don’t sit for the exam 

retroactively lose the 5 quality points associated with the course, which can adversely impact their GPA 
• There are AP courses that are accessible to students at every grade level, and students can take as many AP 

courses as they can manage 

AP Class 
Score on the 

AP Exam 
Associated Credit at 

The University of Memphis 
Semester Hours Credit 

Art History 3, 4, or 5 Art 1030 3 hours 
Art Drawing/Studio 3, 4, or 5 Art (Lower Division) 3 hours 

Biology 
3 

Biology 1010/1011 
Non-Major Biology with Lab 

8 hours 

4 or 5 
Biology 1110/1111 

Major Biology with Lab 
8 hours 

Calculus AB 
3 Math 1830 3 hours 

4 or 5 Math 1910 4 hours 
3 Math 1910 4 hours 

Calculus BC 
4 or 5 

Math 1910 
Math 1920 

8 hours 
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Chemistry 

3 Chemistry 1010/1011 4 hours 
4 Chemistry 1110/1111 4 hours 

5 
Chemistry 1110/1111 
Chemistry 1120/1121 

8 hours 

Computer Science 
Principles 

3, 4, or 5 COMP 1000 3 hours 

English Language and 
Composition 

3 English 1010 3 hours 

4 or 5 
English 1010 
English 1020 

6 hours 

English Literature and 
Composition 

3 English 1010 3 hours 

4 or 5 
English 1010 
English 1020 

6 hours 

Environmental Science 3, 4, or 5 ENVR (Lower Division) 4 hours 

European History 
3 HIST (Lower Division) 3 hours 

4 of 5 HIST (Lower Division) 6 hours 

French Language & 
Culture 

3 French 1010/1020 6 hours 
4 French 1010/1020/2010 9 hours 
5 French 1010/1020/2010/2020 12 hours 

German Language & 
Culture 

3 German 1010/1020 6 hours 
4 German 1010/1020/2010 9 hours 
5 German 1010/1020/2010/2020 12 hours 

Human Geography 3, 4, or 5 ESCI 1401 3 hours 

Latin 
3 Latin 1010/1020 6 hours 
4 Latin 1010/1020/2010 9 hours 
5 Latin 1010/1020/2010/2020 12 hours 

Macroeconomics 3, 4, or 5 Economics 2010 3 hours 
Microeconomics 3, 4, or 5 Economics 2020 3 hours 

Music Theory 3, 4, or 5 MUTC 1001 2 hours 

Physics I 
3 Physics 1010/1001 8 hours 

4 or 5 Physics 2010/2011 8 hours 

Physics II 
3 Physics 1010/1001 8 hours 

4 or 5 Physics 2020/2021 8 hours 

Pre-Calculus 
3 Math 1710 3 hours 

4 or 5 Math 1730 3 hours 

Psychology 
3 Psychology (Lower Division) 3 hours 

4 or 5 Psychology 1030 3 hours 
Research 3, 4, or 5 Elective 3 hours 
Seminar 3, 4, or 5 GEN lower division 3 hours 

Spanish Language & 
Culture 

3 Spanish 1010/1020 6 hours 
4 Spanish 1010/1020/2010 9 hours 
5 Spanish 1010/1020/2010/2020 12 hours 

Statistics 3, 4, or 5 Math 1530 3 hours 

US Government and 
Politics 

3 POLS 1030 3 hours 

4 or 5 
POLS 1030 

POLS (Lower Division) 
6 hours 

US History 
3 History 2020 3 hours 

4 or 5 History 2010/2020 6 hours 

World History 
3 History 1120 3 hours 

4 or 5 History 1110/1120 6 hours 

Reference AP College Board to find colleges that offer credit or placement for AP scores. 10 
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Course Selection Changes 
Course selections should be made with careful consideration during the course selection period. HHS will build its 
master schedule based on student course requests and staff availability. The registration process helps determine 
which courses the school will staff and offer in the upcoming academic year. Once the master schedule is established, 
students are obligated to take the courses they requested. 

Students may request a valid schedule change to correct a scheduling error made by the school, incorrect placement 
due to missing prerequisites, or summer school credit(s) necessitating a different placement. These schedule 
corrections must be made during the first 5 days of the semester. Students will not be added to a new course after the 
fifth day of class for that course. 

To appropriately place students in courses which will lead to academic success, prerequisite requirements are listed for 
any Honors, Dual Enrollment, or Advanced Placement (AP) courses. Student and/or parent/guardian requests to drop 
an Honors, Dual Enrollment, or AP course will only be considered if the student is found by the teacher to be 
academically misplaced based on performance after ten (10) days of instruction. In addition, this request must be 
approved by the principal or the principal’s designee. 

When difficulties in a class occur, the following procedures should be followed: 
1. The student should seek assistance from the course instructor. The student is expected to engage in the 

solutions offered by the course instructor. 
2. If student difficulties persist in the course, the parent/guardian should communicate with the teacher. 

Communication may occur by email, phone, or parent/teacher conference. 
3. If the student continues to experience difficulties, the parent may request a school meeting that includes the 

teacher, student, parent(s)/guardian(s), appropriate counselor, and appropriate administrator. The team will 
form an appropriate plan of action to address the concerns. 
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Graduation Requirements 
To meet state and local graduation requirements, students must earn a minimum of 22 credits in the following 
specified areas. 

English: 4 credits 

Math: 4 credits 
The four math credits must include Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and a fourth 
higher-level math course. 
Students must be enrolled in a mathematics course each year. 

Science: 3 credits 
The three science credits must include Biology, Chemistry or Physics, and a 
third lab course. 

Social Studies: 3 credits 

The three social studies credits must include: 
• World History and Geography (Standard or AP) or AP Human Geography or 

AP European History 
• US History and Geography (Standard, AP, or DE) or American History SDC 
• Economics (Standard or AP) and US Government and Politics (Standard, AP, 

or DE) 
Lifetime Wellness: 1 credit 

Physical Education: 0.5 credit 
The Physical Education requirement may be met through documented 
participation in at least 80 hours of approved extracurricular activities such as 
marching band, school sports, or competitive community sports. 

Personal Finance: 0.5 credit 
World Language: 2 credits The two world language credits must be obtained in the same language. 
Fine Arts: 1 credit 

Area of Focus: 3 credits 
Three additional credits beyond those listed above must be earned through a 
focused program of study designed to prepare students for the workforce and 
postsecondary study. 

**Computer Science credit 
Beginning with the entering Freshmen class of 2024-2025, high school students 
must take one Computer Science credit for high school graduation (TCA 49-1-
232). This course can count as a 4th math credit or a 3rd lab science credit. 

Assessments 
• TNReady End of Course Exams: EOC exams are required by the State Board of Education and Tennessee 

Department of Education for students enrolled in English I, English II, Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and 
Biology. A student’s score on the EOC exam will be factored as a percentage of the student’s final average in the 
related course. 

• ACT: The ACT is required for every junior by the State Board of Education. To receive a regular high school 
diploma, all students enrolled in a Tennessee public school during their eleventh-grade year must take the ACT. 

• United States Civics Test: To receive a regular high school diploma, all students must take and pass a United 
States civics test. This test will be administered upon completion of the US Government course. 

• Advanced Placement Exams: AP exams are required for students enrolled in AP courses. All students enrolled in 
an AP course must pay the $97 exam fee per course and participate in the College Board AP testing program in 
May. If a student does not sit the for AP exam, the additional 5 percentage points added to the student’s grade(s) 
will be removed and the student’s final grade will be recalculated to reflect that change. Students in AP courses 
may earn college credit if they perform well on the national exam. 

• Statewide Dual Credit Challenge Exams: All students enrolled in an SDC course must sit for the challenge exam 
at the end of the course. If a student does not sit for the challenge exam, the additional 4 percentage points 
added to the student’s grade(s) will be removed and the student’s final grade will be recalculated to reflect that 
change. Students who meet the cut score on the culminating challenge exam earn credit that can be applied to 
any public postsecondary institution in the state. 

• National Industry Certification Exams: Students enrolled in CTE programs of study are encouraged to complete 
the aligned industry certification exam. 

12 



 

  

   
              

          
            

              
   

       

            
                  

                 

    

           
             

          
  

 
      

             
 

             
           

                   
        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Area of Focus 
Part of meeting Tennessee’s graduation requirements is the inclusion of an Area of Focus. As part of curricular planning, 
students will work with counselors and utilize post-secondary interest inventories and student input to make choices 
about that focus. Focused programs of study are designed to prepare students for the workforce, post-secondary study, 
or both. The intent of the area of focus is to provide students with an opportunity to explore a particular academic area 
in greater depth, and include options in Career & Technical Education, the Fine Arts, or the Liberal Arts - each of which 
offers several choices to meet student needs and desires. 

Students who may not want to pursue a traditional university education as their post-secondary path can request to 
waive World Language or Fine Arts credit requirements to expand their area of focus. Students should discuss this option 
with their parents, their counselor, and their college and career counselor to ensure it's the best choice for them. 

College & Career Readiness (CCR) 

Tennessee’s new College & Career Readiness (CCR) measure reflects how well students are prepared to pursue their 
chosen postsecondary pathway—whether that is college, career training, military service, or entering the workforce. 
CCR is demonstrated through a combination of academic progress, skill development, and completion of key 
readiness indicators. 

Students can meet CCR expectations in several ways, including: 

• Earning early postsecondary opportunities (EPSOs), such as dual enrollment, AP, SDC, industry certification, or 
work-based learning. 

• Meeting benchmarks on nationally recognized assessments such as the ACT or ASVAB. 
• Completing career-aligned programs of study that lead to stackable credentials and future opportunities. 

As you explore courses and plan your pathway, pay close attention to EPSO options and courses that build the 
knowledge, skills, and credentials aligned to your long-term goals. 
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Areas of Focus Offered at HHS (Click the program name to learn more!) 

Advanced Manufacturing 
Mechatronics 
Advanced Manufacturing careers require strong mechanical ability, specialized skills, communication skills, and 
computation skills all of which support employees in problems solving, decision making, and working as a member of 
a skilled team. Courses at HHS allow students to gain experience in applied hands-on situations, post-secondary 
credits, and industry certifications. 

1. Principles of Manufacturing – EPSO & IC 
2. Digital Electronics 
3. Mech I DE: Electrical Components – EPSO 

Mech II DE: Fluid Power – EPSO 
4. Mech III DE: Mechanical Components – EPSO 

Mech IV DE: PLC Programming – EPSO 

Arts, Audio/Visual Technology, & Communications 
Audio/Visual Production 
The Audio/Visual communications industry covers a wide range of careers including the manufacture, sale, rental, 
design, installation, integration, operation, and repair of audiovisual equipment. They are involved in the creation and 
presentation of media in a myriad of different settings not simply limited to TV or film production. Job recent job data 
points to a 20-30% job growth within the foreseeable future. 

1. Audio Visual Production I 
2. Audio Visual Production II- EPSO & IC 
3. TV & Video Production Lab DE – EPSO 
4. Introduction to Media DE – EPSO 

Digital Arts & Design 
Digital Arts & Design majors can find themselves working within or without the art world. Commonly, digital artists 
make use of their skills in animation, graphic design, photography, advertising, marketing, web design, and even 
game design. Whether as part of a design studio or a freelancer, design work requires a strong mix of artistic talent, 
technical skills, and understanding of user experience. 

1. Digital Arts & Design I 
2. Digital Arts & Design II 
3. Digital Arts & Design III – EPSO & IC 

Health Science 
Therapeutic Services 
Health Services is one of the largest industries in the country, accounting for more than 11 million jobs. The health 
science industry includes establishments ranging from small-town private practice physicians who employ only one 
medical assistant, individual self-employed service providers, to busy inner-city hospitals that provide thousands of 
diverse jobs. The industry is expected to add 1.6 billion jobs by 2033, accounting for nearly one-quarter of the jobs 
expected to be added to the economy. 

1. Health Science Education 
2. Anatomy & Physiology: Health Sciences 
3. Medical Therapeutics – IC 
4. Clinical Intern Therapeutics – EPSO & IC 
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5. Additional offering: Sport Medical Terminology DE ONLINE – EPSO 

Human Service 
Human & Social Sciences 
Social health services focus on the skills and knowledge needed for occupations that support the everyday 
functioning of society, such as social services workers, counselors, and family mediators. Students investigate human 
needs and their impact on lifespan development, an overview of the human and social services fields, communication 
skills, and the historical and social changes of the modern family. 

1. Introduction to Human Studies 
2. Lifespan Development 
3. Family & Global Perspectives DE – EPSO 

Family Resource Management DE – EPSO 
4. Additional offering: Principles of Nutrition DE ONLINE – EPSO 

Hospitality and Tourism 
Culinary Arts 
The Hospitality and Tourism career cluster prepares learners for post-secondary credentials and careers in the 
management and operations of lodging, food services, attractions, recreation and event planning, and other travel-
related services. This career cluster includes two programs of study: Culinary Arts and Hospitality and Tourism 
Management. Beginning salaries depend on the employee’s skills, education, and job level at a hotel, restaurant, 
tourism office, recreation facility, amusement park, or attraction site. Salaries range from entry level wages to six 
figures. This industry is known for being promoted from within, for its large number of young managers, and the 
ability to travel and move nationally and internationally. 

1. Culinary Arts I 
2. Culinary Arts II- EPSO & IC 

Culinary Arts courses will be added each year ensuring students who begin this area of focus will have the 
opportunity complete a full program of study. Future courses will allow students to earn Dual Enrollment credit 
through the University of Memphis. 

Business Management & Administration 
Business Management 
The Business Management and Administration career cluster prepares learners for careers in planning, organizing, 
directing, and evaluating business functions essential to efficient and productive business operations. Career 
opportunities are available in every sector of the economy and require specific skills in organization, time 
management, customer service, and communication. 

1. Intro to Business & Marketing 
2. Business Communication 
3. Business Management 
4. Introduction to Entrepreneurship DE – EPSO 

Marketing, Distribution, & Logistics 
Marketing 
The Marketing, Distribution & Logistics career cluster prepares learners for careers in planning, managing, and 
performing marketing activities to reach organizational objectives, as well as careers involved in the planning, 
management, and movement of people, materials, and products by road, air, rail, and water. A large percentage of 
jobs in the Marketing career cluster have a bright outlook and are expected to grow rapidly in the next several years, 
due to ample job openings and the addition of new occupations. 
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1. Intro to Business & Marketing 
2. Marketing & Management I 
3. Social Media & Analytics 
4. Introduction to Entrepreneurship DE – EPSO 

Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security 
Criminal Justice & Correction Services 
The Criminal Justice and Correction Services program of study prepares students for a range of careers in law 
enforcement, crime scene analysis, forensic science, public safety, and criminal justice. Course content emphasizes 
procedures and laws governing the application of justice in the United States, from constitutional rights to crisis 
scenario management and the elements of criminal investigations. Upon completion of this program of study, 
students will be equipped with the knowledge and skill preparation for post-secondary or career opportunities in 
many law- and justice-related fields. 

1. Criminal Justice I 
2. Criminal Justice II 
3. Criminal Justice III 
4. Introduction to Criminal Justice DE ONLINE – EPSO 

Introduction to Policing DE ONLINE – EPSO 

Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources 
Horticulture Science 
Horticulture Science prepares students for future careers in the management of greenhouse operations, horticulture 
production, landscape design and maintenance, and turf management. Content covered in includes principles of 
plant health, growth, reproduction, and biotechnology, principles of hydroponics and aquaponics, greenhouse 
structures, growing media, site analysis and planning, principles of design, and plant selection and care techniques. 
Upon completion of these courses, students will be prepared to pursue careers or further study in the horticultural 
sciences. 

1. Agriscience – IC 
2. Principles of Plant Sci & Hydroculture – EPSO & IC 
3. Greenhouse Management 
4. Landscaping & Turf Science 

STEM 
Advanced STEM Applications 
STEM Applications is a program of study designed for students interested in the exciting careers available in the 
high-demand fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. This program of study is uniquely 
structured to offer students an overview of STEM fields, occupations, and applications in the first course, followed by 
more specialized study of the scientific inquiry or engineering design process in subsequent courses, culminating in a 
portfolio and internship experience. Upon completion, students will be prepared to pursue advanced study in the 
STEM field of their choice at a variety of post-secondary institutions. 

1. STEM I: Foundations Honors – EPSO & IC 
2. STEM II: Applications Honors 
3. STEM III: STEM in Context Honors – EPSO & IC 
4. STEM IV: Prep for Engr Prob Solving DE – EPSO 

STEM IV: Engineering Problem Solving DE – EPSO 
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Information Technology 
Information Technology (IT) careers involve the design, development, support and management of hardware, 
software, multimedia and systems integration services. The IT industry is a dynamic and entrepreneurial working 
environment that has a revolutionary impact on the economy and society. In addition to careers in the IT industry, IT 
careers are available in every sector of the economy - from Financial Services to Medical Services, Business to 
Engineering and Environmental Services. Anyone preparing for an IT career should have a solid grounding in math 
and science. 

Coding 
1. Computer Science Foundations 

Computer Science Principles AP– EPSO 
2. Coding I 
3. Coding II Honors 
4. Computer Science A AP – EPSO 

**Students can apply for a Work-Based Learning Career Practicum after completion of at least two course offerings in a program. 

Additional Offering 
AI for ALL Minor 

1. Artificial Intelligence Literacy DE ONLINE – EPSO 
2. Artificial Intelligence Skills and Techniques DE ONLINE – EPSO 

These two courses count for 6 of the 12 credit hours required for the new AI for All minor from the University of Memphis, which 
launched in Fall 2025. Additional electives will be available during the 2027–2028 school year, allowing students to complete the 
full minor. 

Elective Focus Areas 
Advanced Manufacturing 
Mechatronics 
1. Principles of 
Manufacturing 
2. Digital Electronics 
3. Mech I DE: Electrical 
Components* 

& Mech II DE: Fluid 
Power* 
4. Mech III DE: Mechanical 
Components* 

& Mech IV DE: PLC 
Programming* 
5. WBL: Mechatronics 
Career Practicum 

Advanced Placement (AP) 

English 11: Language World History AP 
and Composition AP Human Geography AP 

English 12:  Literature European History AP 
and Composition AP US History AP 

US Government AP 
Art History AP Macroeconomics AP 
Music Theory AP Psychology AP 

Pre-Calculus AP French Language & 
Statistics AP Culture AP 
Calculus AB AP German Language & 
Calculus BC AP Culture AP 

Latin AP 
Biology AP Spanish Language & 
Chemistry AP Culture AP 
Environmental Science AP 
Physics I AP Computer Science 
Physics II AP Principles AP 

Computer Science A AP 

Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources 
Horticulture Science 
1. Agriscience 
2. Principles of Plant Sci & Hydroculture 
3. Greenhouse Management 
4. Landscaping & Turf Science 
5. WBL: Horticulture Science Career 
Practicum 

Arts, Audio/Visual 
Technology, & 
Communications 
Audio/Visual Production 
1. Audio Visual Production I 
2. Audio Visual Production II 
3. TV & Video Production 
Lab DE 

Business Management & Administration 
Business Management 
1. Intro to Business & Marketing 
2. Business Communication 
3. Business Management 
4. Introduction to Entrepreneurship DE 
5. WBL: Business Management and Administration Career 
Practicum 

Fine Arts 
Instrumental Music Art I Honors 

Honors Art History AP 
Varsity Band Honors Mixed Media 
Color Guard Honors Studio Honors 
Improvisation Honors Painting & Drawing 
Jazz Band Honors Studio Honors 
Theory & Harmony Illustration & Narr. 
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4. Introduction to Media DE 
5. WBL: Audio/Visual 
Production Career Practicum 

Digital Arts & Design 
1. Digital Arts & Design I 
2. Digital Arts & Design II 
3. Digital Arts & Design III 
4. WBL: Digital Arts & 
Design Career Practicum 

Honors Art Honors 
Music Theory AP Studio Art: Drawing 

AP 
Orchestra Theatre Arts I 
Orchestra Honors Honors: Beginning 
Symphony Orchestra Acting 

Honors Theatre Arts II 
Honors: Scene 

Mixed Choir Study 
Treble Choir Honors Theatre Arts III 
Concert Choir Honors: Health Science Humanities 

Therapeutic Services 
1. Health Science Education 
2. Anatomy & Physiology: 
Health Sciences 
3. Medical Therapeutics 
4. Clinical Intern 
Therapeutics 

African American Humanities Honors 
History* Journalism (Yearbook) 

Classical Mythology* Preparing for the ACT* 
Creative Writing* Psychology* 
European History AP Sociology* 
Human Geography AP Psychology AP 
World History AP 

Honors Advanced Acting 
Theatre Arts IV DE: 

Art I Advanced 
Art History AP Production 
Intro to Film Theatre Arts V DE: 
Theatre Arts I: Advanced 

Introduction Production 
5. WBL: Therapeutic Oral Communication DE* 
Services Career Practicum 
6. Additional offering: 
Sport Medical Terminology 

Etymology Honors* +World Languages above 
Facing History & Ourselves graduation requirements 

Honors* 

Additional offering: 
Intro to Music DE 

ONLINE 
DE ONLINE 

Hospitality & Tourism 
Culinary Arts 
1. Culinary Arts I 
2. Culinary Arts II 
Human Service Information Technology Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security 
Human & Social Sciences Coding Criminal Justice & Correction Services 
1. Introduction to Human 1. Computer Science Foundations 1. Criminal Justice I 

Studies or Computer Science Principles AP 2. Criminal Justice II 
2. Lifespan Development 2. Coding I 3. Criminal Justice III 
3. Family & Global 3. Coding II Honors 4. Introduction to Criminal Justice DE* 
Perspectives DE* 4. Computer Science A AP ONLINE & Introduction to Policing DE* 

& Family Resource 5. WBL: Coding Career Practicum ONLINE 
Management DE* 5. WBL: Criminal Justice and Correction 
4. Sociology* & Psychology* Additional Offering Services Career Practicum 
5. WBL: Human and Social AI for ALL 
Sciences Career Practicum 1. Artificial Intelligence Literacy DE ONLINE 
6. Additional offering: 2. Artificial Intelligence Skills and Techniques DE ONLINE 
Principles of Nutrition DE 
ONLINE 
Marketing, Distribution, & Math & Science STEM 
Logistics Pre-Calculus AP Chem DE I Advanced STEM Applications 
Marketing Calculus Chem DE II 1. STEM I: Foundation Honors 
1. Intro to Business & College Alg DE* & Trig DE* Chemistry II Honors & 2. STEM II: Applications Honors 
Marketing Calculus AB AP Chemistry AP 3. STEM III: STEM in Context Honors 
2. Marketing & Calculus BC AP Anatomy & Phys. Honors 4. STEM IV: Prep for Engr Prob Solving DE* 
Management I Calc III DE Anatomy & Phys. DE I & STEM IV: Engineering Problem Solving 
3. Social Media & Analytics Diff Equa DE Anatomy & Phys. DE II DE* 
4. Introduction to Statistics AP Environmental 5. WBL: Advanced STEM Applications 
Entrepreneurship DE Stat Prob DE* & F Math DE* Science AP 
5. WBL: Marketing Bio DE I Physics I AP 
Management Career Bio DE II Physics II AP 
Practicum Biology II Honors & 

Biology AP 
* .5 credit 
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Houston High School 
Student Name ____________________________ 

Student Four-Year Plan 

Minimum 22 Credits Required for Graduation 
English 

(4 credits) 
Math 

(4 credits) 
Science 

(3 credits) 
Social 

Studies 
Personal 
Finance 

Wellness 
(1.5 credits) 

World 
Languages 

Fine Arts 
(1 credit) 

Focus Area 
(3 credits) 

Must 
include: 
English 9 

English 10 
English 11 
English 12 

Must 
include: 

Algebra I 
Geometry 
Algebra II 
Additional 

Math 

Must 
include: 
Biology 

Chemistry 
or Physics 
3rd Lab 
Science 

(3 credits) 
Must 

include: 
World 
History 

US History 
US Govt 

(0.5 credits) Must 
include: 
Lifetime 
Wellness 

and Lifetime 
Sports or 
Lifetime 

(2 credits in 
the same 
language) 

Computer 
Science 

(C/O 2028 
and 

beyond) 

Economics Sports 
Waiver 

NINTH GRADE TENTH GRADE 

English ________________________________________________ 
Math __________________________________________________ 
Science ________________________________________________ 
Wellness ______________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 

English ________________________________________________ 
Math __________________________________________________ 
Science ________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 

ELEVENTH GRADE TWELFTH GRADE 

English ________________________________________________ 
Math __________________________________________________ 
Science ________________________________________________ 
Social Studies __________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 

English ________________________________________________ 
Math __________________________________________________ 
Social Studies __________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 
Other _________________________________________________ 

Focus Area (Circle One) CCR Distinction 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Adv. Manufacturing 
Advanced • Hospitality & Tourism 
Placement • Human Service 
Agriculture, Food, & • Humanities 
Natural Resources • Information Technology 
Arts, Audio/Visual • Law, Public Safety, 
Tech, & Corrections, & Security 
Communications • Marketing, Distribution, & 
Business Logistics 
Management • Math & Science 
Fine Arts • STEM 
Health Science 

Students can earn College and Career Readiness status (CCR) 
by scoring a 21 or higher on the ACT or earning 1 or more 
EPSOs. As you build your plan, list your EPSOs below. 

1. _________________________________________ 
2. _________________________________________ 
3. _________________________________________ 
4. _________________________________________ 
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Diploma Types 
Traditional High School Diploma 
A Traditional High School Diploma is awarded to students who meet the minimum standards established by the State 
Board of Education, earn the specified twenty-two (22) units of credit, complete the ACT, and have satisfactory records 
of attendance and conduct. Students must also take Computer Science and pass a US Civics exam designed by the 
LEA. 

Special Education Diploma 
A Special Education Diploma may be awarded at the end of the fourth year of high school to students with disabilities 
who: 

• have not met the requirements for a regular high school diploma, 
• have received special education services or supports and made satisfactory progress on an individualized 

education program, 
• and have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct, 

Students who obtain a Special Education Diploma may continue to work toward a regular high school diploma through 
the end of the school year in which they turn twenty-two (22) years old. 

Occupational Diploma 
An Occupational Diploma may be awarded at the end of the fourth year of high school to students with disabilities 
who: 

• have not met the requirements for a regular high school diploma, 
• have received special education services or supports and made satisfactory progress on an individualized 

education program, 
• have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct, 
• have completed the occupational diploma Skills, Knowledge, and Experience Mastery Assessment (SKEMA) 

created by the Tennessee Department of Education, 
• and have completed two (2) years of paid or non-paid work experience. 

Students who obtain an Occupational Diploma may continue to work toward a regular high school diploma through 
the end of the school year in which they turn twenty-two (22) years old. 

Alternate Academic Diploma 
An Alternate Academic Diploma may be awarded at the end of the fourth year of high school to students with 
significant cognitive disabilities who: 

• have participated in the high school alternate assessments, 
• earned the prescribed twenty-two (22) credit minimum, 
• have received special education services or supports and made satisfactory progress on an individualized 

education program, 
• have satisfactory records of attendance and conduct, 
• have completed a transition assessment(s) that measure, at a minimum, postsecondary education and training, 

employment, independent living, and community involvement. 

The required credits may be earned either through the state-approved standards or through alternate academic 
diploma course requirements defined by the Department of Education. A student who earns an alternate academic 
diploma shall continue to be eligible for special education services under IDEA until the student receives a regular 
high school diploma or through the end of the school year in which they turn twenty-two (22) years old. 
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Diploma Distinctions 

Distinction Requirements 

GMSD Honors Diploma 

Students shall be recognized as graduating with GMSD Honors if they have met the 
graduation requirements, as well as the following: 
• Earn a GPA of 3.5 or higher 
• Successfully complete twelve (12) advanced courses: Honors, AP, or Dual 

Enrollment courses 
• Two (2) of the honors courses must be completed the 12th grade year 

District Distinction 

Students shall be recognized as graduating with District Distinction if they have met 
the graduation requirements, as well as the following: 
• Earn an unweighted GPA of 3.0 or higher 
• Earn a recognized industry certification in area of career interest or a regionally 

recognized industry certification 

State Honors 
Students shall be recognized as graduating with State Honors if they score at or 
above all subject area readiness benchmarks on the ACT. 

State Distinction 

Students shall be recognized as graduating with State Distinction if they obtain an 
unweighted GPA of 3.0 or higher AND complete one of the following: 
• Earn a national and/or state recognized industry certification; 
• Participate in at least one of the Governor’s Schools; 
• Participate in one of the state’s All State musical organizations; 
• Earn statewide recognition or award at a skill or knowledge-based state 

tournament, convention, or competition hosted by a statewide student 
organization, and/or qualify for national recognition by a national student 
organization; 

• Be selected as a National Merit Finalist or Semi-Finalist; 
• Attain a composite score of 31 or higher on the ACT or SAT equivalent; 
• Attain a score of three (3) or higher on at least two advanced placement exams; 
• Successfully complete the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme; or 
• Earn twelve (12) or more semester hours of postsecondary credit. 

Industry 4.0 

Students shall be recognized as graduating with Industry 4.0 Distinction if they 
complete the following: 
1. Before the end of grade 10, the student must: 

• Notify the student’s counselor or school principal with documentation 
signed by the student’s parent or legal guardian indicating that the student’s 
parent or legal guardian is aware of the requirements for the parent’s or legal 
guardian’s student to obtain an Industry 4.0 Diploma Distinction and 
consenting to the student’s intent to pursue the diploma distinction; 
• Register with an American Job Center (AJC) or other career counseling or 
community partner approved by the student’s school; and 
• Enroll in Work-Based Learning (WBL) or dual enrollment courses for the 
student’s grade 11 school year. 

2. During the student’s grade 11 school year, the student must: 
• Meet no less than once per month with a career coach; 
• Successfully complete all coursework required to progress toward 
graduation; and 
• Enroll in WBL or dual enrollment courses for the student’s grade 12 year. 

3. During the student’s grade 12 school year, the student must: 
• Meet no less than once per month with a career coach; and 
• Successfully complete all coursework required for graduation. 
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Diploma Recognitions 

Recognition Requirements 

Tennessee Tri-Star Scholar 
Students who earn a composite score of nineteen (19) or higher on the ACT or SAT 
equivalent AND a capstone industry certification shall be recognized as a Tennessee 
Tri-Star Scholar at graduation. 

Seal of Biliteracy 

Students who have attained a high level of proficiency in speaking, reading, and 
writing in one (1) or more languages in addition to English shall be recognized with a 
Seal of Biliteracy provided they meet the following criteria: 
• Complete all English language arts requirements for graduation with an overall 

GPA of 3.0 or higher in those classes; 
• Score at the advanced, on-track, or mastered level on each English language arts 

End of Course assessment taken; and 
• Achieve a passing score on a national recognized world language proficiency 

assessment. 
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Grading Scale 
In accordance with Germantown Municipal Schools Board of Education policy, grades will be reported on report cards 
and transcript records using numerical values as indicated in the scale below. 

GMSD Schools 
Grading Scale 

Grade 
Percentage 

Range 
A 90-100 
B 80-89 
C 70-79 
D 60-69 
F 59 or below 

In accordance with the State Board of Education Uniform Grading Policy, the HOPE Scholarship GPA will be reported 
on student transcripts. The HOPE Scholarship GPA will be calculated using numerical values as indicated in the scale 
below. The HOPE Scholarship GPA will not include additional GPA weighting. 

HOPE Scholarship GPA 
Grading Scale 

2022/2023 - Present 

Grade 
Percentage 

Range 
A 90-100 
B 80-89 
C 70-79 
D 60-69 
F 59 or below 

Additional Points for Advanced Coursework 
Additional points shall be awarded to the grades used to calculate the semester average for students enrolled in 
advanced courses as indicated below. 

Grade 
Percentage 

Range 
Honors Courses 

Local and State Dual Credit, 
Industry Certifications -

Aligned 

Advanced Placement and 
Dual Enrollment Courses 

A 90-100 Shall include the addition of 
3 percentage points to the 

grades used to calculate the 
semester average (Q1, Q2, 
Q3, Q4 & Semester Exams) 

Shall include the addition of 
4 percentage points to the 

grades used to calculate the 
semester average (Q1, Q2, 

Q3, Q4 & Semester Exams) -
NO quality points are added 

to university averages 

Shall include the addition of 
5 percentage points to the 

grades used to calculate the 
semester average (Q1, Q2, 

Q3, Q4 & Semester Exams) -
NO quality points are added 

to university averages 

B 80-89 

C 70-79 

D 60-69 

F Below 60 

No percentage points are added to benchmarks, EOCs, or any associated qualifying examinations 
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Students who fail to sit for the exam will not be awarded quality points or weighted points associated with the 
courses. 

*Grades and GPA are calculated according to the GMSD Grading Policy 4.600 

GMSD Weighted GPA Scale 

Grade Value 
Standard 
Courses 

Honors 
Courses 

Advanced Placement/Dual Enrollment/ Statewide Dual 
Credit/Local Dual Credit/National Industry Certification 

Courses 

A 90-100 4.0 4.5 5.0 

B 80-89 3.0 3.5 4.0 

C 70-79 2.0 2.5 3.0 

D 60-69 1.0 1.5 2.0 

F Below 60 0 0 0 

High School Courses Taken in Middle School 
Students who have taken the equivalent of a high school level course in middle school will earn a high school credit. 
Semester grades earned in high school courses will be recorded on the high school transcript, but these grades will 
not factor into the student’s GPA or class rank at the high school level. 

Class Designation 
In accordance with Germantown Municipal Schools Board of Education policy, all grades earned in grades 9, 10, 11, 
and the first semester of grade 12 shall be counted toward the weighted grade point average and the Honors 
Designation in the class. The final semester of grade 12 shall not be used in determining class standing. Students who 
graduate early but are enrolled through the first semester of grade 12 will be included in the calculation of the grade 
point average and the designated placement in their respective class. 

The Latin Honors Designation system will be used to delineate three categories for graduating students. 
• Summa Cum Laude (with highest honor/praise): GPA of 4.25 and above 
• Magna Cum Laude (with grade honor/praise): GPA of 4.0-4.24 
• Cum Laude (with honors/praise): GPA of 3.75-3.99 

Effective with the graduating class of 2021, GMSD will not rank students numerically; a laude system will be used to 
distinguish three ranges of academically high performing students based on cumulative weighted grade point 
average. Two honorary graduation speakers will be chosen from a pool of interested summa cum laude students after 
the completion of the seventh semester. Determinations will be made by committee through rubric scoring (GMSD 
Policy 4.602). 
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Athletic Eligibility 

Tennessee Secondary Sports Athletic Association 
To be eligible to participate in athletic contests during any school year, the student must earn five credits the 
preceding school year. All credits must be earned by the first day of the beginning of the school year. 

The HHS Athletic Director and NCAA counselor will meet with all student athletes once per semester to review 
regulations and eligibility status. 

National Collegiate Athletic Association 
If a student plans to compete in NCAA sports at a Division I or II school, the student must register with the NCAA 
Eligibility Center to ensure he/she stays on track to meet initial eligibility standards. 

To play sports at a Division I or II school, students must graduate from high school and meet all the following 
requirements: 

Division I Division II 

• Complete 16 core courses 
o Four credits of English 
o Three credits of math (Algebra I or higher) 
o Two credits of natural/physical science 

(including one lab science) 
o One additional credit of English, math, or 

natural/physical science 
o Two credits of social science 
o Four additional credits of English, math, 

natural/physical science, social science, 
foreign language, comparative religion or 
philosophy 

• Complete 16 core courses 
o Four credits of English 
o Three credits of math (Algebra I or higher) 
o Two credits of natural/physical science 

(including one lab science) 
o One additional credit of English, math, or 

natural/physical science 
o Two credits of social science 
o Four additional credits of English, math, 

natural/physical science, social science, 
foreign language, comparative religion or 
philosophy 

• Complete 10 core courses, including seven in 
English, math or natural/physical science, before 
your seventh semester 

• Earn at least a 2.3 GPA in your core courses • Earn at least a 2.2 GPA in your core courses 

• Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score 
matching your core-course GPA on the Division I 
sliding scale 

• Earn an SAT combined score or ACT sum score 
matching your core-course GPA on the Division II 
sliding scale 

NCAA Website: https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/ 

List of NCAA eligible courses: https://web3.ncaa.org/hsportal/exec/hsAction?hsActionSubmit=searchHighSchool 
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Freshman Course Offerings 

English 
English 9 English 9 Honors 

Math 
Algebra I: Part I and Part II 
Algebra I Honors 

Geometry 
Geometry Honors 

Science 

Physical Science (select 
students) 
Biology I 
Biology I Honors 

Wellness 
Lifetime Wellness LDC 

Social Studies 
World History & Geography Human Geography AP 

World History AP 

Fine Arts 

Art I 
Art I Honors 

Theatre Arts I: Introduction 
Introduction to Film 
Theatre Arts I Honors: Beginning 

Acting 

Chamber Orchestra Honors 

Instrumental Music Honors (fall) 
Varsity Band Honors 
Color Guard Honors (spring) 
Improvisation Honors (fall) 
Jazz Band Honors (spring) 

Mixed Choir 
Concert Choir Honors 
Treble Choir Honors 

World 
Languages 

German I 
Latin I 

French I Honors 
German I Honors 
Latin I Honors 
Spanish I Honors 

CTE 

Audio Visual Production 
Audio Visual Production I 

Business Management 
Intro to Business & Marketing 

Coding 
Computer Science Foundations 
Computer Science Principles AP 

Criminal Justice 
Criminal Justice I 

Culinary Arts 
Culinary Arts I 

Digital Arts 
Digital Arts & Design I 

Horticulture 
Agriscience 

Human & Social Services 
Introduction to Human Studies 

Marketing 
Intro to Business & Marketing 

Mechatronics 
Principles of Manufacturing 

STEM 
STEM I: Foundations Honors 

Therapeutic Services 
Health Science Education 

Additional 
Course 
Offerings 

Success Skills-Service Learning* Creative Writing* 
Classical Mythology* 

African American History* 
Facing History & Ourselves 

Honors* 
Humanities Honors 

*0.5 credit course 
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Sophomore Course Offerings 
English English 10 English 10 Honors 

Math 
Geometry 
Geometry Honors 

Algebra II 
Algebra II Honors 

Pre-Calculus 
Pre-Calculus AP 
Statistics AP 

Science 

Biology I 
Biology I Honors 

Chemistry I 
Chemistry I Honors 

Environmental Science 
Human Anatomy & Phys. Honors 
Physics I 
Physics I AP 

Social Studies 
World History & Geography Human Geography AP 

World History AP 
European History AP 

Fine Arts 

Art I 
Art I Honors 
Art History AP 
Mixed Media Studio Honors 
Painting & Drawing Studio Honors 
Illustration & Narrative Art Honors 

Theatre Arts I: Introduction 
Introduction to Film 
Theatre Arts I Honors: Beginning 

Acting 
Theatre Arts II Honors: Scene 

Study 

Orchestra Honors 
Symphony Orchestra Honors 
Theory & Harmony Honors 

Instrumental Music Honors (fall) 
Varsity Band Honors 
Color Guard Honors (spring) 
Improvisation Honors (fall) 
Jazz Band Honors (spring) 

Mixed Choir 
Concert Choir Honors 
Treble Choir Honors 

Theory & Harmony Honors 

World 
Languages 

French I 
French II 
German I 
German II 
Latin I 
Latin II 
Spanish I 
Spanish II 

French I Honors 
German I Honors 
Latin I Honors 
Spanish I Honors 

French II Honors 
German II Honors 
Latin II Honors 
Spanish II Honors 

CTE 

Audio Visual Production 
Audio Visual Production I 
Audio Visual Production II 

Business Management 
Intro to Business & Marketing 
Business Communication 
Business Management 

Coding 
Computer Science Foundations 
Computer Science Principles AP 
Coding I 

Criminal Justice 
Criminal Justice I 
Criminal Justice II 

Culinary Arts 
Culinary Arts I 
Culinary Arts II 

Digital Arts 
Digital Arts & Design I 
Digital Arts & Design II 

Horticulture 
Agriscience 
Principles of Plant Sci & 

Hydroculture 

Human & Social Services 
Introduction to Human Studies 
Lifespan Development 

Marketing 
Intro to Business & Marketing 
Marketing and Management I 
Social Media & Analytics 

Mechatronics 
Principles of Manufacturing 
Digital Electronics 

STEM 
STEM I: Foundations Honors 
STEM II: Applications Honors 

Therapeutic Services 
Health Science Education 
Anatomy & Physiology: Health 

Sciences 
Personal Fin. Personal Finance LDC* 
AP Capstone Seminar AP (w/English 10 Honors)^ 

Additional 
Course 
Offerings 

Success Skills-Service Learning* 
Preparing for the ACT* 
Lifetime Sports* 

Etymology Honors* 
Creative Writing* 
Classical Mythology* 
Journalism (Yearbook) 

African American History* 
Facing History & Ourselves Honors* 
Humanities Honors 
Psychology AP 

*0.5 credit course ^Must select both courses 
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Junior Course Offerings 

English English 11 Language and Composition AP Eng DE I: English Composition 

Math 

Algebra II 
Algebra II Honors 
Pre-Calculus 
Pre-Calculus AP 

Statistics 
Statistics AP 
Statistics: Probability & Statistics DE* 

AND Foundations of Math DE*^ 

College Algebra DE* AND 
Trigonometry DE*^ 

Calculus AB AP 
Calculus AB AP AND Calculus BC 

AP^ 

Science 

Biology II Honors AND Biology 
AP^ 

Bio DE I: Biology of Cells 
Bio DE II: Biology of 

Organisms 

Environmental Science 
Environmental Science AP 

Chemistry I 
Chemistry I Honors 
Chemistry II Honors AND 

Chemistry AP^ 
Chem DE I: Chemistry of Materials 
Chem DE II: General Chemistry 

Human Anatomy & Phys. Honors 
Anatomy & Physiology I DE 
Anatomy & Physiology II DE 
Physics I 
Physics I AP 
Physics II AP 

Social Studies 

American History SDC 
US History AP 
US History to 1877 DE* AND US 

History Since 1877 DE*^ 

Human Geography AP 
World History AP 
European History AP 

Fine Arts 

Art I 
Art History AP 
Mixed Media Studio Honors 
Painting & Drawing Studio Honors 
Illustration & Narrative Art Honors 

Theatre Arts I: Introduction 
Introduction to Film 
Theatre Arts II Honors: Scene Study 
Theatre Arts III Honors: Advanced 

Acting AND (one of the two 
classes below): 

Theatre Arts IV DE: Advanced 
Production 

Theatre Arts V DE: Advanced 
Production 

Orchestra Honors 
Symphony Orchestra Honors 
Theory & Harmony Honors 
Music Theory AP 

Introduction to Music DE ONLINE 

Instrumental Music Honors (fall) 
Varsity Band Honors 
Color Guard Honors (spring) 
Improvisation Honors (fall) 
Jazz Band Honors (spring) 
Theory & Harmony Honors 
Music Theory AP 

Mixed Choir 
Concert Choir Honors 
Treble Choir Honors 
Theory & Harmony Honors 
Music Theory AP 

Introduction to Music DE 
ONLINE 

World 
Languages 

French I 
French II 
German I 
German II 
Latin I 
Latin II 
Spanish I 
Spanish II 

French I Honors 
French II Honors 
French III Honors 
German I Honors 
German II Honors 
German III Honors 
Latin I Honors 
Latin II Honors 
Latin III Honors 
Spanish I Honors 
Spanish II Honors 
Spanish III Honors 

French Language & Culture AP 
German Language & Culture AP 
Latin AP 
Spanish Language & Culture AP 

CTE 

Audio Visual Production 
Audio Visual Production II 
TV & Video Production Lab DE 

AND Introduction to Media 
DE^ 

Business Management 

Culinary Arts 
Culinary I 
Culinary II 

Digital Arts 
Digital Arts & Design II 
Digital Arts & Design III 

Marketing 
Marketing and Management I 
Social Media & Analytics 

Mechatronics 
Digital Electronics 
Mech I DE: Electrical 
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Business Communication 
Business Management 

Coding 
Computer Science Foundations 
Computer Science Principles AP 
Coding I 
Coding II Honors 
Computer Science A AP 

Criminal Justice 
Criminal Justice II 
Criminal Justice III 
Introduction to Criminal Justice 

DE* ONLINE AND Introduction 
to Policing DE* ONLINE^ 

Horticulture 
Principles of Plant Sci & 

Hydroculture 
Greenhouse Management 

Human & Social Services 
Lifespan Development 
Family & Global Perspectives DE* 

AND Family Resource 
Management DE*^ 

Principles of Nutrition DE ONLINE 

Components* AND Mech II DE: 
Fluid Power*^ 

STEM 
STEM II: Applications Honors 
STEM III: STEM in Context Honors 

Therapeutic Services 
Anatomy & Physiology: Health 

Sciences 
Medical Therapeutics 
Sport Medical Terminology DE 

ONLINE 

Additional Offering: 
AI for ALL 
Artificial Intelligence Literacy DE 

ONLINE 
Artificial Intelligence Skills and 

Techniques DE ONLINE 
Personal 
Finance 

Personal Finance LDC* Personal Finance Asynchronous* Personal Financial Management 
DE* ONLINE 

AP Capstone Seminar AP 

Additional 
Course 
Offerings 

Success Skills-Service 
Learning* 

Preparing for the ACT* 
Lifetime Sports* 

Work-Based Learning Career 
Practicum (must apply) 

Etymology Honors* 
Creative Writing* 
Classical Mythology* 
Journalism (Yearbook) 
Oral Communication DE* 

African American History* 
Facing History & Ourselves 

Honors* 
Humanities Honors 
Psychology* 
Psychology AP 
Sociology* 

*0.5 credit course ^Must select both courses 
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Senior Course Offerings 

English 
English 12 Literature and Composition AP Eng DE I: English Composition 

Eng DE II: Composition & Analysis 

Math 

Mathematical Reasoning for 
Decision Making 

Pre-Calculus 
Pre-Calculus AP 
College Algebra DE* AND 

Trigonometry DE*^ 

Statistics 
Statistics AP 
Statistics: Probability & Statistics 

DE* AND Foundations of Math 
DE*^ 

Calculus III DE 
Differential Equations DE 
Calculus AB AP 
Calculus AB AP AND Calculus BC 

AP^ 

Science 

Biology II Honors AND Biology AP^ 
Bio DE I: Biology of Cells 
Bio DE II: Biology of Organisms 

Environmental Science 
Environmental Science AP 

Chemistry I 
Chemistry II Honors AND 

Chemistry AP^ 
Chem DE I: Chemistry Materials 
Chem DE II: General Chemistry 

Human Anatomy & Phys. Honors 
Anatomy & Physiology I DE 
Anatomy & Physiology II DE 
Physics I 
Physics I AP 
Physics II AP 

Social Studies 

US Government & Civics* 
US Government AP 
American Government DE 

ONLINE 

Economics* 
Microeconomics AP* AND 

Macroeconomics AP*^ 

Human Geography AP 
World History AP 
European History AP 

Fine Arts 

Art I 
Mixed Media Studio Honors 
Painting & Drawing Studio Honors 
Illustration & Narrative Art Honors 
Studio Art: Drawing AP 

Theatre Arts I: Introduction 
Introduction to Film 
Theatre Arts II Honors: Scene 

Study 
Theatre Arts III Honors: Advanced 

Acting AND (one of the two 
classes below): 

Theatre Arts IV DE: Advanced 
Production 

Theatre Arts V DE: Advanced 
Production 

Orchestra Honors 
Symphony Orchestra Honors 
Theory & Harmony Honors 
Music Theory AP 

Introduction to Music DE ONLINE 

Instrumental Music Honors (fall) 
Varsity Band Honors 
Color Guard Honors (spring) 
Improvisation Honors (fall) 
Jazz Band Honors (spring) 
Theory & Harmony Honors 
Music Theory AP 

Mixed Choir 
Concert Choir Honors 
Treble Choir Honors 
Theory & Harmony Honors 
Music Theory AP 

Introduction to Music DE ONLINE 

Lifetime 
Sports 

Lifetime Sports* 

World 
Languages 

French I 
French II 
German I 
German II 
Latin I 
Latin II 
Spanish I 
Spanish II 

French I Honors 
French II Honors 
French III Honors 
German I Honors 
German II Honors 
German III Honors 
Latin I Honors 
Latin II Honors 
Latin III Honors 
Spanish I Honors 
Spanish II Honors 
Spanish III Honors 

French Language & Culture AP 
German Language & Culture AP 
Latin AP 
Spanish Language & Culture AP 
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CTE 

Audio Visual Production 
TV & Video Production Lab DE 

AND Introduction to Media 
DE^ 

Business Management 
Business Communication 
Business Management 

Coding 
Computer Science Foundations 
Computer Science Principles AP 
Coding II Honors 
Computer Science A AP 

Criminal Justice 
Criminal Justice III 
Introduction to Criminal Justice 

DE* ONLINE AND Introduction 
to Policing DE* ONLINE^ 

Culinary Arts 
Culinary Arts II 

Digital Arts 
Digital Arts & Design III 

Horticulture 
Greenhouse Management 
Landscaping & Turf Science 

Human & Social Services 
Family & Global Perspectives DE* 

AND Family Resource 
Management DE*^ 

Principles of Nutrition DE ONLINE 

Marketing 
Social Media & Analytics 

Mechatronics 
Mech I DE: Electrical 

Components* AND Mech II DE: 
Fluid Power*^ 

Mech III DE: Mechanical 
Components* AND Mech IV 
DE: PLC Programming*^ 

STEM 
STEM III: STEM in Context Honors 
STEM IV: Prep for Engr Prob 

Solving DE* AND STEM IV: 
Engineering Problem Solving 
DE*^ 

Therapeutic Services 
Medical Therapeutics 
Clinical Intern Therapeutics 
Sport Medical Terminology DE 

ONLINE 

Additional Offering: 
AI for ALL 
Artificial Intelligence Literacy DE 

ONLINE 
Artificial Intelligence Skills and 

Techniques DE ONLINE 
Personal 
Finance 

Personal Finance LDC* Personal Finance Asynchronous* Personal Financial Management 
DE ONLINE* 

AP Capstone Research AP 

Additional 
Course 
Offerings 

Success Skills-Service Learning* 
Preparing for the ACT* 
Work-Based Learning Career 

Practicum (must apply) 

Etymology Honors* 
Creative Writing* 
Classical Mythology* 
Journalism (Yearbook) 
Oral Communication DE* 

African American History* 
Facing History & Ourselves 

Honors* 
Humanities Honors 
Psychology* 
Psychology AP 
Sociology* 

*0.5 credit course ^Must select both courses 
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Dual Distance Learning 

Dual Distance Learning (DDL) sections provide a designated time in students’ daily schedules to complete an online 
Dual Enrollment course through the University of Memphis. Online courses allow HHS students to participate in 
college courses that would not otherwise be available, while also providing a strong foundation for virtual learning 
and establishing strong time management skills. 

• Students will use Canvas through their UofM account to complete coursework. Course content will appear on 
the first official day of the university semester. Students are responsible for activating their Canvas accounts 
before the university semester begins. 

• Grades for DDL courses will not be entered into PowerSchool until the end of the semester. Students will 
need to monitor their grades in Canvas to ensure they are successfully completing the course. 

• DDL courses will follow the university’s instructional calendar and students may be responsible for completing 
assignments during times when HHS is not in session. 

• Students are responsible for keeping up with their coursework. If they have questions about the course, the 
course instructor will be their best source of information. If a student continues to struggle in a DDL course, 
please reach out to the HHS EPSO Coordinator or the student’s grade-level counselor. 

• All students should read the course syllabus on the first day of class to ensure they understand the 
expectations for the course. 

DDL Courses Offered 

• Dual Enrollment American Government 

• Dual Enrollment Criminal Justice 

• Dual Enrollment Introduction to Music 

• Dual Enrollment Principles of Nutrition 

• Dual Enrollment Personal Financial Management 

• Dual Enrollment Sport Medical Terminology 

• **Dual Enrollment Artificial Intelligence Literacy (AIFA 1000) 

• **Dual Enrollment Artificial Intelligence Skills and Techniques (AIFA 1000-M5) 

**These two courses count for 6 of the 12 credit hours required for the new AI for All minor from the University of 
Memphis, which launched in Fall 2025. Additional electives will be available during the 2027–2028 school year, 

allowing students to complete the full minor. 

Why Choose the AI for All Minor? 

Stand Out in the Job Market 
• Gain a competitive edge with AI-enhanced problem-solving skills 
• Access new career opportunities in AI-driven industries 
• Prepare for leadership roles by understanding AI’s impact on the future of work 

AI Skills Employers Demand 
• Hands-on experience with machine learning and generative AI tools 
• Learn to apply AI ethically and responsibly across industries 

Real-World Applications for Any Major 
• Tailored coursework allows students to apply AI to their specific career interests 
• Opportunities for interdisciplinary collaboration to solve real-world problems 
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Course Descriptions 
Career and Technical Education Department 

Programs of Study 
The Houston High School CTE Department offers students real-world experience, industry-aligned coursework, and 
opportunities to earn certifications and participate in work-based learning. Our programs prepare students for 
success in college, technical training, and high-demand careers. 

To satisfy graduation requirements, students must complete an elective focus of 3 credits in any one of the following areas: 
Advanced Placement (AP), Career and Technical Education Program of Study, Fine Arts, Humanities, or Math and Science. The 

following CTE Programs of Study satisfy this requirement. 
State Recognized 

CTE Cluster 
Program of Study Courses 

Advanced 
Manufacturing 

Mechatronics 

1. Principles of Manufacturing+^ 
2. Digital Electronics 
3. *Mech I DE: Electrical Components+ & *Mech II DE: Fluid Power+ 
4. *Mech III DE: Mechanical Components+ & *Mech IV DE: PLC Programming+ 

Agriculture, Food, & 
Natural Resources 

Horticulture Science 

1. Agriscience^ 
2. Principles of Plant Sci & Hydroculture+^ 
3. Greenhouse Management 
4. Landscaping & Turf Science 

Arts, Audio/Visual 
Technology, & 

Audio/Visual 
Production 

1. Audio Visual Production I 
2. Audio Visual Production II+^ 
3. TV & Video Production Lab DE+ 
4. Introduction to Media DE+ 

Communications 
Digital Arts & Design 

1. Digital Arts & Design I 
2. Digital Arts & Design II 
3. Digital Arts & Design III+^ 

Business 
Management & 
Administration 

Business Management 

1. Intro to Business & Marketing 
2. Business Communication 
3. Business Management 
4. Introduction to Entrepreneurship DE+ 

Health Science Therapeutic Services 

1. Health Science Education 
2. Anatomy & Physiology: Health Sciences 
3. Medical Therapeutics^ 
4. Clinical Intern Therapeutics+^ 
5. Additional offering: Sport Medical Terminology DE+ ONLINE 

Hospitality and 
Tourism 

Culinary Arts 

1. Culinary Arts I 
2. Culinary Arts II+^ 
3. Culinary Arts III (2027-28) 
4. Culinary Arts IV (2028-29) 

Human Service 
Human & Social 

Sciences 

1. Introduction to Human Studies 
2. Lifespan Development 
3. *Family & Global Perspectives DE+ & *Family Resource Management DE+ 
4. Additional offering: Principles of Nutrition DE+ ONLINE 

Information 
Technology 

Coding 

1. Computer Science Foundations or Computer Science Principles AP+ 
2. Coding I 
3. Coding II Honors 
4. Computer Science A AP+ 

Law, Public Safety, 
Corrections, & 

Security 

Criminal Justice & 
Correction Services 

1. Criminal Justice I 
2. Criminal Justice II 
3. Criminal Justice III 
4. *Introduction to Criminal Justice DE+ ONLINE & *Introduction to Policing DE+ ONLINE 

Marketing, 
Distribution, & 

Logistics 
Marketing 

1. Intro to Business & Marketing 
2. Marketing & Management I 
3. Social Media & Analytics 
4. Introduction to Entrepreneurship DE+ 

STEM 
Advanced STEM 

Applications 

1. STEM I: Foundation Honors+^ 
2. STEM II: Applications Honors 
3. STEM III: STEM in Context Honors+^ 
4. *STEM IV: Prep for Engr Prob Solving DE+ & STEM IV: *Engineering Problem Solving DE+ 

*0.5 credit course +EPSO & Must take both courses ^Industry Certification 
Juniors and seniors can apply for a Work-Based Learning Career Practicum after completion of at least two course offerings in a program. 
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Advanced Manufacturing Career Cluster: Mechatronics 
Level 1: Principles of Manufacturing- EPSO & IC 
Principles of Manufacturing is designed to provide students with exposure to various occupations and pathways in the 
Advanced Manufacturing career cluster, such as Machining Technology, Electromechanical Technology, Mechatronics, 
and Welding. To gain a holistic view of the advanced manufacturing industry, students will complete all core 
standards, as well as standards in two focus areas. Throughout the course, they will develop an understanding of the 
general steps involved in the manufacturing process and master the essential skills to be an effective team member in 
a manufacturing production setting. Course content covers basic quality principles and processes, blueprints and 
schematics, and systems. Upon completion of this course, proficient students will advance from this course with a 
nuanced understanding of how manufacturing combines design and engineering, materials science, process 
technology, and quality. Upon completion of the Principles of Manufacturing course, students will be prepared to 
make an informed decision regarding which Advanced Manufacturing program of study to pursue. This course 
includes the opportunity to earn the NC3 Snap-on Precision Measurement Instruments Certification. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None; associated cost of materials IC 
Level 2: Digital Electronics 
Digital Electronics is a new course from the state that replaces Robotics & Automated Systems and serves as the Level 
II course in the Mechatronics program. The course is intended to provide students with an introduction to the basic 
components of digital electronic systems and equip them with the ability to use these components to design more 
complex digital systems. Students will experience instruction in the description of the basic functions of digital 
components (including gates, flip flops, counters, and other devices upon which larger systems are designed); the use 
of these devices as building blocks to design larger, more complex circuits; the implementation these circuits using 
programmable devices; and the effective communication of designs and systems. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Principles of Manufacturing; 
associated cost of materials 

Work-Based Learning (WBL): Mechatronics Career Practicum 
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Mechatronics Career Practicum allows students to apply academic, technical, and 
employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing, and/or internships, students explore 
career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all students through in-class 
meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing coordination. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Mechatronics 
courses; Completion of application and approval for final 
enrollment; Link to application 

Level 3: Mech I DE: Electrical Components- EPSO 
Mechatronics I DE: Electrical Components is the first of two applied courses in the manufacturing cluster for students 
interested in careers as mechatronics technicians, maintenance technicians, electromechanical technicians, or 
manufacturing engineers. This course covers basic electrical components of mechatronic systems and their integration 
with instrument controls and embedded software. Students will learn to describe and explain physical properties and 
electrical components, trace the flow of energy in a mechatronic system, and use technical documentation—such as 
schematics, timing diagrams, and system specifications—to troubleshoot equipment issues. They will also develop 
strategies to identify and correct malfunctioning components. Students are responsible for per-semester tuition and 
textbook fees. SWCC Course: MECH 1310 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 
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Prerequisite: Completion of Digital Electronics; Admission to 
SWCC; Memo of understanding; DE agreement; Tuition and 
materials fees 

Level 3: Mech II DE: Fluid Power- EPSO 
Mechatronics II DE: Fluid Power builds on Mechatronics I, focusing on pneumatic, electro-pneumatic, and hydraulic 
control circuits in mechatronic systems. Students will explain the interrelationships of system components, 
differentiate between hydraulic and pneumatic fluid power, and apply scientific principles to their operation. They will 
also interpret technical documentation—including datasheets, circuit diagrams, and function charts—to diagnose and 
resolve system malfunctions. As with Mechatronics I, students are responsible for per-semester tuition and textbook 
fees. This Dual Enrollment course through Southwest Tennessee Community College is scheduled with MECH 1310 as 
a companion course to complete the sequence. SWCC Course: MECH 1330 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Mech I DE: Electrical 
Components; Admission to SWCC; Memo of understanding; 
DE agreement; Tuition and materials fees 

Level 4: Mech III DE: Mechanical Components- EPSO 
Mechatronics III DE: Mechanical Components is an advanced course in the manufacturing career cluster for students 
interested in careers as mechatronics technicians, maintenance technicians, or electromechanical technicians. Building 
on the foundations of Mechatronics I and II, this course focuses on mechanical positioning, predictive maintenance, 
and the role of mechanical components in complex mechatronic systems. Students will expand their knowledge of DC 
and AC electrical circuits, digital electronics, and motor controls while continuing to refine their troubleshooting skills. 
They will also learn to interpret technical documentation, such as circuit diagrams, displacement step diagrams, and 
function charts, to diagnose and correct system malfunctions. Students are responsible for per-semester tuition and 
textbook fees. SWCC Course: MECH 1320 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Mech I DE & Mech II DE; 
Admission to SWCC; Memo of understanding; DE 
agreement; Tuition and materials fees 

Level 4: Mech IV DE: PLC Programming- EPSO 
Mechatronics IV DE: PLC Programming is the final course in the Mechatronics sequence, focusing on programmable 
logic controllers (PLCs) and advanced automation systems. Students will explore digital logic, PLC programming, and 
their applications in mechanical, electronic, and control systems. They will develop skills in writing, debugging, and 
running ladder logic programs while analyzing the interrelationships of components in a mechatronic system. 
Students will also use industry-standard documentation, such as timing diagrams and function charts, to troubleshoot 
and optimize PLC-controlled systems. Those who complete all four Mechatronics courses will have the opportunity to 
earn industry-recognized certifications. As with Mechatronics III, students are responsible for per-semester tuition and 
textbook fees. This Dual Enrollment course through Southwest Tennessee Community College is scheduled with 
MECH 1320 as a companion course to complete the sequence. SWCC Course: MECH 1340 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Mech III DE: Mechanical 
Components; Admission to SWCC; Memo of understanding; 
DE agreement; Tuition and materials fees 

Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources Career Cluster: Horticulture Science 
Level 1: Agriscience- IC 
Agriscience is an introductory laboratory science course that prepares students for subsequent science and agriculture 
courses, and post-secondary study. This course helps students understand the important role that agriculture science 
and technology serve in the 21st century. Additionally, Agriscience students complete an OSHA-10 General Industry 
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certification training. Earning this certification does NOT equate to earning an EPSO under the new CCR distinction. 
Upon completion of this course, proficient students will be prepared for success in more advanced agriculture and 
science coursework. Participation in the National FFA organization is preferred. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None; associated cost of materials IC 
Level 2: Principles of Plant Sci & Hydroculture- EPSO & IC 
Principles of Plant Science and Hydroculture focuses on essential knowledge and skills related to the science of plant 
growth. This course covers principles of plant health, growth, reproduction, and biotechnology, as well as 
fundamental principles of hydroponics and aquaponics. As part of course content and requirements, students will 
prepare and sit for the BASF Plant Science certification. Upon completion of this course, proficient students will be 
prepared for more advanced coursework in horticulture science. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10 

Prerequisite: Completion of Agriscience; associated cost of 
materials IC 

Level 3: Greenhouse Management 
As populations continue to expand, the importance of food production in a climate-controlled environment increases. 
Today’s agriculture students are preparing to meet the needs of an ever-evolving world. Greenhouse Management is 
designed to prepare a student to manage greenhouse operation. Students in this class will learn to produce various 
ornamental crops and food crops. An understanding of structures, crop selection, and growing systems will be 
explored. Students grow and care for plants in the greenhouse on the school campus. Participation in the National 
FFA organization is preferred. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Agriscience and Principles of Plant 
Sci & Hydroculture; associated cost of materials 

Level 4: Landscaping & Turf Science 
Landscaping and Turf Science includes standards to prepare students for creating beautiful environments for homes 
and businesses. This study includes site analysis and preparation, landscape drawing, plant selection, and installation. 
Maintenance of healthy attractive landscapes and turf areas will be emphasized. With the increase of urban sprawl, 
these career opportunities are increasing daily. Plant science and leadership skills taught in this class will prepare 
students to meet the demands of this exciting industry. Participation in the National FFA organization is preferred. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in 
Greenhouse Management; associated cost of materials 

Work-Based Learning (WBL): Horticulture Science Career Practicum 
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Horticulture Science Career Practicum allows students to apply academic, technical, and 
employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing and/or internships, students explore 
career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all students through in-class 
meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing coordination. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Horticulture courses; 
Completion of application and approval for final enrollment; 
Link to application; Teacher Recommendation 

36 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5rrxMdhLyvZ2Kl-Cyz61By91U1FNKzpmpZHPkS88miMSniA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=111239018739627804958


 

       
     

               

       
         
         
          

     
     

  

       
                 

 
              

            
          

        
       

          
       

      
     

     
    

     
          

          
          

            
     

      
        

   

     
       

                
         

           
               

               
          

            
            

     
     

 

Arts, Audio/Visual Technology, & Communications Career Cluster: Audio/Visual Production 
Level 1: Audio/Visual Production I 
Audio/Visual Production I is a foundational course in the Arts, A/V Technology, & Communications cluster for students 
interested in A/V (audio/visual) production occupations. Upon completion of this course, proficient students will be 
able to explain and complete the phases of the production process including pre-production, production, and post-
production. Students will establish basic skills in operating cameras, basic audio equipment, and other production 
equipment. Standards in this course include career exploration, an overview of the history and evolution of A/V 
production, and legal issues affecting A/V production. In addition, students will begin compiling artifacts for inclusion 
in a portfolio, which they will carry with them throughout the full sequence of courses in this program of study. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None; associated cost of materials 

Level 2: Audio/Visual Production II- EPSO & IC 
Audio/Visual Production II is the second course in the A/V Production program of study intended to prepare students 
for careers in audio/visual production. Building on knowledge acquired in Audio/Visual Production I, this course 
advances technical skill in utilizing industry equipment related to lighting and audio, and it places special emphasis on 
the research and technical writing involved in planning productions. Upon completion of this course, proficient 
students will be able to plan, capture, and edit research-based productions of increasing complexity, both individually 
and through collaboration in teams. In addition to more robust career preparation, standards in this course include an 
investigation of concerns affecting A/V production businesses, such as ethical and legal issues, technology, funding, 
and the organization of professional roles in various industries. Students will continue compiling artifacts for inclusion 
in their portfolios, which they will carry with them throughout the full sequence of courses in this program of study. 
Students will work to achieve the Adobe Premier Pro industry certification. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Audio/Visual Production I; 
associated cost of materials IC 

Work-Based Learning (WBL): Audio/Visual Production Career Practicum 
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Audio/Visual Career Practicum allows students to apply academic, technical, and 
employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing, and/or internships, students explore 
career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all students through in-class 
meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing coordination. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of two Audio/Visual courses; 
Completion of application and approval for final enrollment; 
Link to application; Teacher Recommendation 

Level 3: TV & Video Production Lab DE- EPSO 
TV & Video Production Lab DE is designed for the more serious-minded, production-oriented media arts student. The 
morning announcements are produced daily through the upper division A/V courses. This class offers a laboratory 
setting that allows students to further explore the art of digital filmmaking. Advanced students will have an 
opportunity to write, produce and direct a short series of video productions as time permits, as an on-going 
productive part of study. This class will require after-school hours and may require that students arrive early to school 
to produce the school’s daily broadcast. Students enrolled in this course must be able to work without direct 
supervision of the instructor, must be detail-oriented, and be able to work well with others. 
Students are responsible for a per semester tuition cost and a fee for textbooks and materials. If there are questions 
about credit transfer, students should inquire with the universities/colleges of their choice. COMM 2020 & JRSM 1700 
are companion courses; it is required for students to take both. UofM Course: COMM 2020 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 
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Prerequisite: Completion of Audio/Visual Production I & II; 
Teacher Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT 
composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; DE agreement; 
Tuition and materials fees 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Introduction to Media 
DE in the spring. 

Level 4: Introduction to Media DE- EPSO 
Introduction to Media is a new Audio/Visual Production course that pairs with our current TV & Video Production Lab 
DE course. Students will explore the background, scope, functions, and organization of contemporary communication 
media. Each major mass communication media is explored with focus on the history, philosophy, and goals of 
contemporary media, as well as the impact on the governmental, social, and economic impact of each. JRSM 1700 & 
COMM 2020 are companion courses; it is required for students to take both. UofM Course: JRSM 1700 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of TV & Video Production Lab DE; 
Teacher Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT 
composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; DE agreement; 
Tuition and materials fees 

Arts, Audio/Visual Technology, & Communications Career Cluster: Digital Arts & Design 
Level 1: Digital Arts & Design I 
Digital Arts & Design I is a foundational course in the Arts, A/V Technology, & Communications CTE cluster for 
students interested in art and design professions and which additionally satisfies the Fine Arts credit graduation 
requirement. The primary aim of this course is to build a strong understanding of the principles and elements of 
design and the design process. Upon completion of this course, proficient students will be able to utilize industry 
tools to conceptualize and create communications solutions which effectively reach targeted audiences. Students will 
acquire basic skills in illustration, typography, and photography. Standards in this course include career exploration, 
an overview of the history of design, basic business management, and legal issues. In addition, students will begin 
compiling artifacts for inclusion in a digital portfolio. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None; associated cost of materials 

Level 2: Digital Arts & Design II 
Digital Arts & Design II is a course that builds on the basic principles and design process learned in the introductory 
Digital Arts & Design I course. Upon completion of this course, proficient students will be able to perform advanced 
software operations to create photographs and illustrations of increasing complexity. Students will employ design 
principles and use industry software to create layouts for a variety of applications. Standards in this course also include 
an overview of art and design industries, career exploration, and business management. In addition, students will 
continue compiling artifacts for inclusion in a digital portfolio, which they will carry with them throughout the full 
sequence of courses in this program of study. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Digital Arts & Design I; 
associated cost of materials 

Level 3: Digital Arts & Design III- EPSO & IC 
Digital Arts & Design III is the third course in the Digital Arts & Design program of study. Applying design skills 
developed in prior courses, students will expand their creative and critical thinking skills to create comprehensive 
multimedia projects and three-dimensional designs. Upon completion of this course, proficient students will be able 
to use industry-standard software to create multimedia projects, web pages, three-dimensional models, and 
animations. Students will utilize research techniques to plan and enhance project outcomes. Standards in this course 
also include professionalism and ethics, career exploration, and business and project management. In addition, 
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students will continue compiling artifacts for inclusion in a portfolio, which they will carry with them throughout the full 
sequence of courses in this program of study. Students will work to achieve the Adobe Photoshop industry 
certification. 

ICCredits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Digital Arts & Design II; 
associated cost of materials 

Work-Based Learning (WBL): Digital Arts & Design Career Practicum  
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Digital Arts & Design Career Practicum allows students to apply academic, technical, and 
employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing and/or internships, students explore 
career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all students through in-class 
meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing coordination. There will also be an 
opportunity for students to work in HHS’s print shop, Stang Studio. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Digital Arts & Design 
courses; Completion of application and approval for final 
enrollment; Link to application; Teacher Recommendation 

Health Science Career Cluster: Therapeutic Services 
Level 1: Health Science Education 
Health Science Education is an introduction to broad standards that serve as a foundation for students interested in 
occupations in health care. Academic units included are health care career clusters, medical terminology, safety 
practices, communication systems, legal responsibilities, medical ethics, patient diversity, HOSA, first aid, CPR, and 
basic clinical skills. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None, lab fee for associated equipment 

Level 2: Anatomy & Physiology: Health Sciences 
Anatomy & Physiology for the Health Sciences a specialized course only available to students whose Area of Focus is 
in the Health Sciences. The course is designed to develop an understanding of the structures and functions of the 
human body, while relating those to knowledge and skills associated with pathophysiology. Upon completion of this 
course, proficient students will be able to apply the gross anatomy from earlier courses to a deeper understanding of 
all body systems, identify the organs and structures of the support and movement systems, relate the structure and 
function of the communication, control, and integration system, and demonstrate a professional, working 
understanding of the transportation, respiration, excretory, and reproduction systems. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Health Science Education; lab 
fee for associated equipment 

Level 3: Medical Therapeutics- IC 
Medical Therapeutics is an applied course designed to prepare students to pursue careers in therapeutic and nursing 
services. Upon completion of this course, a proficient student will be able to identify careers in therapeutics services; 
assess, monitor, evaluate, and report patient/client health status; and identify the purpose and components of 
treatments. Additionally, Medical Therapeutics students complete an OSHA-10 General Industry certification training. 
Earning this certification does NOT equate to earning an EPSO under the new CCR distinction. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in an 
Anatomy & Physiology Course (Health Sciences, Human, or 
Dual Enrollment); lab fee for associated equipment 

IC 
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Level 4: Clinical Intern Therapeutics- EPSO & IC 
Clinical Intern Therapeutics is a level 4 course designed to prepare students to pursue careers in health sciences 
through practical application of prior learning in a professional setting. Upon completion of this course, a proficient 
student will be able to implement communication and interpersonal skills, provide care safely, prevent emergency 
situations, prevent infection through infection control, and perform the skills required of a medical assistant. At the 
conclusion of this course and appropriate clinicals, students may sit for the Certified Clinical Medical Assistant (CCMA) 
exam. Final placement in Clinical Intern Therapeutics will be determined through approval process completed prior to 
the end of the previous school year. Information will be shared with all requesting students. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in an 
Anatomy & Physiology Course (Health Sciences, Human, or 
Dual Enrollment); Completion of application and approval for 

final enrollment; Link to application; lab fee for associated 
equipment 

IC 
Additional offering: Sport Medical Terminology DE ONLINE – EPSO 
Sport Medical Terminology DE ONLINE Foundations of medical language with specific emphasis on terminology and 
nomenclature for health and sport science. The course also provides an overview of career options in the broad field 
of health studies, with a focus on pathways for students majoring in dietetics and nutrition, exercise science, health 
science, healthcare leadership, physical education, and related areas. Weekly presentations are provided by 
professionals working in allied health sciences. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Anatomy & Physiology: Heath 
Sciences; admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 
admissions index score; DE agreement; Tuition and materials 
fees 
Dual Enrollment Credit: Upon successful completion of the 
course, 3 hours of college credit (HMSE 2000, 2 hrs & HMSE 
2007, 1 hr) will be awarded by the University of Memphis. 

**Sport Medical Terminology DE ONLINE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. The 
course is not a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance and 
reach pacing milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 

Work-Based Learning (WBL): Therapeutic Services Career Practicum 
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Therapeutic Services Career Practicum allows students to apply academic, technical, and 
employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing and/or internships, students explore 
career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all students through in-class 
meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing coordination. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Therapeutic Services 
courses; Completion of application and approval for final 
enrollment; Link to application; Teacher Recommendation 

Information Technology Career Cluster: Coding 
Level 1: Computer Science Foundations 
Computer Science Foundations is an introductory course designed to give students a broad understanding of how 
computers, data, and technology work and how they impact the world around us. Students explore core concepts 
such as computational thinking, including breaking problems into steps, recognizing patterns, and designing 
solutions; data and information, with an emphasis on how data is collected, stored, analyzed, and used to make 
decisions; algorithms and programming basics, focusing on how instructions are created and executed; and computer 
systems and networks, examining how hardware, software, and the internet work together. The course also addresses 
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cybersecurity and privacy by helping students understand how to protect data and act responsibly in digital spaces, 
as well as the ethical and social impacts of computing on society, culture, and everyday life. Through hands-on 
activities, discussions, and real-world examples, students learn how computer science connects to careers, current 
events, and their own digital lives. No prior coding experience is required, and the course emphasizes building 
confidence, curiosity, and strong problem-solving skills. *This course serves to fulfill the Computer Science graduation 
requirement. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None; associated cost of materials 

Level 1: Computer Science Principles AP- EPSO 
Computer Science Principles AP is an introductory, college-level course developed by the College Board. It 
introduces students to foundational computer science concepts and explores the role of computing in society. The 
course emphasizes computational thinking, problem-solving, and creativity, and is accessible to students with no prior 
experience. Students learn to analyze problems, design algorithms, and create programs while studying how data is 
collected, stored, and used. The course also covers how the internet works and the social impact of computing 
innovations, including ethical issues such as privacy, security, bias, and digital equity. As part of the College Board 
requirements, students complete AP Performance Tasks, including the Create Performance Task, which contributes to 
their AP Exam score. Students who take the AP CSP Exam in May may earn college credit or advanced placement, 
depending on individual college and university policies. *This course serves to fulfill the Computer Science 
graduation requirement. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I; memo of 
understanding; AP exam fee; completion of AP exam 

Level 2: Coding I 
Coding I introduces students to the basics of programming, logical problem-solving, and software development. 
Students develop computational thinking skills, learn to plan, write, test, debug, and revise code, and gain a 
foundation for more advanced programming courses. *This course serves to fulfill the Computer Science graduation 
requirement. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Computer Science Foundations 
or Computer Science Principles AP; associated cost of 
materials 

Level 3: Coding II Honors 
Coding II Honors builds on the skills from Computer Science Foundations and Coding I. It challenges students to 
develop advanced programming skills, analyze problems more deeply, and design and implement algorithms in real 
coding environments. The course emphasizes larger projects, careful planning, and efficient, error-free code. *This 
course serves to fulfill the Computer Science graduation requirement. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Computer Science Foundations 
or Computer Science Principles AP; Completion of Coding I; 
associated cost of materials 

Computer Science A AP- EPSO 
Computer Science A AP is an advanced course in computer programming. This course emphasizes object-oriented 
programming methodology with a concentration on problem solving and algorithm development and is meant to be 
the equivalent of a first-semester college-level course in computer science. It also includes the study of data 
structures, design, and abstraction. This course uses the programming language Java. A final qualifying examination 
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is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this examination. Earning a qualifying score 
on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. 
*This course serves to fulfill the Computer Science graduation requirement. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II; completion of 
Coding II or Computer Science Principles AP; AP exam fee; 
completion of AP exam 

Work-Based Learning (WBL): Coding Career Practicum  
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Coding Career Practicum allows students to apply academic, technical, and 
employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing and/or internships, students explore 
career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all students through in-class 
meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing coordination. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Coding courses; 
Completion of application and approval for final enrollment; 
Link to application; Teacher recommendation 

Additional offering: AI for ALL 
Level 1: Artificial Intelligence Literacy DE ONLINE 
Artificial intelligence is transforming industries worldwide—from business and healthcare to the arts and engineering. 
Launched in Fall 2025, the AI for All Minor is designed for students from all majors, equipping them with the skills and 
knowledge needed to integrate AI into their field of study and future careers. This course has no prerequisites and is 
open to all students. It serves as the first of two foundational courses required to continue in the minor. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 
admissions index score; DE agreement; Tuition and materials 
fees 
Dual Enrollment Credit: Upon successful completion of the 
course, 3 hours of college credit (AIFA 1000) will be awarded by 
the University of Memphis. 

**Artificial Intelligence Literacy DE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. The course is 
not a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance and reach 
pacing milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 

Level 2: Artificial Intelligence Skills and Techniques DE ONLINE 
Artificial Intelligence Skills and Techniques builds on foundational concepts by providing students with hands-on 
experience using essential AI tools and methods. Designed for students from all majors, the course emphasizes 
practical application of AI to real-world problems across fields of study and career pathways. This course serves as the 
second foundational requirement for the AI for All Minor. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Artificial Intelligence Literacy; 
admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 admissions index 
score; DE agreement; Tuition and materials fees 
Dual Enrollment Credit: Upon successful completion of the 
course, 3 hours of college credit (AIFA 2010) will be awarded by 
the University of Memphis. 

**Artificial Intelligence Skills and Techniques DE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. 
The course is not a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance 
and reach pacing milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 

42 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf5rrxMdhLyvZ2Kl-Cyz61By91U1FNKzpmpZHPkS88miMSniA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=111239018739627804958


 

     
         
            
            

           
            

          
          

   
   

     

       
      
 

     
            

              
           

   
                  
                  
           

              
               

            
       

     

       
       
 

          
              

            
 

            
               

             
        

       
     

       
     

       
    

      
        

          

 

 

STEM Career Cluster: Advanced STEM Applications 
Level 1: STEM I: Foundations Honors - EPSO & IC 
STEM I: Foundations Honors is an introductory course in the STEM cluster for students interested in learning more 
about careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. This engineering-based course covers basic skills 
required for STEM fields of study. Upon completion of this course, proficient students can identify and explain the 
steps in both the engineering design and the scientific inquiry processes. They conduct research to develop 
meaningful questions, define simple problem scenarios and scientific investigations, develop fundamental design 
solutions, conduct basic mathematical modeling and data analysis, and effectively communicate solutions and 
scientific explanations to others. This course includes the opportunity to earn the NC3 Snap-on Precision 
Measurement Instruments Certification. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in 
Algebra I; memo of understanding; associated cost of 
materials 

IC 
Level 2: STEM II: Applications Honors 
STEM II: Applications Honors is a project-based learning experience for students who wish to further explore the 
dynamic range of STEM fields introduced in STEM I: Foundations Honors. Building on the content and critical 
thinking frameworks of STEM I, this course asks students to apply the scientific inquiry and engineering design 
processes to a course-long project selected by the instructor with the help of student input. Instructors design a 
project in one of two broad pathways (traditional sciences or engineering) that reflects the interest of the class as a 
whole; the students then apply the steps of the scientific inquiry or the engineering design process throughout the 
course to ask questions, test hypotheses, model solutions, and communicate results. In some cases, instructors may 
be able to design hybrid projects that employ elements of both the scientific inquiry and the engineering design 
process. Upon completion of this course, proficient students will have a thorough understanding of how scientists and 
engineers research problems and methodically apply STEM knowledge and skills; and they will be able to present 
and defend a scientific explanation and/or an engineering design solution to comprehensive STEM-related scenarios. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of STEM I: Foundation Honors and 
Algebra I; memo of understanding; associated cost of 
materials 

Level 3: STEM III: STEM in Context Honors- EPSO & IC 
STEM III: STEM in Context Honors (previously STEM III) is an applied course in the STEM career cluster which allows 
students to solve engineering problems and to apply knowledge and skills to a team project. This course builds 
introductory engineering skills by applying mathematical and scientific modeling techniques to solve a problem or 
answer a scientific question drawn from real-world scenarios within their schools or communities. Upon completion of 
this course, proficient students will be able to effectively use skills such as project management, team communication, 
leadership, and decision-making. They will also be able to effectively use mathematical modeling and scientific 
thinking to predict the viability of engineering solutions. Successful completion of the course will culminate in the 
completions of the Certified SolidWorks Associate credentialing exam (CSWA). 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Geometry and STEM II: 
Applications Honors; completion of concurrent enrollment 
Algebra II; memo of understanding; completion of CSWA 
exam; associated cost of materials 

IC 
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Advanced STEM Applications Career Practicum 
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Advanced STEM Applications Career Practicum allows students to apply academic, 
technical, and employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing and/or internships, 
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students explore career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all students 
through in-class meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing coordination. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two STEM courses; 
Completion of application and approval for final enrollment; 
Link to application; Teacher Recommendation 

Level 4: STEM IV: Preparation for Engineering Problem Solving DE- EPSO 
STEM IV: Preparation for Engineering Problem Solving DE supports students in the transition to the math application 
necessary for success in engineering study. Students will study applications of Algebra and Trigonometry to 
engineering problems in an accelerated environment in preparation for post-secondary study of engineering or 
technology. This is a companion course to Engineering Problem Solving DE: ENGR 1010 to complete the course 
sequence. UofM Course: ENGR 1009 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Completion of STEM III: STEM in Context 
Honors; completion of Pre-Calculus or ACT Math score of 
24+; concurrent enrollment is any Physics course; teacher 
recommendation; admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
100 admissions index score; DE agreement; Tuition and 
materials fees 

Level 4: STEM IV: Engineering Problem Solving DE- EPSO 
STEM IV: Engineering Problem Solving DE is the second semester course designed to support students in the 
transition to the math application necessary for success in engineering study. Introduction to the methods of 
engineering problem solving. Application of mathematical concepts to solve engineering problems. This is a 
companion course to Preparation for Engineering Problem Solving DE: ENGR 1009 to complete the course sequence. 
UofM Course: ENGR 1010 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Completion of STEM IV: Preparation for 
Engineering Problem Solving DE; Completion of Pre-Calculus 
or ACT Math score of 24+; Concurrent enrollment is any 
Physics course; Teacher recommendation; Admission to 
UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; Tuition and materials fees 

Business Management & Administration Career Cluster: Business Management 
Level 1: Intro to Business & Marketing 
Introduction to Business & Marketing is designed to provide students with the basic understanding needed for 
intelligent interpretation of the needs of consumers for goods and services. Course content involves money and 
banking, budgeting, saving, credit, insurance, investments, transportation and communication facilities, role of 
government, management, labor and unions. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None 

Level 2: Business Communication 
Business Communication is a course that prepares students for oral and electronic business communications in the 
21st century including social media as well as developing skills in electronic publishing, design, layout, composition, 
and video conferences. Emphasis will be placed on social media, design and digital communications. Students will 
review and practice successful styles and methods for professional business communications using the proper tools to 
deliver effective publications and presentations. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 
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Prerequisite: Completion of Intro to Business & Marketing 

Level 3: Business Management 
Business Management, formerly called SDC Introduction to Business, offers students an in-depth focus on workforce 
& ethics, managing finances, creating demand in & responding to competition in the market, development & delivery 
of products & services, and working in business. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Business Communication; 
Completion of English 9 

Work-Based Learning (WBL): Business Management and Administration Career Practicum 
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Business Management and Administration Career Practicum allows students to apply 
academic, technical, and employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing and/or 
internships, students explore career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all 
students through in-class meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing 
coordination. There will also be an opportunity for students to work in HHS’s print shop, Stang Studio. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Business 
Management courses; Completion of application and 
approval for final enrollment; Link to application; Teacher 
recommendation 

Level 4: Introduction to Entrepreneurship DE- EPSO 
Entrepreneurship DE for the Business Management program introduces students to the principles and practices of 
starting and managing a business through hands-on, real-world application. Students will work in Stang Studios to 
develop a complete business plan, including identifying products or services, selecting and budgeting for supplies, 
analyzing costs, setting prices, and evaluating profit and sustainability. The course emphasizes financial literacy, 
problem-solving, collaboration, and entrepreneurial thinking as students make data-driven decisions and respond to 
real market considerations. Through project-based learning, students gain practical experience in planning, operating, 
and evaluating a business while earning dual enrollment credit. UofM Course: UNIV 2555 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Business 
Management courses; Teacher Recommendation; Admission 
to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; 
DE agreement; Tuition and materials fees 

Marketing, Distribution, & Logistics Career Cluster: Marketing 
Level 1: Intro to Business & Marketing 
Introduction to Business & Marketing is designed to provide students with the basic understanding needed for 
intelligent interpretation of the needs of consumers for goods and services. Course content involves money and 
banking, budgeting, saving, credit, insurance, investments, transportation and communication facilities, role of 
government, management, labor and unions. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None 

Level 2: Marketing & Management I 
Marketing and Management I focuses on the study of marketing concepts and their practical applications. Students 
will examine the risks and challenges that marketers face to establish a competitive edge in the sale of products and 
services. Topics covered include foundational marketing functions such as promotion, distribution, and selling, as well 
as coverage of economics fundamentals, international marketing, and career development. Upon completion of this 
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course, proficient students will understand the economic principles, the marketing mix, and product development 
and selling strategies. All students are encouraged to join DECA, an association for marketing students. DECA is a co-
curricular activity offering students opportunities to develop leadership skills. Members are eligible to participate in 
conferences and competitive events at the local, state, and national level. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Intro to Business & Marketing 

Level 3: Social Media & Analytics 
Social Media & Analytics is an applied course focused on promoting products, services, ideas, and events through 
digital and social media platforms. Students will build skills in content creation, branding, and audience engagement 
while exploring consumer behavior in the online space. By the end of the course, students will demonstrate their 
knowledge by creating a professional electronic portfolio showcasing their social media marketing projects. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of or Concurrent enrollment in 
Marketing & Management I 

Work-Based Learning (WBL): Marketing Management Career Practicum 
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Marketing Management Career Practicum allows students to apply academic, technical, 
and employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing, and/or internships, students 
explore career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all students through in-
class meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing coordination. There will also be 
an opportunity for students to work in HHS’s print shop, Stang Studio. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Marketing courses; 
Completion of application and approval for final enrollment; 
Link to application; Teacher recommendation 

Level 4: Introduction to Entrepreneurship DE- EPSO 
Entrepreneurship DE for the Marketing program introduces students to the principles and strategies used to promote 
products, services, and brands in real-world settings. Students will work in Stang Studios to develop and implement a 
comprehensive marketing plan, focusing on target audiences, branding, pricing, promotion, and distribution. Through 
hands-on projects, students analyze market research, consumer behavior, and data to evaluate the effectiveness of 
marketing strategies and make informed decisions. The course emphasizes creativity, collaboration, and strategic 
thinking while providing practical experience aligned to industry practices and dual enrollment expectations. UofM 
Course: UNIV 2555 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Marketing courses; 
Teacher Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT 
composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; DE agreement; 
Tuition and materials fees 

Human Service Career Cluster: Human & Social Sciences 
Level 1: Introduction to Human Studies 
Introduction to Human Studies is a foundational course for students interested in becoming a public advocate, social 
worker, dietician, nutritionist, counselor, or community volunteer, as well as many other careers. This course covers 
the history of counseling, career investigation, stress management, mental illness, communication, and the counseling 
process. Artifacts will be created for inclusion in a portfolio, which will continue to build throughout the program of 
study. Students who complete this course should understand soft and hard skills required for careers in the Human 
Service field. The estimated cost of supplies is $25.00. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 
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Prerequisite: None; lab fee required 

Level 2: Lifespan Development 
Lifespan Development builds basic knowledge in human growth and development. The course standards include 
developmental theory, principles of growth, behavior of children from conception through adolescence, adult 
development and aging, and death and dying. Artifacts will be created for inclusion in a portfolio, which will continue 
to build throughout the program of study. Students who complete this course should understand human 
development throughout the lifespan, which will prepare them for a career in the Human Service field. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Introduction to Human Studies; lab 
fee required 

Work-Based Learning: Human and Social Sciences Career Practicum 
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Human and Social Sciences Career Practicum allows students to apply academic, 
technical, and employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing and/or internships, 
students explore career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all students 
through in-class meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing coordination. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Human & Social 
Sciences courses; Completion of application and approval for 
final enrollment; Link to application; Teacher recommendation 

Level 3: Family & Global Perspectives DE- EPSO 
Family and Global Perspective DE course introduces the family as a primary, global, and social institution. Analysis of 
sociological and anthropological contributions will aid in understanding how and why family systems vary worldwide 
as well as common familial bonds and problems facing families in modern societies. CDFS 2101 & UNIV 4530 are 
companion courses and are scheduled together to complete the course sequence. UofM Course: CDFS 2101 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Lifespan Development; Teacher 
recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 
admissions index score; DE agreement; Tuition and materials 
fees 

Level 3: Family Resource Management DE- EPSO 
Family Resource Management DE completes a now semester long study of family life. As a companion to Family & 
Global Perspectives DE, this course investigates the values, goals, and resources necessary for individuals and families 
to make informed management decisions throughout the lifespan. UNIV 4530 & CDFS 2101 are companion courses 
and are scheduled together to complete the course sequence. UofM Course: UNIV 4530 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Family & Global Perspectives DE; 
Teacher recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 
19+; 100 admissions index score; DE agreement; Tuition and 
materials fees 

Addition offering: Principles of Nutrition DE ONLINE- EPSO 
Principles of Nutrition DE ONLINE provides an introduction to the scientific principles of human nutrition and their 
application to personal health and wellness. Students examine the role of nutrition in growth, development, and 
disease prevention, with emphasis on the function, food sources, recommended intake, and assimilation of each of 
the six nutrient classes. Additional topics include energy balance, dietary guidelines, food choices, and the 
relationship between nutrition and chronic health conditions. UofM Course: NUTR 2202 
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Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Lifespan Development; admission 
to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; Tuition and materials fees 
Dual Enrollment Credit: Upon successful completion of the 
course, 3 hours of college credit (NUTR 2202) will be awarded 
by the University of Memphis. 

**Principles of Nutrition DE ONLINE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. The course 
is not a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance and reach 
pacing milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 

Hospitality and Tourism Career Cluster: Culinary Arts 
Level 1: Culinary Arts I 
Culinary Arts I equips students with the foundational knowledge and skills to pursue careers in the culinary field as 
competent entry-level quick service and fast-food employees. Throughout the course, students will gain experience in 
commercial food production and service operations, while preparing for further training in the culinary arts program 
of study at the secondary and post-secondary levels. Upon completion of this course, proficient students will know 
the components of commercial kitchen safety and sanitation, history of the foodservice industry, hospitality careers, 
nutritional concepts, recipe basics, proper kitchen tools and equipment, and kitchen staples. Students will create 
artifacts to include in a portfolio that they will maintain throughout the course sequence. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None; lab fee required 

Level 2: Culinary Arts II 
Culinary Arts II builds on the foundational skills from Culinary Arts I, providing students with hands-on experience in 
commercial food production and service operations while preparing them for future culinary training and entry-level 
careers such as prep cook, line cook, or catering assistant. Students will learn advanced kitchen safety and sanitation 
practices, menu planning, food presentation, purchasing and inventory procedures, and essential cooking principles. 
A minimum of 30 recommended hours in a commercial kitchen laboratory will support real-world application, and 
students will continue developing their professional portfolio to demonstrate skill growth throughout the program. 
Included within course content will be preparation and seating for the ServSafe Food Handler industry certification 
which is necessary for advancement to Culinary III next year. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Culinary Arts I; lab fee required 
Culinary Arts III will be added next year. IC 
Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security Career Cluster: Criminal Justice & Correction Services 
Level 1: Criminal Justice I 
Criminal Justice I is the first level of study of criminal justice careers. It will prepare students for work-related 
knowledge and skills for advancement into the second level of criminal justice careers. Course content focuses on 
areas comprised of the three components of the criminal justice system: the police, courts, and corrections. The 
course is an overview of the criminal justice system and builds a better understanding of the development of laws and 
history on the state and federal levels. New technology and career opportunities in are an integral part of the content. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None 

Level 2: Criminal Justice II 
Criminal Justice II will offer an in-depth study of criminal justice careers in which current issues in the profession will 
be discussed and debated. Local, state, federal, and international laws will be analyzed. Subject matter will include a 
comparison of criminal justice careers in the United States with other countries. Students will have opportunities to 
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participate in mock trials and field trips with criminal justice careers being the emphasis. Course content will introduce 
new technology, effects of forensic analysis, and career opportunities as well as information for planning, managing, 
and providing judicial, criminal justices. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Criminal Justice I 

Level 3: Criminal Justice III 
Criminal Justice III focuses on forensic criminal investigations to equip students with the knowledge and skills to be 
successful in the sciences of criminal investigations. Students will learn terminology and investigation skills related to 
the crime scene, aspects of criminal behavior, and applications of the scientific inquiry to solve crimes. By utilizing the 
scientific inquiry method, students will obtain and analyze evidence through simulated crime scenes and evaluation of 
case studies. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Criminal Justice II 

Work-Based Learning (WBL): Criminal Justice and Correction Services Career Practicum  
Work-Based Learning (WBL): Criminal Justice and Correction Services Career Practicum allows students to apply 
academic, technical, and employability skills in real-world settings. Through employment, job shadowing and/or 
internships, students explore career pathways while developing essential soft skills. This flexible course supports all 
students through in-class meetings twice weekly for documentation, industry interviews, or job shadowing 
coordination. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two Criminal Justice 
courses; Completion of application and approval for final 
enrollment; Link to application; Teacher recommendation 

Level 4: Introduction to Criminal Justice DE ONLINE- EPSO 
Introduction to Criminal Justice DE offers an introduction to the American criminal justice system in three dimensions: 
police, courts, and corrections. Students will learn about criminological theories, the criminal justice system, including 
the court system and laws, all facets of law enforcement, and the department of corrections. Students will gain a deep 
understanding and history of criminal justice in the United States. CJUS 1100 & CJUS 2226 are companion courses 
and are scheduled together to complete the course sequence. UofM Course: CJUS 1100 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Criminal Justice II or III; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; Admission to UofM; 
ACT composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; Tuition and materials fees 

**Introduction to Criminal Justice DE ONLINE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. 
The course is not a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance 
and reach pacing milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 

Level 4: Introduction to Policing DE ONLINE- EPSO 
Introduction to Policing DE continues the introduction to the criminal justice system with a deeper focus on law 
enforcement emphasizing the functions, operations, and practical realities of crime control in the American society as 
well as the varied career opportunities within the realm of criminal justice. CJUS 2226 & CJUS 1100 are companion 
courses and are scheduled together to complete the course sequence. UofM Course: CJUS 2226 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Introduction to Criminal Justice DE; 
Teacher recommendation; Memo of understanding; Admission 
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to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; Tuition and materials fees 

**Introduction to Policing DE ONLINE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. The 
course is not a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance and 
reach pacing milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 

Work-Based Learning: General Career Practicum 
Work-Based Learning: Career Practicum provides students with meaningful, hands-on experience that connects 
classroom learning to real-world employment. Designed for students who are currently employed at least 7–8 hours 
per week, this course emphasizes the application of academic knowledge, technical skills, and professional behaviors 
in an authentic work setting. 

At the core of Work-Based Learning is the development of essential employability skills—such as communication, 
responsibility, teamwork, time management, and problem-solving—that employers consistently identify as critical to 
workplace success. Through guided reflection and teacher support, students gain a deeper understanding of how 
their work experiences align with future career goals and pathways. 

This option provides flexibility for students who may not meet postsecondary admissions requirements or who are 
better served by a career-focused, experiential learning model. By bridging school and work, Work-Based Learning 
supports students in building job readiness, career awareness, and a strong foundation for life after high school. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least two (2) supporting courses 
in the aligned program of study; Completion of application and 
approval for final enrollment; Link to application 

Work-Based Learning Focus Areas 

Audio/Visual Business Coding Criminal Justice 

Digital Arts Health Science Horticulture Human Social Sciences 

Marketing Mechatronics Therapeutic Services STEM 

Course Offering for Leadership 
Success Skills - Service Learning 
Success Skills Service-Learning is designed to place students in new situations where they apply their academic, 
technical, and social skills to serve others. Upon completion of this course, students will be able to structure an 
unstructured or ambiguous problem, connect personal development with academic attainment, and demonstrate 
citizenship and leadership skills. Students will also understand how their service-learning experiences fulfill an 
authentic need in the community and develop a portfolio of work that documents their discovery process and growth. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Must apply and be chosen to serve in this role 
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Course Descriptions 
English Department 

With AP and Dual Enrollment courses, the English department offers multiple pathways for students to acquire 
foundational college credit. In addition to these courses, the department also offers Journalism, the AP Capstone 
program, and Creative Writing. 

Course Offerings in English 
Students are required to earn four (4) English credits for graduation and must be enrolled in a grade level English course each year. 
Elective courses cannot substitute for diploma requirements. 

English Course Sequences 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

English 9 English 10 English 11 

Eng DE I 

English 12 

Eng DE II 

English 9 Honors English 10 Honors Language and 

Composition AP 

Literature and 

Composition AP 

Elective Sequences 

Creative Writing* Etymology Honors* Etymology Honors* Etymology Honors* 

Classical Mythology* Creative Writing* Creative Writing* Creative Writing* 

Classical Mythology* Classical Mythology* Classical Mythology* 

Journalism (Yearbook) Journalism (Yearbook) Journalism (Yearbook) 

Seminar AP Oral Communication DE* Oral Communication DE* 

*.5 Credit Course Seminar AP Research AP 
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Course Offerings in English 
English 9 
English 9 addresses multiple areas of literacy to develop the skills necessary to effectively communicate in any post-
secondary environment. The use of both literary and informational texts representing multiple genres engage 
students in deep reading, analysis, and synthesis. Students will experience units of study based on both thematic and 
novel-based organization. These units make use of speaking and listening skills to practice models of argumentation 
and exposition requiring relevant evidence to support claims, which take place in multiple formats. Students regularly 
participate in narrative, argumentative, and expository written responses where assessment of thinking, 
understanding, and development take place. Increasing development of reading comprehension is central to the 
course which supports cross curricular literacy standards required of high school course work, which demands 
increasingly independent reading and writing beyond the classroom. 

Students who successfully complete English 9 will be ready for promotion to a tenth grade English course and will 
have shown growth in the development of thinking, writing, and language skills necessary to address purpose and 
audience appropriately. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9 

Prerequisite: None 

English 9 Honors 
The honors level English 9 course seeks to develop the communication skills of students making use of complex 
textual analysis and synthesis of literary and informational texts from multiple genres. Additional units of study, as well 
as extended independent reading and writing, is expected of honors students who work towards a deeper 
understanding and mastery of the skills and supporting standards for 9th grade English. Strong reading 
comprehension skills will aid students in independent reading to access the knowledge used in the multiple modes of 
composition. 

Students who successfully complete this course will have shown increasing mastery of the critical thinking skills 
necessary to analyze complex texts from multiple genres, the ability to synthesize knowledge gained from multiple 
perspectives, and the necessary skills to express their ideas in written formats. Students who successfully complete 
this course will be recommended for English 10 Honors. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding 

English 10 
English 10 continues to address multiple areas of literacy to develop the skills necessary to effectively communicate in 
any post-secondary environment. The use of both literary and informational texts representing multiple genres 
engage students in deep reading, analysis, and synthesis. Students will experience units of study based on novel-
based organization. These units make use of speaking and listening skills to practice models of argumentation and 
exposition requiring relevant evidence to support claims, which take place in multiple formats. Students regularly 
participate in narrative, argumentative, and expository written responses where assessment of thinking, 
understanding, and development take place. Student success is based on independent reading, thinking, and writing 
required to access knowledge and communicate effectively and regardless of context. 

Students who successfully complete English 10 will be ready for promotion to an eleventh grade English course and 
will have shown growth in the development of thinking, writing, and language skills necessary to address purpose and 
audience appropriately. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10 

Prerequisite: Completion of English 9 
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English 10 Honors 
English 10 Honors includes literary and informational texts that explore how individuals interact with each other 
through exchanges involving culture, language, and relationships. As an honors course, analysis and critical thinking 
skills are strongly emphasized. Students must have strong reading comprehension skills that accompany extensive 
reading outside of school. Composition is taught in conjunction with grammar and literature study. 

Students who successfully complete this course will have shown increasing mastery of the critical thinking skills 
necessary to analyze complex texts from multiple genres, the ability to synthesize knowledge gained from multiple 
perspectives, and the necessary skills to express their ideas in written formats. Students who successfully complete 
this course will be recommended for Language and Composition AP and/or Eng DE I. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10 

Prerequisite: Completion of English 9; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding 

English 11 
English 11 addresses multiple areas of literacy to develop the skills necessary to effectively communicate in any post-
secondary environment. Increasingly complex texts are used to further encourage the development of 
comprehension and textual analysis. Students will experience units of study based on both thematic and novel-based 
organization. These units make use of speaking and listening skills to practice models of argumentation and 
exposition requiring relevant evidence to support claims, which take place in multiple formats. Students regularly 
participate in narrative, argumentative, and expository written responses where assessment of thinking, 
understanding, and development take place. Additionally, students will experience an increased emphasis on 
rhetorical analysis and models of response which will aid students with early experiences of the expectations of post-
secondary composition courses. Students should expect increased requirements for independent reading, thinking, 
and writing required to access knowledge and communicate effectively and regardless of context. 

Students who successfully complete English 11 will be ready for promotion to a twelfth grade English course -
including Eng DE I - and will have shown growth in the development of thinking, writing, and language skills 
necessary to address purpose and audience appropriately. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite: Completion of English 10 

Language and Composition AP- EPSO 
Language and Composition AP, a juniors-only course, engages students in becoming skilled readers of prose written 
in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety 
of purposes. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s 
purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way generic conventions and the resources of language 
contribute to effectiveness in writing. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course 
must pay the fee for this examination. Receiving a certain score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the 
student college credit, usually for Freshman Composition. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite: Completion of English 10; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; AP Exam fee; 
Completion of AP exam 

*Students completing an area of focus in Audio/Visual Production can use English 11 AP as a level IV course. 

English 12 
English 12 continues to develop and refine literacy and writing skills as the culminating high school literacy course. 
Students are expected to read and analyze complex expository works of literary nonfiction, as well as a wide spectrum 
of various genres, within multiple units of study. Students will work to understand themes across multiple texts and 
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express their thinking in writing and speaking supported by multiple pieces of relevant textual evidence. Writing will 
increasingly emphasize analysis of text, including research with appropriate citations, and the development of 
sophisticated modes, revision for specific purposes and audiences, and editing to demonstrate command of 
language and mechanics. 

Students who successfully complete English 12 will be ready to succeed in communicating for a multitude of 
purposes within any post-secondary path of choice. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Completion of English 11 

Eng DE I: English Composition - EPSO 
Eng DE I: English Composition focuses on practice in expository writing with emphasis on content, organization, and 
style (levels of usage and sentence structure) for different purposes and audiences. Students who successfully 
complete English 10 should be well prepared to succeed Eng DE I. Students are responsible for a per semester 
tuition cost and a fee for textbooks. If there are questions about credit transfer, students should inquire with the 
universities/colleges of their choice. ENGL 1010 & ENGL 1020 are companion courses, but it is not required that 
students take both. UofM Course: ENGL 1010 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of English 10; Teacher 
recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
100 admissions index score; DE agreement; The successful 
completion of both semesters is required to fulfill substitution 
for Graduation Requirements 

Eng DE II: English Composition & Analysis - EPSO 
Eng DE II: English Composition & Analysis focuses on practice in expository writing that synthesizes ideas from 
various readings. Requirements include library work and production of documented papers. Students are responsible 
for a per semester tuition cost and a fee for textbooks. If there are questions about credit transfer, students should 
inquire with the universities/colleges of their choice. UofM Course: ENGL 1020 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Eng DE I: English Composition; 
Teacher recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 
19+; 100 admissions index score; DE agreement; The 
successful completion of both semesters is required to fulfill 
substitution for Graduation Requirements 

Literature and Composition AP- EPSO 
Literature and Composition AP, a senior English course, provides an intensive study of representative literary works 
and authors along with frequent exercise in analytical composition. Paralleling this study is an intense survey of 
American and world literature. To be successful a student should have an advanced command of the English 
language and a mature writing style. The College Board’s AP Literature and Composition exam is administered in 
May. This final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this 
examination. Receiving a score of 3 or higher on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Completion of English 11 or Language and 
Composition AP; Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; AP exam fee; Completion of AP exam 
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Oral Communication DE - EPSO 
Oral Communication DE focuses on the principles and practices of public speaking using live and mediated formats, 
with an emphasis on researching, analyzing, writing, and delivering effective spoken messages with appropriate visual 
support in informative and persuasive settings. If there are questions about credit transfer, students should inquire 
with the universities/colleges of their choice. Students are responsible for a per semester tuition cost and a fee for 
textbooks. UofM Course: COMM 2381 

Oral Communication DE is only a half credit course and will require the scheduling of a half credit companion. 
Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 
admissions index score; DE agreement 

Journalism (Yearbook) 
The basic principles of Journalism are emphasized. The main areas studied are news writing, sports writing, editorial 
writing, feature writing, photography, graphic design, and advertising. Students who enroll in the class should have 
average or above average writing skills and should be interested in improving them. Journalism is not a substitute for 
grade level English credit. Teacher approval is required. Note: Students enrolled in Journalism are responsible for the 
production of the school yearbook. After school hours are required. A minimum number of advertisement sales are 
required of all students. Students will also be expected to regularly attend yearbook meetings during IMPACT during 
the spring semester. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completed application submitted to sponsor; 
$300 in ad business sales prior to school beginning; $500 total 
business ad sales by the end of quarter one 

Preparing for the ACT 
Preparing for the ACT is designed to assist students in understanding the ACT, why it is important for their post-
secondary readiness, and how to interpret their results and progress. The focus is to prepare for the ACT exam 
through instruction, practice, and familiarity with the structure and format of the ACT exam as well as to identify and 
use best practices for maximizing one’s score such as “test tips,” and strategies for dealing with test anxiety, and the 
benefits of retaking the exam. 

Preparing for the ACT is only a half credit course and will require the scheduling of a half credit companion. 
Credits: .5 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Classical Mythology 
Classical Mythology is a rigorous introductory study of the primary characters and most important stories of classical 
Greek and Roman mythology, including the most famous classical myth, the Trojan War. Mythology by Edith 
Hamilton is studied. 

Classical Mythology is only a half credit course and will require the scheduling of a half credit companion. 
Credits: .5 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Creative Writing 
Through interaction between their own close reading and writing of poetry and prose, students will gain a broader 
and deeper understanding of the written word. Students should enter this class as poets and writers who have a more 
than basic understanding of the craft. Emphasis will be placed on the fact that writing can and should be a matter for 
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hard work and improvement. Producing high quality prose and poetry, suitable for inclusion into the school’s literary 
magazine, is a course requirement. Students will write at least one piece per week. 

Creative Writing is only a half credit course and will require the scheduling of a half credit companion. 
Credits: .5 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Etymology Honors 
Etymology Honors introduces students to the history of the English language, with an emphasis on how word 
formation and meanings change over time. Students learn common Latin and Greek roots, prefixes, and suffixes to 
understand how English vocabulary is formed. The course requires mastery of targeted vocabulary lists to support 
ACT, college, and career readiness. Students will also learn to analyze words and context clues to determine the 
meaning of unfamiliar words, strengthening reading comprehension and critical thinking skills. 

Etymology Honors is only a half credit course and will require the scheduling of a half credit companion; it pairs well 
with Classical Mythology. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding 

AP Capstone Diploma English Courses 
Seminar AP- EPSO 
In Seminar AP, students cultivate the skills and discipline necessary to conduct collaborative and independent 
research to craft and communicate evidence-based arguments. Thus, the Capstone Seminar course will focus on 
students’ ability to design, plan, and manage a research project collaboratively and independently. Successful 
completion of AP Capstone Seminar allows students to sign up for AP Capstone Research, a seniors-only course. 
Successful completion of both courses makes students eligible for the prestigious AP Capstone Diploma. A final 
qualifying examination is required and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this examination. 
Receiving a certain score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; Summer Enrichment Statement; AP Exam fee; 
Completion of AP Exam; Approved Sample Essay 
Special Note: English 10 Honors is the introduction to Seminar 
AP. Students must enroll in English 10 Honors in the fall and 
Seminar AP in the spring. For this school year only, juniors who 
have completed English 10 Honors may also enroll in this 
course. 

Research AP- EPSO 
Research AP allows students to deeply explore an academic topic, problem, or issue of individual interest. Through 
this exploration, students design, plan, and conduct a semester long research-based investigation to address a 
research question. Students further their skills acquired in the Seminar AP course by understanding research 
methodology; employing ethical research practices; and accessing, analyzing, and synthesizing information as they 
address a research question. Students explore their skill development, document their processes, and curate the 
artifacts of the development of their scholarly work in a portfolio. The course culminates in an academic paper of 
4000-5000 words (accompanied by a performance or exhibition of product where applicable) and a presentation with 
an oral defense. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 12 
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Prerequisite: Completion of Seminar AP; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; Summer 
Enrichment Statement; AP Exam fee; Completion of AP Exam; 
Approved Sample Essay 

**Students may take the capstone courses independent of one another but must successfully complete both to meet 
eligibility requirements for the AP Capstone Diploma. 
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Course Descriptions 
Fine Arts Department 

The Houston High School Fine Arts Department- where creativity thrives and every student is part of a family. From 
the stage to the studio, we celebrate talent, passion, and collaboration, offering opportunities for students to express 
themselves and grow together. Explore the heart of HHS, where the arts bring us closer finding our horsepower. 

Course Offerings in Fine Arts 
Students are required to earn a minimum of one (1) Fine Art credit for graduation; however, students may follow course sequences 
to fulfill an area of focus in Fine Arts. 

Fine Arts Course Sequences 
General Courses 

Art I 

Introduction to Film 

Art History AP 

Theater Arts I: Introduction 

Mixed Choir 

Introduction to Music DE ONLINE 

Visual Arts Program Sequence 
Level I Level II Level III Level IV 

Art I Honors Choose one or two: 

Mixed Media Studio 

Honors 

Painting and Drawing 

Studio Honors 

Illustration and Narrative 

Art Honors 

Art History AP 

Choose one or two: 

Mixed Media Studio 

Honors 

Painting and Drawing 

Studio Honors 

Illustration and Narrative 

Art Honors 

Art History AP 

Studio Art: Drawing AP 

Theatre Arts Program Sequence 
Level I Level II Level III Level IV 

Theatre Arts I Honors: 

Beginning Acting* 

Theatre Arts II Honors: 

Scene Study* 

Theatre Arts III Honors: 

Advanced Acting 

Theatre Arts IV DE: 

Advanced Production 

Theatre Arts V DE: 

Advanced Production 

Vocal Music Program Sequence 
Level I Level II Level III Level IV 

Mixed Choir Treble Choir Honors* 
Concert Choir Honors* 

Theory & Harmony Honors Music Theory AP 
Introduction to Music DE 

ONLINE 

Instrumental Music Program Sequence 
Level I Level II Level III Level IV 

Instrumental Music Honors Varsity Band Honors* 

Color Guard Honors* 

Improvisation Honors* 

Theory & Harmony Honors 

Jazz Band Honors* 

Music Theory AP 

Introduction to Music DE 

ONLINE 

Chamber Orchestra Honors Orchestra Honors* 

Symphony Orchestra 

Honors* 

Theory & Harmony Honors Music Theory AP 

Introduction to Music DE 

ONLINE 
*In years 2, 3, & 4, students may repeat level one courses for additional credit and for completion of a fine arts area of focus. 
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Course Offerings in Fine Arts: Visual Arts 
Art I 
Art I is designed as an introductory course for students seeking to satisfy the Fine Arts graduation requirement or who 
may not yet sure of how extensively they wish to pursue the study of art. Designed to give students a basic 
understanding and appreciation for art principles and practices, Art I emphasizes basic skills-development and 
creative problem solving. Students enrolled in Art I are exposed to foundational theories and practices necessary to 
better appreciate visual art. Additionally, students will participate in hands-on activities to formulate and develop 
creative approaches to art making. The Art I curriculum requires the application of a variety of techniques and 
processes in multiple media to create successful works of art. Over the span of the course, students will take part in 
experiences meant to help develop technical ability, creative problem-solving skills, observational sensitivity, and 
visual/spatial awareness. In addition, students will discover how historical concepts, enduring themes, and societal 
issues both inspire and motivate artists. Students at all levels of talent and ability can expect successful outcomes and 
a better understanding and appreciation for art. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None; $25 Studio Fee and associated supplies 
required 

Art I Honors 
Art I Honors is an advanced, introductory-level course designed for those serious about the study of art as a main 
priority in high school. Students enrolled in this course should have the intention of maintaining an intentional visual 
arts focus on developing their potential for placement in an Advanced Placement art course their senior year. This 
course focuses primarily on two-dimensional processes with an emphasis on developing a greater understanding of 
art, its theory, and practices. Curriculum involves the application of elements and principles of design, development 
of observational drawing skills and creative problem-solving abilities, exposure to new media and techniques, and 
overall personal growth. Designed to be the first course of several for young art students at HHS, Art I Honors is 
reserved for the truly talented artist who demonstrates a real commitment to creating, learning, and growing in the 
craft. Hardworking and self-motivated students can expect to achieve the greatest amount of success. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: Portfolio review and Teacher recommendation 
required prior to enrollment (transfer students undergo 
portfolio review prior to placement); Estimated materials cost 
of $100; Memo of understanding 

Mixed Media Studio Honors 
Mixed Media Studio Honors is intended to offer advanced art students the opportunity for in-depth exploration of art 
forms in multiple media such as - but not limited to - print and paper making, fibers and textiles as well as a variety of 
three-dimensional materials and techniques to create individual works of art. Students will be involved in the 
development of work making use of these media either individually or in combination. The course covers the 
vocabulary, materials, media, and processes of chosen art forms as well as the design elements used. Students will be 
encouraged to refine skills while also developing their artistic styles following and breaking from traditional 
conventions. Study may also include exposure to major artists, artistic movements, and styles to support interested 
art students in expanding their experience in multiple artistic disciplines. A course designed for advanced art students 
interested in a more expansive experience, which additionally focuses on introducing students to thematic portfolio 
development as a preparation for the Studio Art: Drawing AP course during the senior year. Mixed Media Studio 
Honors may be taken in conjunction with Painting and Drawing Studio Honors or Studio Art: Drawing AP. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Art I Honors; Portfolio review and 
Teacher recommendation required prior to enrollment (transfer 
students undergo portfolio review prior to placement); 
Estimated materials cost of $100; Memo of understanding 
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Painting and Drawing Studio Honors 
Painting & Drawing Studio Honors is intended to offer advanced art students the opportunity for in-depth 
explorations of a variety of painting & drawing techniques and media (such as watercolor, tempera, oils, acrylics, pen-
and-ink, pastel, chalks) emphasizing observation and interpretation of the visual environment, life drawing, and 
imaginative painting. The course includes instruction on the vocabulary, materials, media, and processes of painting 
and drawing as well as the application of the elements of art and principles of design, along with a study of art and 
artists from a worldwide perspective, and instruction in the critique process. Advanced courses may encourage 
students to refine their creative processes and develop their own artistic styles following and breaking from traditional 
conventions. Study may also include exposure to major artists, artistic movements, and styles to support interested 
art students in expanding their experience in these artistic disciplines. A course designed for advanced art students 
interested in a more expansive experience, which additionally focuses on introducing students to thematic portfolio 
development as a preparation for the Studio Art: Drawing AP course during the senior year. Painting & Drawing 
Studio Honors may be taken in conjunction with Mixed Media Studio Honors or Studio Art: Drawing AP. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Art I Honors; Portfolio review and 
Teacher recommendation required prior to enrollment (transfer 
students undergo portfolio review prior to placement); 
Estimated materials cost of $100; Memo of understanding 

Illustration and Narrative Art Honors 
Illustration and Narrative Art Honors is a performance course concentrating on the processes, history, and media used 
in illustration, narrative, and sequential (comics) arts. Students will engage in projects that incorporate the working 
process to develop original ideas and concepts which convey messages, stories, and themes used in commercial art 
and pictorial storytelling ranging from product and client endorsements such as poster design, book illustration, and 
the creation of comics, animation, and graphic novels. This is a multimedia class, and students will use a wide variety 
of mediums and materials to create their work for each individual assignment. Illustration and Narrative Art Honors 
may be taken in conjunction with any advanced studio or Studio Art: Drawing AP. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Art I Honors; Portfolio review and 
Teacher recommendation required prior to enrollment (transfer 
students undergo portfolio review prior to placement); 
Estimated materials cost of $100; Memo of understanding 

Art History AP- EPSO 
Art History AP is a college-level course on the development of art across the world from prehistory to the present.  
Students will study not only Western art but art from Asia, the pre-Columbian Americas, Africa and Australia. Art 
History AP emphasizes painting, drawing, sculpture, architecture, as well as other media primitive to these regions. 
The course also requires students to read the art textbook, historical documents, both primary and secondary, and to 
write and speak about them in a scholarly fashion. This component of the course requires students to understand in-
depth the historical form, function, content, and context of the art object. There is a fee associated with this course. A 
final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this examination. 
Receiving a certain score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. This course may be 
used to satisfy the required Fine Arts credit for graduation. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Materials cost associated; Memo of understanding 
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Studio Art: Drawing AP- EPSO 
Studio Art: Drawing AP is an Advanced Placement Art course intended to parallel typical, introductory, college-level 
studio classes. Students work throughout the course to create an extensive portfolio of work. This course is intended 
to address three main concerns: (1) a sense of quality in a student’s work; (2) the student’s concentration on a 
particular visual interest or problem; and (3) the student’s need for breadth that presents formal, technical, and 
expressive innovations. AP art students at HHS have been groomed over three years prior to their enrollment and 
represent an elite group of talented, motivated, and passionate young art students. Only the most devoted AP art 
students can expect success, as outside-class work is an integral component of the course and will be assigned and 
reviewed weekly. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee 
for this examination. Receiving a certain score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. 
Registration for AP courses is a final decision. Students will supply many of their own materials; however, there is an 
estimated class fee of $40.00 and an additional required AP exam fee. Summer work is assigned and required of all 
enrolled. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least one Studio Honors course; 
Portfolio review and Teacher recommendation required prior to 
enrollment (transfer students undergo portfolio review prior to 
placement); Materials cost associated $35; Memo of 
understanding; AP Exam fee; Submission of AP Portfolio 

Course Offerings in Fine Arts: Instrumental and Vocal Music 
Instrumental Music Honors 
Instrumental Music Honors is a performance course designed to build the musical skills needed for Varsity Band 
Honors. Students will improve technique, tone, and ensemble performance while learning music theory fundamentals. 
Select performances and occasional after-school rehearsals may be required. Successful completion prepares 
students for placement in Varsity Band Honors. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Memo of understanding; course may be repeated 

Special Note: Students must enroll in Varsity Band Honors in 
the spring semester. 

Varsity Band Honors 
Varsity Band Honors, also referred to as Concert Band, is a performance class dealing with marching as well as 
concert music and includes theory and music appreciation. The group performs at football games, parades and 
various concert performances throughout the year. Varsity Band and Concert Band competitions are included in the 
curriculum as well as solo and ensemble participation. Members of regional and all-state groups are selected from 
this group. After-school practices for all phases of the program are decided according to need. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; course may be repeated 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Varsity Band Honors in 
the fall and spring semesters. Color Guard will enroll in Varsity 
Band Honors in the fall and Color Guard Honors in the spring. 

Color Guard Honors 
Color Guard Honors is a performance-based course that develops students’ movement, coordination, and visual 
performance skills through dance, choreography, and the use of flags, rifles, etc. Students work collaboratively as an 
ensemble to interpret music, refine technique, and demonstrate discipline, teamwork, and performance etiquette 
through rehearsals and school or community performances. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 
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Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; course may be repeated 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Varsity Band Honors in 
the fall and Color Guard Honors in the spring. 

Improvisation Honors 
Our jazz combos (part of our “Silver Note Collective” jazz programming) meet in the fall semester during school. 
Improvisation Honors is a course for experienced instrumental students to learn the fundamentals of our nation’s first 
original genre of music. They will learn the language of jazz within the context of a small “combo” setting. This course 
is primarily for students who play saxophone, trumpet, trombone, or a rhythm section instrument (piano, guitar, bass, 
drum kit), but any student can audition. This fall-only course is audition-based. For information on who to reach out 
to for auditions, see https://www.thehoustonband.com/join 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; course may be repeated 
Special Note: Students may also enroll in Jazz Band Honors in 
the spring, but it is not required. 

Jazz Band Honors 
The Jazz Band (also known as the “Silver Note Collective”) is a course for experienced instrumental students to learn 
the fundamentals of our nation’s first original genre of music within the context of a traditional “big band” setting. 
This course is for students who play saxophone, trumpet, trombone, or a rhythm section instrument (piano, guitar, 
bass, drum kit). This spring-only course is only open to students who audition into it. For information on who to reach 
out to for auditions, see https://www.thehoustonband.com/join 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; course may be repeated 
Special Note: Students may also enroll in Improvisation Honors 
in the fall, but it is not required. 

Chamber Orchestra Honors 
Chamber Orchestra Honors is open to 9th grade students who desire to learn how to play a string instrument or for 
students with limited performing experience. No audition is necessary for this class. However, it is a performance-
based class with regular school concerts scheduled during the year. Students must have an instrument and necessary 
accessories, i.e. shoulder rest, endpin stop, etc. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9th ONLY 

Prerequisite: Prior string music instruction strongly encouraged, 
course may be repeated 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Chamber Orchestra 
Honors in the fall and spring semesters. Select students will 
move to Orchestra Honors in the spring. 

Orchestra Honors 
Orchestra Honors is a performance-based class. This course offers performance opportunities for more experienced 
string players. Students will continue to refine sight-reading skills and performance techniques. Occasional public 
performances will be required in addition to regularly scheduled school concerts. Students in this course must pass an 
audition prior to enrollment. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Audition; Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; course may be repeated 
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Special Note: Students must enroll in Orchestra Honors in the 
fall and spring semesters. 

Symphony Orchestra Honors 
Symphony Orchestra Honors is an advanced performance ensemble for upperclassmen requiring 2 formal concerts 
and between 4 & 6 outreach concerts every year. Concerts and repertoire expose students to a variety of orchestral 
literature from the Classical through Contemporary periods, including operatic, popular, and film music. Participation 
in the Symphony Orchestra broadens students’ skills and experience in performing, understanding, and appreciating 
great music. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Audition; Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; course may be repeated 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Symphony Orchestra 
Honors in the fall and spring semesters. 

Mixed Choir 
Mixed Choir is designed for students with beginner to intermediate experience in choral singing. Mixed Choir focuses 
on building a strong foundation in vocal technique, music literacy, and ensemble skills. Students will perform a variety 
of choral repertoire and learn the fundamentals of singing in a group setting. No audition and previous choir 
experience is required—just a willingness to learn and grow through music! Students will perform in school concerts 
and events throughout the year. A course fee and the purchase of performance apparel is required. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Special Note: Students must enroll in Mixed Choir in the fall 
and spring semesters. 

Treble Choir Honors 
Treble Choir Honors is a select ensemble for treble voices (sopranos and altos) looking to expand their vocal skills in 
an ensemble setting. This intermediate-level course develops tone quality, blend, sight-reading, and part 
independence through diverse and challenging repertoire. Students are expected to demonstrate growing 
musicianship and a commitment to rehearsals and performances. Auditions are required for enrollment. A course fee 
and the purchase of performance apparel is required. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Audition; prior ensemble experience; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; course may be 
repeated 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Choir Treble Honors in 
the fall and spring semesters. 

Concert Choir Honors 
Concert Choir Honors is the most advanced choral ensemble designed for experienced singers repertoire and 
perform at concerts, community events, festivals, and competitions. Students are expected to demonstrate growing 
musicianship and a commitment to rehearsals and performances. Auditions are required for enrollment along with a 
commitment to regular practice. Students are also required to participate in All Southwest Honor Choir auditions. A 
course fee and the purchase of performance apparel are also required. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Audition; prior ensemble experience; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; course may be 
repeated 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Concert Choir Honors in 
the fall and spring semesters. 

63 



 

  

    
           

             
              

     

         
    

   

 
     

             
    

               
          
            

              
                     

           
                

         
       

     

       
     

 
 

          
        

              
          

     

   
    

        
       

    
    

          
       

 
     

   

            
          

            
         

     

  

Theory & Harmony Honors 
Theory & Harmony Honors provides students experiences with the fundamentals of music including composition, 
arranging, analysis, aural development, and sight reading. This course is an excellent introduction for students who 
may wish to enroll in Music Theory AP but may desire a broader foundation of experience prior. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in one of 
the performance-based ensembles; Teacher recommendation; 
Memo of understanding 

Music Theory AP - EPSO 
In the HHS Music Theory AP course, students will be required to read, notate, compose, perform, and listen to music. 
The development of aural skills is a primary objective of the Music Theory AP course. Throughout the course, 
students will listen to musical works attentively and analytically, developing their “musical memory” and their ability 
to articulate responses to formal, stylistic, and aesthetic qualities of the works. Performance, using singing, keyboard, 
and students’ primary performance media, should also be a part of the learning process. Although sight-singing is the 
only performance skill that is directly tested by the examination, training in all these areas will develop the aural skills 
that are tested. Once again, fluency and quickness with basic materials are essential. The student’s ability to read and 
write musical notation is fundamental to such a course. It is also assumed that the student has acquired at least basic 
performance skills in voice or on an instrument. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in 
the course must pay the fee for this examination. Receiving a qualifying score on the Advanced Placement exam may 
earn the student college credit. Students will be asked to take a placement test in the fall to help determine 
appropriate placement in Music Theory AP or Introduction to Music DE ONLINE. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Theory & Harmony Honors and/or 
Teacher recommendation; Memo of understanding; AP Exam 
fees; Completion of AP exam 

Additional offering: Introduction to Music DE ONLINE - EPSO 
Introduction to Music DE ONLINE focuses on music of various Western and non-Western cultures and historical 
periods, including the creative process, the formal elements of music, and musical styles, genres, and media. This 
course may be used to satisfy the required Fine Arts credit for graduation. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 
admissions index score; DE agreement 
Dual Enrollment Credit: Upon successful completion of the 
course, 3 hours of college credit (MUS1030) will be awarded by 
the University of Memphis. 

**Introduction to Music DE ONLINE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. The course 
is not a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance and reach 
pacing milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 

Course Offerings in Fine Arts: Theatre and Production 
Introduction to Film 
Introduction to Film explores the art of filmmaking and the techniques directors use to bring stories to life on screen. 
Students will study elements such as lighting, camera angles, sound, editing, and visual composition to understand 
how each choice shapes emotion, meaning, and audience experience. Through film viewing, discussion, and creative 
projects, students will develop foundational film literacy and gain insight into how movies communicate beyond the 
script. This course may be used to satisfy the required Fine Arts credit for graduation. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 
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Theatre Arts I: Introduction 
Theatre Arts I: Introduction offers the student a broad overview of the theatre world, with particular attention paid to 
theatre production, theatre history, technical theatre, and the overlap of the storytelling arts, including film, television, 
and other media sources. Emphasis is on appreciation and criticism rather than performance. Topics include the kinds 
of opportunities that exist in the world of theatre and related media styles: critics, directors, actors, and design (scenic 
costume, lighting, and sound). Students will learn how to work productively in groups, how to manage a project, and 
how to think creatively. Students are required to attend two productions at Houston High School. This course is 
designed for the student who needs a general fine art credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Theatre Arts I Honors: Beginning Acting 
Theatre Arts I Honors: Beginning Acting offers the student a broad overview of the theatre world, with particular 
attention paid to theatre production, theatre history, technical theatre and the overlap of the storytelling arts, 
including film, television, and other media sources. Course programming is tailored to the student with a deep 
appreciation for and who anticipates participation in the HHS Theatre program. Topics include the kinds of 
opportunities that exist in the world of theatre and related media styles: critics, directors, actors, and design (scenic, 
costume, lighting, and sound). The honors students will spend additional time researching specific theories of 
directing, acting, and criticism. Honors students will be required to see and critique one play per quarter and 
encouraged to volunteer on the two major Houston High productions. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding 

Theatre Arts II Honors: Scene Study 
Theatre Arts II Honors: Scene Study is designed for the performance-oriented student; however, students interested 
in technical theatre will find an excellent experience to support their growth. It examines practical and theoretical 
approaches to performance including improvisational acting, acting styles, acting methodology, movement, voice 
and scene study. Playwriting and elementary directing techniques are included in this course of study. Students are 
expected to critique live theatrical presentations at Houston High School. Students will also participate in two class 
recitals per year. Honors students are also expected to audition for the major Houston theatre productions, keep a 
daily performance journal, and complete one research project per quarter on a different theatre professional (or 
another topic as allowed by the instructor). 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation and/or completion of 
Theatre Arts I Honors: Beginning Acting. 

Theatre Arts III Honors: Advanced Acting 
Theatre Arts III Honors: Advanced continues the study of the performance arts. It will be used to prepare students’ 
college scholarship auditions and various competitions in the Memphis area. Honors students might give special 
attention to period styles and performance. One research project will be completed per quarter reflecting learning 
about different career paths in the media arts. Honors students are required to participate in both major Houston 
High School theatre productions. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Theatre Arts II Honors: Scene 
Study; Teacher recommendation; Memo of understanding 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Theatre Arts IV DE: 
Advanced Production OR Theatre Arts V DE: Advanced 
Production in the spring semester, if UofM admission 
requirements are met. 
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Theatre Arts IV DE: Advanced Production - EPSO 
Theatre Arts IV DE: Advanced Production provides a workshop setting for students who desire to learn advanced 
techniques and gain practical experience in all production phases of theatre. This course is strictly performance 
oriented. An individual course of study is prepared for each student with an emphasis on writing, directing, or design 
(scenic, costume, sound, or lights). Students enrolled in this course are required to participate in Houston High School 
major productions. Theatre Arts IV DE: Advanced Production and Theatre Arts V DE: Advanced Production are 
companion courses, but it is not required to take both. UofM Course: THEA 1030 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Theatre Arts III Honors: Advanced 
Acting; Teacher recommendation; admission to UofM; ACT 
composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; DE agreement. 

Theatre Arts V DE: Advanced Production - EPSO 
Theatre Arts V DE: Advanced Production serves as the second course in the Advanced Production course sequence 
and provides a workshop-style setting for students seeking to develop advanced techniques and gain hands-on 
experience. The course is strictly performance-oriented, with each student following an individualized course of study 
emphasizing writing, directing, or design (scenic, costume, sound, or lighting). Students enrolled in this course are 
required to participate in Houston High School major productions. UofM Course: THEA 2511 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Theatre Arts IV DE: Advanced 
Production; Teacher recommendation; admission to UofM; ACT 
composite 19+; 100 admissions index score; DE agreement. 
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Course Descriptions 
Mathematics Department 

HHS math department blends award-winning educators with innovative, student-focused instruction that inspires a 
love for learning. Consistently earning some of the highest standardized test scores in the state, we offer dynamic 
course options and strong academic supports to ensure every student thrives. 

Course Offerings in Mathematics 
Students are required to earn four (4) math credits and should be enrolled in a math course each year. 

Mathematics Course Sequences 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Algebra I: Part I 
and Part II 

Geometry Algebra II Level I: 
Mathematical Reasoning for Decision Making 
Level II: 
Pre-Calculus 
Statistics 
Level III: 
Statistics AP 
College Algebra DE* & 

Trigonometry DE* 
Statistics: Probability & Statistics DE* & 

Foundations of Math DE* 

Algebra I Honors Geometry Honors Algebra II Honors Pre-Calculus AP 
Statistics AP 
College Algebra DE* & 

Trigonometry DE* 
Statistics: Probability & Statistics DE* & 

Foundations of Math DE* 

Geometry Honors Algebra II Honors Pre-Calculus AP 
Statistics AP 

Calculus AB AP 
Pre-Calculus AP 
Statistics AP 
Calculus AB AP AND Calculus BC AP 

Algebra II Honors Pre-Calculus AP Calculus AB AP AND 
Calculus BC AP 

Calculus III DE 
Differential Equations DE 

*.5 Credit Course 
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Course Offerings in Mathematics 
Algebra I: Part I and Part II 
Algebra I emphasizes linear and quadratic expressions, equations, and functions. This course also introduces students 
to polynomial, rational and exponential functions with domains in the integers. Students explore the structures of and 
interpret functions and other mathematical models. Students build upon previous knowledge of equations and 
inequalities to reason, solve, and represent equations and inequalities numerically and graphically. The TI-84 
graphing calculator is highly recommended. 

Success in Algebra I is crucial to a student’s mathematical understanding necessary to access later courses in 
sequence. Students will have access to a summer skills review focused specifically on previous standards, principles, 
and mathematical vocabulary to support early success, which we strongly encourage students to complete. 

*Transfer students or students newly entering GMSD with an Algebra I credit may be required to complete a 
placement exam to determine proper placement or to award credit, as Algebra I is a course which must appear on a 
student’s transcript. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9 

Prerequisite: None 
Special Note: Successful completion of Algebra I Part I and Part 
II will satisfy the Algebra I graduation requirement. 

Algebra I Honors 
Algebra I Honors is designed for students with an enriched or accelerated 8th grade math background who are in 
need a more challenging approach to Algebra I. More emphasis will be placed on understanding and applying the 
different sets of real numbers; on developing the concept of functions; on establishing connections between graphs, 
equations, and numerical patterns; and on solving a greater variety of applications. The TI-84 graphing calculator is 
highly recommended. 

*Transfer students or students newly entering GMSD with an Algebra I credit, may be required to complete a 
placement exam to determine proper placement or to award credit, as Algebra I is a course which must appear on a 
student’s transcript. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding 

Geometry 
Geometry emphasizes similarity, right triangle trigonometry, congruence, and modeling geometry concepts in real life 
situations. Students build upon previous knowledge of similarity, congruence, and triangles to prove theorems and 
reason mathematically. This course also introduces students to geometric constructions and circles. Students show a 
progression of mastery and understanding of the use and application of surface area and volume. 

Success in Geometry depends in part on students’ understanding of basic Algebraic concepts. As such, students will 
have access to a summer skills review focused specifically on previous standards, principles, and mathematical 
vocabulary to support early success, which we strongly encourage students to complete. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I 

Geometry Honors 
Geometry Honors is designed for students who are strong in problem solving and who want a more challenging 
approach to Geometry. These students typically plan to take Calculus AP. Emphasis is placed on rigor of the 
following: analysis and proof, conceptual understanding, procedural skill and fluency, and application. Students are 
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expected to have competent algebra skills, so they perform at a faster pace to cover all required topics including 
solid geometry, transformations, and trigonometry. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding 

Algebra II 
Algebra II emphasizes polynomial, rational and exponential expressions, equations, and functions. This course also 
introduces students to the complex number system, basic trigonometric functions, and foundational statistics skills 
such as interpretations of data and making statistical inferences. Students build upon previous knowledge of 
equations and inequalities to reason, solve, and represent equations and inequalities numerically and graphically. The 
TI-84 graphing calculator is highly recommended. 

Algebra II is a mathematical reasoning course which requires the knowledge and skills covered in Algebra I. As such, 
students will have access to a summer skills review focused specifically on previous standards, principles, and 
mathematical vocabulary to support early success, which we strongly encourage students to complete. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Geometry 

Algebra II Honors 
Algebra II Honors is designed for students who are strong in problem solving and prepared for a more challenging 
approach to Algebra II. Typically, these students will be planning to take an Advanced Placement or Dual Enrollment 
course the following semester/year. Much emphasis will be placed on using critical-thinking skills and solving a 
greater variety of problems. The TI-84 calculator is required. The TI-84 graphing calculator is highly recommended. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: Completion of Geometry; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding 

Pre-Calculus 
Pre-Calculus is designed to prepare students for Calculus and other college-level math courses. During the first 
semester, students will deepen their understanding from Algebra II of function behavior (linear, quadratic, polynomial, 
root, rational, exponential, logarithmic) and will study applications of different types of functions. During the second 
semester, students will study analytic trigonometry and applications of trigonometric functions, polar coordinates, 
basics of vectors, conic sections, systems of equations, and sequences & series. It is recommended that students have 
strong algebra skills and a good work ethic coming into this course. The TI-84 graphing calculator is highly 
recommended. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II 

Pre-Calculus AP - EPSO 
Pre-calculus AP is a college-level mathematics course that prepares students for the AP Precalculus Exam by focusing 
on functions, mathematical modeling, and change. Students analyze functions using symbolic, graphical, numerical, 
and verbal representations aligned to the College Board AP Precalculus Course and Exam Description. The course 
investigates polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions, emphasizing function 
behavior, transformations, composition, and inverses. Additional topics include sequences and series, rates of 
change, polar functions, and an introduction to limits, providing a strong foundation for college-level calculus. 

Students engage in AP Mathematical Practices such as quantitative reasoning, constructing and communicating 
mathematical arguments, and modeling real-world phenomena. Instruction prioritizes algebraic fluency, symbolic 
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manipulation, and analytical reasoning. A TI-84 calculator is required, and students must pay the AP exam fee; a 
qualifying score may earn college credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; AP exam fee; 
completion of AP exam 

College Algebra DE - EPSO 
College Algebra DE covers analysis of functions (linear, quadratic, polynomial, root, rational, exponential, 
logarithmic), partial fractions, conic sections, theory of equations, inequalities, and applications, using graphing 
calculators. If there are questions about credit transfer, students should inquire with the universities/colleges of their 
choice. Students are responsible for a per semester tuition cost and a fee for textbooks. MATH 1710 & MATH 1720 
are companion courses and are scheduled together to complete the course sequence. UofM Course: MATH 1710 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II; Teacher 
Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; The successful completion of both semesters is 
required to fulfill substitution for Graduation Requirements 

Trigonometry DE - EPSO 
Trigonometry DE covers trigonometric functions, analytic trigonometry, applications of trigonometric functions, polar 
coordinates, and vectors. If there are questions about credit transfer, students should inquire with the 
universities/colleges of their choice. Students are responsible for a per semester tuition cost and a fee for textbooks. 
MATH 1720 & MATH 1710 are companion courses and are scheduled together to complete the course sequence. 
UofM Course: MATH 1720 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of College Algebra DE; Teacher 
Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; The successful completion of both semesters is 
required to fulfill substitution for Graduation Requirements 

Calculus AB AP - EPSO 
Calculus AB AP is a college-level calculus course and is designed to meet the requirements of the College Board 
advanced placement course. This course takes students through limits, derivatives, integrals and applications of both 
differentiation and integration. The TI-84 calculator is required. A final qualifying examination is required, and all 
students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this examination. Receiving a qualifying score on the Advanced 
Placement exam may earn the student college credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Pre-Calculus AP; Teacher 
Recommendation; Memo of Understanding; Summer 
Enrichment Statement; AP exam fee; Completion of AP exam 

Statistics: Probability & Statistics DE - EPSO 
Statistics: Probability and Statistics DE consists of underlying ideas of statistical and quantitative thinking; 
randomization in sample survey methods and design of experiments; double blind experiments and observational 
studies; descriptive and summary statistics; measurement errors; probability models; normal approximation; tests of 
significance and p-values, basic concepts of correlation and regression analyses. This course is designed more for 
non-STEM related majors. If there are questions about credit transfer, students should inquire with the 
universities/colleges of their choice. Students are responsible for a per semester tuition cost and a fee for textbooks. 
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The TI-84 graphing calculator is highly recommended. MATH 1530 & MATH 1420 are companion courses and are 
scheduled together to complete the course sequence. UofM Course: MATH 1530 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II; Teacher 
Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; The successful completion of both semesters is 
required to fulfill substitution for Graduation Requirements 

Foundations of Math DE - EPSO 
Foundation of Math DE now pairs with Statistics: Probability & Statistics DE to complete 6 hours of math through the 
University of Memphis. After completing Statistics: Probability and Statistics DE, students will continue a study of 
basic logic, propositions of truth values, analyzing arguments; approaches to problem solving; managing finances: 
compound interest, savings plans and investments, loan payments, credit cards and mortgages; fundamentals of 
statistical reasoning. MATH 1530 & MATH 1420 are companion courses and are scheduled together to complete the 
course sequence. UofM Course: MATH 1420 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Statistics: Probability & Statistics 
DE; Teacher Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT 
composite 19+; Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index 
score; DE agreement; The successful completion of both 
semesters is required to fulfill substitution for Graduation 
Requirements 

Statistics AP - EPSO 
Statistics AP is an excellent option for any high school student who possesses sufficient mathematical maturity and 
quantitative reasoning ability. The purpose of Statistics AP is to introduce students to the major concepts and tools 
for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad conceptual themes: 
exploring data, planning a study, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. This course requires mathematical 
thinking and analysis along with great reading, writing, and comprehension skills. The TI-84 calculator is integral to 
this course and will be used extensively. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the 
course must pay the fee for this examination. Receiving a qualifying score on the AP exam may earn the student 
college credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II; Teacher 
Recommendation; Memo of Understanding; Summer 
Enrichment Statement; AP exam fee; Completion of AP exam 

Preparing for the ACT 
Preparing for the ACT is designed to assist students in understanding the ACT, why it is important for their post-
secondary readiness, and how to interpret their results and progress. The focus is to prepare for the ACT exam 
through instruction, practice, and familiarity with the structure and format of the ACT exam as well as to identify and 
use best practices for maximizing one’s score such as “test tips,” and strategies for dealing with test anxiety, and the 
benefits of retaking the exam. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Statistics 
Statistics is designed to introduce students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data. The major themes in Statistics include: interpreting categorical and quantitative data, 
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conditional probability and other rules of probability, using probability to make decisions, and making inferences and 
justifying conclusions. The TI-84 graphing calculator is highly recommended. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II 

Mathematical Reasoning for Decision Making 
Mathematical Reasoning for Decision Making primarily focuses on the practical application and modeling of various 
mathematical concepts in multiple career settings. Students apply concepts such as counting, combinatorics, 
probability, financial math, and linear programming in professional contexts such as banking, industry, or human 
resources. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II 

Calculus BC AP - EPSO 
Calculus BC AP is a college-level calculus course and is designed to meet the requirements of the College Board 
advanced placement course. This course takes students through the topics in Calculus AB as well as polynomial 
approximations and series, the calculus of polar, parametric, and vector-valued functions, and advanced techniques of 
integration. The TI-84 calculator is required. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the 
course must pay the fee for this examination. Receiving a certain score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn 
the student college credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Pre-Calculus AP; Teacher 
Recommendation; Memo of Understanding; Summer 
Enrichment Statement; AP exam fee; Completion of AP exam 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Calculus AB AP in the fall 
and Calculus BC AP in the spring. Students will only pay for and 
take the Calculus BC AP exam. 

Calculus III DE ONLINE - EPSO 
Calculus III DE includes instruction on multivariable calculus including three-dimensional analytic geometry and 
vectors, quadratic surfaces, arc length and curvature, limits and continuity, partial derivatives and their applications, 
tangent planes, optimization problems and Lagrange multipliers, multiple integrals, vector fields, line and surface 
integrals, Green’s theorem, Stokes’ theorem, the divergence theorem. 

MATH 2110 & MATH 2120 are companion courses but are not required to be scheduled together to complete the 
course sequence. UofM Course: MATH 2120 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Calculus BC AP; Teacher 
Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement 

**Calculus III DE ONLINE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. The course is not a 
self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance and reach pacing 
milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 

Differential Equations DE ONLINE - EPSO 
As a companion to Calculus III, Differential Equations DE offers an introduction to ordinary differential equations, first 
order differential equations, linear differential equations of all orders; series methods for linear equations; Laplace 
transformations, systems of differential equations, and applications. 
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MATH 2120 & MATH 2110 are companion courses but are not required to be scheduled together to complete the 
course sequence. UofM Course: MATH 2120 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Calculus III DE ONLINE; Teacher 
Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement 

**Differential Equations DE ONLINE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. The course 
is not a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance and reach 
pacing milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 
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Course Descriptions 
Science Department 

HHS Science department stands out for quality instruction, active group collaboration, and constructive feedback, 
who emphasize hands-on lab and real-world experiences to deepen students’ understanding of classroom concepts. 
We have a diverse set of backgrounds with expertise from Bachelor to Doctoral level educational knowledge. 

Course Offerings in Science 
Students are required to earn three (3) science credits, which must include Biology, Chemistry or Physics, and third (3rd) lab-based 
science course. 

Science Course Sequences 
Level I Level II Level III 
Biology I Chemistry I 

Environmental Science 
Human Anatomy & 

Physiology Honors 
Physics I 

Anatomy & Physiology I DE 
Anatomy & Physiology II DE 
Biology II Honors AND Biology AP 
Bio DE I 
Bio DE II 
Chemistry I 
Chemistry II Honors AND Chemistry AP 
Chem DE I 
Chem DE II 
Environmental Science 
Environmental Science AP 
Human Anatomy & Physiology Honors 
Physics I 

Biology I Honors Chemistry I Honors 
Human Anatomy & 

Physiology Honors 
Physics I 

Anatomy & Physiology I DE 
Anatomy & Physiology II DE 
Biology II Honors AND Biology AP 
Bio DE I 
Bio DE II 
Chemistry II Honors AND Chemistry AP 
Chem DE I 
Chem DE II 
Environmental Science AP 
Physics I AP 
Physics II AP 

*.5 Credit Course 
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Course Offerings in Science 
Physical Science 
Physical Science is a foundational course aligned to Tennessee standards that explores matter, energy, motion, 
forces, and basic chemical interactions through scientific inquiry. The course serves as an introduction to concepts and 
skills that prepare students for future biology and chemistry coursework. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9 (select 
students only) 

Prerequisite: None 

Biology I 
Biology I consists of classroom and appropriate laboratory experiences studying living organisms and their vital 
processes. The concepts that will be covered in this course include laboratory skills, ecology, natural selection, 
biochemistry, cellular respiration, photosynthesis, cellular processes, and genetics. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None 

Biology I Honors 
Biology I Honors is designed to accentuate the thought processes and enhance the scientific competencies of each 
student enrolled so that he/she can fully develop to his/her maximum potential. It is designed for students who are 
motivated, very organized and excel in their cognitive abilities. Students should be able to synthesize and analyze 
material, predict and infer, and evaluate data. Topics covered are cytology, microbiology, genetics, photosynthesis, 
cellular respiration, nucleic acids and protein synthesis, zoology and botany. This course is a required prerequisite for 
Biology AP. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding 

Environmental Science 
Environmental Science is a laboratory science course that enables students to develop an understanding of natural 
and man-made environments and environmental problems facing the world. Students explore environmental science 
concepts through an inquiry-based approach. Embedded standards for Inquiry and Technology & Engineering are 
taught in the context of the content standards for Earth Systems, The Living World, Human Population, Water and 
Land Resources, Energy Resources and Consumption, Pollution and Waste Production, Global Change, and Civic 
Responsibility. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of or Concurrent Enrollment in 
Algebra I 

Chemistry I 
Chemistry I follows a logical, sequential development of major chemical principles including atomic structure, matter 
and energy, bonding, mole concept, compound and molecular formation, acid-base chemistry, gas laws and 
stoichiometry. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology I; Completion of or 
Concurrent Enrollment in Geometry 

Chemistry I Honors 
Chemistry I Honors is an advanced course designed for students who have an interest in the field of chemistry and has 
a strong mathematical and laboratory emphasis. The course is rigorous and fast paced. Some topics will require 
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independent study. Topics of study for this course include atomic structure, mole concept, periodic trends, bonding, 
chemical reactions, stoichiometry, gas laws, solutions and basic nuclear chemistry. 

Chemistry I Honors requires an advanced understanding of algebraic principles and scientific reasoning to be 
successful. Students who enroll in this course should have attained a minimum of a C in Algebra I. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology I Honors; Completion of or 
Concurrent Enrollment in Geometry Honors; Teacher 
Recommendation; Memo of Understanding 

Human Anatomy & Physiology Honors 
Human Anatomy and Physiology provides students an opportunity to explore the intricate and sophisticated 
relationship between structure (Anatomy) and function (Physiology) in the human body. These two sciences together 
provide a solid foundation upon which to build an understanding of how the human body works as a living organism. 
Lab includes observations, demonstrations, animal dissections, and experiments designed to enhance the 
understanding of topics covered in the course. This course is taught with an aim to help students understand how 
their body works and to help them decide if they might be interested in pursuing a career in science. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology I 

Physics I 
Physics is the study of the world around us and the laws of nature, which seeks to explain why certain phenomena 
occur in nature and use that understanding to predict outcomes in various situations. It is often considered the basis 
for all sciences. In Physics I, students will learn concepts typically covered in the first half of an introductory physics 
course. Students will spend most of the course exploring the motion of objects and how or why an object changes its 
motion. Students will also explore concepts related to heat and temperature. Major topics include an introduction to 
motion (kinematics), vectors, force (dynamics), work, energy, momentum, circular motion, universal gravitation, heat, 
thermal energy, machine efficiency, and power sources. This course takes a conceptual and mathematical approach to 
topics requiring students to apply scientific practices and processes and to explore physics concepts through frequent 
labs and projects. Upon completion of this course, students will be prepared to take additional upper-level science 
courses at the high school level or have a foundation in physics in preparation for collegiate-level courses. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology I; Completion of or 
Concurrent Enrollment in Algebra II 

Physics I AP - EPSO 
Physics I AP: Algebra-Based is the equivalent to a first-semester college course in algebra-based physics. The course 
covers kinematics (1D and 2D motion), dynamics (force), circular motion, torque and rotational motion, energy, 
momentum, harmonic motion, and fluids. Students will have significant time for hands-on explorations of physics 
content and inquiry labs. Students should expect difficulty, time required, and independent learning indicative of a 
college-level course; expectations are above and beyond a typical honors course. Students who complete this course 
should be well prepared to navigate the increased demand and the academic expectations of college coursework. 
Students will be expected to use models to represent and analyze scenarios; use mathematical techniques to solve 
complex problems; plan, describe, and implement experimental procedures to address a given question; analyze 
data to create and support a conclusion; connect content, theories, and relationships across multiple topics to form 
appropriate questions, predictions, arguments, and conclusions. Upon completion of this course, students should be 
prepared to take additional upper-level science courses at the high school level, take the AP Exam in this course 
which may translate to college credit, and/or have a foundation in physics in preparation for collegiate-level courses. 
A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this 
examination. 

76 



 

  

     

       
          

      
        

 
    
            

            
           

           
     

           
          

 
 

               
         

      
                    

        
     

     

          
      

     
    

 
   
        

           
        

        
             

              
             

                
   

     

        
         

      
       

     
 

   
     
            
              
             

   

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of or Concurrent Enrollment in 
Chemistry I Honors and Pre-Calculus AP or College Algebra DE 
& Trigonometry DE; Teacher Recommendation; Memo of 
Understanding; AP Exam Fee; Completion of AP exam 

Physics II AP – EPSO 
Physics II AP is an Algebra-Based physics, which is equivalent to a second-semester college course. This is a 
continuation of the curriculum from Physics I AP, which covers thermodynamics, electrostatics, circuits, magnetism, 
waves, sound, optics, and an introduction to modern physics. This course allows students to opportunity gain and 
apply in-depth content knowledge including significant time for hands-on explorations of physics content and inquiry 
labs. Students will be expected to use models to represent and analyze scenarios; use mathematical techniques to 
solve complex problems; plan, describe, and implement experimental procedures to address a given question; 
analyze data to create and support a conclusion; connect content, theories, and relationships across multiple topics to 
form appropriate questions, predictions, arguments, and conclusions. Students should expect rigor and the time and 
independent learning requirements indicative of a college-level course as the needs and expectations necessary to 
succeed outpace those of a typical honors course. Students who complete this course should be well prepared to 
navigate the increased demand and the academic expectations of college coursework. Upon completion of this 
course, students should be prepared to take additional upper-level science courses at the high school level, take the 
AP Exam in this course which may translate to college credit, and/or have a foundation in physics in preparation for 
collegiate-level courses. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay 
the fee for this examination. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Physics I AP and Pre-Calculus AP or 
College Algebra DE & Trigonometry DE; Teacher 
Recommendation; Memo of Understanding; AP Exam Fee; 
Completion of AP exam 

Environmental Science AP - EPSO 
Environmental Science AP is a course where students can cultivate their understanding of the interrelationships of the 
natural world through inquiry-based lab investigations and field work. Students will explore topics in energy transfer, 
interactions between earth systems, interactions between different species and the environment, and sustainability. 
This course will challenge students to identify and analyze current environmental issues and identify alternative 
solutions to solve these problems. Environmental Science AP is an interdisciplinary science incorporating geology, 
biology, environmental studies, chemistry, and geography. This is an introductory science college level course and is 
taught with equitable rigor and expectations. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in 
the course must pay the fee for this examination. Receiving a certain score on the Advanced Placement exam may 
earn the student college credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion Biology I and Chemistry I; Completion 
of or Concurrent Enrollment in Pre-Calculus AP or College 
Algebra DE & Trigonometry DE; Teacher Recommendation; 
Memo of Understanding; Summer Enrichment Statement; AP 
Exam Fee; Completion of AP exam 

Biology II Honors 
Biology II Honors is an introduction to Biology AP, focusing on skills embedded in college-level science courses. High 
priority is placed on critical thinking skills by studying real world problems. Curriculum topics are examined with 
greater depth and include more advanced resource materials in addition to the textbook. Skills include analytical 
reading and writing, statistical and mathematical calculations, modeling relationships in biological systems and 
advanced experimental design. 
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Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Biology I Honors 

Special Note: Biology II Honors is the introduction to Biology 
AP. Students must enroll in Biology II Honors in the fall and 
Biology AP in the spring. 

Biology AP - EPSO 
The Biology AP course is an introductory college-level biology course. Students cultivate their understanding of 
biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore the following topics: evolution, cellular processes, 
energy and communication, genetics, information transfer, ecology, and interactions. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion Biology I and Chemistry I; Completion 
of or Concurrent Enrollment in Algebra II; Teacher 
Recommendation; Memo of Understanding; Summer 
Enrichment Statement; AP Exam Fee; Completion of AP exam 
Special Note: Biology II Honors is the introduction to Biology 
AP. Students must enroll in Biology II Honors in the fall and 
Biology AP in the spring. 

Bio DE I: Biology of Cells - EPSO 
Bio DE I: Biology of Cells is the first course in the companion course, which includes 3 hours of lecture and 1 hour of 
LAB per semester. The course curricula includes a general overview of life with an emphasis on structure and function 
of organisms and the biosphere. Lab work is designed to explore the principles from lecture through 
experimentation, observation, and demonstration while applying the scientific method. If there are questions about 
credit transfer, students should inquire with the universities/colleges of their choice. Note: credit will not apply toward 
a major or minor in the sciences. BIOL 1010/11 & BIOL 1020/21 are companion courses, but it is not required for 
students to take both. UofM Course: BIOL 1010 & BIOL 1011 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology I and Chemistry I Honors; 
Teacher Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 
19+; Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; The successful completion of both semesters is 
required to fulfill substitution for Graduation Requirements 

Bio DE II: Biology of Organisms- EPSO 
Bio DE II: Biology of Organisms is the second course in the companion course, which includes 3 hours of lecture and 
1 hour of LAB per semester. The course curricula includes a general overview of life; emphasis on structure and 
function of organisms and biosphere. Lab work is designed to explore the principles from lecture through 
experimentation, observation, and demonstration while applying the scientific method. If there are questions about 
credit transfer, students should inquire with the universities/colleges of their choice. Note: credit will not apply toward 
a major or minor in the sciences. BIOL 1010/11 & BIOL 1020/21 are companion courses, but it is not required for 
students to take both. UofM Course: BIOL 1020 & BIOL 1021. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Bio DE I: Biology of Cells; Teacher 
Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; The successful completion of both semesters is 
required to fulfill substitution for Graduation Requirements 
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Chemistry II Honors 
Chemistry II Honors enables students to develop a deep conceptual understanding of matter and energy at the 
molecular level as they learn to explain their macroscopic observations using particulate-level reasoning. Students will 
utilize scientific reasoning skills needed to analyze the natural world and to succeed in future science 
courses. Chemistry II Honors covers the following four main units: Structure and Properties of Matter, Chemical 
Bonding and Interactions, Chemical Quantities, and Chemical Transformations. This course will be taught with an 
emphasis on hands-on laboratory investigations and integration of technology to prepare students for taking 
Advanced Placement Chemistry. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Chemistry I Honors 

Special Note: Chemistry II Honors is the introduction to 
Chemistry AP. Students must enroll in Chemistry II Honors in the 
fall and Chemistry AP in the spring. 

Chemistry AP - EPSO 
The Chemistry AP course provides students with a college-level foundation to support future advanced coursework in 
chemistry. Students cultivate their understanding of chemistry through inquiry-based investigations, as they explore 
content such as: atomic structure, intermolecular forces and bonding, chemical reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, 
and equilibrium. The Chemistry AP course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually 
taken during the first college year. This course requires that 25 percent of instructional time engages students in lab 
investigations. This includes a minimum of 16 hands-on labs (at least 6 of which are inquiry-based). Students are 
required to keep a lab notebook throughout the course. 

Students will be able to make use of scientific and critical thinking necessary to analyze data, make use of scientific 
models and experimental methods to recognize connections and develop arguments and evaluate scientific 
explanations and theories. Additionally, students should be well prepared to successfully engage in the aligned AP 
exam, which can translate to collegiate credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion Biology I and Chemistry I; Teacher 
Recommendation; Memo of Understanding; Summer 
Enrichment Statement; AP Exam Fee; Completion of AP exam 
Special Note: Chemistry II Honors is the introduction to 
Chemistry AP. Students must enroll in Chemistry II Honors in 
the fall and Chemistry AP in the spring. 

Chem DE I: Chemistry of Materials - EPSO 
Chem DE I: Chemistry of Materials satisfies a General Education Natural Science requirement for students majoring in 
social sciences, humanities, fine arts, business, and education. The course concepts include: measurement and the 
scientific method; states of matter; fundamental laws of chemistry; modern atomic theory; water and aqueous 
solutions; oxidation-reduction and acid-base reactions; nuclear chemistry; energy and materials in modern society; 
environmental impact and sustainability. CHEM 1010/11 & CHEM 1110/11 are companion courses, but it is not 
required for students to take both. UofM Courses: CHEM 1010 & CHEM 1011 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology I and Chemistry I; Teacher 
Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; The successful completion of both semesters is 
required to fulfill substitution for Graduation Requirements 
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Chem DE II: General Chemistry - EPSO 
Chem DE II: General Chemistry is the companion course of Chem DE I: Chemistry of Materials. The course concepts 
include: laws of chemistry; periodic table and chemical periodicity. stoichiometry, nomenclature. modern atomic 
theory and bonding; ionic and molecular compounds; molecular geometry; oxidation-reduction reactions; solutions 
and heterogeneous mixtures; gaseous state; states of matter and intermolecular forces; thermochemistry. Three 
lecture hours per week. CHEM 1010/11 & CHEM 1110/11 are companion courses, but it is not required for students 
to take both. UofM Courses: CHEM 1110 & CHEM 1111 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Chem DE I: Chemistry of Materials; 
Teacher Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 
19+; Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement; The successful completion of both semesters is 
required to fulfill substitution for Graduation Requirements 

Anatomy & Physiology I DE - EPSO 
Anatomy & Physiology I DE introduces students to the fundamental principles of human anatomy and physiology, 
covering cell biology, tissues, and the structure and function of key body systems. Emphasis is placed on anatomical 
terminology, morphology, and physiological processes of the integumentary, skeletal, muscular, and nervous systems. 
Students will engage in case studies, virtual and physical labs, and dissections to deepen their understanding. This 
course is ideal for students pursuing careers in nursing, medicine, physical therapy, and related fields. These courses 
(BIOL 2010 and BIOL 2020) are prerequisite courses for many science fields, including nursing, medicine, physical 
therapy, radiology, and exercise medicine and science. BIOL 2010/11 & BIOL 2020/21 are companion courses, but it 
is not required for students to take both. UofM Course: BIOL 2010 & BIOL 2011 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Biology I; Teacher 
Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement 

Anatomy & Physiology II DE - EPSO 
Building on Anatomy & Physiology I, Anatomy & Physiology II DE explores the endocrine, cardiovascular, lymphatic, 
respiratory, digestive, urinary, and reproductive systems. Students will analyze case studies, perform dissections, and 
construct models to understand disease pathology and system interactions. A strong commitment to mastering 
complex vocabulary and physiological processes is required. This course is designed for students preparing for 
careers in healthcare and clinical sciences. These courses (BIOL 2010 and BIOL 2020) are prerequisite courses for 
many science fields, including nursing, medicine, physical therapy, radiology, and exercise medicine and science. 
BIOL 2010/11 & BIOL 2020/21 are companion courses, but it is not required for students to take both. UofM Course: 
BIOL 2020 & BIOL 2021 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Anatomy & Physiology I DE; 
Teacher Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 
19+; Math sub score of 18+; 100 admissions index score; DE 
agreement 
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Course Descriptions 
Social Studies Department 

HHS Social Studies department stands out for its innovative and creative teachers who bring history, geography, and 
civics to life through engaging, real-world learning experiences. Backed by years of experience and a genuine passion 
for teaching, our educators offer a wide range of dynamic courses that inspire students to think critically and 
understand the world around them. 

Course Offerings in Social Studies 
Students are required to earn three (3) social studies credits, which must include one (1) credit in World History, one (1) credit in a 
US History, and a combination of Economics and US Government. 

Social Studies Course Sequences 
Grade 9 or 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 
European History AP 
Human Geography AP 
World History & Geography 
World History AP 

American History SDC 
US History AP 
US History to 1877 DE* AND US 
History Since 1877 DE* 

Economics* 
Microeconomics AP* AND 

Macroeconomics AP* 
US Government & Civics* 
US Government AP 
American Government DE ONLINE 

Elective Sequences 
African American History* 
Facing History & Ourselves Honors* 
Human Geography AP 
Humanities Honors 
Psychology AP 
World History & Geography 
World History AP 

African American History* 
European History AP 
Facing History & Ourselves Honors* 
Human Geography AP 
Humanities Honors 
Sociology* 
Psychology* 
Psychology AP 
World History & Geography 
World History AP 

African American History* 
European History AP 
Facing History & Ourselves Honors* 
Human Geography AP 
Humanities Honors 
Sociology* 
Psychology* 
Psychology AP 
World History AP 

*.5 Credit Course 

Personal Finance Course Offerings 
Students are required to earn 0.5 credits in a Personal Finance course. 

Grade 10-12 Grade 11 or 12 
Personal Finance LDC* 
Personal Finance Asynchronous* 

Personal Finance LDC* 
Personal Finance Asynchronous* 
Personal Finance Management DE* ONLINE 

*.5 Credit Course 
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Course Offerings in Social Studies 
World History & Geography 
Students will study the rise of the nation-state in Europe, the French Revolution, and the economic and political roots 
of the modern world. They will examine the origins and consequences of the Industrial Revolution, nineteenth-century 
political reform in Western Europe, and imperialism in Africa, Asia, and South America. They will explain the causes 
and consequences of the great military and economic events of the past century, including the World Wars, the Great 
Depression, the Cold War, and the Russian and Chinese Revolutions. Finally, students will study the rise of nationalism 
and the continuing persistence of political, ethnic, and religious conflict in many parts of the world. Relevant 
Tennessee connections will be part of the curriculum, as well as appropriate primary source documents. Students will 
explore geographic influences on history, with attention given to political boundaries that developed with the 
evolution of nations from 1750 to the present and the subsequent human geographic issues that dominate the global 
community. Additionally, students will study aspects of technical geography such as GPS and GIS, and how these 
innovations continuously impact geopolitics in the contemporary world. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-10 

Prerequisite: None 

World History AP - EPSO 
In World History AP, students investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes from 1200 to 
the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices, and methods employed by historians: analyzing 
primary and secondary sources; developing historical arguments; making historical connections; and utilizing 
reasoning about comparison, causation, and continuity and change over time. The course provides six themes that 
students explore throughout the course to make connections among historical developments in different times and 
places: humans and the environment, cultural developments and interactions, governance, economic systems, social 
interactions and organization, and technology and innovation. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; AP Exam Fee; completion of AP exam 

Human Geography AP - EPSO 
Human Geography AP is designed for qualified students who wish to complete studies in the secondary school 
equivalent to an introductory college course in human geography. The purpose of the course is to introduce students 
to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have shaped human understanding, use, and alteration of the 
Earth’s surface. Students will employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis to examine human social organization 
and its environmental consequences. They will also learn about the methods and tools geographers use in their 
science and practice. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the 
fee for this examination. Receiving a qualifying score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college 
credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; AP Exam Fee; completion of AP exam 

European History AP - EPSO 
The study of European history since 1450 introduces students to cultural, economic, political, and social 
developments that played a fundamental role in shaping the world in which they live. Without this knowledge, we 
would lack the context for understanding the development of contemporary institutions, the role of continuity and 
change in present-day society and politics, and the evolution of current forms of artistic expression and intellectual 
discourse. In addition to providing a basic narrative of events and movements, the goals of European History AP are 
to develop (a) an understanding of some of the principle themes in modern European history, (b) an ability to analyze 
historical evidence and historical interpretation, and (c) an ability to express historical understanding in writing (1450 
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to present). A final qualifying examination is required and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this 
examination. Receiving a qualifying score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; AP Exam Fee; Completion of AP exam 

US History AP - EPSO 
US History AP provides the student with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the 
problems and materials in American History. This course emphasizes the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on 
the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format. A 
strong commitment to the subject area is essential. Supplementary materials may also be required for students to 
purchase in this course. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the 
fee for this examination. Receiving a qualifying score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college 
credit. Completion of or concurrent enrollment in AP Language and Composition is strongly encouraged. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least one grade 9-10 Social 
Studies course offering; Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; AP Exam Fee; Completion of AP exam 

American History SDC - EPSO 
United States History is an academically challenging course aligned with post-secondary standards. Instruction is 
based on curriculum and resources vetted by high school and post-secondary faculty from across the state. Like the 
on-level course, students will study the chronological history of the U.S. beginning with Reconstruction and westward 
expansion until contemporary times. Students will take a challenge exam written by university professors at the end of 
the course. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite: Completion of English 9 and English 10 

US History to 1877 DE - EPSO 
US History to 1877 DE provides students with a study of the United States from the age of discovery to the post-Civil 
War era. Students utilize primary and secondary sources to interpret the past through writing and class discussion to 
better understand and appreciate the social, economic, and political development of the United States. If there are 
questions about credit transfer, students should inquire with the universities of their choice. Students are responsible 
for a per semester tuition cost and a fee for textbooks. HIST 2010 & HIST 2020 are companion courses and are 
scheduled together to complete the course sequence. UofM Course: HIST 2010 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11 

Prerequisite: Completion of at least one World History class; 
Teacher Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 
19+; 100 admissions index score; DE agreement; The 
successful completion of both semesters is required to fulfill 
substitution for Graduation Requirements 

US History Since 1877 DE - EPSO 
US History Since 1877 DE provides students with a study of the United States from the Restoration era to present day. 
Students utilize primary and secondary sources to interpret the past through writing and class discussion to better 
understand and appreciate the social, economic, and political development of the United States. If there are 
questions about credit transfer, students should inquire with the universities of their choice. Students are responsible 
for a per semester tuition cost and a fee for textbooks. HIST 2020 & HIST 2010 are companion courses and are 
scheduled together to complete the course sequence. UofM Course: HIST 2020 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11 
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Prerequisite: Completion of US History to 1877 DE; Teacher 
Recommendation; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 
100 admissions index score; DE agreement; The successful 
completion of both semesters is required to fulfill substitution 
for Graduation Requirements 

US Government and Civics 
Students will study the purposes, principles, and practices of American government as established by the 
Constitution. Students are expected to understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens and how to exercise 
these rights and responsibilities in local, state, and national government. The reading of primary source documents is 
a key feature of United States Government and Civics standards. To fulfill graduation requirements, students must 
complete and pass a US Civics examination included in this course. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: None; Students must pass the US Civics Exam 
with a score of 70%+, per state policy 

US Government AP - EPSO 
US Government AP examines the foundations of American government, political beliefs, political parties, the 
organization and powers of the three branches of the U. S. federal government, and American civil rights and civil 
liberties. In addition to the text, supplementary reading will be assigned. A final qualifying examination is required 
and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this examination. Receiving a certain score on the 
Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Strongly suggested students have completed a 
previous AP course; Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; AP Exam Fee; Completion of AP exam 

American Government DE ONLINE – EPSO 
American Government DE covers development, structure, and processes of American system of government, 
including framing principles of U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights; structure and roles of the President, Congress, and 
the Supreme Court; as well as citizen participation in governing. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 
admissions index score; DE agreement 
Dual Enrollment Credit: Upon successful completion of the 
course, 3 hours of college credit (POLS 1030) will be awarded 
by the University of Memphis. 

**American Government DE ONLINE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. The course 
is not a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance and reach 
pacing milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 

Economics 
Economics includes the fundamental principles of the American system of free enterprise and the factors that 
influence its function. This course is designed so that students achieve a better understanding as to how basic 
economic concepts affect decisions made by consumers, producers, and government. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: None 
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Microeconomics AP - EPSO 
AP Microeconomics focuses on the principles that apply to the economic system as a whole, specifically the behavior 
of individual households, firms, and markets. Students will explore how buyers and sellers interact, how prices are 
determined, how markets allocate scarce resources, and what happens when markets fail. Topics include supply and 
demand, elasticity, production and costs, market structures, and the role of government in promoting efficiency and 
equity. Students will be challenged to analyze real-world scenarios using economic models and data interpretation. 
Upon completion, students will be prepared to take the AP Microeconomics exam for potential college credit. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Strongly suggested students have completed a 
previous AP course; Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; AP Exam Fee; Completion of AP exam 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Microeconomics AP AND 
Macroeconomics AP, resulting in a full credit. The 
Microeconomics AP exam is optional. 

Macroeconomics AP - EPSO 
AP Macroeconomics students are introduced to the economic principles underlying aggregate economic behavior. 
National income and price level determination are major components of the course. Measures of economic 
performance, such as Gross Domestic Product (GDP), inflation, and unemployment are examined. Basic analytical 
tools such as graphs, charts, and data are used to examine the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic 
growth, foreign exchange, and international trade. Students complete collaborative assignments, group discussions, 
and assessments that require them to apply what they have learned to hypothetical situations. Upon completion, 
students will be prepared to take the AP Macroeconomics exam for potential college credit. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Microeconomics AP; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; AP Exam Fee; 
Completion of AP exam 
Special Note: Students must enroll in Microeconomics AP AND 
Macroeconomics AP, resulting in a full credit. 

African American History 
African American History explores the historical, social, and cultural experiences of African Americans from early Africa 
and enslavement through the Civil Rights Movement and modern America. Students analyze historical sources to 
examine identity, resistance, and the lasting impact of African American contributions to U.S. history. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Facing History & Ourselves Honors 
An excellent opportunity for students to experience an Honors course at HHS, Facing History and Ourselves Honors is 
taught using the principles and resources of the Facing History and Ourselves Organization. The class will examine 
mankind’s methods to promote knowledge, values, and skills needed to preserve and protect democracy. The main 
case study for the course is the Holocaust. Students will also explore issues of racism and violence, as well as those of 
courage, caring, and compassion for all humanity. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation; Memo of 
Understanding 

Humanities Honors 
An excellent opportunity for students to experience an Honors course at HHS! The course includes the study of 
literature, history, philosophy, art, music, and architecture of western culture beginning with the classical world of the 
Greeks and Romans and concluding with the contemporary world. Some outside readings are required. 
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Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation; Memo of 
Understanding 

Psychology 
Psychology provides an overview of the scientific study of mental processes and human behavior. Topics include 
memory and cognition, sleep and consciousness, psychological disorders, group interaction, and many more. Several 
methods and techniques of teaching and learning will be used in this class including lecture, discussion, cooperative 
learning, independent study, class activities/experiments, and outside projects. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: None 
**Students requesting enrollment in Psychology will be enrolled in Sociology 

Sociology 
Sociology is centered on the study of behavior of people in groups. Various topics are discussed including 
socialization, institutions, social interaction, social change, and collective behavior. Grades are largely based upon 
group discussions and projections, which reflect the key concepts of the course. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: None 

**Students requesting enrollment in Sociology will be enrolled in Psychology 

Psychology AP - EPSO 
Psychology AP is designed to introduce students to the scientific study of behavior and mental processes of human 
beings. To accomplish this, the course provides instruction in each of the following 14 content areas: History and 
Approaches, Research Methods, Biological Bases of Behavior, Sensation and Perception, States of Consciousness, 
Learning, Cognition, Motivation and Emotion, Developmental Psychology, Personality, Testing and Individual 
Differences, Abnormal Psychology, Treatment of Psychological Disorders, and Social Psychology. The majority of class 
time will be devoted to lectures and discussions. However, time will also be allocated for demonstrations, 
experiments, and class activities. Active participation in these activities will help clarify certain areas of study. 

Sophomores may request Psychology AP; however, enrollment will depend upon available seats. 
Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; AP Exam Fee; Completion of AP exam 

Course Offerings for Personal Finance 
Personal Finance LDC (Local Dual Credit) 
Understanding and managing personal finances are the key to one’s future financial success. This one-semester 
course is based on the personal finance competencies and presents essential knowledge and skills to make informed 
decisions about real-world financial issues. Students will learn how choices influence occupational options and future 
earning potential. Students will also learn to apply decision-making skills to evaluate career choices and set personal 
goals. The course content is designed to help the learner make wise spending, saving, and credit decisions and to 
make effective use of income to achieve personal financial success. Local Dual Credit (LDC) allows students to earn 
college-aligned course credit by completing approved coursework and demonstrating mastery of the course 
standards. This credit is awarded through Southwest Community College. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: None 
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Personal Finance Asynchronous 
Personal Finance Asynchronous is a fully digital, self-study edition of Personal Finance that prepares students to 
navigate the real world by covering topics such as taxes, insurance, credit, and debt. With engaging video lessons 
and activities, students will learn from financial experts and gain confidence in handling their finances and 
investments. The online course carries the same weight and is based on the same standards as the seated course but 
will be scheduled as a 9th course/5th block allowing students to complete the course without sacrificing space in their 
schedule. Sophomores must get approval from their grade-level counselor to take this course. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher or counselor recommendation is required 
for enrollment in the asynchronous course 

**This course is an asynchronous, online course taken outside of the school day. 

Personal Finance Management DE ONLINE - EPSO 
Personal Finance Management DE is a non-technical course that covers topics such as budgeting, borrowing, credit, 
insurance, home ownership, investment, and taxes. It is part of the Finance major sequence at the University of 
Memphis. UofM Course: FIR 1220 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding; Admission to UofM; ACT composite 19+; 100 
admissions index score; DE agreement 

*Personal Finance DE ONLINE includes online instruction from faculty at the University of Memphis. The course is not 
a self-paced, asynchronous course, and students are required to meet expectations for performance and reach pacing 
milestones set forth by UofM and HHS. 
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Course Descriptions 
Physical Education Department 

Course Offerings in Wellness 
Lifetime Wellness LDC (Local Dual Credit) - EPSO 
Lifetime Wellness is a combination of physical education and health education. The content includes disease 
prevention and control, nutrition, substance use and abuse, mental/emotional/social health, sexuality and family life, 
safety and first aid, and personal fitness. Each content area is addressed in a classroom and/or physical activity 
setting. Personal fitness and nutrition are emphasized and integrated throughout the course. Students acquire 
knowledge and skills necessary to make informed decisions regarding their health and well-being throughout their 
lifetime. Students participate using a Heart Rate Monitor program (Heart Zones) to set fitness goals. All students must 
earn this credit to meet graduation requirements. Local Dual Credit (LDC) allows students to earn college-aligned 
course credit by completing approved coursework and sitting for and passing a qualifying exam that demonstrates 
mastery of the course standards. This credit is awarded through Southwest Community College. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9 

Prerequisite: None; all incoming freshmen must be enrolled in 
Lifetime Wellness 

Lifetime Sports 
Lifetime Sports is a lifetime physical fitness class for students who wish to learn how to achieve and maintain total 
physical fitness. The emphasis in this class is to learn different sports as it relates to rules and skills necessary to play 
the sport at an enjoyable level. Students completing this course will be better prepared to enjoy participating in 
different sports such as volleyball, basketball, badminton, and soccer. Priority for enrollment in this course is given to 
students who have not participated in a qualifying activity to earn a GMSD Physical Education Waiver and is based on 
teacher availability. 

Credits: .5 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Lifetime Sports - Waiver 
Students can fulfill the additional half-credit of required Lifetime Sports by submitting a waiver form signed by an HHS 
school-sanctioned coach. Students must submit the required documentation to their grade level counselor. 

Options are also available for students participating in band, color guard, and those participating in extra-curricular 
athletics by providing the required documentation. 

Students seeking fulfillment of the requirement outside of HHS must have the permission of the Vice-Principal or 
Principal prior to beginning the activity, as not every activity or pursuit will meet the requirements set forth. 
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Course Descriptions 
World Language Department 

The World Language Department at Houston High School offers students the opportunity to become globally 
minded communicators through engaging, immersive instruction in French, German, Latin, and Spanish. What makes 
HHS unique is its focus on real-world language application. Students don’t just learn vocabulary and grammar; they 
experience culture, conversation, and connection. 

Course Offerings in World Language 
Students are required to take two credits in a single language to graduate. 

World Language Course Sequences 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 or Grade 12 

German I 
Latin I 

French I Honors 
German I Honors 
Latin I Honors 
Spanish I Honors 

French I 
French II 
German I 
German II 
Latin I 
Latin II 
Spanish I 
Spanish II 

French I Honors 
French II Honors 
German I Honors 
German II Honors 
Latin I Honors 
Latin II Honors 
Spanish I Honors 
Spanish II Honors 

French III Honors 
French Language and Culture AP 
German III Honors 
German Language and Culture AP 
Latin III Honors 
Latin AP 
Spanish III Honors 
Spanish Language and Culture AP 
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Course Offerings in World Languages 
French: The Language of Diplomacy and International Discourse 
French I 
French I is an introduction to the basic skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in French. A cultural overview 
of life in France and other French-speaking countries is also part of the course content. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: None 

French I Honors 
French I Honors is an introductory study of the French language and culture. Extra emphasis is placed on speaking 
the language, vocabulary acquisition, composition and learning about French customs and culture. World language 
study is proven to increase scores on standardized tests, and the Honors Curriculum seeks to provide instruction to 
that end. A “B” overall grade point average is recommended. French I Honors is highly recommended for students 
who wish to pursue more than 2 credits of French. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-11 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding 

French II 
French II is a continuation of French I. Emphasis is on vocabulary building, the use of correct grammar, and speaking 
and writing French. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of French I 

French II Honors 
French II Honors is a continuation of French I with special emphasis on speaking the language. Use of correct French 
grammar and development of writing skills are important components of this course. It is strongly recommended that 
students have at least an “A” average in French I. French II Honors is highly recommended for students who wish to 
pursue more than 2 credits of French. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of French I; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding 

French III Honors 
French III Honors is designed for students who want to increase their language proficiency and build their fluency in 
the French language. Knowledge and mastery of grammar are stressed as well as the naturalness of conversational 
French. Outside readings are also included in the program. It is strongly recommended that students have at least a 
90 average in French II Honors. This course is designed to prepare students for Advanced Placement study. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of French II; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding 

French Language and Culture AP - EPSO 
French Language and Culture AP follows the course description established by the College Board for French 
language. The course allows students to attempt to earn college credit while still in high school. The AP course is 
intended for students who have chosen to develop proficiency in French language. Students must have a good 
working knowledge of French grammar and considerable competency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. An 
“A” average in all previous French courses is strongly recommended. It would be beneficial to take AP European 
History. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this 
examination. Receiving a certain score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. 
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Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of French III Honors; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; AP Exam Fee; 
Completion of AP exam 

German: The Language of Thinkers, Artists, and Scientists 
German I 
German I is an introduction to the basic communication skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing in German. 
Emphasis is put on functional conversation and accuracy in writing. Basic vocabulary and grammar are studied. A 
cultural overview of German-speaking countries is a part of the course content. The course creates an awareness of 
Germany’s top position in the European community and its importance as a participant in the global economy. It is 
recommended that students have a “B” average in English. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-11 

Prerequisite: None 

German I Honors 
German I Honors is an introduction to the basic communication skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing in 
German. Emphasis is put on functional conversation and accuracy in writing. Basic vocabulary and grammar are 
studied. A cultural overview of German-speaking countries is a part of the course content. The course creates an 
awareness of Germany’s top position in the European community and its importance as a participant in the global 
economy. German I Honors is designed for linguistically talented students who have maintained an “A” average in 
eighth grade language arts or math. Extra emphasis is placed on speaking the language and studying German 
customs and culture. World Language study is proven to improve scores on standardized tests and the honors 
curriculum seeks to provide instruction to that end. It is highly recommended that students enrolled in English Honors 
enroll in German Honors. German students compete in the National German Exam each spring. This course is 
recommended for students who wish to pursue more than two credits of German. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-11 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding 

German II 
German II is a continuation of German I. This course is designed for students who wish to satisfy the two-credit 
language requirement. Emphasis is placed on good grammar and on reading and speaking skills as well as culture. 
Students with an average lower than a “B” in German I are recommended for this course. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of German I 

German II Honors 
German II Honors is designed for linguistically-talented students who maintained at least a high “B” average in 
German I Honors or an “A” average in standard German I. The course is a continuation of German I with a strong 
emphasis placed on all communication skills and culture. German students compete in the National German Exam 
each spring. This course is highly recommended for students who wish to pursue more than two credits of German. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of German I; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding 

German III Honors 
German III Honors is designed for students with a strong interest and desire to increase their proficiency in German. 
The emphasis of this course is on reading and discussing authentic texts and materials, as well as on improving the 
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written language and conversational skills. It is recommended that students have an “A” average in German II or at 
least a “B” average in German II Honors. German students compete in the National German Exam each spring. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of German II; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding 

German Language and Culture AP - EPSO 
German Language and Culture AP is designed for students who have chosen to develop proficiency in the German 
language. The course allows students to attempt to earn college credit while still in high school. Course content 
reflects intellectual interests in the arts, current events, literature, sports, etc. In addition to standard textbooks and 
anthologies, materials will include recordings, films, newspapers, magazines, and contemporary literature. Students 
must have a good working knowledge of German grammar and competency in listening, speaking, reading, and 
writing. An “A” average in all previous German courses is strongly recommended. It would be beneficial to take 
European History AP. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the 
fee for this examination. Receiving a certain score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college 
credit. German students compete in the National German Exam each spring. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of German III Honors; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; AP Exam Fee; 
Completion of AP exam 

Latin: The Fundamental Language Which Influences the World Today 
Latin I 
Latin I is an introductory study into the language, history, mythology, and culture of the ancient Romans. The benefits 
of Latin are well documented – appreciation of our classical heritage, better analytical reasoning skills, and a broader 
and more diverse English vocabulary. The class focuses on reading Latin, developing grammar skills, and an 
exploration of how the ancient world influences our world today. Latin students compete in the National Latin Exam 
each spring. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-12 

Prerequisite: None 

Latin I Honors 
Latin I Honors is an introductory study into the language, history, mythology, and culture of the ancient Romans. The 
benefits of Latin are well documented – appreciation of our classical heritage, better analytical reasoning skills, and a 
broader and more diverse English vocabulary. The class focuses on reading Latin, developing grammar skills, and an 
exploration of how the ancient world influences our world today. World Language study is proven to improve scores 
on standardized tests and the Honors Curriculum seeks to provide instruction to that end. At the honors level, more 
emphasis is placed on Latin composition, supplemental readings, and other enrichment activities. Latin students 
compete in the National Latin Exam each spring. It is highly recommended that students enrolled in English Honors 
enroll in Honors Latin. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-11 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding 

Latin II 
Latin II is a continuation of Latin I, with more concentration on translation and preparation to read authentic Latin 
texts. Latin students compete in the National Latin Exam each spring. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Latin I 

92 



 

  

   
        

            
      

     

       
   

 
   

             
          

        
     

    
   

 
    

      
              

  
             

           
             

          
        

                   
               

    
     

    
   

 
        

 
         

        
   

     

  

 
  
               

         
            
           

             
     
     

    
 

Latin II Honors 
Latin II Honors is a continuation of Latin I, with more concentration on translation and preparation to read authentic 
Latin texts. At the honors level, more emphasis is placed on Latin composition, supplemental readings, and other 
enrichment activities. Latin students compete in the National Latin Exam each spring. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Latin I; Teacher recommendation; 
Memo of understanding 

Latin III Honors 
Latin III Honors is designed to reinforce basic Latin grammar and to train students to read and interpret a wide variety 
of classical texts. Authors studied include Cicero, Caesar, Pliny, and Vergil. This course is designed to prepare 
students for Advanced Placement study. Latin students compete in the National Latin Exam each spring. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Latin II; Teacher recommendation; 
Memo of understanding 

Latin AP - EPSO 
The Latin AP course immerses students in the rich language, literature, and culture of ancient Rome through close 
reading and analysis of Vergil’s Aeneid and selections from Pliny’s Letters. Students will also expand their 
appreciation for the wide range of classical texts via supplemental Teacher's Choice readings and a project exploring 
a rotating selection of underrepresented authors and themes. Students will develop their skills in translating authentic 
Latin passages with accuracy, analyzing literary and stylistic features, and understanding the historical, cultural, and 
thematic contexts of the works. The course emphasizes critical reading, interpretation of Roman values and 
perspectives, and drawing connections between the ancient and modern worlds. By exploring a wide variety of 
authentic Latin, students will gain an appreciation for the artistry and depth of Latin literature while preparing for the 
AP Latin Exam. A final qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for 
this examination. Receiving a certain score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. 
Latin students compete in the National Latin Exam each spring. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Latin III; Teacher recommendation; 
Memo of understanding 

Spanish: The Language that Speaks to Millions- at Home and Abroad 
Spanish I 
Spanish I focuses on building a foundation for future proficiency in the Spanish language. Reading, writing, listening, 
and speaking the language are emphasized. The course content includes grammar, vocabulary and a cultural 
overview of the Spanish-speaking countries. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-11 

Prerequisite: None 

Spanish I Honors 
Spanish I Honors is designed for linguistically-talented students with an “A” average in English. The course content 
contains advanced grammar material, additional vocabulary as well as a concentrated emphasis on speaking and 
writing. Cultural material on the Spanish-speaking countries is covered in this class. Honors students compete in the 
National Spanish Exam each spring. Spanish I Honors is recommended for students who wish to pursue more than 
two credits of Spanish. It is highly recommended that students enrolled in English Honors enroll in Spanish Honors. 
Students will be required to purchase supplementary course material. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 9-11 

Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation; Memo of 
understanding 
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Spanish II 
Spanish II is a continuation of Spanish I with additional emphasis on communication skills and higher level of 
grammar. A cultural overview of Spanish-speaking regions is included. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish I 

Spanish II Honors 
Spanish II Honors is designed for linguistically talented students. The course is a continuation of Spanish I with more 
emphasis placed on all communication skills. Spanish II Honors consists of additional requirements in the areas of 
advanced grammar, vocabulary, and culture. Students in this course should have an “A” in Spanish I or Spanish I 
Honors class. Honors compete in the National Spanish Exam each spring. Spanish II Honors is recommended for 
students who wish to pursue more than 2 credits of Spanish. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish I; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding 

Spanish III Honors 
Spanish III Honors includes an advanced study of grammatical structure and an introduction to literature. 
Communication skills and vocabulary growth are emphasized. This course is designed to prepare students for 
Advanced Placement study. Students in this course should have an “A” in a Spanish II class or Spanish II Honors class. 
Honors students compete in the National Spanish Exam each spring. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish II; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding 

Spanish Language and Culture AP - EPSO 
Spanish Language and Culture AP follows the course description established by the College Board for Spanish 
Language. The course allows students to attempt to earn college credit while still in high school. The course is 
intended for students who wish to further develop their proficiency and communication skills in the Spanish language. 
Students must have a good working knowledge of Spanish grammar and considerable competency in listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. An “A” average in all previous Spanish courses is strongly recommended. A final 
qualifying examination is required, and all students enrolled in the course must pay the fee for this examination. 
Receiving a qualifying score on the Advanced Placement exam may earn the student college credit. AP students 
compete in the National Spanish Exam each spring. 

Credits: 1.0 Grade Level: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Completion of Spanish III Honors; Teacher 
recommendation; Memo of understanding; AP Exam Fee; 
Completion of AP exam 
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