
 

  

  

  

 

   
   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                    Phone: 907-746-2358 

http://matsuk12.us/acc                 Fax: 907-746-2368 
                                                                       
 

 

 

January 9, 2026 

Dear Academy Families, 

 

Welcome back!  We are so thrilled and filled with anticipation for this semester and the 

many wonderful plans ahead of us! 

 

Elementary Spalding Tune-Ups, Coaching, and Certification 

The Writing Road to Reading© 

 

The Writing Road to Reading© is a research-based, integrated K–6 language arts 

curriculum and the cornerstone of literacy instruction at Academy. It provides best 

practices in teaching students to read, write, and spell. To ensure the strongest 

possible outcomes for students, it is critical that we teach with fidelity while 

continually refining and tuning our practice. 

 

We are excited to welcome Kelli Adams, a Spalding Education International Executive 

Trainer, who brings many years of classroom experience and extensive expertise in 

professional development. Kelli will be on campus Monday–Thursday, January 12–15, 

providing professional development, coaching, mentoring, and instructional modeling 

for our 1st–5th grade Language Arts teachers. Kelli will observe each of the nine 1st–

5th grade classroom teachers as they teach a Spalding lesson and provide specific, 

targeted coaching and feedback to support best practices in Spalding instruction. 

In addition, during those four afternoons, Kelli will teach the Reading Foundations 

HYBRID Course, two of Academy’s new to Spalding staff will have the opportunity to 

earn Spalding Writing Road to Reading© Certification.  

 

Middle School Intensive #2 

January 26–30 

 

Academy’s Middle School Intensive is a unique, week-long, hands-on learning 

experience designed to provide students with real-life skills that extend far beyond the 

classroom. This is much more than a “week away from regular classes.”  

 

**No middle school homework this week, no class projects assigned.  

 
 

Middle School Students Learn the Art of Persuasion 

 

Students learn the critical life skills of persuasion. Regardless of future career paths or 

social engagement, the ability to clearly and convincingly communicate one’s point of 

view is essential. 

 

On Monday, January 12, the middle school students are taught the elements of a 

persuasive letter and apply these skills by writing to Mrs. Gerard and Mrs. Grimes, 

advocating for placement in one of their top three requested Intensives. Students 

understand that their effort, word choice, and clarity matter—strong persuasion can 

secure placement in highly desired Intensives. 

 
Middle School Students Learn Due Dates and Times Matter 

Meeting deadlines is a life and career skill. Whether in personal relationships or 

professional settings, meeting due dates and being on time matters. Persuasive letters 

 

Date: Event: 

1/14 
3rd Grade Fieldtrip-

Aladdin Jr. 

1/15 
5th Grade Sponsored 
Mercado 

1/19 Holiday-No School 

1/26-30 
Middle School Intensive 

Week 

 

 

➢ 2nd Semester Friday lunch sign-up 

sheets are up in the front 

office!  If you are available 

between 11:45 and 12:25pm on 

Fridays, please sign up! 

➢ Fix wheel on rolling dry-erase 

board. 

➢ We are on the hunt for used 

plastic animals-fist sized or 

larger to be re-purposed for a 

cultural project-any animals will 

do!   

➢ Dust artificial plants throughout 

the school. 
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Middle School Students Learn Due Dates and Times Matter 

Meeting deadlines is a life and career skill. Whether in personal relationships or professional settings, meeting due dates and being on 

time matters. Persuasive letters much be turned into Miss Melissa no later than 2:30 pm on Thursday.  No excuses. If a student is ill, 

the letter must be emailed to Melissa.Long@matsuk12.us or dropped off by a parent or sibling by 2:30 p.m. Thursday, January 15. 
 

Late submissions = loss of placement in the first three requested Intensives. 

 
Middle School Students Learn to Provide Effective Feedback 
 

On the final morning of Intensive Week, students are taught how to provide thoughtful, respectful, and constructive feedback. 

Although Intensives officially end at 11:50 a.m. on Friday, January 30, one important task remains: Students write a feedback letter to 

Mrs. Gerard and Mrs. Grimes reflecting on their Intensive experience. 
 

Students consider: 

• Was the Intensive organized and structured? 

• What went well? 

• What could have been improved? 
 

Providing feedback in a professional, civil, and respectful manner is a critical life skill—one that earns respect and invites meaningful 

consideration. 
 

Needs?  Concerns? 

If you need anything, please do not hesitate to call, come in, text, or come in.  WE CARE! 
 

With Warm Regards, 

Barbara Gerard, Principal 

907-841-5704 

Barbara.Gerard@matsuk12.us  

 

Thank you to all our amazing volunteers who helped with the back 

building over the break! You ROCK! 

Our families, staff, and community rallied together in the most amazing way. Together, we rebuilt the roof, tore down damaged walls 

and old insulation, reinsulated, built new walls, hung sheetrock, installed new subflooring, mudded/taped, painted, and so much more. 

 

We truly could not have done any of this without our Academy family. Some families showed up day after day, while others were able 

to stop by for an hour or two—but every single minute mattered. Every helping hand made a difference, and we are beyond grateful for 

the time, effort, and heart poured into this project. 

Thank you for showing what community, generosity, and teamwork truly look like.          

     

mailto:Barbara.Gerard@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

 

  

 

 

    

     

    

  

     

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so glad to see everyone back after winter break! We dove right back into learning with a focus on three-digit 

subtraction in math.  
 

In language arts, Mrs. Kramer’s group is starting another exciting novel study, while Mrs. Saunders’ group is beginning a 

unit on informational text.  
 

As winter weather continues, please be sure to send your child to school with all snow gear each day so they can enjoy 

recess safely. It’s been a happy, energetic start to the new year, and we’re excited for all the learning ahead! 
 

Mrs. Saunders and Mrs. Kramer   

Erin.Saunders@matsuk12.us      Kimberly.Kramer@matsuk12.us 

      

 

Kindergarten read stories about 

snow and snowmen this 

week.  Our class made book 

collection got a new book as 

students finished the sentence: 

My snowman _____.  We hope to 

have enough class made books 

that each student may have one 

at the end of the year.  This week we began our Spalding 

Spelling Notebooks.  Each week we will add words that are 

the most common in the English language. Our new 

phonograms are EA, NG, AU and AW.  We looked up a 

snowman activity on the website Starfall.com.  The original 

site was funded by a grant, so parts of the site will always be 

free.  Later optional portions require a membership.  I 

encourage you to let you child explore the free parts of the 

site.   
 

During our math block we began learning about 

coins.  There are four coins we need to practice in 

kindergarten: penny, nickel, dime and quarter.  We will also 

be working on the values for those coins over the next 

couple of weeks.  Any practice you can provide would be 

greatly appreciated.   
 

Have a super weekend!  Reach out anytime:-) 
 

Mrs. Berg      

Verona.Berg@matsuk12.us  

Grimes Gambit 
Language Arts: It was a great first week back! This week, students began working on cursive lowercase and uppercase 
letters. Starting next week, all written work will be completed in cursive.  We also began Unit 5: Light and Sound in our 
Core Knowledge content. In Adventures in Light and Sound, students read about what light is, how shadows are formed, 
and how mirrors create reflections. The class had a blast experimenting with flashlights and testing different materials to 
see how light behaves. 
 

Math: In Math, we focused on mastering the 6's for multiplication and division. The students are becoming increasingly 
fluent with their multiplication and division facts. Please continue reviewing flashcards with your student to reinforce 
their learning. 
 

Upcoming Events:  
January 14th - Aladdin Jr. Play at the Glenn Massay Auditorium 
January 15th - Mercado  

 

As always, if you have any questions or concerns, feel free to email me at austin.grimes@matsuk12.us. 
 
Mrs. Grimes   Austin.Grimes@matsuk12.us  

 
Welcome back!  Holy cow - your kiddos blossomed over break, and we 

have not skipped a beat by jumping right in where we left off last year! 
 

We have talked a lot about becoming VORACIOUS readers … 

“gobbling” up books as much as they can.  Most students have 

ownership of our reading strategies for accuracy, but we are moving 

into fluency.  Practice is the number one way to be able to read like we 

talk, and when they can do that, their comprehension will naturally go 

up too.   
 

Our Core Knowledge story this week was “The Hole in the Dike,” and 

we have entered into our work on fluency with Gerald and Piggie 

books! 
 

In math, we have been challenging students to balance equations that 

have both addition and subtraction number sentences, requiring lots of 

focus and flexibility.  They all did great!  
 

CHECK OUT FACEBOOK MONDAY AFTERNOON for a signup to be a 

Friday helper second semester.  
 

Contact us anytime! 
 

Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. Drummond 

Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us   Jessica.Drummond@matsuk12.us  
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Nielsen’s News: 

ELA- 

• We have started our unit on the 

American Revolution. Students will be 

reading nonfiction and fiction about the 

American Revolution. This week we 

discussed the causes leading up to the 

war and some of the events building up 

to a war.  

• Grammar this week was compound 

sentences. 

• Writing- students are writing text 

evidence that will support their cause-

and-effect essays. 

 

PLEASE have your child read OUT LOUD every 

day. Though they are tackling challenging books, 

they are often inventing pronunciations of 

challenging words incorrectly. Thank you! 

 

Math- We are on to FRACTIONS! This week we 

covered modeling fractions, equivalent fraction 

and making equivalent fractions. Our fluency 

practice has moved over to doing quick tables 

on ALEKS. Feel free to have your child show you 

their progress on the app. 

 

Homework is continuing as usual (sorry it didn’t 

come home till Tuesday). 

 

Mrs. Nielsen   

Laurie.Nielsen@matsuk12.us  

 

Benbow’s Buzz 

Please make sure that your student is bringing a water bottle and full outdoor 
gear to school each and every day. Remember that we have two days a week, 
Tuesday and Thursday, when fourth grade is outside for a full hour. I would 
also like to suggest that a second pair of gloves is in backpacks just in case the 
first pair gets wet during short recess between language arts and math.  
 
Language Arts - This week we jumped right back into our routine with Spalding 
lessons, spelling homework, reading assignments and discussions. We began 
the American Revolution unit, covering the background and causes leading up 
to the war. As part of this unit, we are reading Johhny Tremain! Because these 
chapters are longer and include higher level vocabulary, we will be taking two 
nights per chapter as we read and prepare for discussions. Students are 
expected to complete the assigned reading and be prepared for discussions 
the next day. This should help with the minimum daily requirement of reading 
for at least 30 minutes every day for all fourth graders! We will continue to 
practice sentence writing every morning, which consists of identifying and 
correcting fragments and run-on sentences, as well as unscrambling sentences 
and writing all four sentence types. Additionally, we added Daily Language 
Review, which focuses on grammar and parts of speech.  
 
Math - We began our fractions unit this week! After entering key terms and 
different ways to represent fractions in our math notebooks, we reviewed 
factors and multiples while learning how to find Least Common Multiples and 
Greatest Common Factors. This will help us as we work through finding 
equivalent fractions and then simplifying fractions.  Automatic recall is vital to 
success in fourth grade math, especially as we enter our next unit, division. 
Although we will continue to practice them every day in class, I do ask that you 
to make sure that your child finds time at home to practice as well. Just a few 
minutes a day can make such a difference. 
 
Please reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns!  
cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

The Glanville Weekly 

Language Arts: The students came back from break ready to work! We started Unit 5, exploring 
light and sound. This is one of my favorite units because the students participate in many hands-on 
activities, making predictions, observations, and conclusions through experiments. We studied light 
this week. 

Next week, students will begin writing exclusively in cursive, so we also spent time reviewing cursive letters. A list for 
a 15-word spelling test will be coming home; the test will be next Thursday, the 15th. We will return to our normal 30-
word test on Friday, the 23rd. Thank you for taking the time each night to help students study their words and any 
corresponding spelling rules. 

Math: We jumped straight back into mastering our multiplication and division facts! We finished the 8s this week, and 
next week we will work on the 6s. Students also continued taking their 5-minute timed fact tests and worked on 
topics to fill their ALEKS pie slices. 

Mrs. Glanville  Megan.Glanville@matsuk12.us  
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Schumacher Math 
My math students worked on a comprehensive knowledge 

check, a fact fluency retention assessment, fractions, 

decimals, and/or percents this week.  Thank you to Mrs. 

Manly and Mrs. Sturgis for working with my students.   

 

Mr. Schumacher   Jared.Schumacher@matsuk12.us  

 

The Manley Minute: 
Mercado is next week! We rely on parent support to make 

this event a success. If you can bring in butter, oil, or eggs, 

please sign up on the SignUp Genius! All supplies need to 

be to the school by Wednesday.  

 

Language Arts:  We have officially begun reading The Secret 

Garden, and students are already captivated by the story. 

The vivid vocabulary has encouraged students to become 

dictionary detectives to uncover the correct meaning of 

words; the class has taken it a step farther as they’ve 

challenged each other to use vocabulary words in everyday 

conversation as well. Mary’s journey and uncover the 

mysteries surrounding the garden. The highlight of the 

week was reading chapter 7 when Mary discovered the key 

to (what she believes is) the secret garden! Students were 

buzzing with predictions, and our Harkness discussion was 

very enthusiastic.  

 

In spelling, we added 30 new words to our Spalding 

notebooks and took our spelling test on Friday. Students 

are also practicing constructing meaningful sentences with 

their spelling words, making sure to include enough detail 

so the reader can clearly understand each word’s meaning. 

 

Math: This week in math we reviewed decimal operations. 

We paused and spent a little extra time dividing decimals 

and dividing by powers of ten. We practiced using place 

value to understand how and why the decimal point moves, 

rather than simply memorizing rules. 

 

In class, we continue to work on multiplication and division 

quick tables and increasing ALEKS topics. Our class goal is to 

have everyone complete their 5th grade ALEKS pie. I know 

they can do it! Thank you for your support from home.  

 

Mrs. Manley    

Patsy.Manley@matsuk12.us    

Sturgis Super Students! 
Language Arts- We have started the year off with a review of 

phonograms, both oral and written. In place of a spelling test this 

week, the students will have a Written Phonogram Test on Friday. 

They have received words for their next spelling test, which will be on 

Wednesday, January 14th.  

 

Our first unit of the year is the Renaissance. After our trip to the 

DaVinci exhibit in the fall, I am looking forward to seeing the students 

relate that experience to what we will be learning in this unit.  

 

Along with the Renaissance unit, I will be reading out loud one of our 

Core Knowledge books, Escape from Slavery, The Boyhood of Frederick 

Douglass in His Own Words.  Due to the subject matter and time 

period of this story, there are some words used that are not 

appropriate for use today. I will use substitute words when those come 

up in the text. This story has always proved to be very moving as 

students are both saddened by how Frederick Douglass was treated 

and inspired by his determination to become free.  

 

Math- The class has come back ready to speed forward in our math 

curriculum. This week we are reviewing LCM and GCF and using those 

add and subtract unlike fractions, then simplify the answer. As quickly 

as we are moving, I suspect we will be able to take a test on adding 

and subtracting fractions next week. 

 

Mrs. Sturgis    

Sabra.Sturgis@matsuk12.us      

 

4th-8th Grade Outdoor Fitness 

 

I'm sure most of our fitness students appreciated the new snow, if 

not the cold, for outdoor fitness.  Make sure your child remembers 

their boots, gloves, and other winter gear, but I'll try to bring some 

warmth on Friday. 
 

Thank you to Mrs. Gerard, Mrs. Grimes, and Mrs. Nichols and all the 

parent volunteers for saving the day and working so hard on the 

back building!   
 

Enjoy your weekend and think snow! 
 

Mr. Schumacher   Jared.Schumacher@matsuk12.us     

Mrs. Molly   Molly.Nichols@matsuk12.us  
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The art room has been full of color and 

creativity!  

Kindergarten artists are learning 

about warm and cool colors and created 

beautiful collages that show how colors can 

feel different.  

First grade explored the difference 

between geometric and organic shapes by 

making a brightly colored geometric robot 

decorated with gems, followed by an 

organic shape collage inspired by Reggie 

Laurent.  

Second grade worked with chalk to create 

stunning owl drawings and also built 

a symmetrical paper sculpture—both 

projects turned out absolutely amazing.  

We are so proud of our young artists and 

their imaginative work! 

Mrs. Glanville and Mrs. Saunders 

 

Third grade is doing stop motion animation. 
They are eager to do editing next week. 
Stay tuned for links to their videos! 
 
Fourth grade is working on a poetry project 
that we hope to save and share with you at 
exit interviews. 
 
Fifth grade has begun their States research 
projects. They are pulling together all their 
learning on slides, research, and building 
bibliographies. They will be presenting 
these in the next round of labs with me. 

 
Mrs. Nielsen 

 

 

 

Español with Señorita 
Catarina 

Third, Fourth and Fifth graders learned 
about how Three Kings Day is celebrated in 
Spain and Mexico. We were surprised to 
find that the Three Kings had visited our 
classroom and left treats in our shoes 
during the lesson! 

  Fifth graders are working extremely hard 
on their global community service project- 
the Mercado.  This year our mercado 
benefits La Puerta Abierta in Guatemala. 
The Puerta Abierta is a vibrant learning 
center for students of all ages with a focus 
on meaningful education and literacy 
outreach in Santiago Atitlan, 
Guatemala.  They offer creative teaching 
practices that awaken a love for learning 
and exploration in their students and 
teachers.  

Our students have chosen to focus their 
contribution on the construction of their 
new pre-school. They have been 
painstakingly creating their own crafts and 
games all year. As well as researching and 
writing papers and giving impassioned 
speeches so our school community is 
aware of this need.  We are looking 
forward to a day of excitement, kindness 
and service towards others! 

 

Kindergarten - Exploring and Moving to 

America - Christopher Columbus and the 

Pilgrims. 

1st grade - 13 Colonies to Independence - 

Boston Tea Party. 

2nd grade - War of 1812 - causes. 

Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. Drummond 

 

 

Welcome back from winter break! We 
have enjoyed seeing the littles again in 
science this week, diving into physical 
science units.  

With the kindergarteners, we are 
building pinball machine models in our 
Pushes and Pulls unit to explore the 
concept of force.  

The first graders have begun a unit on 
Simple Machines, and they thoroughly 
delighted in levers (among other 
things: catapulting pompoms) and 
pulleys (rigged to the ceiling of the 
lab).  

Second grade began our Electricity and 
Magnetism unit with an exploration of 
static electricity. So much laughter and 
interest with balloons sticking to hair 
and lifting pepper and paper with 
staticky tools. Until next week, stay 
warm! 

Ms. Heppner & Mr. Farring 
Natalie.Heppner@matsuk12.us 

Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us  

  
 

We are enjoying having 3rd, 4th and 
5th graders in writing lab for this week 
and the next. This week all classes 
went over parts of speech and worked 
on a narrative based on a prompt. 

Mrs. Sturgis 

This week, 3rd-, 4th-, and 5th-graders 
were asked to write a story using a 
picture as a prompt.  They were to 
write a realistic story to tell the place, 
thoughts, and outcome of the picture.  

Mrs. Kile 

 

K-5 Lab Classes 

mailto:Natalie.Heppner@matsuk12.us
mailto:Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us


  

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

Middle School Spanish 
 
Sixth graders are getting back into the routine and expectations of Spanish class.  We are reviewing days of the week and seasons. Some 

of our longtime students were able to remember the Days of the week song from our primary years. 

 

Seventh graders are learning parts of the house and practicing a bit more with the verb TENER before moving on to learn about 

possessive adjectives.    

 

Both eighth grade Spanish classes have been reviewing numbers and learning about Holiday traditions and the longer Holiday season in 

Spanish speaking countries. The eighth-grade class is working with IR verbs, and the Spanish 1 class is continuing on with Boot Verbs and 

working with E-IE verbs. 

 

Señorita  Cady.Agoff@matsuk12.us 

 

Welcome back from winter break! This week in 6th grade math we picked right back up with negative numbers, 

absolute value, and comparing/ordering integers. My students' brains quickly woke up after hibernating over the 

break, and they worked hard.  

 

Next week we will hopefully be able to finish out this chapter, working through calculating terminating and repeating 

decimals from fractions, comparing and ordering those decimals, and graphing on the coordinate plane. Don't forget 

that there is homework Monday through Thursday (unless we have an assessment), and there are 3 ALEKS topics due 

for every school day by the end of the week.  

 

Until next time, stay warm! 

Mrs. Heppner   Natalie.Heppner@matsuk12.us  

 

In Language Arts, students are building their reading and writing skills by learning how to decipher, 

summarize, and analyze informational texts, all while exploring our exciting new theme — the 

Revolutionary War. They are practicing pulling key ideas from more complex educational texts and 

explaining them clearly in their own words. 

 

In Math, we are launching into our Geometry Unit with engaging, hands-on learning! One of our first 

projects has students acting as designers as they begin creating their own school, applying geometric 

concepts such as area, perimeter, and shapes in a creative and meaningful way. 

 

In Social Studies, students are delving deeper into an in-depth study of the American Revolution, examining its causes, key events, and 

the perspectives that shaped the birth of our nation. Thoughtful discussions and historical thinking are already underway! 

 

As always, please reach out with any questions — and thank you for your continued support of our classroom learning! 

 

Mr. Chadwell and Mrs. Zerkel  Jordan.Chadwell@matsuk12.us  Katherine.Zerkel@matsuk12.us  
 

 
 

We kicked off the new year by exploring the topic of matter. Students reviewed what matter 

is, identified the different phases, and learned how matter can change from one phase to 

another.  

Everyone did an excellent job jumping back into classroom routines by staying focused, 

participating in discussions, and completing assignments and homework on time. It’s been a 

strong start to the year, let’s keep up the great work! 

Mrs. Strohmeyer  Cynthia.Strohmeyer@matsuk12.us  
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"New year—a new chapter, new verse, or just the same old story? 
Ultimately, we write it. The choice is ours.” – Alex Morritt 

I hope you all enjoyed the winter break and time with family and 
friends over the holidays. It’s hard to believe that the year is halfway 
done! 

This week in English, students resumed skill-building with our daily 
language review, daily paragraph editing, and daily reading 
comprehension passages, working with character, setting, and theme. 
They demonstrated their spelling and meaning knowledge of 
vocabulary with the root “bio” and were assigned 10 more words with 
the roots “viv, vit.” We continued reading All Quiet on the Western 
Front (Chapters 5 & 6). Students demonstrated comprehension 
through T/F, discussion, and multiple-choice questions. We also 
reviewed what symbolism is, why writers use it, and identified its use 
and effect within the novel. Students also wrote about self-
responsibility for this week’s writing entry. 

In Math, students continued working in Chapter 2. They learned, 
practiced, and were assessed on the concepts of Lessons 5 (Percent of 
Change), 6 (Sales Tax, Tips, and Markup, and 7 (Discount). Students 
started Lesson 8 (Simple Interest). Students began their review of the 
chapter, ensured vocabulary and notes (examples) were entered in 
their notebooks, and worked in ALEKS. The summative assessments for 
Chapter 2 will be next Thursday. Please encourage your child to 
support Chapter 2’s content in ALEKS by working in the “Percents” pie. 
What students are introduced to and practice at home will enhance 
understanding in class. Remember, students are expected to 
complete at least ten topics each week. 

Students in History resumed practicing using an atlas to answer various 
world geography questions and continued learning about WWI. 
Students learned about the Zimmerman telegram (forcing America to 
enter the war), military conscription (draft), the Battle of Jutland, the 
three Battles of Ypres, reviewed and analyzed propaganda of WWI, and 
Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points. Students also watched an episode 
of student-friendly news, catching up on current events. 

Together, this will be a great 7th-grade year! 

Ms. Twohy      
Tuesday.Twohy@matsuk12.us  

Wrights Winners!  

Wright 7th LA: Students began a short story unit this 

week. They took notes on elements of fiction, 

summarized scenes, labeled plot diagrams and read two 

Gothic short stories: Masque of the Red Death by Edgar 

Allan Poe, and The Monkey's Paw by WW Jacobs. They 

discussed Monkey's Paw for their first Harkness table. 

They used plot diagrams to create quote sheets, which 

prepared them for their short story-to-screenplay 

adaptation project, the Gothic Radio Hour. They also 

studied adverbs in grammar and took a vocab quiz on 

unit terms.  

 

Wright. 7th math: The class finished Chapter 7's focus on 

operations with algebraic expressions this week. They 

reviewed all concepts Thursday and tested today. Ten 

ALEKS topics are due each Monday.  

 

Wright 7th history: This week kicked off the Roaring 20s. 

Students took notes on the major events of 1919-1920, 

including Prohibition, the 19th amendment and Spanish 

'flu. Their Harkness discussion analyzed Susan B. 

Anthony's speech after she was arrested for voting in the 

1872 election. They also read about and took notes on 

the impact of WW1 on the US economy. They chose a 

suffragette to research and write a rough draft script for 

their suffrage podcast project.  

 

All hand-outs and homework are on Google  

Classroom or ConnectEd. Have a great  

weekend! 

 

Mrs. Wright  Melodie.Wright@matsuk12.us 

 

What do BaCON, CuTe, and GeNiUS all have in common?  They can be written using the symbols from the Periodic 

Table of Elements!   

 

We are starting Science this semester with an overview of Physical Science.  The first assignment is for students to 

learn the first 36 elements and their symbols.  Our first quiz was on Thursday, and 3 students have already 

memorized those elements!  

 

Throughout the next few weeks, students will learn about the parts of an atom, how to draw a simplified Bohr 

model of any element, and how to tell if changes to substances are chemical or physical.  Get out those flashcards 

and practice those symbols! 

 

Mrs. Dunham  Susan.Dunham@matsuk12.us  
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Happy 2026! ItΩs hard to believe we are already in the 2nd semester.  Things are already getting so 
very busy but that is a great thing!  
 
My math class has spent some time reviewing our multi-step equations material that we were 
working on prior to the break. This integral topic combines everything weΩve learned thus far by 
applying it to these larger equations.  It is imperative that the students have this material down to 
be successful in their future math endeavors.  Please keep in mind, the students' ALEKS is always 
available to them at home and even 20 minutes at a time does wonder to keep math skills sharp. 
 
The English I students launched into our Heroes, Myths and Legends unit and we will begin reading 
HomerΩs Odyssey next week.  Additionally we will be diving into the narrative known as the HeroΩs 

Journey and each student will be writing his/her own Hero Ωs Journey narrative this semester as well.  
 
In second semester History, we will begin with a focus  
on the history of China to include an overview of the  
dynastically structure, Chinese culture and traditions,  
and learning about the infamous Chinese dictator, Mao  
Zedong.  While Americans are often very knowledgeable  
about the likes of Hitler and Stalin, our knowledge of  
Mao is limited at best, yet he continues to sit at the top  
of numerous “Worst Dictators in World History” lists.  
 

Please also remind your child to come to school  
every single day with a coat & the necessary gear  
for our extreme Alaskan weather.  Additionally,  
students must be prepared every Monday for Outdoor  
Fitness! The students must have appropriate gear to be  
outside, or they will need to call home for those items  
to be brought to them. We can all agree it would be  
much easier if they arrive at school prepared.  
Furthermore, all students must come to school on  
Fridays prepared to change for indoor fitness.   
Thank you! 
 
Have a safe & fantastic weekend,  
 
Mrs. Molina  
Stacy.Molina@matsuk12.us     

 
We have been working hard with monomials 

and polynomials and learning how they interact 

with each other! 

  
We are having an amazing time learning about 

the process of chemical respiration at the 

cellular level and testing the chemical 

compounds in foods we eat every day! 

 
Mr. Farring   Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us 

 

>]|zj·ï« >r|¯®jÑ English 1 
This week in English I, students began our next class novel, The Good 

Earth by Pearl S. Buck. Students explored the cultural context of the novel, 

including traditions, values, and daily life in rural China. We also focused on 

character traits and how they correlate to their values and traditions.  

 

To deepen our understanding of cultural values, we read a paired 

informational passage titled “On Reverence for Parents” by Zhao Ban. This 

text allowed students to examine the importance of filial piety and respect 

within Chinese culture and compare these ideas to values presented in The 

Good Earth. Students made connections between the two texts and 

reflected on how cultural beliefs influence behavior and relationships. 

 

Mrs. Manley      

Patsy.Manley@matsuk12.us  
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