
Dual Credit Night 
2025-2026

Scan the QR Code for questions.
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Introductions
● Carrie Caruso

○ Associate Principal

● Denise Ward 
○ Lead Counselor A-Be

● College and Career Facilitator 
○ Eugenia Antoine
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Tonight’s Slides



Tonight’s Schedule
● Dual Credit Overview

● Dual Credit Courses

○ Course Specifics

● Student Responsibilities and Expectations

● Applying for Dual Credit Courses

● Testing Requirements

4



Dual Credit 
Overview
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Katy ISD and HCC are committed to 

providing successful opportunities for 

students. 
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Dual Credit is a process by which a high school student enrolls in a 

college course and receives simultaneous academic and workforce credit 

for the course from both the college and the high school.

What is Dual Credit?

Dual Credit Courses:

● Are taught by college faculty or college approved high school 

instructors meeting the same standards and requirements of 

regularly employed college faculty. 
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Dual Credit courses, which are optional courses offered as part of our 
dual credit program, involve college-level content that may explore topics 
beyond the scope of typical high school courses. It is important for 
students and parents/guardians to be aware that some of the material 
covered in these courses may not align with the policies and guidelines 
set by the school district.
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● Save money on college tuition.

● Accelerate time to degree completion.

● Build confidence.

● Access to postsecondary resources.

● Earn transferable college credits. 

 *Note: It may or may not transfer to private and out-of-state 
     institutions.

What are the benefits of Dual Credit?
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Which is a better fit for me? AP or Dual Credit?
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Houston Community College 

4.5 weighted GPA scale 

Structured similarly to actual 
college—earning an A or B earns 
college credits for Texas public 
universities 

Private and out of state universities 
may not accept credits

College Board Advanced 
Placement curriculum 

5.0 weighted GPA scale 

Preparing for AP exam 

Score of 3-5 to earn public 
university credits 

Credits dependent on university 
requirements 

Private universities may not accept 
credits

Advanced Placement Dual Credit



● By state law, HCC college-level academic credit is 

transferable to public colleges in Texas as either core 

or elective credit.

● Credit may or may not be accepted by private or 

out-of-state institutions

● Students are responsible for determining whether 

their college will accept credit in transfer. 

College Credit
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1. Core vs. Elective Credit

● Texas colleges often accept dual credit courses as core curriculum (e.g., English, Math, Science) if they align with the Texas Core 
Curriculum.

● However, not all colleges treat them the same—some may count the course as an elective instead of fulfilling a core requirement.
● Tip: Always check the college’s transfer equivalency guide or core curriculum list.

2. Out-of-State Colleges Have Different Rules

● Colleges outside Texas set their own policies for accepting dual credit.
● Some may:

○ Accept the credit as core.
○ Accept it only as elective.
○ Not accept it at all.

● Tip: Contact the admissions office of any out-of-state school their student is considering.

Helpful Tips

12



3. Research Credit Hour Limits

● Many colleges limit the number of transfer hours they accept (e.g., 24, 30, or 60 hours).
● Some universities only accept credits from regionally accredited institutions.
● Tip: Look up the college’s maximum transfer credit policy before committing to multiple dual credit courses.

4. “Do Your Homework”

● Every college has its own rules for:
○ Which courses transfer.
○ How they apply toward degree plans.

● Tip: 
○ Use college websites for transfer guides.
○ Call admissions or academic advising for confirmation.
○ Keep documentation of syllabi and course descriptions.

Helpful Tips
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Will my Dual Credit courses transfer?
Check before you sign up!

Visit: www.tccns.org
● Select Compare to schools
● Enter: Houston Community College
● Enter: Desired College/University

*Note: 
Any blanks on your selected institution = no credit transfer
Not all institutions will be listed. If your desired college is not listed, visit their 
institutional website or call the admissions office.
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College Websites
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College Websites
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● $65 per course plus additional fees per semester

○ HCC out-of-district students pay $547 for same course

○ Public University charges approximately $1, 188 for 

same course

*May be additional textbook fees 

* Additional fees for Labs (only held at HCC)

Dual Credit Costs: 3 hours courses
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Dual Credit 
Courses
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Disclaimer: Course Prerequisites are not yet finalized. Please check the Course 
Catalog in Schoolinks for up to date information about course prerequisites.
The following courses will be offered at SLHS with embedded teachers. **Pending 
number of student requests**



Courses: Core         (blue = SLHS embedded faculty)
Course Prerequisite  (SLHS Recommended/CCMR)

English Composition: 1301/1302 TSI Requirement - RW

British Literature: 2322/2323 English Composition 1301/1302

US History TSI Requirement - RW

US Government TSI Requirement - RW
*must complete state and local components online to meet grad. requirements (Canvas course)

Economics TSI Requirement - RWM

Anatomy & Physiology** TSI Requirement - RWM and English 1301 or AP Lang 
**lab is  included at SLHS 
SLHS Rec.-5th science. Can be concurrently enrolled in 4th credit  

College Algebra (Fall) &
Calculus for Business & Social Sciences 
(Spring)

TSI Requirement - M
SLHS Rec - 5th Math/Open to 12th graders who are interested in Discrete Math
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Credit may or may not be accepted by private or out-of-state institutions.  Students are 
responsible for determining whether their college will accept credit in transfer. 



Raines Academy  Dual Credit Courses
(Seniors Only)

Course-16 Hours of College Credit and Real Estate 
Licensure exam. (1 year program)(3 class periods)

Fundamentals of Real Estate- 1 credit

Business Law for Real Estate - 1 credit

Practicum In Entrepreneurship -  2 credits

After completion of the program, students will be eligible to take their Real Estate License exam. 
Students will earn a Level 1 Certification from HCC and participate in the HCC Graduation 
Ceremony. 
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Student Responsibilities 
& 

Expectations
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In all matters related to the dual credit course, 

students are held to the standards, expectations, and 

regulations of HCC.

1. Academic standards

2. Attendance requirements

3. Grading procedures

4. Discipline procedures (including appeals).

Student Expectations
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● HCC does not differentiate between unexcused and excused 
absences. 

● Katy ISD field trips, UIL absences count as absences.

● Students can be dropped for excessive absences (more than 6).
● Students are responsible for make up work.

● Classes meet 5 days per week if taught by a Katy ISD teacher 

serving as embedded HCC faculty. 

Student Expectations: Attendance Requirements
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● Progress reports and report card grades are NOT issued 

during the semester.

● Instructors will communicate with the student/parents about 

his/her course grades/absences.

● LOTE and CORE classes are exempt from UIL eligibility rules.

● Dual credit courses receive a weighted grade point of 4.5 for 

determining high school GPA.

● Katy ISD final exam exemptions are not available for HCC 

dual credit courses. 

Student Expectations: Grading Policies
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Grade Scale Conversion

Course Average HCC Grade Katy ISD 
Conversion

90-100 A 95

80-89 B 85

70-79 C 77

60-69 D 72

0-59 F 65
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● Katy ISD disciplinary infractions may impact dual credit 

attendance.

● Students may be administratively withdrawn for 

inappropriate behavior and attendance. 

Student Expectations: Discipline Policies
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Includes, but is not limited to cheating on a test, plagiarism, and 
collusion on an assignment. 

1. Possible consequence may include:

a. Receiving a grade of “0” or “F” on the assignment.

b. Failure in the course and/or recommendation for 

probation or dismissal from HCC.

2. 30-day appeal window

3. Katy ISD will honor the decision of the HCC appeals 

committee.

Student Expectations: Scholastic Dishonesty
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FERPA affords students in “attendance” at Houston Community College certain 
rights with respect to their educational records.

FERPA Waiver Form

FAQ - Can embedded teachers communicate with parents regarding grades in 
dual credit courses?

- Yes. We had the following statement evaluated by our legal team. HCC 
Vice Chancellor has also agreed that dual credit teachers (embedded and 
HCC faculty) are required to communicate with the ISDs regarding 
information about students. Parents may also be communicated with 
under these circumstances.

FERPA
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An IEP or 504 plan does not automatically apply to college courses. 

Students must meet with an ADA counselor each semester in order to 
receive accommodations at HCC. 

Dr. LaRonda Y. Ashford, Ed.D., LPC

Tel. 713/718-5408
Fax: 713/718-7990
laronda.ashford@hccs.edu
Katy Campus - Counseling Office Rm 130.32 (First Floor)
22910 Colonial Parkway
Katy, Texas 77493

SPED/504 Accommodation
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Becoming a 
Dual Credit Student
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 NEW STUDENTS

1. Meet with the counselor during their English classes and complete course selection. 
2. Counselors will review grades, attendance, tardies and advise students. If you are approved, 

your counselor will let you know which courses to add to the Interest Form. Courses must 
match.

3. Apply through applytexas.org (receive your HCC ID#)
4. Fill out required HCC paperwork: DUAL CREDIT RESIDENCY CHANGE FORM and TUITION 

WAIVER APPROVAL FORM (digital).
5. Register to take the TSI assessment, if needed. (START NOW)

6. Complete Dual Credit Interest Form

7. Read your emails from HCC. Pay your bill on time at the start of the semester.

● Open Lab - January 28, 2026

Deadline: February 27th

Becoming a Dual Credit Student
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Step 1: Apply through applytexas
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● Returning Students
● Meet with the counselor during their English classes and complete course selection. 
● Counselors will review grades, attendance, tardies and advise students. If you are approved, 

your counselor will let you know which courses to add to the Interest Form. Courses must 
match.

● Once courses are finalized with the counselor and entered into Schoolinks, these 
courses will be final.

● Additionally, if a course that is chosen does not make due to enrollment, one of the 
alternate courses listed during course selection will be chosen.

● Students will not be allowed to choose another dual credit course in its place due to 
dual credit timelines. 

● Complete the Dual Credit Interest Form.

● Register to take the TSI assessment, if needed.

■ Deadline: February 27th

Becoming a Dual Credit Student
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Becoming a Dual Credit Student
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Summer Dual Credit (at HCC)

1. Meet with Counselor for prior approval.

2. Register to take the TSI assessment, if needed.

3. Self- enroll and complete forms; register directly with HCC

4. Once course has been completed, you need to request the HCC transcript AND submit to Seven 
Lakes High School. (Credit awarded will be based on SLHS criteria)

*Additional information forthcoming!

Becoming a Dual Credit Student
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Example Forms: 
Residency Change Form
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Example Forms: (digital)
DC Waiver Approval Form
                    39

DL_DualCreditSLHS@katyisd.org



Example Forms: 

Meningitis Verification 
Form

The Meningitis Verification Form must be 
submitted if a student is taking a course on 
the HCC campus or if taking an online course 
with an HCC instructor. 

***Intended for Dual Credit 
Face to Face classes at HCC***
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Testing 
requirements
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TSI Requirements for Dual Credit Courses
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SLHS TSI Assessment Schedule and Process

      Taking the TSI for the first time?

*Register for the TSI-all students need to register and take the TSIA 2. 

*Complete the pre-assessment activity (one time only)

*Download the certificate of completion

*Register to retake if needed 
(canvas course completion required before re-taking)
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SLHS TSI Assessment Schedule and Process

     DATES:

                     

**Testing must be completed before February 27th. 
Sign up TODAY! Spots will likely fill up.
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January 16, 2026 7:15 - 10:15               
January 29, 2026 2:45 - 5:45                
February 5, 2026 7:15 - 10:15             February 
12, 2026 7:15 - 10:15                            
February 19, 2026 7:15 - 10:15                 
February 26, 2026 7:15 - 10:15                 
March 19, 2026 7:15 - 10:15                                 
March 26, 2026 2:45 - 5:45                                                        
April 10, 2026 7:15 - 10:15                           
April 24, 2026 2:45 - 5:45                             
May 1, 2026 7:15 - 10:15 

Sign up in Schoolinks                                                               Lab 
1633 



Register in SchooLinks
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SchooLinks Events
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**IMPORTANT**

Students will NOT be enrolled in a dual credit course 
until ALL paperwork has been uploaded to the 
respective QR code and TSI scores are met (if 

applicable). 

Students who are not successful on TSIA- will need to meet with their counselor 
and sign a course waiver form. This will only be offered AFTER the TSIA has been 

attempted at least two times. Keep in mind that this is a requirement for an 
Abbreviated Day or IDR.
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Students who do not meet this timeline will be placed in the Katy ISD academic equivalent course. 

Important Dates!
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Canvas Course
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Questions about Dual Credit?

Paperwork & TSI Testing General Questions

College & Career Facilitator 

and Campus Counselor

Mrs. Carrie Caruso

Associate Principal
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Scan the QR Code for questions

Thank you for coming!
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