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Senior 
Schedules

Course Catalog

•https://hs.whiteplainspublicschools.org/guidance1/wphs-
course-catalog

Select appropriately challenging courses

Colleges look at senior year courses and first 
semester grades
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SAT/ACT

 SAT www.collegeboard.org  

 ACT www.actstudent.org

 Test Preparation
 Khan Academy

https://www.khanacademy.org
/digital-sat

 ACT Student
 https://tinyurl.com/4jwvx723

 SAT vs ACT
 SAT is a critical reasoning test

 ACT is a content-based test
 https://blog.prepscholar.com/act-vs-sat
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Researching 
Colleges

•Students received registration information through school email
•College research platform for students and parents
•Tool counselors use to send application materials
•Initial college lists created on Scoir during Junior Meeting

Scoir

•Southern Westchester College Fair at County Center: 4/29, 6:00 to 
8:30 PM

•Manhattanville College Fair: During school day - TBD

College Fairs

•Over 130 colleges come to visit WPHS during the school day in the Fall
•Students sign up for these visits through Scoir

College Visits at WPHS

•Students and families can sign up for college visit opportunities via 
college websites

•Students and families can visit colleges virtually and in person

Visit College Campuses

•https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
•Another college research tool run by the College Board
•Scholarship opportunities available for students who use Big Future

Big Future

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/


What to Look 
For In A 
College

Program

Location

Atmosphere

Activities

Cost

Anything important to you is 
important in choosing a college



Applying to 
Colleges

• www.commonapp.org

Common Application

• http://www2.cuny.edu/admissions/apply-
to-cuny/

CUNY Application

• https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-
suny/

SUNY Application

• http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/

Coalition Application

• Find application on university/college 
website

University/College Application
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When Do 
you apply?



What is 
SCOIR?

Central hub for college planning 
and applications

Connects students, families, and 
school counselors

A college and career readiness 
platform used at White Plains 

High School



Why White Plains High School 
Uses SCOIR

Keeps the college 
process organized and 

transparent

Strengthens 
communication among 
students, families, and 

counselors

Tracks progress, 
documents, and 

important deadlines



Student 
Features

College search, 
comparison, and fit tools

Career and interest 
exploration

Application tracking and 
deadline reminders



Counselor Support at White 
Plains High School

Counselors monitor student progress in 
SCOIR

Manages transcripts, school forms, and 
recommendations

Ensures application materials are sent on 
time



How Parents Use SCOIR

View your student’s 
college list and 
application status & 
make suggestions

1
See important 
updates and 
deadlines

2
Support planning 
conversations at 
home

3



College 
Applications 

in SCOIR

Supports Common 
Application and direct-to-
college applications

Keeps all deadlines in one 
place

Helps ensure required 
school materials are 
submitted



Parent 
Account 

Setup

Parents receive an email 
invitation from SCOIR

Accounts are linked 
directly to your White 
Plains HS student

Parent access is view-
only to promote student 
independence



How Parents Can Help

Encourage students to check SCOIR regularlyEncourage

Discuss college fit: academic, social, and financial 
factorsDiscuss

Contact the White Plains High School Counseling 
Office with questionsContact



Paying for 
College

WPHS Financial Aid Night
• 2026 date is to be determined
• Typically held in Oct/Nov

FAFSA
• www.fafsa.ed.gov

New York State TAP
• https://www.tap.hesc.ny.gov/totw

CSS Profile
• www.collegeboard.org/profile

College Cost Estimation Tools
• Net Price Calculator

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://www.tap.hesc.ny.gov/totw
https://www.tap.hesc.ny.gov/totw
http://www.collegeboard.org/profile
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Paying for 
College

FAFSA - 2027/28

Application 
opens October 
1, 2026

• Report 2025 tax 
information



Next Steps

Student registers and 
takes standardized 
tests (SAT/ACT)

Student and family schedule 
Junior Meeting with counselor

Student completes Junior 
College Planning Survey on 
SCOIR

Student and family research 
colleges and plan visits for 
school breaks 



Next 
Steps

  FEBRUARY THROUGH MARCH
 Student schedules and attends 

Program Planning meeting with 
counselor

 Student completes Program 
Planning Survey

 Student and family continue to 
research colleges 



Next 
Steps

 MARCH – MAY
 Parent/Guardian completes and 

submits Brag Letter to counselor
 English: Parent Brag Letter

 Spanish: Parent Brag Letter (Spanish)

 Student requests letters of 
recommendation from two teachers 
and adds them on SCOIR

 Student explores summer 
opportunities
 Job/Internship

 Volunteer positions

 College/Education courses

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1664882205/whiteplainspublicschoolsorg/bjikek0jnh08uuqfa82d/Parentbragletterclassof2019.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/mrc3uj5s


Questions & Support

White Plains High 
School Counseling 
Department

SCOIR Help Center 
available online

We are here to 
support you and 
your student

February 5th – WPHS Program Planning Night 6:30 pm
March 26th – WPHS College Panel Night 6:30 pm
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