January 23, 2026

Principal’s Perspectives

Good Afternoon, Shamrock Families! ‘Q
| hope this message finds you well. Although the week was a short
one, it was also very busy here at Shamrock!
Classroom Valentine parties will be coming up soon, and we are
looking forward to celebrating with our students. Due to parking
limitations and student allergy concerns, a few changes have been
made. Please carefully review the updated guidelines below:
¢ Valentine Cards: Students may bring Valentine cards, but they must include one for every
student in their class.
* Parent Attendance: Because of limited parking, only two parents per classroom will be
permitted to attend the Valentine’s party.
e A gravel parking area at the front of the building will be reserved for teachers and staff.

¢ Unfortunately, we do not have sufficient parking to accommodate larger gatherings.
¢ No Food or Candy:

e Candy or food items may not be distributed during Valentine parties.

o If your child would like to include something along with a Valentine card, items such as
pencils, stickers, or similar non-food items are always welcome.

e Parents organizing classroom parties should also plan celebrations without food or
candy. This helps minimize allergy risks—especially on the bus—and reduces the spread
of illness currently going around.

We appreciate your understanding and cooperation as we work to keep all students safe and
healthy.

% Outdoor Recess & Winter Clothing



https://sse.wws.k12.in.us/

The forecast for next week is calling for bitter cold temperatures, with some days falling below
zero. Please continue to ensure your child is properly dressed for the weather each day. Students
will go outside for recess when the temperature or wind chill is 15 degrees or above. To stay
comfortable, students should have:

e A coat

e Gloves

e A hat

e A scarf (if needed)
Thank you for helping us keep our students warm and ready to enjoy their outdoor time.

We appreciate your continued support of Shamrock Springs Elementary. Have a wonderful and safe
weekend!

Robb Hedges
Principal
hedgesr@wws.k12.in.us

| need all of these items to play in the snow at school!

iNecesito todos estos articules para jugar en la nieve en la escuela!
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Attendance



mailto:hedgesr@wws.k12.in.us

Traveling for a family event?

If your child will be out for an elective absence—such as a

Matters vacation or sports event—those absences are considered Excused
if:

e Your child has fewer than 7 total absences, and

\

.se= Attendance

¢ You notify our office at least 2 days in advance.

If you have any questions about your child's attendance, please reach out to Teresa Stephens by
email at stephenst@wws.k12.in.us.

Download

Understanding Attendance.pdf
54.3 KB

Nurse's Notes

Dear Parents,

Flu & flu-like illnesses are very high across the state. If your child is NURS[ NOT[S
sick, please keep them home. These are what we are seeing: fever,

chills, body aches, fatigue, headache, sore throat, persistent cough,

and some vomiting or diarrhea. Children with fevers, vomiting, and

diarrhea should unquestionably stay home a full day after the last

episode. This should guide you in questions regarding illness, when to stay home and when your
child can return.

Here is a link for review/reference:

When to stay home from school

Thank you for your attention to this and for doing your part in keeping us all healthy this year.
-Nurse Lisa
Lisa Morgan, BSN-RN

SSES Nurse
morganl@wws.k12.in.us

317-867-7400 (ext. 20005)

Enrolling forthe 26-27 SchoolYear - Virginia F. Wood Early
Learning Center
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Now Enrolling for the 26-27 School Year
Preschool (3 year olds) and All Aboard Pre-K (4 year olds)

Virginia F. Wood Early Learning Center
Enrollment Period: January 8- February 5
Visit our website for more information and to
create an EZ ChildTrack account to register
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SCAN ME

Contact us with questions
mychilde@wws.k12.in.us 317-896-4800 option 3

Dismissal Changes

_ - . The safety of the children is always our top priority and we am
@ """"" ' L § always looking for ways to improve our processes to make sure
D]SM‘SSAL\ that everyone is safe. One of the areas that we have been

l3 \ reviewing is our pick-up and dismissal procedures, and this is

where we need your help. Every time your child has a change in
dismissal, we (the office) must be notified. You may do this by:

TIME!

1. Calling the office directly up until 1:30 PM each day. Please do not leave dismissal changes on
the attendance line. If your child attends BAC, don't forget to notify them, too.

2. Using Talking Points to text the office and your child's teacher.

3. Sending a note to your child’s teacher and to the office with the dismissal changes.

4. Emailing the office staff at:

stephenst@wws.k12.in.us
grayc@wws.k12.in.us

Please also email Office Staff about any elective absences as soon as possible, such as vacation,
sports events or performances. If we are notified 2 days in advance, those absences are Excused
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if your child does not have more than 7 Total absences. We appreciate your partnership!

Sign up to Have Lunch with yourStudent

Sign up to have lunch with your student here

LITERACY
NIGHT

HELPING FAMILIES
BUILD STRONG
READERS AT HOME
‘mia FEBRUARY 5TH, 2026

m 06:30 PM - 07:30 PM Easy ways to help your child 4

with reading at home
About Our Event!

Join us for a Multilingual Family Night!
Families will learn simple, fun ways to
support elementary literacy at home using
English and their home language. Through ~ Free online books and literacy 4

Fun language games families
can play together

hands-on activities and shared resources, resources
we'll explore reading strategies, language

games, and free digital tools—celebrating Take-home materials to use 4
multilingualism as a strength. Families will right away

leave with practical ideas and take-home
materials to use right away.

Contact us wwsmlsupport
wwsmlsupport@wws.K12.in.us



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A044CA8AD2DA4FD0-58802637-shamrock#/

LENGUAJE Y
ALFABETIZACION

AYUDANDO A LAS
FAMILIAS A FORMAR
LECTORES FUERTES EN

CASA INFORMACION
LA FEBRUARY 5TH, 2026

m 06:30 PM - 07:30 PM Formas sencillas de ayudar asu

hijo con la lectura en casa
jAcerca de nuestro evento!

Juegos divertidos de lenguaje

iAcompdnienos a una Noche Familiar Multilingte! que las familias pueden jugar
Las familias aprenderdn maneras simples y juntas
divertidas como apoyar la alfabetizacién en la
escuela primaria y en casa, usando el inglés y su Libros en linea gratuitos y €
idioma natal. A través de actividades prdcticas y recursos de alfabetizacion

recursos compartidos, exploraremos estrategias de
lectura, juegos de lenguaje y herramientas digitales Materiales para llevar a casay €
gratuitas, celebrando el multilingliismo como una usar de inmediato
fortaleza. Las familias se llevardn ideas prdcticas y
materiales para usar de inmediato.

Contactanos wwsmlsupport
wwsmlsupport@wws.k12.in.us

WHS Cheerleading Kids Night




THE WHS WINTER CHEERLEADERS AND COACHING STAFF ARE
INVITING YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR 2026 KIDS NIGHT!

T Night 1: Wednesday January 28%
g g o| Westfield High School - MPIF

4:30-6:00 PM Enter at Door ¢

0-0-0 Night 2: Friday January 30"
ooo
g gg 0| Westfield High School - MPIF
6:30 PM Enter at Door 9
. ’ Sc'.fm the QR Code to Register :

WESTFIELDWINTERCHEER@GMAIL.COM

PTO News!
Upcoming Events
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6:30PM

PTO Meeting [ T"vie Night Ticket

Sales Open

19 23

Movie Night Movie Night
NO SCHOOL Kindergarten & 20 39 & 4
¥ Grade Crade

Movie Night




FREE EVENT
MUST register through Membership Toolkit

6:00 - 8:00 PM AT SHAMROCK SPRINGS

Kindergarten & 1t Grade 2m 3 4" Grade

" DOG GONE
TROUBLE

Includes 2 slices of Pizza, Small Popcorn,

Concession Tickets & Bottie of Water
Availabl.e fOI‘ $10 Purchase ticket through Toolkit

separate from registration

To register click here.

Trivia Night



https://shamrockspringspto.membershiptoolkit.com/
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TRIVIA
&3 NIGHT
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Save the Date

March 6™ at 6:30pm | The Palomino Ballroom

Ticket sales open

|
criday, January 16th @ N

To register click here.

Staff Lounge Snack Sign-up
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Weekend Back Sacks
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 WEEKEND BACK SACKS ’

Dear Parents/Guardians,

We are happy to announce that we will continue to offer food support again this year for families
who can benefit from this assistance with the Back Sacks Program! Through this program, our
goal is to help feed our kiddos on the weekends when school breakfast and lunch is not available.
We are so thankful to Open Doors of Westfield and Merciful HELP in Carmel for helping make this
happen.

At the end of each week, your child will receive a small sack of food in his or her backpack. The
sack will have two small breakfast meals, two small lunch meals, as well as a couple of snacks
and drinks. All foods are shelf-stable, which means they do not need to be refrigerated. Examples
of items are cereal, granola bars, macaroni and cheese, spaghettios, dried fruit and crackers. The
food is collected and distributed by Merciful HELP and Open Doors.

If you would like your child(ren) to participate in the Back Sacks program, please fill out this
GOOGLE FORM.

If you have any questions please contact me at millerj@wws.k12.in.us

Thank you,
Justin Miller
Student Mentor
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WHS Rock Shop!

Westfield High School now has an apparel shop! It's called the

R{;}CK WHS Rock Shop and offers many wonderful items for sale. You

can click here to visit the web site and order!
WESTFIELD APPAREL & ACCESSORIES E—

SHEP

Want to help Westfield families with the click of a button? The Purposity app allows you to
anonymously purchase clothing and home essentials for students that were identified by our
school counselors.

Click here to help a Westfield family

The Rock Strong Award presented by the Westfield Education Foundation is a quarterly award,
given out at each school and operations to recognize teachers, instructional assistants,
instructional coaches, building secretaries, bus drivers, substitute teachers, food service staff and
operations staff for the great work they do for our children and our community!

Each quarter, all schools and operations will review nominations from staff, students, families and
the community and select someone who represents its values and culture to receive the Rock

Strong Award and a special gift.

Click here to nominate someone now. It only takes a minute!

Free/Reduced Application Iinformation

Free/Reduced Lunch Application

To fill out an application for free/reduced lunch, please click here.
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Lunch Menu

To download the menu, click here!

Community Resources
2024 Community Board Main Flyer (1).pdf D°4V\£"h|A<;ad
SafeVisitor

Click this link to sign up

Become a Substitute Teacher!

Schedules

K-10:30 AM-11:00 AM
1st-11:05 AM -11:35 AM
2nd - 11:50 AM -12:20 PM
3rd - 12:25 PM - 12:55 PM
4th - 1:00 PM -1:30 PM

Monday - A Day
Tuesday - B Day
Wednesday - B Day
Thursday - C Day
Friday - C Day



https://nutrition.menulogic-k12.com/#/bwi3jzfd-westfield-washington-schools/calendar
https://secure.smore.com/app/attachments/download/66c899628e4818d9f5a8efdb
http://secure.safevisitor.io/safe/volunteer/003471/volunteer

Monday - Friday
8:00 AM - 3:15 PM

Shamrock Springs Elementary

Website: https:/www.wws.k12.in.us/domain/213
Location: 747 West 161st Street, Westfield, IN, USA
Phone: 317-867-7400

Attendance Line: 317-867-7400, ext. 20001 (or push 1)

Vickie Perry

Vickie is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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