
 
San Mateo Union High School District 

Proclamation Recognizing February 1 - 28, 2026 
As National Black History Month 

 
WHEREAS, Originating in 1926, Dr. Carter G. Woodson, a distinguished Black author, editor, 
publisher, and historian, established what was then known as Negro History Week, the 
precursor to today’s Black History Month observed each February. During this time, 
communities across the United States recognize the achievements, leadership, and 
contributions of so many Black Americans, as well as their ongoing struggle for equality; and 
 
WHEREAS, the San Mateo Union High School District seeks to eliminate dehumanizing 
language. This proclamation includes references to historical terms, such as “Negro History 
Week,” which reflect the language and naming conventions used at the time of their origin. 
While such terms are no longer in common or appropriate contemporary use, they are cited 
here solely to preserve historical accuracy and to honor the context in which early Black 
scholars and activists, most notably Dr. Carter G. Woodson advanced the study of Black history. 
Acknowledging these original names allows us to recognize the progress made in how we 
speak about identity and to deepen students’ understanding of the evolving nature of language, 
dignity, and cultural respect; and 
 
WHEREAS, the SMUHSD Board of Trustees approved Racial Equity Policy BP 0415 which 
states: “The Board of Trustees seeks to ensure that policies and practices produce equitable 
outcomes for students who identify as Black, Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC). The 
District's mission, vision, and goals recognize that educational excellence for all students 
requires a commitment to racial equity”; and  
 
WHEREAS, the District recognizes it can and should continue to make progress on the 
SMUHSD Board of Trustees approved Racial Equity Administrative Regulations, which calls for: 
“Adopting curriculum and instructional materials that include diverse voices and perspectives.” 
Our District recognizes that there is still work to be done and progress to be made toward 
achieving true racial equity. We remain steadfast in this work; and  
 
WHEREAS, August 2019 marked 400 years since the first arrival of Africans to present-day 
America, and the United States Congress established the 400 Years of African American History 
Commission to commemorate the historic heritage and ongoing contributions of Americans of 
African descent, whose cultural, academic, social, economic, and moral contributions have 
helped shape and strengthen the nation; and 
 
WHEREAS, in spite of the African slave trade that solidified systems of racial discrimination in 
this nation, and in more recent history, in spite of governments, including San Mateo County 
partaking in redlining with restrictive covenants barring Black, Indigenous, and People of Color 
(BIPOC) access to owning or residing in certain homes until 1968. Black and African American 
people have nonetheless continued to persevere and move forward in society; and 
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WHEREAS, Black Americans including Black Californians have enriched our society through 
their enduring commitment to fairness, equality, justice for all. Black History Month 
commemorates the many different achievements of African Americans, across academia, 
business, fine arts, political action, science, humanities, and other fields; and 
 
WHEREAS, Marguerite Annie Johnson, more commonly known as Maya Angelou, was an 
American poet, civil rights activist, and memoirist who lived and worked in California for a 
significant portion of her adult life. Her first work, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (1969) 
influenced other African American women to publicly discuss their personal lives. She also 
influenced African American autobiography writing as a whole, changing the narrative for future 
generations; and 
 
WHEREAS, Octavia Estelle Butler, born and raised in Pasadena, California, was a science 
fiction writer, dedicated to including the African American experience in places they were not 
included before. In 1995, Butler was the first science fiction writer to receive the MacArthur 
Fellowship award, inspiring and paving a path for future African Americans interested in STEM. 
Her works have received countless awards, with a high influence on modern culture; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2008, Barack H. Obama was elected as the first African American President of 
the United States, and he was elected to serve a second term in 2012; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2012, California historically elected the most African Americans to serve in the 
Legislature, totaling 12 members; and 
 
WHEREAS, Vice President Kamala D. Harris, born in Oakland, California, has dedicated her 
career to public service, becoming the first woman, the first Black American, and the first South 
Asian American to serve as Vice President of the United States in 2020, following her influential 
leadership as San Francisco District Attorney, California Attorney General, and United States 
Senator representing California; and 
 
WHEREAS, these achievements should not be recognized without considering the many 
sacrifices of Black individuals, who continue to endure challenges, because we do not live in a 
post-racism society and oppressive institutions still exist as a result of the past colonization, 
exploitation, destruction, and systemic injustice; and 
 
WHEREAS, Black history is American history, and understanding and appreciating the 
experiences and contributions of Black individuals is essential to understanding the full story of 
our country; and 
 
WHEREAS, San Mateo County is fortunate to be located near hubs of Black innovation and 
Black history, such as Oakland and San Francisco, whose historical and cultural contributions 
have shaped the identity and progress of our region; and 
 



 
WHEREAS, Black students enrich our schools and communities sharing a unique experience in 
our classrooms. Some have reported feeling estranged, targeted, or othered at times as a result 
of being only 0.69% of the total Districtwide student population. Our District is committed to 
supporting our Black students to help them achieve their fullest potential and feel a sense of 
belonging in our schools. We celebrate and are inspired by the strength and perseverance of 
Black students; and 
 
WHEREAS, Black educators contribute a valuable and unique perspective in our schools 
serving as role models and mentors to students at large - especially to those of African descent; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, SMUHSD’s equity vision states: “All students will learn in a safe, inclusive and 
equitable environment that validates, respects and honors their unique backgrounds, interests 
and identities”; and  
 
WHEREAS, SMUHSD’s equity mission states: “We will continually identify, disrupt and eliminate 
institutional biases and barriers to ensure that all students have the skills and knowledge to 
thrive physically, emotionally and academically”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the San Mateo Union High School District (SMUHSD) seeks to support and 
empower students of all races and backgrounds; we know that while we have made progress, 
there is more that must be done to ensure equality for Black Students and educators; and  
 
WHEREAS, on January 26, 2023, the Board of Trustees unanimously approved a request from 
the Capuchino Black Student Union to fly the Pan African Flag at District schools and sites 
during the month of February per Board approved Flag Display Procedures; and  
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Board of the San Mateo Union High 
School District that the District takes great pleasure in recognizing February 2026 as National 
Black History Month, urges all citizens to join in celebrating the accomplishments and 
perseverance of Black and African American people, and encourages the staff and students of 
SMUHSD to recognize not only the many different talents of Black and African American people 
but also the great achievements, contributions, and sacrifices they have made to help create 
equity and equality for all.  
 
SAN MATEO UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT  
Passed and adopted on the 22nd day of January, 2026. 
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