DEAN CLOSE
ST JOHN’S NEWS

16TH JANUARY 2026 ST JOHN’S

CHEPSTOW

Who owns your attention?

Attention is the real currency of the modern world. Not time. Not money. Time passes regardless. Money can
be lost and earned again. Attention, once spent, is gone.

Today, a global economy exists solely to capture it. Every notification, autoplay video, and “recommended for
you” feed is part of a silent competition. Platforms aren’t designed to serve us; they’re designed to keep us.
And the bidding never stops.

We like to believe we’re in control. That we're just checking in, staying informed, or taking a break.
Sometimes that’s true. Often, it isn’t.

The most powerful distractions don’t feel like distractions at all. They feel useful. Entertaining. Necessary.
They don’t pull us away from what matters; they disguise themselves as what matters.

When attention isn’t chosen deliberately, it’s taken quietly. Over time, ownership slips away.
What we repeatedly give our attention to becomes our mental environment. And that environment shapes
how we think, feel, and act.

Last week, while reflecting on the value of reading - prompted by Four Thousand Weeks - 1 came across a
simple but challenging exercise: write down the 25 most important things in your life, prioritise them, then
focus only on the top five. The twist? Deliberately ignore the remaining twenty. The aim is to sharpen focus
by removing competing priorities, not managing them.

1 discussed this further with Mr Seth, who had been exploring prioritisation from a very different angle. The
conversation reinforced an important truth: what works for one person may not work for another. The only
real test is whether an approach genuinely helps you protect and direct your attention.

I’'m curious to see how this plays out in the weeks ahead.

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer



We believe childhood should be full of friendships, creativity,
exploration, and meaningful experiences. At the same time,
technology can be a valuable tool for learning when used

thoughtfully and safely. On Tuesday, Mrs Shakeshaft and Mrs !
Duncan led a parent evening on Educational Technology to explain {
how it enhances lessons, supports individual learning, and is used
responsibly across the school. B

During the evening, we covered key details, including that children : NU
are not permitted to bring phones into school and that technology :
is introduced gradually: no devices in Early Years, limited and Mﬂb"e
supervised use in Key Stage 1 and 2, and school-approved, fully nes
monitored Chromebooks from Year 5. We also learnt that some PhO

families prefer to limit screen use even further or avoid it altogether
at home, and as a small school, we are happy to support this.

Thank you to all the parents who joined and asked thoughtful questions about screen time at school, online
safety, and balancing technology with everyday childhood experiences. Mrs Shakeshaft has shared two
useful links for reference — please see them below:

Join the growing movement of families who believe childhood is too short to scroll away:
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/

A school in Bristol is also hosting an interesting event (both in-person and online) with a good range of
speakers on the topic of protecting our children in a screen saturated world.:

https:/www.pta-events.co.uk/smt-ptfa/index.cfm?event=event&eventld=107503

If you have any questions about how technology is used in learning, please contact Mrs Rachael Shakeshaft,
Director of Studies. For any safeguarding concerns, please contact Mrs Lisa Duncan, Pastoral Lead.
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Whole School Open Morning -
School Parents are Welcome!

On Friday 13th February, we will be hosting our
first Open Morning of Lent term 2026.

The event begins with coffee and tea with the Head, followed by
_ tours of the school led by our Senior pupils. They will show guests
‘ around the whole school and answer any questions honestly!

: : After the tour, a coffee morning will take place from 10.30am,
) : giving everyone the opportunity to meet the Head again and some
of our teachers and ask further questions.

Current school parents are also very welcome to attend -
Open either to join a tour or simply come along to the coffee

Morning - morning for a chat.
Kindergarten - Year 8 ) == 1 To attend, please email admissions@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .
Eg Friday 13" February =



https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/smt-ptfa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=107503

This Week’s Topic

This week, Pre-Prep worked on a range of interesting
(and fun!) topics, with the help of the Gingerbread
Man. The children played bakeries, investigated eggs,
explored balance using scales, and helped the
Gingerbread Man cross the river safely by learning
about floating and sinking while making boats.

It was lovely to see the pupils’ creativity and how well
they worked together.

Well done, Pre-Prep!

One of our favourite Pre-Prep events,
Grandparents’ Afternoon, will take place on
Wednesday 28th January, 1.30-3.00pm.

We warmly invite all grandparents to join us for a fun-filled
afternoon of songs, crafts, and special time with the children.
If a grandparent is unable to attend, your child is welcome to
invite a special person instead. Please note that, due to space
limitations, we are unable to accommodate parents in
addition to grandparents or special guests.

We hope many grandparents or special guests will be able to
join us for this lovely occasion.

DEAN CLOSE
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 CHEPSTOW
PRE-PREP _
HOLIDAY CLUB Pre—P'rep Holiday Club
bookings for February
FEBRUARY HALF TERM N half term are now open!

Monday 16" - Thursday 19" February
Find out more on our website.

For children aged 3 - 7
OPEN TO ALL SCHOOLS

NATURE, SPORT, ART & MORE

© Dean Close St John's School, Tutshill
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https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp

Start of the Term for Boys

It has been a great start to the term for boys’ sport, with excellent focus
shown in both football and hockey. The Year 3 and 4 boys have already made
significant progress in training and thoroughly enjoyed their football sessions,
developing their skills and understanding of the game in preparation for their
first fixtures against Tockington next week.

Boys’ hockey from Years 5 to 8 has also got off to a strong start. The boys
have made positive contributions to school and foundation sessions and have
already trained and played in matches, making a real impact across the
different teams and levels. We wish them the best of luck for the rest of the
term and look forward to plenty of enjoyment in all that they achieve over
the coming weeks.

U11 Netball Festival

The U11 netball team took part in a festival this week as preparation
for the upcoming season. The girls played four matches, winning
three and narrowly losing one. They improved with every game,
showing some lovely passing combinations and excellent discipline
with their footwork.

Across the festival, the team scored over 20 goals while conceding
only two — a fantastic achievement. A brilliant team effort and a very
promising start to the season. Well done to all the girls involved!

School Clubs —

All our school clubs started this week, and the children are already having so much fun! We'll be
featuring a different club each week to share what’s going on.

This week’s Club - Library Club

Mr Cracknell has been delighted to see his new Library Club, held on
Thursdays, successfully established. This reflects his interests beyond the sports
field and highlights his enthusiasm for reading. The club offers a range of
engaging activities; this week, pupils took part in a “Find Your Blurb”
challenge, identifying the most interesting and engaging blurbs from the back
of books and sharing their choices with the group. This encouraged thoughtful
discussion about what makes a book appealing.

Looking ahead, the club will welcome an author for an online talk, read to the
Pre-Prep during late stay, and offer pupils opportunities to develop their own .
creative writing by continuing stories from existing first chapters. Well done to ¥ /7~
all involved — we look forward to seeing the exciting reading and writing

journeys that emerge from this club!
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St John’s in the Community -
Our Play and Stay Sessions Are Back!

From this week, our regular free
Adventure Tots sessions in the Pre-Prep
Hall are back, open to all in our local
community.

On Thursday morning, we were delighted to see lots of
familiar faces as well as some new members of the
Adventure Tots family joining us for the first session of
2026. Despite the rainy weather, our hall was full and
buzzing with children from babies to 4-year-olds, and
their grown-ups.

If you - or any of your friends or family members - have
a little one, come and join us on Thursday mornings!
It’s free, including refreshments and lots of fun! Please
see the details and booking link here.

Dean Close Foundation Events

Sunday 25 January, 2026
7.00pm-10.00pm

Yoware invited'to Dean Close School, Cheltenham

ﬁ THEDEAN.CLOSE .
e CEILIDH : o4 Adults : £17.50, Children (10+) : £10.00
oo~ Sunday2s Januaty, 2026 -3 (Includes food, drinks, and dance)
. }'.ngplle —“J(J.cmpn_ﬂ Booking:
The Dean Close Ceilidh - Tickets

S ——
:

Don’t miss out on an incredible evening at the

gl Dean Close Ceilidh! We are thrilled to extend a
DEAN“CLOSE warm invitation to join us at the upcoming Ceilidh
scHOOL at Dean Close School on Sunday, 25th January
CHELTERHAM 2026 (Exeat weekend) from 7:00pm to 10:00pm.

Tickets will include food, drinks and a

night of dancin| ve music and fun!

Z@dﬁf@:

The Dean Close Ceilidh will feature Cat’s Claw, a Ceilidh band from Chepstow!

If more St John’s parents or families attend, we can organise minibuses to Cheltenham.
P 4



https://evolve.edufocus.co.uk/shop/shop_item_public.asp?site=dcschoolvisits&estab=0&id=2593&guest=
https://www.cats-claw.co.uk/
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/adventure-tots-stay-play

Friends of St John’s News

Happy New Year everyone!

As we head into the new year, it feels like the perfect time to start making some exciting plans.

We're delighted to announce that the new caterers at Mounton Brook Lodge are the incredible
Pickled Pumpkin Catering!

If you've ever experienced their food, you’ll know just how outstanding the quality, flavour and
presentation are, we are absolutely thrilled to be working with them for the ball.

Date & Place:

Saturday gth May

7:00pm — Midnight

Mounton Brook Lodge, NP16 6LF

¥ Black Tie Event
IiI Live Band & Entertainment
¥ Welcome Drink on Arrival

! { Two-Course Meal & Canapés O3 A DR
K % Dancing Until Midnight SPARKL( /

s .+
Early Bird tickets are still available, so now is the ! "
perfect time to book and save. Prices will increase o

soon, and we’d hate for anyone to miss out.

WELCOME DRINK, 2 COURSE MEAL

The evening is open to the whole community, -
AND CANAPES

parents, friends and extended family are all

warmly invited, so please do share with anyone SATURDAY 9™ MAY

who might love a night of sparkle for a great cause. U i tober e E A

Tickets 7:00 PM - MIDNIGHT
Early Bird: £55 per person (£65pp after 1st March)

: EARLY BIRD TICKETS £55pp (£65pp after 1 March 2026)
Table of 10: £550 PP (£65pp

OR WHOLE TABLE DISCOUNT £550 (10 PEOPLE)

Book now to avoid disappointment:
& https://www.tickettailor.com/events/friendsofdeanclosestjohns/1962108

A menaory) fr&m last ymr’s ball- k

(it was a ﬁm‘mﬁc eVem'g/ ' 4




Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Lent Term 2026 on the school
website.

To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026-27 are published on the website::
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

UPCOMING EVENTS — NEXT TWO WEEKS

Boarding Weekend In -

h
Saturday 17 January The Wave Coventry

U12 & U13 Netball vs Collegiate (A)
Foundation Fixtures

U12 & U13 Boys’ Hockey vs BGS (Venues TBC)
Foundation Fixtures

Boarding Weekend In -

th
Sunday 18" January AirHop Bristol

Monday 19" January
(Prep Week 2)

U10 - U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Cheltenham College
Wednesday 21° January (Venues TBC)
Foundation Fixtures

- e
I BT I
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U8 & U9 Boys’ Football vs Tockington (A)



https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

Kindergarten & Reception trip to
Noah’s Ark Farm Zoo

Monday 26™ January
(Prep Week 1)

Wednesday 28" January 13:30 Pre-Prep Grandparents Afternoon

U10 - U11 Boys’ Hockey vs The Dragon (A)
(Foundation Fixtures)

U13 Boys’ Hockey vs The Dragon (H)
(Foundation Fixtures)

U8 & U9 Boys’ Football v Rougemont (A)

_ 16:45 Year 7&8 Parents’ Evening — Moved to 21/1/26

U13 IAPS Small Schools Netball

th
Thursday 297 January at Lord Wandsworth College

U12 & U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Collegiate
Saturday 31* January (Venues TBC)
(Foundation Fixtures)

U10 - U13 Netball vs Cheltenham College
(Venues TBC)
(Foundation Fixtures)

Have %I/‘mf weekend!
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https://www.instagram.com/dcsj_official/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/deanclosestjohns
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dean-close-st-john-s-school/

