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Head’s Message

The 5 Cs: Skills for the Future

Our 5 Cs - Critical thinking, Compassion, Collaboration, Communication and Creativity - sit at the heart of
how we help our pupils flourish. The World Economic Forum’s Future of Jobs Report (2025) highlights that
skills such as critical thinking, curiosity and lifelong learning will be increasingly important, alongside
technological literacy, resilience and flexibility.

Last week, Mark Herbert shared insights from a course he completed on critical thinking. Mark, author of I
Am Not a Leader (a firm favourite on my bookshelf), noted that the number one attribute required of leaders
is the ability to change their mind. Reflecting on this, it struck me that this single idea captures all of our 5 Cs
in action. I took the same course and learned a great deal, particularly about owning one’s biases and
recognising consensual bias, among many other thought-provoking concepts.
 

So how do we teach critical thinking? In a world that often favours certainty and black-and-white answers, the
willingness to challenge our own thinking is becoming rarer - perhaps explaining why it is so highly valued as
a future skill.

On Wednesday, I had the pleasure of teaching Year 6 maths. After exploring the lesson content, I posed a
problem and asked what came next:

a.      11
b.      21
c.       1211
d.      111221

Some pupils looked for numerical patterns, such as addition. Others explored alternative routes: ‘is there a
pattern which goes diagonally but still uses the functions of maths?’ Through collaboration, trial and error,
and a small prompt, they eventually reached the solution, but not in the way they initially expected.
I’ve resisted answering here. That would be too easy. If you think you know the next line (or lines) and the
reasoning behind them, I’d love to hear from you - or perhaps ask a member of Year 6!

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer
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e. ?
f. ?
g. ?



Pre-Prep News

Library fun with
Senior Pupils

This week we had
fun in the library
with the Year 7 and 8
boys and girls. They
read us stories that
we chose and it was
lovely using the
library together.

Our teachers and staff are a crucial part of the St John’s family.
They teach, support, and care for your children every day,
helping to make our school such a special place.

We’ve added a brand-new Meet the Staff page to our website,
making it easier to put faces to names across the school. You
can now see our Senior Leadership Team, form tutors, Pre-Prep
and Prep teachers, some of our support staff — and even our
school dogs and tortoise!

Take a look on our website and get to know the St John’s
family a little better (and don’t miss the doggies!).

Meet the Staff page 
on the website

Holiday Club

You can now book your child’s place for February
Half Term at Pre-Prep Holiday Club! Dates for
the Easter Holiday Club are also available on our
website.

As always, there are lots of fun activities planned,
led by Mr Cracknell and the team - it’s sure to be
a fantastic time for all!

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/about/meet-our-staff
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp


Foundation Fixtures

On Wednesday, pupils from Years 5 to 8 travelled to Cheltenham
College and Dean Close to compete in a number of matches across
the Foundation. For many, this was their first opportunity this term
to further develop both their skills and understanding of the game
in a series of highly competitive fixtures.

Despite Cheltenham being a strong sporting school, it was excellent
to see the Dean Close Foundation teams perform to such a high
standard. Our boys made a positive and influential impact across
their fixtures, both in terms of performance and results.

Match reports

U8 & U9 Football

On Monday, the Year 3 and 4 boys travelled to Tockington for their first fixtures of
the term, braving wet and windy conditions. Despite the challenging weather, it
was fantastic to see the boys showcase not only their developing football skills, but
also their resilience and determination throughout each match.

Equally impressive was their togetherness, as both year groups combined to form
three strong football sides. There were clear signs of potential across all teams,
which we will continue to build on over the course of the term.
A massive well done to all the boys, who came away with a win, a draw, and a loss
- a fair reflection of a highly competitive and enjoyable afternoon of football.

One of the highlights of the afternoon was Monty, who demonstrated great enthusiasm and passion
alongside his Dean Close teammates, scoring the crucial goal in what looked to be a 2–1 winning
scoreline. Unfortunately, Cheltenham’s all-out attacking approach in the final five minutes saw the score
level, resulting in a narrow defeat — but it was a valuable learning experience nonetheless.

The other five matches resulted in positive scorelines, ensuring a real feel-good factor on the journey
home. There were also notable individual performances, including Frank, who managed to get on the
scoresheet on a couple of occasions despite the cold and rainy conditions.

U10 & 11 Netball 

It was a challenging week of fixtures at Monkton Combe, with wet
and windy conditions testing our players’ resilience. The Under 11
and Under 10 girls battled bravely against the elements as they faced
some strong opposition.

Both teams narrowly lost to Paragon, but showed excellent discipline
with the ball and played some lovely netball throughout the
matches. Unfortunately, as the weather worsened, conditions
became increasingly difficult, and both teams faced a tough loss
against Monkton Combe.

Despite the results, the girls demonstrated great determination,
teamwork and skill, and should be proud of their efforts in such
testing conditions.



Caroline Graham School of Dance offers
ballet and modern classes for our Early Years,
KS1, and Prep children at St John’s School as
part of our weekly school clubs.

Our Prep girls have just received their end-of-
term Junior Ballet Awards, celebrating their
hard work and determination in class while
working towards their ISTD Grade 1 Modern
examination this term. Congratulations to all!

Prep dance lessons are run by the Caroline
Graham School of Dance on Wednesday
lunchtimes. For more details about the classes
and available places (Prep or Pre-Prep), please
email: email: cgsdoffice18@gmail.com.

Please note that clubs run by external
partners are booked and paid for separately.

School Club of the Week - 
Dance Classes at St John’s

Letters to our Chinese visitors from last year

A sister group to the Chinese visitors whom we hosted last year is going to be
staying at Dean Close Kingham Hill next week.

If any pupils wish to send a letter to their buddy or any of the Chinese
visitors, then please could these come in to Mr Richardson, with envelopes
addressed to the correct child, and Mr Richardson will ensure they are taken
back to China by the visiting group.

Boarding Weekends

Senior Pupils’ Big Weekend Adventure

Last weekend, our senior pupils chose their Big Weekend
activity, and without a doubt, the highlight was the visit
to Waves Waterpark in Coventry. Waves is one of the
UK’s largest and newest indoor waterparks, offering
thrilling high-speed slides, fun-packed splash zones, a
Wave Pool, and even a relaxing Lazy River.

Upcoming Big Weekends

The upcoming boarding weekends will feature Year 6 and
Year 3 Big Weekends. For more details, please contact
Mrs Emily Richardson, Head of Boarding, at
richardsone@deanclosestjohns.org.uk

https://www.dancewithcaroline.co.uk/


Foundation News

Local event

Dean Close Ceilidh - Rescheduled for later in term

We are very sorry to inform you that the Dean Close Ceilidh, scheduled for Sunday 25 January
2026, from 7.00pm to 10.00pm, has been cancelled due to insufficient ticket sales.

This was not an easy decision, and we sincerely apologise for any disappointment or inconvenience
this may cause. We had very much been looking forward to welcoming you for what we hoped
would be a wonderful evening of dancing, food, and community spirit.

We are sorry that there was not greater participation for this particular event on this occasion, and
we fully appreciate that family commitments and busy schedules can make it difficult to attend
every school event.

We are pleased to confirm that we intend to rearrange the Ceilidh for later in the term, and new
dates will be shared with you in the coming week.

For those who have already purchased tickets, you may choose one of the following options:
Transfer your ticket to the rescheduled date once confirmed, or
Request a full refund by emailing kaazam@deanclose.org.uk

Once again, please accept our sincere apologies, and thank you for your understanding and
continued support. Events like these are made special by the support and involvement of our
parent community, and we are always grateful for the enthusiasm and encouragement shown by
you for school events. We very much hope to welcome you to the rearranged event later in the
term.

Protecting our children in a screen-
saturated world

A seminar for parents and the wider community on
the impact of digital life on children will be held at
St Mary’s Church, Thornbury.

The event can be attended either in person or
online. Please book your ticket using the link
below:
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/smt-ptfa/index.cfm?
event=event&eventId=107503

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/smt-ptfa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=107503
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/smt-ptfa/index.cfm?event=event&eventId=107503


Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Lent Term 2026 on the school
website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 are published on the website::
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

Date Event

UPCOMING EVENTS – NEXT TWO WEEKS

School Calendar & Events

Monday 26  Januaryth

(Prep Week 1) 
14:00

U8 & U9 Boys’ Football v Rougemont (A)   
changed from away to HOME

14:00  U9 A & B Netball vs Tockington (H)  

Tuesday 27  Januaryth 15:00
U13 Girls’ Indoor Cricket Match – round 1 of

Gloucestershire Competition (H)

Wednesday 28  Januaryth 13:30 Pre-Prep Grandparents Afternoon 

U10 – U11 Boys’ Hockey vs The Dragon (A)
Cancelled - Training at DCSJ

U13 Boys’ Hockey vs The Dragon (H)
(Foundation Fixtures)  

14:00    U11 Netball vs Tockington (A)  

14:00    U13 Netball vs Tockington (H)  

16:45
Year 7&8 Parents’ Evening – 

Moved to Thursday 12th February

Thursday 29  Januaryth  U13 IAPS Small Schools Netball 
at Lord Wandsworth College 

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Have a great weekend!

Saturday 31  Januaryst U12 & U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Collegiate 
(Venues TBC - Foundation Fixtures)

U10 – U13 Netball vs Cheltenham College 
(Venues TBC - Foundation Fixtures)

Monday 2  Februarynd

(Prep Week 2)
14:00

U8 & U9 Boys’ Football vs QEH & Collegiate 
@ QEH (A)

14:00 U9 A & B Netball vs Rougemont (A)

16:30 U11 Girls’ Football vs Tockington (H)

Tuesday 3  Februaryrd 16:30 Kindergarten & Reception Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 4  Februaryth U10 – U13 Boys’ Hockey Severnside Festivals
(Venues TBC) (Foundation Fixtures)

14:00 U11 Netball vs Llandaff (H)

14:00 U13 Netball vs The Downs, Wraxall (H)

16:45 Year 3 & 4 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 5  Februaryth 16:30 Kindergarten & Reception Parents’ Evening

Saturday 7th February
Year 6 Big Boarding Weekend – Graffiti Workshop

(TBC)

U13 Boys’ Hockey vs Solihull (Venues TBC)
(Foundation Fixtures)

U12 & U13 Netball vs King’s Gloucester
(Foundation Fixtures)

Sunday 8th February Year 6 Big Boarding Weekend – Roller Disco

https://www.instagram.com/dcsj_official/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/deanclosestjohns
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dean-close-st-john-s-school/

