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My Dear Colleagues, Parents and Guardians, and Students,

The halfway mark of the academic year serves as an exciting checkpoint in our ongoing
adventure and a reminder of the discoveries that await around every corner. This pivotal
moment in our journey invites us to explore new pathways, embrace unexpected opportunities,
and chart courses toward destinations we've only imagined. The adventure demands that we
move forward with curiosity and courage, ready to turn each page of our story with anticipation.
Together, we have reached a significant milestone in our journey, with summer vacation visible
on the horizon like a distant shore waiting to be explored.

For me personally, it feels like yesterday that | sat at my desk on "The Hill" in mid-August
developing an opening message to launch the 2025 - 2026 school year. The challenge | offered,
which connected to our district's summer read experience, was housed within our school-wide
theme: CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE ~ DISCOVERY AWAITS! As | stated in August,
may we embrace the spirit of exploration and possibility that comes with each new chapter,
navigating uncharted territories together as parents, guardians, students, and colleagues. Let's
venture beyond familiar horizons, make bold choices, and discover what lies beyond the
expected. Let us become the explorers of our own narratives and, in doing so, embrace both the
excitement of discovery and the responsibility that comes with choosing our own paths.

Since we began our "adventure" in August, this high school has, indeed, been discovering
extraordinary possibilities at every turn. True to their legacy of excellence, our educators
continue to set the gold standard in teaching — demonstrating not only their masterful
command of subject matter, but also their deep empathy, unwavering dedication, and
consummate professionalism. Such a team would be the envy of any school leader. Behind the
scenes, our indispensable support staff works tirelessly to ensure that every aspect of our
educational mission flourishes. In our athletic programs and extracurricular activities, our
coaches and advisors have crafted rich environments where students are pushed to exceed
their own expectations, seize new opportunities, and experience both the thrill of achievement
and the valuable lessons of setbacks. Our remarkable students have risen to every challenge
with enthusiasm, maturity, and adventurous spirit, while consistently showing respect for their
peers and teachers alike. The parent community's steadfast partnership and enthusiastic
backing of our initiatives have been nothing short of extraordinary. We are blessed with this
tremendous support system.

The true magic of Morris Hills High School lies in the seamless collaboration between all these
vital components — students, teachers, staff, parents, and administrators, working in concert,
drawing strength from one another, and maintaining unwavering high expectations for
themselves and those around them. As we navigate the midpoint of this rigorous academic year,
| feel profound gratitude and humility in sharing that Morris Hills High School remains steadfast
in its mission to guide and nurture the young minds entrusted to our care.



Our achievements stem from more than just individual excellence — they arise from our shared
commitment to exploration, our collective curiosity, and our united vision for educational
excellence. The spirit of discovery and adventure that permeates our halls is a direct result of
every community member's contributions. Together, we have created an environment where
learning transcends traditional boundaries and where every student feels empowered to choose
paths that lead to his or her dreams.

| extend my heartfelt appreciation to each member of our school community for not only
maintaining but elevating these standards of excellence. Your collective efforts make Morris Hills
High School not just an institution of learning, but a launching pad for extraordinary adventures
and meaningful discoveries. Thank you for your continued dedication to this noble mission.

There is a considerable amount of time and adventure remaining before we conclude the 2025 -
2026 school year. Furthermore, ample opportunities persist to continue exploring new territories,
making meaningful discoveries, embracing personal growth, and charting positive change. |
urge you, as | challenge myself, to reflect on the paths you wish to explore as we enter the final
semester. Once again, we find ourselves at a crossroads of opportunity and choice. Let's
navigate the remaining chapters together and bring our 2025 - 2026 adventure to a triumphant
conclusion.

Stay well, stay curious, and stay connected to the high school we are blessed to know as ours.

In the Spirit of Partnership,
ﬂu M. %

Todd M. Toriello, Ed.D.
Principal



