
 

 

 

Paradise Valley Unified School District | Meeting Minutes 

K-12 Science Curriculum Resources Committee 
Meeting #15 
Date: January 20, 2026 

Time: 4:00 - 6:00 PM 

Location: PVUSD District Training Center North Room, 15002 N. 32nd Street, Phoenix, AZ 85032 

Facilitators: Robin Hayward (Secondary STEAM and Science Curriculum Specialist) and Krysta Perez (Elementary 

STEAM and Science Curriculum Specialist) 

Committee Members Present: 

●​ Administrator Representative – Jean Koeppen, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 

Instruction and Assessment.  

●​ Community Member Representative –  

●​ Teaching Staff Representative – Alexandria Weiss,  7th/8th grades 

Ayesha Pawaskar, 7th/8th grade 
Blake Rider, mentor teacher-math, science, CTE 
Debbie Arn, 4th grade-gifted 
Devin Ellis, high school- physics and integrated science 
Donna Kirkpatrick, 3rd grade 
Jake Damle, high school - integrated Science, chemistry, IB ESS 
Jenae Sidwell, 5th grade 
Katie Jenkins, 7th and 8th grade 
Kayla Vronoski, LAS 2nd-5th grades 
Lauren McHugh, 5th grade 
Melissa Sarnowski, kindergarten-ELD 
Misty Hoyt, 5th and 6th grade-CG 
Nanci Walker, ELD instructional coach 

●​ Principal Representative –​ Ann Furnish 
Ashley Kilcullen 

●​ Parent Representative – ​ Carol Culberson 

 

Purpose: To review all data collected during the 60 day review, committee experiences, committee 
evaluations, and Best and Final letters to make the final recommendation(s) for K-12 science curriculum 
adoption. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Outcomes:  

●​ Revisit curriculum evaluation criteria 
●​ Discuss curriculum decisions from meeting #14 
●​ Review responses to best and final letter responses 
●​ Utilize evidence to reach consensus on one curriculum recommendation for K-6, 7-8, and each 

high school course included in the adoption.  
 

Minutes 
I.​ Welcome 

A.​ Introductions 

B.​ Purpose and Outcomes 

●​ Reminder of the responsibility of teachers to teach state standards, the 

curriculum should support teachers 

●​ Discussion difficult decisions will need to be made with budget in mind 

II.​ Review +/△ from Meeting #14 

●​ Additions: the process has been organized and appreciated; the relationships 

with committee members is strong and supports evidence-based decisions; 

Robin’s support is much appreciated 

III.​ Share Curriculum Decisions from Subgroups 

●​ Elementary Share-Out of Resources Removed during Meeting #14 

●​ Middle School Share-Out of Resources Removed during Meeting #14 

●​ High School Share-Out of Resources Removed during Meeting #14 

○​ Subgroups shared reasons for removal of curricula from consideration 

(evidence can be found in slides of Meeting #14) 

IV.​ Curriculum Final Decisions 

A.​ Divide into K-6, 7-8 ,and  9-12 for curriculum decisions 

●​ K-6 decided to meet virtually on Thursday for their final decision due to four 

group members being absent as well as getting finalized offers from vendors 

●​ 7-8 decided to recommend Twig for board approval as the Tier 1 curriculum for 

7th and 8th grade 

●​ 9-12 decided to recommend the following as the Tier 1 curriculum. 

○​ Integrated Science - Custom CK12 Book + District Created 5E Unit Maps 

○​ Regular and Honors Biology - McGraw-Hill Inspire Biology 

○​ AP Biology - OpenStax Biology for AP Courses 

○​ Regular and Honors Chemistry - SAVVAS Experience Chemistry 

○​ AP Chemistry - OpenStax Chemistry 

○​ General and Conceptual Physics - CK12 Physics for High School 

○​ AP Physics 1 and 2 - OpenStax Physics for AP Courses 

○​ AP Physics C - OpenStax University Physics Volumes 1, 2, and 3 

○​ Earth and Space Science - HMH Dimensions Earth and Space Science 

 



 
 

 
 

○​ Environmental Science - Cengage Environmental Science - Sustaining 

Our World. 

○​ Supplements - AP Classroom for Science, Code.org, American Modeling 

Teachers Association 

V.​ Call to the Public and Questions 

A.​ Community Member Comments 

VI.​ Next Steps 

A.​ Thank you for your service 

B.​ First reading will be at the February 12th school board meeting beginning at 6:30pm. 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #15 - 1/20/26

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #14 - 1/12/26

  Curriculum Adoption Meeting #13 - 12/4/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #11 - 10/13/25 and 10/16/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #10 - 9/30/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #9 - 9/18/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #8 - 9/8/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #7 - 8/26/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #6 - 8/21/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #5 - 8/14/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #4 - 5/15/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #3 - 5/6/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #2 - 4/22/25

 Curriculum Adoption Meeting #1 - 4/15/25

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1_kf38-8YrlSa8fDr_xF2q2toblpFSchVMgXdgT0WzfQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rJCSgOgnW0_kDE--MLxD-kfJrY2yTRY2r0wVj3Sf-YQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19NerUnH-q_I9E_jt5npXEKav0cR3GOJqQ8XmoIMOBGk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16g-RTqR5GyxUVoTZ2nXt2mmMvRatc3KXFhrjEpfC6fg/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-x5PH01VHy9wlyXD_Zg5Tz3KhHz4L9hhW-Ho4-ztHJw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sC-IjYmw9sT4dFySb1ttOJksPKXkPLRqwx_JIdTCNus/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1I8xjiKVz9UvhvzKYg6l2cw3pOQPAD2pL4GXYls-dMXA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1iLixCXKlb32INI_Cb9f5pMZp01nD-KwTKfpozmRPt_w&usp=drive_copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EytJf6VYNab4sOYdatzNp-bcs7KeajktorkoUL3DRQw/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gdYu84B3sB1oj7cBhybWuSmF9jgdap6M3bAQrhhlwqM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cTH3vquTkcmErxrd1Hf9htdHxYNeCdpW88lLsEmP3GM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1u59zYr4dPX-AGMrvf6hwUtxqOo4rD_IMTQPEdr8z3qE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1U6S6AU0UuB4FN8kxwpVVX9GBuOkgZEHxv0DyGkcFrn8&usp=drive_copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1DFW-wsTBnDlE9OMPn9QcMgIeRLLlBvhA7Za1AUs9AFk/edit?usp=sharing
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