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Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance – 6:04 p.m. 
Board President A.J. Taylor called the January 15, 2026, meeting of the Issaquah School Board to order in 
regular session in the boardroom of the ISD Administration Center at 6:04 p.m. Present along with 
Director Taylor, were Board Directors Natalie Anderson, Matt Coyne, Harlan Gallinger, and Sydne 
Mullings, Superintendent Heather Tow-Yick and ISD Administrators. 
 
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
Please note: Because regular Issaquah School Board meetings are recorded and made available in their entirety, minutes will 
reflect board action/direction and general topic discussion only. 
 
 
Public Comment – 6:05 p.m. 

• Vanessa Lange, Maywood  Re: School safety communication 
• Miya Nazzaro, Grand Ridge  Re: IEP 

 
 
Approval of Consent Agenda – 6:12 p.m. 
Board Director Mullings moved the consent agenda be approved as presented. Director Coyne seconded 
the motion and the motion passed unanimously. The consent agenda items are as follows: 

1.  Adopted Resolution No. 1258, authorizing the decreasing / removal of petty cash for schools and 
 other departments, as presented; 

2.  Adopted the new Elementary PE and Health Curriculum, as presented;  
3.  Presented for information only the Budget Status Report for November 2025, as presented; 
4.  Accepted the Interlocal Agreement with Lake Washington Institute of Technology for occupational and 

 academic programs, as presented; 
5. Approved for payment General vouchers 451476 through 452018 in the total amount of $5,892,680.98;  

Capital Projects vouchers 451476 through 452018 in the total amount of $1,906,396.45; ASB vouchers 
451476 through 452018 in the total amount of $265,380.21; TVF vouchers 451845 through 452018 in the 
total amount of $936.70; Payroll vouchers 193425 through 193506 in the total amount of $4,688,059.33; 
Electronic Transfer – Payroll in the total amount of $22,394,977.42; Electronic Transfer – Dept. of Rev in 
the total amount of $4,967.79; Electronic Transfer – GF AP in the total amount of $12,337.70; Electronic 
Transfer – CPF AP in the total amount of $163.49; Electronic Transfer ASB AP in the total amount  
of $196.00, as presented; 

 

6. Approved the following gifts/donations:  1) $10,660.29 has been donated by the Pine Lake Middle School 
PTSA to Pine Lake Middle School, 2) $15,233.97 has been donated by the Pacific Cascade Middle School 
PTSA to Pacific Cascade Middle School, 3) $9,986.98 has been donated by the Sunny Hills Elementary PTSA 
to Sunny Hills Elementary School, 4) $34,371.75 has been donated by the Pine Lake Middle School PTSA to 
Pine Lake Middle School, 5) $8,500 has been donated by Liberty Select Basketball to the Liberty High School 
Girls Basketball team, 6) $12,000 has been donated by the Issaquah High School Booster Club to the 
Issaquah High School Girls Basketball team, 7) $8,733.92 has been donated by the Cougar Mountain Middle 
School PTSA to Cougar Mountain Middle School, 8) $14,000 has been donated by TSSB, LLC to the Liberty 
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High School Track team, and 9) $6,000 has been donated by the Patriot Football Foundation to the Liberty 
High School Football team, as presented. 

7. Approved the minutes for the December 11, 2025 Regular Board Meeting and the December 11, 
2025 special board meeting – executive session, as presented; 

8. Approved the Certificated Employee Resignations/Retirements/Non-Renewals (2025-26), as presented; * 
9. Approved the Certificated Leaves of Absence (2026-27), as presented; * 
10. Approved the Supplemental Contracts/ Employee Agreements; * 
11. Approved the Classified New Employee Contracts (2025-26), as presented; * 
12. Approved the Classified Employee Resignations/Retirements/Terminations (2025-26),   

as presented; * 
 
* personnel listings are available by clicking on the appropriate item on the archived agenda for this 
meeting. 
 
  
Establishment of the Regular Agenda – 6:13 p.m. 
No Changes 
 
 
Report out on the Regional Town Hall and 2026 Legislative Conference – 6:13 p.m. 
Members of the Board attended the Regional Town Hall on January 7, 2026 in Bellevue, WA and the 2026 
Legislative Conference on January 9 and 10, 2026 in Seattle, WA. The Board summarized the highlights of 
the two events. 
 
 
Work Study Recap – 6:30 
The Board provided a recap of the work study that was held prior to the Board Meeting to discuss OE-14 
and Results 2 Academics. 
 
 
Works in Progress – 6:37 p.m. 
Superintendent Tow-Yick updated the Board on various projects and activities around the District. 
 
 
Career Technical Educational Update – 6:53 p.m. 
Lisa Neighbours, Director of CTE and Secondary STEM, presented on the current state and future plans for 
Career and Technical Education (CTE). 
 
 
2026 Levy Update - 7:09 p.m. 
Martin Turney, Chief of Finance and Operation and Mark Sherwood, Executive Director of 
Communications presented the 2026 Levy Update regarding the three levy propositions currently on the 
February 10, 2026 ballot. 
 

https://www.isd411.org/about-us/school-board/board-meetings/board-meeting-archive
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Monitoring Report for Operation Expectation 14 Instructional Program (OE-14) – 7:19 p.m. 
Director Mullings moved the Board accept the monitoring report for OE-14 Instructional Program, as 
presented. Director Coyne seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Student advisory vote: 2 yes, 2 no, 3 abstain 
 
The Board and Administration held a discussion prior to the vote. 
 
Public Comment: 

• Molly Petersen, Skyline 
• Gwen Lloyd, Skyline 
• Courtney Bede, Skyline 
• Meghan Woffinden-Luey, Skyline 

 
 
Legislative Matters – 8:23 p.m. 
Director Anderson brought forward items regarding legislation as it pertains to education.  
 
Day on the Hill – Tuesday, January 27, 2026. 
 
 
Announcements and Correspondence – 8:24 p.m.  
This is a standing opportunity for the Board to share announcements and correspondence. Please note 
that correspondence related to specific students and staff are not listed, in alignment with our district 
regulation on student privacy and civility. 
 
The Board reported the following correspondence since the last meeting: 

• A. Eggink   Re: Art education 
• Student   Re: YoungArts Award 
• K. Dupuy   Re: Wall Street Journal article 
• K. Flynn   Re: Maywood Middle School 

 
This list reflects correspondence sent to individual Board members since the last board meeting: 

• S. Hajnosz   Re: Cell phone policy 
• P. Charbonneau  Re: Newcastle City Council engagement 
• B. de Michele  Re: MindSpark nonprofit organization 

 

Calendar and Future Agenda Items – 8:24 p.m. 
 
The Board also reviewed and identified topics for future board meeting agendas as well scheduled special 
meetings and work sessions. 
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• Issaquah City Council meeting on Tuesday, January 20, 2026. President Taylor would like to ask for 
a Board Member to provide public comment at this meeting. Director Gallinger agreed to attend 
at 7:00 PM.  

 
• Listening sessions with students regarding homework and grading. High school staff will set dates 

with 2 board members to attend each panel. Scheduling should optimize for the highest 
participation for students and staff.  
 

• PTSA and ISF engagements – 4:00 PM start for each meeting on a board meeting night. Perhaps 
the 2nd March meeting and April meeting. 

 
• City engagements –Plan to have a full engagement with the City of Issaquah and a full 

engagement with the City of Sammamish. President Taylor will reach out to the Cities of 
Newcastle, Renton, and Bellevue. 

 
• PTSA Council general membership meetings (2 board members per meeting)  

January 29 – Directors Coyne and Anderson 
February 26 – Directors Gallinger and Taylor 
March 26 – Director Gallinger 
April 23 – Director Anderson 
May 28 – Directors Taylor and Coyne 

 
• ISF Board meeting (back-up for President Taylor) 

March 24 – Director Mullings will attend. Director Gallinger is a back-up in case Director Mullings 
cannot attend. 
 

• Board Retreat Agenda Planning 

• Director Gallinger asked for consensus and no formal board action regarding pursuing an RFP for a 
board member coach. There was consensus from the board. 

 
 
Adjournment - 8:57 p.m. 


