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DVUSD is the largest district

geographically in Maricopa County

367 Square Miles

Bell Road to the northern-most border of

Maricopa County

40 Schools

15 K-6

16 K-8

3  Middle Schools (7-8)

5  High Schools

Enrollment and growth varies by region/school 

Other districts are closing schools 

Deer Valley is projected to experience growth

starting approximately FY30 for K-8 and HS

State of the
District



Committee Charge &
Purpose
Develop a Long-Range Recommendation to the Governing Board:

Develop and present a comprehensive long-range plan that addresses projected enrollment
trends and optimizes the utilization of schools and facilities.

Balancing Enrollment
Address overcrowding and underutilization to optimize class sizes and building use.

Utilizing Facilities Efficiently
Maximize the use of taxpayer-funded assets and school buildings.

Maintaining Educational Excellence
Ensure boundary changes support robust academic programming.



Timeline

Committee members

selected

Review 2024

demographic report

Committee Forms

May 2025

Committee review of

data/requests for

additional data  

Parent surveys begin

Community

Meetings and

Stakeholder

Feedback Begin

November 2025

Review additional data

requested by committee

members

Identify schools

projected over or under

enrolled

Supe Scoop Podcast

Continue

Committee Review

of Data

December 2025

Review demographer

recommendations

Community forums

conducted for

additional feedback

Final committee meetings

February 17, 2026 Board

preview of

recommendations 

March 10, 2026 Board

approve

recommendations

Board Review of

Recommendations

January 2026 Present

Recommendation

to Governing

Board

February/March

2026



Overview of Key Factors Influencing

Enrollment

The district is aging, resulting in fewer school-

age children

Overall District enrollment has declined,

especially in elementary grades but is expected

to increase K-8 and High School starting in

2029-2030

Housing development and growth will add

residents but fewer students per household

Enrollment shifts are geographic with some

areas growing while others decline

Boundaries are a key tool to maintain program

quality and financial stability
*Demographic Study provided by Applied Economics

Demographer
Report*



Committee review other types of data

Demographer report compared to current

enrollment (2025-2026)

Data was consistent with projections

Current open enrollment by school including in

and out of district

Varies by school and follows District policy

Assessment data by school

Found no correlation to school size and

assessment results

Schools with highest and lowest percentage

capacity projections and schools that share

boundaries with them

Stakeholder Surveys

Other Data
Review



Insights gathered from parents on

attendance area boundary changes

Access to reliable, safe, and efficient busing

and/or appropriate commute time

Balance enrollment

Consistent open enrollment process

Equal access to high-quality education,

resources, and opportunities

Grandfathering current school attendance for

existing students

Minimizing overcrowding

Stability/access to specific academic programs*
           *Stability and access to academic programs rank in top 4 of results

Community
Key Themes



Community Feedback
Insights from Parents and Community Members

6             3              7             8              1             2              5             4



Community Feedback
Insights from Parents and Community Members

Top #1 or #2

6                4                 7                 8                1                5                3                2

Count of responses ranked as #1 or #2



Identified Parent Concern 

Open Enrollment - Grandfathering

Students attending a school when the

boundaries change may stay at that school

with guaranteed status

Example, I attend Canyon Springs in 2025-

2026 and am rezoned to Anthem in 2026-

2027. I am guaranteed ongoing open

enrollment status at Canyon Springs until I

promote to Boulder Creek High School. 

Transportation is not provided for students on

open enrollment. 

Special education (IEP) status does not affect a

student’s ability to remain at the original

campus following a boundary change. 

Continuing Status



Projected Enrollment 

Largest geographic attendance area in DVUSD

6 K-8 schools

1 K-6 school

Projected to decline in enrollment over the next

9 years with most schools projected under 50%

capacity in FY2035 

Only Desert Mountain and Canyon Springs are

expected growth. 

Boulder Creek
Region

Projections with no changes based on 2024 Applied Economics demographic report



Summary of potential changes #1

Potential
Adjustment

All residences east

of I-17 and south of

Anthem Parkway

attend Anthem

School

Currently zoned

for Canyon Springs

Enrollment

between the

schools would be

nearly equal in

2035 and Canyon

Springs would

have room for

growth



Summary of potential changes #2

Potential
Adjustment

All residences

east of I-17

attend Anthem

School

Currently zoned

for Canyon

Springs

Enrollment

between the

schools would

be nearly equal

in 2035 and

Canyon Springs

would have

room for growth
*Project this change would need to occur 2032/2033



Summary of potential changes

North section of Sonoran Foothills from I-17

roughly N Paloma Parkway between Dove

Valley Road and Carefree Highway move from

Sonorant Foothills to Sunset Ridge and Boulder

Creek High School 

Potential
Adjustment

Sunset Ridge currently projected at
approximately 400 students in 2035 or
<40% capacity. 
With this adjustment, they are projected
at 822* students or 79% capacity. 

*Applied Economics



Barry Goldwater High School 

Sandra Day O’Connor High School*

The committee is recommending attendance area

changes to two other regions including the Barry

Goldwater High School Region and the Sandra Day

O’Connor High School Region

*Includes a small change for Canyon in an area that does not current have students

Other
Potential
Region
Adjustments



Other Attendance 
Areas
Barry Goldwater High School Region:

Slight declines with most schools stable
Sonoran Foothills and Union Park are projected well
above capacity in 2035
Sonoran Foothills has the most open land for growth
and construction

Projections with no changes based on 2024 Applied Economics demographic report



Summary of potential changes

Potential
Adjustment

I-17 East to Norterra Canyon current boundary between

Sonoran Desert Drive on the north and Dixileta on the south to

Norterra Canyon 

Dixileta at approximately 23  Ave and east to approximately

18  Ave, the canal on the west to Norterra Parkway south to

include homes northeast of W Copperhead Trail now move to

Norterra Canyon

rd

th



Sandra Day O’Connor High School Region:

Enrollment varies by school
Stetson Hills is projected well above capacity in 2035
and has the regions largest boundary that includes
areas of expected growth starting in 5 to 10 years
Las Brisas is the only school projected <50%

Other Attendance 
Areas

Projections with no changes based on 2024 Applied Economics demographic report



Summary of potential changes

Potential
Adjustment

New development, Pinnacle Heights

and surrounding area at 39  Ave and

Pinnacle Peak to Desert Sage,

(currently Paseo Hills)

th

Use 35  Ave on the - east and the

canal/Model Way on the south and

43rd Ave on the west 

th

       to Desert Sage,

      Hillcrest, and Sandra 

      Day O’Connor HS

Slight increases to 

       Desert Sage while 

       Paseo Hills remains 

      relatively steady



Summary of potential changes

Potential
Adjustment

Adjust unpopulated portions of the Stetson

Hills Boundary

Significant residential growth expected

for North Park (south of TSMC)

Will affect future projections

Inspiration Mountain boundary extended

north to the 303 from 51  Avenue to the

Terramar boundary on the west. 

st

Canyon Springs extends south to the 303

Stetson Hills retains east of 51  Ave to I-17 and

north to the 303

st



Summary of potential changes

Potential
Adjustment

Inspiration Mountain needs to

retain room for expected

developments to the north and

Las Brisas is and is projected to

remain <50% capacity. 

North of Happy Valley from 56

Ave on the west to 49  Ave on

the east, north to 55  Ave, Deem

Hills Pkwy (ending at entrance to

Deem Hills Community Park)

move to Las Brisas

th

th

th

This includes a small block

between 51  Ave and 49  Ave,

and Saddlehorn Rd currently

Stetson Hills to Las Brisas

st th



Mountain Ridge High School Region:
Projected steady enrollment through 2035
Copper Creek just<50% in 2035
Might require new schools and attendance
boundaries in 10 years depending on growth to the
north

Deer Valley High School Region:
Low overall enrollment currently with future declines

Highland Lakes remains projected at 84%
capacity

Minor changes to attendance areas would not
balance enrollment over the next 10 years
Committee will continue to look at options but no
changes recommended for 2026-2027

Attendance 
Areas Not Included

Projections with no changes based on 2024 Applied Economics demographic report

Projections with no changes based on 2024 Applied Economics demographic report



Community Feedback
Questions



Engaging the community for informed

decisions in upcoming meetings

February 4 - Committee meets to review

community feedback, finalize recommendation

February 17 - Governing Board Meeting to

preview recommendation

March 10 - Governing Board Meeting for

approval of recommendation

March 11 - August 2026 - Formal notification

and transition planning

Next Steps



Your voice matters in shaping our

community's future and education

Attend upcoming meetings

January 22 - Community Meeting Sandra

Day O‘Connor High School 6:00 PM

January 28 - Community Meeting Barry

Goldwater High School 6:00 PM

Share your thoughts - future@dvusd.org

Stay connected with updates

www.dvusd.org/boundaries 

Parent Updates

School Newsletters

Supe Scoop podcast 

Stay
Involved



future@dvusd.org

Email

dvusd.org/boundaries

dvusd.org/enrollment

dvusd.org/calendars

Website

Contact
For further questions or input, please

reach out


