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Individuals and Societies United States History 

Unit title Unit 7: Great Depression and World War II Unit duration (hours) 16.5 Hours 

Mastering Content and Skills through INQUIRY (Establishing the purpose of the Unit):  What will students learn? 

GA DoE Standards 

SSUSH17 Analyze the causes and consequences of the Great Depression.  
a. Describe the causes, including overproduction, underconsumption, and stock market speculation that led to the stock market crash of 1929 and the Great Depression.  
b. Explain factors (include over-farming and climate) that led to the Dust Bowl and the resulting movement and migration west.  
c. Explain the social and political impact of widespread unemployment that resulted in developments such as Hoovervilles.  
a. Describe Roosevelt’s attempts at relief, recovery, and reform reflected in various New Deal programs.  
b. Explain the passage of the Social Security Act as a part of the second New Deal.  
c. Analyze political challenges to Roosevelt’s leadership and New Deal programs.  
d. Examine how Eleanor Roosevelt changed the role of the First Lady including development of New Deal programs to aid those in need.  
SSUSH18 Evaluate Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal as a response to the Great Depression and compare how governmental programs aided those in need.  
a. Describe Roosevelt’s attempts at relief, recovery, and reform reflected in various New Deal programs. 
 b. Explain the passage of the Social Security Act as a part of the second New Deal. 
 c. Analyze political challenges to Roosevelt’s leadership and New Deal programs. 
 d. Examine how Eleanor Roosevelt changed the role of the First Lady including development of New Deal programs to aid those in need.  
SSUSH19 Examine the origins, major developments, and the domestic impact of World War II, including the growth of the federal government.  
a. Investigate the origins of U.S. involvement in the war including Lend-lease and the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.  
b. Examine the Pacific Theater including the difficulties the U.S. faced in delivering weapons, food, and medical supplies to troops, the Battle of Midway, Manhattan Project and the dropping 
of the atomic bombs.  
c. Examine the European Theater including difficulties the U.S. faced in delivering weapons, food, and medical supplies to troops, D-Day, and the Fall of Berlin.  
d. Investigate the domestic impact of the war including war mobilization, as indicated by rationing, wartime conversion, and the role of women and African Americans or Blacks.  
e. Examine Roosevelt’s use of executive powers including the integration of defense industries and the internment of Japanese-Americans.  
 
 

Published: 1,2026  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 



 
Information Processing Skills: 

1. compare similarities and differences 
3. identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions 
5.identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context 
10. analyze artifacts 
11.draw conclusions and make generalizations  
12. analyze graphs and diagrams 

Map and Globe Skills: 
6.use map key/legend to acquire information from historical, physical, political, resource, product, and economic maps  
7.use a map to explain the impact of geography on historical and current events 
11.compare maps with data sets (charts, tables and graphs), and/or readings to draw conclusions and make generalizations 
 

Literacy Standards: 
L11-12RHSS2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas. 
L11-12RHSS4:  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term over the course of a text 
L11-12WHST1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content 
L11-12WHST2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 
 

Essential Questions 

Factual 
Why did the Great Depression happen in the United States? 
What impact did widespread unemployment have on American society during the Great Depression? 
  
Conceptual 
How did the New Deal program in some ways challenge the beliefs and ideals of the United States? 
How did Eleanor Roosevelt influence society during World War II? 
How did women and African Americans in the United States influence society and the war effort during World War II? 
 
Debatable 
How did the consequences of the Great Depression and New Deal impact American society?How did the consequences of the Great Depression and New Deal impact American society?. How 
did the United States influence the European theater of World War II? b. How did the United States influence the Pacific theater of World War II? 
 
 
 
 

Published: 1,2026  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 



 

Assessment Tasks  

List of common formative and summative assessments. 

Formative Assessment(s): 

Unit 7  Multiple Choice CFA Standard 17 

 

Summative Assessment(s): 

Unit 7 Review Assignment / Book Project Ongoing project aligned to the GSE 
 
Great Depression and WWII Performance Matters Summative Assessment 

Honors Assessment Tasks  

Formative Assessment(s): 

Unit 7  Multiple Choice CFA Standard 17 

Summative Assessment(s): 

Unit 7 Review Assignment / Book Project Ongoing project aligned to the GSE 
 
Great Depression and WWII Performance Matters Summative Assessment 

 

On-Level Learning Experiences 

Objective or Content  Learning Experiences Personalized Learning and Differentiation 

All information included by PLC in the 
differentiation box is the responsibility and 
ownership of the local school to review and 

approve per Board Policy IKB. 

Published: 1,2026  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 



 
SSUSH17 Analyze the causes and 
consequences of the Great Depression.  

Great Depression and New Deal Vocabulary, Study Guide and Documents Individualized instruction (remediation or 
enrichment) will be based on IEPs, Gifted 
and/or 504 documentation. 

SSUSH19 Examine the origins, major 
developments, and the domestic impact of 
World War II, including the growth of the 
federal government.  

World War II Vocabulary, Study Guide, and Documents 
 
New Visions 
DBQ:https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/us-history/1108-world-war-ii
/dbq-decision-drop-bomb/  
 
 
 

Individualized instruction (remediation or 
enrichment) will be based on IEPs, Gifted 
and/or 504 documentation. 

Honors  Learning Experiences 

Objective or Content  Learning Experiences Personalized Learning and Differentiation 

All information included by PLC in the 
differentiation box is the responsibility and 
ownership of the local school to review and 

approve per Board Policy IKB. 

SSUSH17 Analyze the causes and 
consequences of the Great Depression.  

https://billofrightsinstitute.org/lessons/the-new-deal 
 
WWII DBQ  

Individualized instruction (remediation or 
enrichment) will be based on IEPs, Gifted 
and/or 504 documentation. 

 
SSUSH19 Examine the origins, major 
developments, and the domestic impact of 
World War II, including the growth of the 
federal government. 

New Deal Programs DBQ 
 
New Visions 
DBQ:https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/us-history/1108-world-war-ii
/dbq-decision-drop-bomb/ 
 

Individualized instruction (remediation or 
enrichment) will be based on IEPs, Gifted 
and/or 504 documentation. 

 Content Resources 

 
 

 
 

Published: 1,2026  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I0XHx4VVUah4no-vmgq4aZVPKpyyK8e7/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=112125371121333258826&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17vTbBmqwE3ZAEGoxvhXjwNWWPWliF6p2Mm2tp-8Kbdg/edit?usp=sharing
https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/us-history/1108-world-war-ii/dbq-decision-drop-bomb/
https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/us-history/1108-world-war-ii/dbq-decision-drop-bomb/
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/lessons/the-new-deal
https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/us-history/1108-world-war-ii/dbq-decision-drop-bomb/
https://curriculum.newvisions.org/social-studies/course/us-history/1108-world-war-ii/dbq-decision-drop-bomb/


 
On-Level 
This unit has a Museum Box that includes artifacts and documents for SSUSH19. Complete 
the Museum Box Request form to reserve the Museum Box. 
 
RAFT Writing 
 
https://mrbeem.weebly.com/unit-8-great-depression-and-new-deal.html 
Causes of the Great Depression 
 
Great Depression Gallery Walk 
 
Support Resources: 
DOE US History Inspire Site 
US History Milestone Study Guide 
DoE US History Milestone Achievement Level Descriptors for Parents 
US History Student Notes/Text 
Discovery Education Experience (searchable by subject- login required: student Google Email) 
 

Honors 
This unit has a Museum Box that includes artifacts and documents for SSUSH19. Complete 
the Museum Box Request form to reserve the Museum Box. 
 
The Honors students will create a replica of a museum that represents WWI, New Deal 
Programs and WWII. 
 
RAFT Writing 
 
https://mrbeem.weebly.com/unit-8-great-depression-and-new-deal.html 
Causes of the Great Depression Station Activity 
 
Great Depression Museum Activity 

 

Published: 1,2026  Resources, materials, assessments not linked to SGO or unit planner will be reviewed at the local school level. 

https://forms.gle/kC3B5URZWFQyJyMx5
https://mrbeem.weebly.com/unit-8-great-depression-and-new-deal.html
https://inspire.gadoe.org/
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/12385fd1-91e6-410b-b411-1886d61ac50d/1/GM_USHist_StudyGuide.pdf
https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/Milestones/ALD/Parent_Friendly_ALD/GA_Milestones_ALDs_for_Parents-US_History.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZwbXPl4QmmUPm3QxFL1ysh6NsnxnNwymYCSRigxCMlk/edit?usp=drive_link
https://accounts.google.com/o/oauth2/auth/oauthchooseaccount?response_type=code&client_id=642688597753.apps.googleusercontent.com&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fgoogle.discoveryeducation.com%2Foauth2%2Fauthorized&scope=openid%20email%20profile&state=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzUxMiIsImtpZCI6IjIifQ.eyJleHAiOjE2OTI2ODAzOTksImlhdCI6MTY5MjYzNzI5NiwibmJmIjoxNjkyNjM3Mjk2LCJpc3MiOiJvYXV0aDJfY2xpZW50LnNpZ25pbiIsImF1ZCI6Im9hdXRoMl9jbGllbnQuYXV0aG9yaXplZCIsInYiOjIsImJjdiI6MSwidHlwIjowLCJzZXNzaW9uX2lkZW50IjoiU0VGMEI5NkYwMTFGQTQ4N0JCNjZBMTQwNjU5MDQzREU3MEY3Njg0NDBBNEUyODM1RkEwREIzMDlFQzdGOERDOTEiLCJ1ZyI6bnVsbCwic3VidG9rIjoiYmVSdmVoQnMiLCJkYXRhIjp7Im5leHQiOiJodHRwczovL2dvb2dsZS5kaXNjb3ZlcnllZHVjYXRpb24uY29tIiwib2F1dGgyX3R5cGUiOiJnb29nbGUiLCJzc29fZG9udF9hc2tfYWdhaW4iOjB9fQ.QcsCB-VBVgjhvBbRPipOsQflyPznnREAvJZoFBk0vG77ba7yasLHX9J5CwdYq-kA0dlbDTj5zLT_s5JXxXOWAQ&prompt=select_account&nonce=qXG6uMtdJDMckyVQDEuV&service=lso&o2v=1&flowName=GeneralOAuthFlow
https://forms.gle/kC3B5URZWFQyJyMx5
https://mrbeem.weebly.com/unit-8-great-depression-and-new-deal.html
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