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Lesson Overview

★ Meet Your Counselors
★ Graduation Requirements
★ Junior Conferences
★ Post-Secondary Options
★ SchooLinks Tasks

○ Course Planner
○ College Search
○ Work Force Initiative
○ DE Survey
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The SKG Counselors

Dr. Renae Jackson
Last Names - A-Cq
Renae.Jackson@gcpsk12.org

Mrs. Kristine Novelly
Last Names - Cr-Hon
Kristine.Novelly@gcpsk12.org

Mrs. Jackie Hatcher
Last Names - Hoo-Merc
Jackie.Hatcher@gcpsk12.org

Ms. Olivia Young
Last Names - Merd-Sar
Olivia.Young@gcpsk12.org

Mrs. Carissa Adam
Last Names - Sas-Z
Carissa. Adam@gcpsk12.org

mailto:Austin.Wood@gcpsk12.org
mailto:Austin.Wood@gcpsk12.org
mailto:Austin.Wood@gcpsk12.org
mailto:Austin.Wood@gcpsk12.org
mailto:Austin.Wood@gcpsk12.org
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Graduation 
Requirements
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What is a Junior 
Conference?

★ An individual meeting with your counselor
★ A review of your progress towards graduation
★ Brief discussion about options for after graduation
★ Topics to discuss:

○ Your credits and graduation plan
○ Plan for senior year courses
○ Individualized post-secondary options and plans
○ Bring questions you may have!
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Now, let’s schedule your 
Junior Conference!

★ Enter the link for your counselor:
○ bit.ly/RJacksonJR  (Last names A-CQ)
○ bit.ly/NovellyJR  (Last names CR-HON)
○ bit.ly/HatcherJR (Last names HOO-MERC)
○ bit.ly/YoungJR (Last names MERD-SAR)
○ bit.ly/AdamJR (Last names SAS-Z))

Select a time and date for your conference.
★ Set a reminder on your phone or computer NOW for your 

appointment date and time.
★ Use the confirmation email as your pass to come to the 

Counseling Canopy at your scheduled time.

http://bit.ly/JacksonJR
http://bit.ly/NovellyJR
http://bit.ly/HatcherJR
http://bit.ly/YoungJR
http://bit.ly/AdamJR
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Dual Enrollment

★ Opportunity for high school students to earn 
college credit during high school  

★ Public and Private State Colleges Available  
★ Enrolled full-time or part time  
★ Transportation is not provided 
★ Must meet all entry requirements for the 

college Dual Enrollment program (GPA, 
SAT/ACT/Accuplacer Scores, etc.)
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Dual Enrollment

★ If you are interested in taking DE classes next year, you must 
visit the SKG DE website and carefully read the DE 
presentation with your parent/guardian.

★ Follow ALL steps carefully on the checklist. Do not make an 
individual appointment with your counselor until March once 
you have been accepted to the college.

★ If you are not able to start this process independently, you 
may not be ready for DE responsibilities yet.

★ We are here to help you, but you have to be in the driver’s 
seat!

https://seckingerhs.gcpsk12.org/counseling/dual-enrollment
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Post-Secondar
y Options
★ Military
★ Apprenticeships
★ 2 Year/Technical Colleges
★ 4 Year Universities/Colleges
★ Work Force
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Military Options

★ Include full-time and part-time options
★ Requirements: HS diploma, minimum ASVAB scores, citizenship
★ Benefits include free training, college tuition assistance (GI Bill), 

salary, housing, health and dental benefits, travel & vacation time
★ ASVAB will be offered on campus Feb. 17, 2026 - Registration link will 

be shared in the Bytes and on the big screen

https://www.usa.gov/military-requirements
https://www.usa.gov/military-pay-benefits


SLIDESMANIA.COM

What is an 
Apprenticeship?

★ An opportunity to be trained in a specific skilled 
trade at no cost while also being paid

★ Average apprenticeship wage STARTS at $15/hr 
and increases with years of experience

★ The average starting salary after an 
apprenticeship program is $70,000/year

★ Click for major apprenticeship programs in GA
★ Apprenticeship Fact Sheet

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FOB3Xl3y8splIE52nWr05uMTQoc_B2r5/view
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/sites/default/files/Apprenticeship_Fact_Sheet.pdf
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State & Local Workforce 
Development

★ Apprenticeship Finder
★ Atlanta Ironworkers Apprenticeship Program
★ Georgia Power Careers & Training Programs
★ Independent Electrical Contractors 

Apprenticeship
★ Masonry Training Program
★ Mechanical Trades Institute
★ Goodwill of North GA

https://www.apprenticeship.gov/apprenticeship-job-finder
https://ironworkerslocal387.com/apprenticeship/
https://poweringcareers.com/
https://iecatlantaga.org/apprenticeship/
https://iecatlantaga.org/apprenticeship/
https://www.masonrypros.org/masonrytraining-1
https://www.mti-jatt.org/
https://goodwillng.org/training-programs/yes/
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Technical Colleges

★ Offer degree programs, and some 
certificates/diplomas

★ Programs can be 18 months, 2 years, or 4 years
★ Can transfer some credits to a four year university
★ To be admitted, must have HS diploma, no minimum 

GPA requirement; qualifying test scores
★ Affordable option close to home (Gwinnett Tech is 

closest to us)
★ High Demand Careers List

https://www.tcsg.edu/high-demand-career-initiative/hdci-occupations-list/
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HOPE Career Grant

HOPE Career Grants 
may cover the entire 
cost of some 
in-demand career 
programs.

To view all program 
options and learn more 
about the HOPE Career 
Grant, click here.

https://www.tcsg.edu/free-tuition/
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The College 
Admissions Process

What do colleges consider for admissions?
★ Primary Factors:  Rigor of classes, Grades, Test Scores
★ Additional Factors: Extracurricular activities, Essays, 

Letters of Recommendation, Leadership/community 
service

★ More colleges are using the HOLISTIC approach to a 
student - not just academics. 

Research Deadlines 
& Submit 

Applications
Build a College List Take & Send 

ACT/SAT Scores
Consider Financial 
Aid & Scholarships
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How to Build a 
College List

1 or 2 “Safety” Colleges: 
★ Colleges to which you will almost certainly be 

admitted
Some “Match” Colleges:
★ GPA/Test Scores/Other Features look very similar to 

those of recent entering classes
1 or 2 “Reach” Colleges: 
★ Colleges where you meet the criteria for admission 

but may not have the stellar qualifications of most 
first-year students
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What should YOU 
consider?

★Size and diversity of student body  
★Location
★Academic programs
★Campus life — athletics, activities, 
housing
★Graduation and retention rates
★Financial aid and scholarship 
opportunities

Above all, think about where you will 
be the most happy and successful 

in your college life. 

Get a feel of the campus! It can help 
you determine whether that 

particular college is the right place 
for you.

★ Take a campus tour. (Register 
Online)

★ Speak with an admission 
counselor.

★ Ask about financial aid. 
opportunities.

★ Talk to students and faculty. 
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University System of 
Georgia

USG List of schools
USG Search by Major USG High School Requirements:

★ 4 units of English
★ 4 units of mathematics
★ 4 units of science
★ 3 units of social science
★ 2 units of the same foreign 

language, or 2 units of 
American Sign Language, or 
2 units of computer science

https://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/prospective_students/usg_colleges_and_universities
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYTIwN2M0NzktMzJmYS00ZjFkLTgwYzAtMGUyN2YwZjJmNjEyIiwidCI6IjQ3MTFmODc3LWZiM2EtNGYxMS1hYWFiLTNjNDk2ODAwYzIzZCIsImMiOjN9
https://www.usg.edu/student_affairs/assets/student_affairs/documents/Staying_on_Course.pdf
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★ GEORGIA MATCH will show you which of the 22 Technical College System 
of Gerogia and 23 University System of Georgia colleges you are eligible 
to attend based on your academic progress and core GPA

★ Attending college/university in Georgia can be affordable, lead to 
long-term earning potential, and is close to home for almost all Georgia 
students

★ GSFC/GA Futures will mail GEORGIA MATCH letters the first week of 
October to Seniors - we must have your SSN on file for you to receive 
your letter!
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★ Create an account or login to GA Futures to access 
resources and tools related to your matches

★ In your student Dashboard on GA Futures, you can 
choose to "Request Information" from your matched 
schools or "Claim Your Spot"

★ Must still APPLY to the college!
★ Learn more here: Georgia Match

https://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/college-planning/georgia-match/georgia-match/


SLIDESMANIA.COM

Not sure if you should take the SAT or ACT? Take the free SAT VS. ACT Quiz located here: 
https://www.kaptest.com/sat/sat-vs-act  

https://www.kaptest.com/sat/sat-vs-act
https://www.kaptest.com/sat/sat-vs-act
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Financial Aid & 
the FAFSA

★ What is the FAFSA ? The Free 
Application for Federal Student 
Aid

★ When do I apply? Fall of senior 
year (Opens Oct. 1st but may 
change year to year)

★ How? FAFSA.ed.gov - You’ll need 
to register for your FSA ID  first

★ Where can I use the $? Colleges, 
universities, technical colleges

Types of Aid:
★ Grants - Need-based, do not 

need to repay
★ Scholarships - Merit-based, do 

not need to repay 
○ You can fill out FAFSA or GA Student 

Finance App in order to receive HOPE $
★ Work Study - Work on campus to 

help pay tuition
★ Loans - Borrowed money, will 

need to repay

http://fafsa.ed.gov
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.gafutures.org/checs/studentapp
https://www.gafutures.org/checs/studentapp
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Finding Scholarships

★ Seckinger HS Scholarship Bulletin - Local scholarships
★ GCPS Foundation - Student Scholarships
★ Local Organizations
★ National Scholarship Engines: College Board, Scholly, 

FastWeb, etc.
★ Individual Universities
★ GSFC: HOPE / Zell Miller / HOPE Grant / Hope Career 

Grant

https://schools.gcpsk12.org/Page/34802
https://gcps-foundation.org/scholarships/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/hope-zell-miller-scholarships/hope-scholarship/
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HOPE Scholarship/Grant
★ HOPE Scholarship (Covers about 

80-90% of tuition at 2/4 year college in  
GA)
○ Minimum of 3.0 GPA in core classes 
○ Check on GAFutures.org to see how 

much money awarded by each college

★ Zell Miller Scholarship (Covers full 
tuition at 2/4 year college in GA)
○ 3.7 GPA+ in core classes
○ SAT combined score of 1200 in math 

and reading in one sitting or ACT score 
of 26 or higher 

★ HOPE/Zell Miller Grants: 
Students can use these funds at 
technical colleges for career 
certificate or diploma programs; 
no minimum high school GPA.

★ WE MUST HAVE YOUR SOCIAL 
SECURITY NUMBER ON FILE in 
order to receive HOPE funds!
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GA Futures

★ If you haven’t yet, set up 
your account!

★ You can view your HOPE 
GPA here.

★ You can send transcripts 
to GA colleges for free.

★ Again, we MUST have your 
SSN on file for your GA 
Futures info to show!

https://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/
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Additional Resources

★ Check out SKG HS Counseling website  for LOTS of 
information: 
○ College & Career planning
○ Scholarships/Financial Aid
○ How to send transcripts
○ ...and more!

★ Junior Parent Night - Tuesday, January 27th at 
6:30pm
○ Virtual  - see the Bytes for the Teams link!

https://schools.gcpsk12.org/Domain/14906
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Information 
Digestion 

Break!
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SchooLinks
SchooLinks is the one-stop online 

system that provides students with 
college and career planning tools

As you apply to colleges in 12th 
grade, SchooLinks will be your 
system to help manage the 

application process. SchooLinks 
syncs to the Common App and 
allows your high school to send 

documents including transcripts and 
teacher recommendations during 

senior year.



Accessing 
SchooLinks 

• Log on to student portal
• Under Additional 

Resources, Scroll down 
and

    Select “Schoolinks”
• If this is the first time you 

have accessed Schoolinks, 
    you will proceed with the        

onboarding process. Click Here
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Navigating the 
SchooLinks

Course Planner
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SchooLinks Course 
Planner: 
A tool to help you plan and track your high 
school courses and graduation plan

33

Choose 
courses for 

each 
requirement

Submit for 
approval

Select 
Program of 
Study/CTE 
Pathway
(optional)

★ In 8th period, you will receive more information about 
registering for your classes and electives for next school 
year! This is the time to start thinking about your choices.
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Access Course Planner
1 Click on the “Plan” icon in the left navigation panel then select “Course Planner”.

1

2
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Access Course Planner

2
Review the welcome screen then click “Let’s go.” 

2 Click “Let’s Go” to get started.
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Picking a Pathway - 
OPTIONAL

36

3 Browse Pathways on 
the right side of the 
screen; click a program 
that interests you to 
add it to your plan.

3

Note: this is optional! Not 
all pathways may be 
available at your school. 
To skip this step, just click 
“Continue” in the top right 
corner.
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Reviewing Requirements

4 Requirement 
Bar

● Read a brief description of 
how to meet requirements 
for each graduation 
requirement.

● Click the View requirements 
details link to view the 
sub-requirements.

● Note: This bar will change 
from red to green when the 
requirement has been met.

4
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Selecting Courses
5 Sequence Selector

● Your assigned sequence will 
show in the light blue bar.

6 Course Selector
● Courses that you have already 

completed will be listed already.
● Click Add another course under 

each grade year to select a 
course(s).

● Click the      icon on the course 
card to read the course 
description.

7 Uncheck the checkbox located in the 
green bar in your course selector to 
be able to select courses outside of 
the sequence/subject.

8 Click Continue to move through all subject areas/core requirements. 

5
7

8

6
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Move through each subject area by clicking on the subject icon or the 
“Continue” button.



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Course Plan Summary
9 Core Requirement Rows

● Look for core requirement rows in 
red, this indicates the requirement is 
not yet met or planned for

● Select the pencil icon at the right of 
each row to edit the requirement

10 Grade Level Requirement Columns
● Look for grade level credit 

requirements in red, this indicates 
the number of required credits for 
that grade is not yet met

12 Submit Plan
● Note: you are required to leave a 

note for your counselor if 
submitting with errors (red!)

11 Course Alerts
● Look for course alerts such as 

missing prerequisites or 
corequisites 11 12

10

9
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Drag & Drop (Requirements) 

● You can move any course to a 
requirement it fulfills, including 
taken and planned courses. 

● Requirements available for your 
selected course will highlight in 
blue once you've clicked to drag 
the course tile.

Once on the summary page, you will be able to drag and drop 
courses to move them to other grade levels or requirements they 
might fulfill.
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Drag & Drop (Grade Level) 

● Planned courses can move to 
another grade in the future.

● Taken courses can only be 
moved  within the same grade 
where they were originally taken 
(vertically, between 
requirements).

● Grades available for your 
selected course will highlight in 
blue once you've clicked to drag 
the course tile.

Once on the summary page, you will be able to drag and drop 
courses to move them to other grade levels or requirements they 
might fulfill.
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Final Step: Submit your 
plan!
You did it!
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Take a break! 
Entering the 

home 
stretch!
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Today you will complete the following tasks in SchooLinks: 

★ Complete a College Search in Schoolinks & favorite 3-5 
colleges.

★ Research at least one state/local workforce 
development initiative 

★ Complete Dual Enrollment Survey for 11th Grade Dual 
Enrollment details

Tasks to Complete



Today’s Tasks  plus the Course Planner!
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TASK 1: School Search + 
Saving 3 Favorite Schools
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1. Click Colleges in the side navigation bar, then select School Search.



SLIDESMANIA.COM

2.   Use Filters to narrow your search. 
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3.   Use the Search Bar to search for a school or program directly or to 
add/change the default state filter.

*Note: searching for a school directly from the search bar will redirect you to the School 
Profile. Learn more 👉 Overview of a School Profile.

https://support.schoolinks.com/en/articles/10023465-student-overview-of-a-school-profile
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4. Use View Options to change the layout and displayed schools: List view, Map view, or Split view . 
The map automatically updates the displayed schools as you move/zoom, up to 500 schools at a 
time). Hover over a school icon to preview the name and graduation rate.
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5. Favorite at least THREE  Schools by clicking the “heart” in the upper corner.
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See examples below of 3 - 5 Saved Colleges:   

Example #1

Example #2

Example #3
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Ensure your Favorites & Lists has at least 3 
schools.

1 2 3

4
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TASK 2: Workforce Development 
Survey
Go to Tasks in March 2026 and select Start

★ Complete the 3 questions on the Workforce 
Development Survey in your “Tasks” list. 



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Workforce Development Presentation
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TASK 3: ACCESS DE Information and complete 
Survey
Access your To-Do List and go to January 2026 and Select Start
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DUAL ENROLLMENT TASK STEPS
Open the Dual Enrollment Flyer and Link
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DUAL ENROLLMENT TASK STEPS
Complete the DE Survey: Once you have opened the flyer, you can 
access the survey. Click “Start Survey” at the bottom of the page.

Thank you for your 
time and attention 

today!


