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My word that I think describes me best is perseverance. Perseverance: The continued 

effort to accomplish something despite difficulties, failure, or opposition. I love to play football, 

I’ve been playing since I was 5 years old and have continued to play each year since. But as I got 

older people get hurt or things just happen. We all felt the effects of Covid 19 and I wasn’t able 

to play football that year because of it. Two years after that I broke my collarbone two times and 

I only ended up playing two games that year. The very next year as I was getting ready to play 

high school football I was diagnosed with Ewing Sarcoma, a type of bone cancer. So I wasn’t 

able to play that year either but I was able to persevere through all of that to be able to play 

today. 

 

The year Covid 19 hit I was devastated. The year before that our football team had made 

it to Florida and we were hoping to do a 2-peat that very next year but the season got canceled 

for everyone. That year most of the core group of people I was playing with split up and we all 

were on different teams the next year. So I wasn’t able to play with them after playing with them 

for five years. During Covid I gained like 10 pounds of fat and had a hard time getting back in 

shape to play football. Despite all of that I decided to persevere and push through and won MVP 

for my league and we were league champions. I turned what I thought was going to be a horrible 

year into a great one by just deciding to push through and better myself.  
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My 13u year I thought it was going to be great. I had just started playing with a new team 

and we were looking really good. It was the best team I would play on at the time and we were 

ranked #3 in California. As the summer practices go on I’m having a ton of fun and I started both 

ways. Our very first scrimmage the week before the first game I broke my collarbone on the 

fourth play. I was very devastated as I thought I was going to have a breakout year and do very 

well. I did rehab and physical training to get back ready to play. I was able to play 2 games and 

we did very well. We won 48 - 6 and 20 - 0. I played very well scoring two touchdowns in both 

games. The next practice I broke my collarbone and was out for the season. It turns out I didn’t 

let it heal all the way and it didn’t grow back fully. During that time I wasn’t sure if I should 

continue playing football or not but I still decided to play. I was able to persevere through that 

and got back, having a lot of fun going to school and working out every day.  

 

At the start of 2023 I was getting to start practicing with the Orange Lutheran football 

coaches and was already enrolled. I was so happy I was going to be a freshman playing football 

at Olu that fall. About 2 weeks I was scheduled to do my placement tests I decided to go in and 

get chest x-rays for a pain I was having. I was told to go to the emergency room and was there 

for 10 nights and 11 days. After many tests done I was told I had Ewing Sarcoma, one big mass 

in my lungs and another small lesion in my foot. The 11 days went by so fast and at the time it 

didn’t feel real, I went through my first round of chemotherapy during it but I was so drugged up 

I couldn’t even tell. The whole year of 2023 was the worst year of my life. I was forced to endure 

17 rounds of chemotherapy and over 50 radiation treatments to my foot and lungs. I got surgery 

on my foot to remove the tumor and had to relearn how to walk again. I ended up losing all of 
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my hair and lost all of my self confidence. I wasn’t able to work out or play football and watched 

my body deteriorate. I definitely thought I wasn’t going to be able to play football ever again. 

Thankfully due to my amazing doctors and oncologists I was declared in remission in January. 

Since then I’ve only focused on getting back in shape and getting better at football. Due to the 

amazing staff at Orange Lutheran I was able to defer my enrollment to Olu the next year and 

here I am. Ready to make the most out of my highschool years at Orange Lutheran. Perseverance 

is something anyone could accomplish , you just have to decide to push through and you will see 

light at the end of the tunnel. 2 Chronicles 15:7. 7 But as for you, be strong and do not give up, 

for your work will be rewarded.” 


