Minutes of the Suffield Economic Development Commission
Regular Meeting
January 15, 2026

Members Present: Gayle Demko — Chair, Maria Silvestri, John McGuire, Bob Kelly, Roger Murray, Jeff
Girard

Also Present: Chad Kuzontkoski — Economic Development Specialist, Kathy Dunai — Board of
Selectmen, Ellie Binns — Administrative Assistant

1. Gayle Demko called the meeting to order at 8:30 A.M.
2. Public Input - None
3. Sunrise Park Entrance Presentation

Mr. Kuzontkoski distributed the packet of information regarding the entrance to Sunrise Park that had
been presented to the Conservation Commission for their input at their meeting on January 14", The
packet included pictures of the current entrance and the area, as well as samples of other signage and
entry ways that might be appropriate. Landscape Architect, Thomas Elmore of Elmore Design
Collaborative, LLC. has been working with the EDC and the Conservation Commission to update the
entrance to Sunrise Park with safety and visibility as priorities. He designed three alternatives which
were submitted for review and discussion. The next step is for the Town Consulting Engineer, Dana
Steele of J.R. Russo & Associates to review the designs and associate some cost estimates. The
Connecticut Department of Transportation will also need to review and approve any changes that effect
the encroachment onto route 168 which is a state highway.

4, Commission Projects Update

Ms. Demko reviewed the list of Commission projects and noted that Mr. Kuzontkoski will keep in mind
the Town doing wetland delineation on properties in the industrial zone if that would make them more
attractive to buyers. There was discussion about locating a dog park on the eastern portion of Stony
Brook Park and the need for an estimate for a driven point for water which has been requested from a
local well service company. Ms. Dunai offered suggestions for improvements to the south green based on
her work running the Farmers Market and participating in the other events on the green over the years.
There was discussion on putting in more sidewalk, and paths and grading the area, especially to make it
ADA compliant and level. There was also discussion about adding more parking at the southern part.
Since shade is an important consideration, it was suggested that a tree warden look at the existing trees
and make recommendations. Mr. Kuzontkoski will contact some local companies about the feasibility of
doing grading and improvements. The EDC would like to come up with some associated costs to apply
for grants. Ms. Silvestri has offered to help with grant applications. Mr. Kuzontkoski distributed a mock
up of the tear off map that he has been working on and asked members to make him awarechad of
corrections or additions soon. He is also submitting “Spot Light on Economic Development” monthly to
the Suffield Observer, as well as having it on the Town website. There was also discussion of the bike
trail in West Suffield and how to make it more prominent, possibly with signage and events.



Mr. Kuzontkoski noted that there is a restaurant promotion going on through April 1% where people can { ™
send their receipts in from two restaurants to be entered into a drawing to win a gift card to a local !
restaurant of their choice.

5. Minutes — December 18, 2025 Regular Meeting

Mr. McGuire moved acceptance of the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Girard
and approved unanimously.

6. EDC Projects Report — Chad Kuzontkoski
Mr. Kuzontkoski distributed his written report which summarized the activities in the Light Industrial,
Commercial and Town Center Village District zones for the month, noting that the Suffield Hardware
addition project is underway which was in part financed by the EDC TIF grant. He also noted that the

North Central Chamber of Commerce is looking for a new place to hold its annual Home Show in the
spring and the Suffield High School might be a possibility.

7. Adjournment

With nothing further to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 9:50 am.

Respectfully submitted,
Ellie Binns Recording Secretary
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