
 

Middle School & High School English Language Arts 
Instructional Materials Publisher Presentations 

Session Two 
December 4, 2025 

 
Facilitator: Julie Lorenzo, Instructional Materials Manager & Lidia Camp, Coordinator, Literacy 6-12  
 

Minutes: Leann Campbell, Instructional Materials Specialist & Laura Ochoa, Specialist II  

Attendees: Theresa Sweigart, Jennifer Brown, Candida Harris, Jean Mason, Yanet Rodriguez, 

Maureen Nassau, Holly Kennedy, Stephanie Cashion, Nicole Paller, Dr. Lisa Freund, Elizabeth 

Alvarez, George Coombs, Shana Secory, Marina Meehan, Allison Hache, Stacy Smith, Jennifer 

Lazar, Kimberly Lonergan & Amber Hinkel 

Opening Comments: 

• Welcome / Introductions 

• Julie Lorenzo opened the meeting. She welcomed everyone and went over the agenda for the 
day. 

• Reviewed meeting protocols. 

• Julie Lorenzo reviewed more about the importance of the publisher’s presentation to the 
adoption process. 

• Lidia Camp introduced the materials that were available for review prior to the presentations. 

• Purpose of the meeting: Publisher Presentations  
 

Publisher Presentation: McGraw Hill LLC StudySync  

Student Achievement & Impact 
• Increases in all grades each year 
• +11% increase in proficiency 

 
Curriculum & Instructional Resources 

• Focus on science of reading, cross-curricular connections, background knowledge, and fluency 
• Two FAST reading quizzes & BEST writing included in every core unit 
• End-of-unit assessments revised for FAST & BEST 
• Full-length practice tests 
• Artificial intelligence mini-unit 
• Ever-growing literature collection—titles added continuously, none removed 
• Six units included in the student textbook 
• 33% of B.E.S.T. texts embedded in core units 



 

• 100% aligned to BEST standards 
• Options for print and digital formats for student and teacher editions 
• Student editions available as consumable or hardbound 
• FL state test prep book available in consumable or digital format 

 
Pathways & Unit Design 

• “Pick Your Pathway” feature: 
1. Core Units (Grades 6–12): 2 FAST reading quizzes & BEST writing 
2. Novel Studies 
3. Create Your Own Unit 

• Grade 6–10 core units include: 
o 2 FAST reading quizzes 
o BEST writing prompt 
o End-of-unit assessment 

• Teachers can guide whole group, small group, or individual instruction 
 
Digital Reading & Novel Support 

• eBook collection with 500 digital novel choices 
• Print novel options also included 
• Teachers can view student annotations within digital novels 
• Every novel includes a trailer to build background knowledge 
• StudySync app works without internet connection 
• Audio and annotation tools available for texts 
• In-program glossary includes terms, meaning, and picture 
• All videos are proprietary to McGraw Hill; no external video access 

 
Digital Platform, Integration & Tools 

• StudySync integrates with CANVAS, Clever, and Google 
• Data follows students as they move through grade levels 
• Auto-grading features 
• Teachers can filter lessons by skill, keyword, or instructional goal 
• Teachers can create customized units for reteaching and mastery 
• Scaffolds are available for all students, in multiple languages 
• Instructors have access to all grade levels (6–12) 

 
Assessment, Data & Monitoring 

• Readiness screener provides snapshot of student preparedness 
• Benchmark assessments track standards-aligned progress 
• Live monitoring test group shows screen time and whether students are stalled 
• Turnitin plagiarism/AI checker available for StudySync prompts 
• Live data available as students work 



 

• Customized implementation support (district level) 
 
Writing Support & Feedback Tools 

• WritePrecise: logic-based system providing student feedback (StudySync prompts only) 
• Writing feedback loop includes: 

o Anonymous peer review 
o Integrated essay assistant 
o Turnitin-enabled plagiarism checker 
o AI checking 
o Teacher feedback 

Q&A: 
What vocabulary support exists at the high school level other than matching and looking on the 
library tab? 
A. We appreciate that feedback, we understand that it is important for a vocabulary guide at the high 
school level. I can take that back to our team. You can go to the library to search for more vocabulary 
lessons for 10th grade.  
 
You mentioned Turnitin is available, but is it only for grades 9th-12th or does Middle School have it as 
well?  
A. Yes, grades 6-12 have access to Turnitin within the built-in program 
 
You mentioned the FAST Test Prep there are new sources, can you please tell me what is new, 
because we have that currently. 
A. The welcome back packet explains what is already within the current adoption and it will show all 
additional resources that have been added to the adoption. The FAST test prep materials have not been 
updated.  
 
Are the student workbooks available in separate individual units or do you all only offer one large 
book? 
A. It is only available as one large textbook with all 6 units. 
 
Is there a Lexile program for the students as an assessment?  
A. Not currently, but I can take that back to our team and look into that. 
 
I noticed you updated the First-Read question stems to reflect FAST, but I would’ve loved to see the 
questions updated to match our current standards, can you explain why or is that something to be 
fixed? 
A. I can take that back to our team and look how we can implement that in the program. We will follow 
up with Mrs. Lorenzo 
 
 



 

With the capabilities of the scaffolds, can you do that on the smartboard? 
A. Yes, the all-in-one platform works with a smartboard. The platform has tools and resources available 
to use on a smartboard. The scaffolding interaction is compatible with a smartboard, also able to 
“freeze” pages on a smartboard. 

 
Can you explain to me how the units were formulated, on what basis, or what they were thinking? 
A. I don’t have the exact answer, when we built the program with StudySync, we used feedback from 
teachers in middle and high school to pick themes for each unit and customized it for Florida 
 
Regarding the BLAST Building Background knowledge is that something added to a lot of different 
texts or just one? 
A. Every unit has a background blast, at the beginning of the unit. 
 
Regarding the eLibrary is there an ability for us to monitor or get notifications when new titles are 
added? 
A. We will work with the district if we need to make changes to the available texts. Also, I send out 
updates to Lidia to share with school staff. 
 
Is there a Microsoft version or just Google docs for student responses? 
A. I will take that back and ask. 
 
Are your videos able to download or be embedded and do your videos have captions that are 
translatable? 
A. Yes, we do have captions for the videos. I am not too familiar with MyViewBoard, but they are 
compatible with CANVAS. I can follow up on that. 
 
Are there any directions on how to create a new unit in the literature you gave the committee? 
A. I can follow up with a video. (Presenter showed the group an example of how to create a new unit) 
Teachers are able to share the unit with the school and the entire district. 
 
Writing and WritePrecise: if we upload a different prompt, will we get the same support as we do 
with the StudySync prompts? 
A. No. WritePrecise support and Turnitin will only work on StudySync prompts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Publisher Presentation: Savvas Florida MyPerspectives  
 
Curriculum & Resource Design 

• Teaching to the benchmarks and clarifications; supporting learners; assessing with a FAST 
mindset 

• Targeted standards-aligned instruction 
• Every unit built around a theme to support grade-level content and build background knowledge 

using cross-curricular texts 
• Every unit anchored around an essential question 
• Every unit includes a performance-based assessment for writing practice 
• Selections chosen for authenticity and student interest 
• DOK-aligned prompts, tasks, and questions 
• Library of editable BEST Standards worksheets 
• Includes book club and novel reading guides 
• BEST Sample Texts Companion (consumable & online) 

o Contains resources for teaching benchmarks using BEST sample book list titles 
• Embedded grammar lessons 
• Hook & Inspire videos, games, and digital resources (teacher-assigned) 

 
Instructional Routines & Learning Structures 

• Instructional routine includes: 
o Whole group overview of unit 
o Peer group learning 
o Independent learning 
o Assessment 

• Whole class, peer group, and independent learning are color-coded for easy identification 
• Instructors control assignments; students cannot access texts unless assigned 

 
Digital Platform & Technology Integration 

• Seamless digital student experience; platform saves in real time 
• CANVAS integration 
• Highlighting in digital text translates into 100+ languages; audio features included 
• Editable curriculum maps, daily lesson plans, and lesson slides (PowerPoint, Google Slides, 

MyViewBoard) 
• SAVVAS "Hook & Inspire" digital resources (teacher-assigned only) 

 
ELL Support 

• Texts aligned with WIDA levels 
• Four new tools for ELL students: 

1. Language Coach 
2. eText Translation Tool (hover/translate into 100+ languages) 



 

3. Language Support Lessons 
4. Language Lab (instruction linked to unit content) 

• Newcomer Skills Development Guide for students with very limited English 
 
Assessments & Writing Support 

• Assessments can be copied, edited, and customized by teachers 
• Exit tickets available in print and digital 
• Essay rubrics aligned with BEST 
• Writing prompts: 

o 50+ text-based prompts 
o Create-your-own 
o BEST-aligned prompts 

• SAVVY Writer: 
o Multiple BEST-aligned writing prompts 
o AI feedback and support videos 

• Option to assign graphic organizers 
• Split-screen feature for essay + organizer view 

 
Data & Progress Monitoring 

• Student analysis feature allows teachers to view responses and assign additional practice 
• Year-round data visibility to monitor progress 
• FAST test prep consumable workbook replaced annually during the adoption 

 
Professional Development 

• Embedded professional development 
• Virtual and in-person training options 
• 24/7 Savvas Help availability 

 
Q&A: 
How does the language lab that goes with each text help students with benchmarks? It seems to only 
get at the language of the benchmark, but not application of the benchmark. Are there no scaffolds 
with the language application? 
A.It is designed to work with the text. It is a scaffold to understanding the benchmark. Use with 
Language Support lessons. Teachers could use reteach and practice lessons prior to the grade level 
instruction 
 
Teacher & Student Edition: there lots of points for teacher talk but I don’t see the middle part of the 
gradual release – am I missing that or is that middle piece (We Do) in every part? 
A. Not every question in the student edition is intended to be independent learning. They can be used in 
any manner that you would like to use them. Questions designed for independent practice can be used 



 

for the We Do segment. Suggestions in the columns of the TE can be used for Gradual Release; however, 
it is designed for differentiation, not scaffolding. 
 
Can you walk me through the outline how the peer-group or whole-class learning is taught in the 
classroom, is that all at the same time? 
A. Pacing guides give you a general idea of how to use the differentiated learning groups throughout the 
unit and how many days you should be on each unit. Each learning group is color coded and pacing 
guides are available at the bottom of teacher edition.   
 
Are these units meant to be followed, or can a teacher skip around? 
A. The units are meant to be followed in order.  

 
CANVAS Questions:  
Is there an ability for us to test the LPI in our Test? 
A.Yes 
 
If a teacher builds a resource, can it be shared with a long-term sub or is it a login specific where it will 
link to lesson if not my class? 
A.Yes. Also, we have a fully developed curriculum guide with links that are accessible for substitutes 
(long term subs, etc.) 
 
The video links - where do they link to? 
A.Youtube and other sites external sites.  
 
Can I export the instructional slides? 
A. Videos- Yes, you can export them 
 
AI Writing feedback – What support exists?  

A. Grammar & other feedback 
 
Are BEST texts incorporated in the Units?  

A. Somewhat. The BEST Sample Companion is where the texts lie in print and digital 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Closing Remarks 

Julie explained the process of the next steps:  

• Reminded everyone that we must follow the Sunshine Law and Guidelines   

• District teachers will have the opportunity to give their input on the materials being 

considered through a survey that we sent out 

Lidia and Julie thanked the group for their time and commitment in selecting the best possible 

materials for our teachers and students.  

• Next meetings:  

MS – January 9, 2025 

HS – January 15, 2025 

 

 


