Collier County
/ Public Schools

K-5 Elementary English Language Arts
Instructional Materials Publisher Presentations
Session Two
December 3, 2025

Facilitator: Julie Lorenzo, Instructional Materials Manager & Colleen Fletcher, Coordinator, Literacy K-5

Minutes: Leann Campbell, Instructional Materials Specialist & Laura Ochoa, Specialist Il

Attendees: Lou D’Amico, Mary Polizzotto, Susan Edgerton, Chelsea Geroy, Rachael Cordeiro,
Stacey Lehner, Theresa Golden, Salena Denton, Nico Colon, Alyssa Ledbetter (Senior Executive
Director), Christine Duda, Bejal Mistry, Amber Hinkel & Frank Diaz

Opening Comments:

Welcome / Introductions

Julie Lorenzo opened the meeting. She welcomed everyone and went over the agenda
for the day.

Reviewed meeting protocols.

Julie Lorenzo reviewed more about the importance of the publisher’s presentation to
the adoption process.

Colleen Fletcher introduced the materials that were available for review prior to the
presentations.

Purpose of the meeting: Publisher Presentations

Publisher Presentation: Benchmark Education

What are you looking for in instructional materials as an educator?

Group responses:

Alignment to B.E.S.T

ELL instruction support
Promotes love of reading
Text-dependent questions

Text in hand material

Logical progression of instruction
Home to school connections
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Enrichment

Intervention Level

Phonics particularly in primary

More FAST practice

e Met with other districts and made updates based on that feedback
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e Ed Reports- all green

e Science of Reading- 100% score

e 90-minute ePlanner, program pacing guides available for instructors

e Pre-prepared presentations available for instructors

e Written to FL B.E.S.T standards with instruction to meet those standards

e Assessments prepare students for the rigor of the FAST and FL B.E.S.T writing
assessment

e Resources that support all teachers

e eAssessment allows teachers to see data in REAL time and over time

e Program shows instructor which and when each standard is being taught

e 10-unit program, 3-Week Unit, 33 weeks worth of instruction

e Texts are excerpts

e Each unitis focused on a single knowledge strand

e Cross-curricular connections: Includes literary topics, science topics and social studies
topics

e All literary, science, and social studies topics are aligned to FL B.E.S.T standards

e Essential questions: increase in complexity grade level to grade level

e Take a cluster of related strategies and skills and teach it across each unit throughout
the year

e Speaking and listening protocols

e Topic text sets that build knowledge and vocabulary

e Recommended trade book list available in the teacher resource material

e Read Aloud professional guide included

e Novel studies and lessons available- 1 per grade level starting in grade 2

e Knowledge blueprint- graphic organizer to record FL B.E.S.T knowledge & vocabulary

e Tier 2 and Tier 3 words used in speech, text and writing

e Multilingual glossary, available in 10 languages

e Vocabulary practice activities

e Reading scaffolds: strategies that consider the needs of all students
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e eBooks include audio for every title

e Provides teacher guidance and increase subject knowledge

e Integrated EL support materials included- Speak, Think, and Listen Flip Book and
Bookmarks

e Portfolio plus allows teachers to monitor student progress, available for 3-5; FAST style
questions

e Decodable libraries for K-2, texts for instructional groups

e FLB.E.S.T Knowledge Building Library

e Monitoring Data allows teachers to group students based on reading level

e Interactive eBooks, supports all learners at school and home

e Writing lessons for FL B.E.S.T success grades 2-5, 16 weeks of writing instruction

e Practice for FL B.E.S.T writing assessment, Al grading assistant grades the practice
writing

e Culminating Project- short, focused research project

e Built-in professional development

e Foundational skills- systematic, sequential, professional development support with
Wiley Blevins videos

e Handwriting- manuscript K-2 and cursive 2 and above

e Spelling Rules and Phonics Generalizations- pocket chart with letter cards to build
words, magnetic letter tiles

e High-frequency words- orthographic mapping routine

e Intensive phonological awareness available for grades K-5

e Partnership with AMIRA

e Dyslexia Screener- progress monitoring

e K-2:3 decodable titles available for each week

e All consumables are replaced every year

e Text for close reading materials available in 2 languages: English & Spanish

e eAssessment reports provide recommendation for reading support

e MTSS tier 2 support built-in program
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Q&A:

For the ELL students, are the assessments translated or provide support?
A. No, students will be practicing for the actual assessment where they don’t have that built-in
translation support within the testing program.

Is there support provided for teachers to fluidly teach lessons that are pre-planned by
publisher? Such as small group instruction, etc.

A. After the weekly assessment, students will be grouped based on level to provide best
instructional lessons based on level.

Are the prebuilt PowerPoints/teacher resources downloadable?
A. Yes, they are.

eBooks, audio, assessments, and online resources is there an LTI integration does it work with
CANVAS LMS
A. Yes.

Writing Al grader- Does it grade/break it down through structure or go through rubrics?
A. It grades based on a rubric.

During our in-service training week, we have over 1200 Elem teachers. How many people can
you facilitate during in-person training week?

A. We are fully staffed and able to provide in-person training at any capacity. Able to train the
trainers (coaches, coordinators, etc.)

Controversial content? Is the content clear of any controversial content?
A. Rewrote program to meet FL DOE guidelines. Could not be on the FLDOE list of adoption
unless we made the corrections they requested.

You have a lot of resources for FL B.E.S.T, do you have similar resources for STAR for K-2?
A. We do not STAR prep but we are laying the foundation for the FL B.E.S.T. test prep.
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Publisher Presentation: McGraw Hill LLC

e Aligned to FL B.E.S.T standards

e Foundational skills, assessment and analysis, and building knowledge & comprehension
skills

e Foundational skills explicit and systematic

e PA skills include substitution and categorization

e Print and Digital Resources include, Teacher’s Edition, ELL guide, instructional routines
handbook, Literature big book, reading/writing companion, FAST/BEST test prep
workbook

e Pre-prepared day by day lesson plans by publisher, weekly planner, all lessons done for
the year

e Teachers can assign games

e Weekly printables at the point of use- ELL scaffolds, multiple passages, additional
practice for students

e Built in teacher presentation that allows a seamless instructional pathway

e Teacher dashboard has ready made plans and presentations, digital resources, manage
assignments, data reports, FL B.E.S.T standards, customizable

e Portal app, phone & tablet access available

e Instructional routines handbook outlines more than 50 researched-based routines for
engagement: phoneme blending and segmentation, phonics, spelling, close reading,
read-aloud & more; grounded in gradual release of responsibility

e Daily lesson-level FL B.E.S.T standards, standards are stacked. Spotlight standards and
supporting standards are woven in

e K-2:6to 8 decodables to support the sound-spelling each week, also take home
passages

e Multimodal classroom tools: sound-spelling songs and dances, sound spelling cards,
visual vocabulary cards, high frequency work cards, and sound-spelling workboards

e Each learning level has its own color-coded instructional materials

e Data reporting games/activities available as resources

e Quick and easy oral fluency embedded in the program, oral reading fluency app

e Report tracks fluency performance

e Wonders Adaptive- includes a diagnostic, an online learning system for grades K-5 that
provides an individual pathway for foundational skill instruction and practice. System
focuses on 2 main topics: phonemic awareness, phonics, and natural analysis
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e Knowledge building text sets included for 1%t grade: interactive read aloud, literature big
book, shared read, authentic anchor text, decodable readers, and paired selection

e Vocabulary resources available: interactive games, built in audio support

e Accessing skills along the way. Can track student’s progress throughout the instruction

e Provides Tier 2 support as well as Gifted and Advanced supports

e Built in writing supports (print and digital formats)

e Writer’s notebook is available for grades 2-5 for the technology piece

e Each assessment item tagged to a FL B.E.S.T standard and DOK level

e Online assessment center: customizable, tech-enhanced questions, audio, text to
speech, line reader and auto-grading features.

e Data dashboard organizes student data from online assessments, online rubrics and
grades

e Differentiated small group skill instruction: targeted mini lessons

e Instructional Routine- Days 1-2 Teach, Model, and Guided Practice; Days 3-8 Practice
and Apply using anchor text and paired selection; Days 7-8 Text to Text connection, Days
9-10 integration and culminating task

e Writing: rubrics aligned to FL B.E.S.T writing, grade K-1 extended writing during even
units, response to writing during odd units, interactive writing during each lesson

e Writing: Grades 2-5 can do entire writing process online

e Daily Grammar- auto-graded online

e FAST preparation and practice- aligned to FAST with part A/B, multi-select and table
match

e Center Activity Cards- tied to reading, writing, phonics skills

e Literature library: transfer knowledge of FL B.E.S.T standards, 12 (Kinder has 10) titles
from Appendix B of FLDOE recommended reading list. 6 copies of each title

e Literature library: 4 differentiated reading plans, FL B.E.S.T standards, student activity
pages, embedded ELL

e ELL small group guide material supports, pull-in or pull-out

e Language support includes text summaries & school to home connections

e Newcomer support, support engagement in classroom conversations, high-utility
vocabulary

e Teachers will be ready on day one, self-paced, self-guided overviews, classroom videos,
digital training, online community and coach, suggested lesson plans

e Teachers have access to other grade level texts for differentiation-assigned digitally
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Q&A:

During our in-service training week, we have over 1200 Elem teachers. How many people can
you facilitate during in-person training week?

A. Willing to partner with district to provide professional development at the capacity in-person
but can also build the capacity in-district such as train the trainer models, virtual, etc. Willing to
work with the district to create a plan to make sure everyone is trained properly for the
Wonders program.

For Kindergarten Level do you have a soft start?
A. Yes, smart start. Unit 0, weeks 1-3 will give you a full rundown of the program.

Best Library: You mentioned there are multiple sets of each title, are they also part of a
classroom library?
A. We have 12 titles and 6 copies of each title.

Reading & Companion: How do you ensure that teachers are not grounded in just that text?
A. Follow the scoping sequence, to ensure that the daily instructions flows as intended. The
lesson plan will keep them grounded.

Can you talk about why we would take things away from the core pathway text —is there a
way to lock that in a district level?

A. Core pathways will only take away enrichment as well as practice/review opportunities
within the lesson plan. Unable to lock it down where teachers cannot manipulate the provided
lesson plans.

Online ELL resources — do they come with program?
A. ELL support comes with the program as well as the Newcomer ELL guide. Will have access to
scaffolded lessons, print outs, etc. within the platform.

| want to inquire about the writing piece | saw online - my concern is for new teachers that do
not know how to pull materials - is there a step-by-step guide?

A. There is a teacher’s edition for student writing. A new teacher can pick up the materials and
pretty much “read a script” to teach the lesson.
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Can you download your teacher presentation format or is it only on the platform?
A. It’s only available on the McGraw Hill platform, many resources are available in PDF format
so an instructor can download the resources.

Are the songs and your engage videos, are those something | can embed or download in
another space — and do they have translatable captions?

A. Looking into being able to embed those song videos in another platform, currently only on
the McGraw Hill platform only. Will check to see if they can translate closed captions.

Interactive games: is there Canvas LTI integration? If | wanted to play a game related to a
Benchmark is there a way to lock the others that aren’t related? If I’'m a 2nd grader, on my
dashboard is an easier game available from Grade Level 1 or only in Grade Level 2?

A. Canvas integration is only for the assessments, not games. Games will be only on the student
platform; the teacher must enable data collection for the game. All educational games will be
on the student dashboard, unable to assign 1 game at a time. Games will practice skills but look
and grade level content will be different.

What process have you used or had any concerns of any of the text in alignment with FAST?
A. FAST prep has been designed around the FL program specifications & guidelines.

Alignment to Benchmarks — unit 4 for fourth grade | was happy to see text structure but the
unit is focused on Cause and Effect which is a 3rd grade Benchmark. Can you explain how it

progresses through the year? | can see if it was review but it’s the full unit. Its only cause &

effect — am | missing something?

A. Spiral nature of Wonders allows vertical support from grade to grade.

Along the same lines, in grade 3, | see that chronology is taught through plot and listed as
author’s craft. Not aligned to the Benchmark.
A. Doug Fisher lists Authors’ Craft as an important element for instruction.

Let’s say you have a 3rd grader at a 1st grade level - Do you have the ability to pull decodable
reading from another level?

A. Yes, able to pull lower-level decodable reading materials from the online library for a student
that is not currently on grade level.
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Are there quizzes that go along with the reading in differentiated readers?
A. There are paired reader response questions in the texts, no quizzes (selection tests).

Discussion:

e Benchmark:
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| like that the same thing ran through the same grade levels

Interdisciplinary theme running through all grade levels, very thoughtful

| like the idea that the website/program was user friendly compared to McGraw
Hill

It was specific to Florida

Very systematic. You get to build the knowledge background prior to going into
the next lesson. The background knowledge is much needed for ELL and ESE
students

Felt like FL Benchmarks are much more accurate compared to Wonders
Tight alignment to Benchmarks

The knowledge blueprint moves fluidly within the lessons

The difference between the decodables for Wonders and Benchmarks are
significant

Sight words specifically

The decodables are going to lack comprehension

Benchmark has nonfiction decodables which are outstanding

More linear to the overall goal

| appreciate novel studies and lessons attached to them

TE is simplified and more facing to the Benchmark

Support staff (ESE, ELL, Coaches, etc.) know the topic for the entire school

All uniform, same knowledge/themes

The scaffold being specific to each lesson and not random

Will have to push classroom material management and how it will look in the
classroom

Like that it is small, more compact and the at-home activities

Scaffold for light, moderate, substantial support specific to each lesson

Love that they are readily available to provide in-person training and more
professional development opportunities for teachers
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Wonders:

Felt like there were many inaccuracies

Benchmarks are all over the place. Not accurate for grade level (e.i. 4" grade
Benchmarks). Author’s craft question and response was not correct- author’s
craft doesn’t begin until 7t" grade

Online platform is not as user-friendly. Okay to navigate but definitely more
complicated

Presenter has to scroll up and down

Decodables in Kinder have more words than Benchmark

More words that focused on the skill

Print materials are a bit overwhelming, slightly confusing for teachers to navigate
If using guided instruction teachers would be flipping pages to find the
Benchmark they are teaching

Good ELL support

Wouldn’t recommend for a new teacher

The games not being lockable was a concern — we’re trying to move away from
online

Seemed like everything was only available online

Every video shown from the presentations had the students reading from the
screens and it felt like a no, no

McGraw Hill games were all online — center cards were generic; it wasn’t with
the text they read, the cards were more like cards they could use for the whole
school year

Did not like that in-person training and professional development would be
offered at a smaller capacity such as virtual train-the-trainer. Grades 2-5 being
source based

Today’s Learners « Tomorrow’s Leaders

5775 Osceola Trail | Naples, Florida 34109 | p: 239.377.0001 | f: 239.377.0181

e: info@collierschools.com | www.collierschools.com



Collier County
/ Public Schools

Closing Remarks
Julie explained the process of the next steps:

e Reminded everyone that we must follow the Sunshine Law and Guidelines
e District teachers will have the opportunity to give their input on the materials being
considered through a survey that we sent out

Colleen and Julie thanked the group for their time and commitment in selecting the best
possible materials for our teachers and students.

e Next meeting is January 7, 2026
e Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
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