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A Message from Mrs. Kelly

Happy New Year and Welcome Back! I hope you all enjoyed a

restful winter recess and had the chance to celebrate the holidays

with loved ones. It's wonderful to see our hallways filled with

energy and excitement once again as we begin the new year

together.

As we step into 2026, many of us are thinking about fresh starts and new goals. I encourage our

students to set their own resolutions, whether it's reading more books, trying a new activity, or

being a better friend. Small steps can lead to big growth, and we're here to support them every step

of the way.

The spring season is always one of our busiest and most rewarding times of year. In the coming

months, students will participate in important assessments that help us understand their progress

and tailor our instruction to meet their needs. We also have exciting field trips on the horizon that

will bring learning to life beyond our classroom walls. Additionally, our staff is already hard at work

planning memorable end-of-year activities and celebrations that our students will cherish.

As always, thank you for your continued partnership and support in your child's school experience.

Important Arrival / Parking Update

We kindly ask that families refrain from parking in parking spots during morning arrival times. Our

teachers and staff need access to these spaces so they can arrive on time and be fully prepared to

welcome your children each morning. Families are encouraged to use our kiss-and-go arrival

procedure for drop-off, or you may park on nearby neighborhood streets and walk your student(s)

to the building. As a reminder, Door #9 is also available for student arrival—you can park on Invar

Place for convenient access to this entrance. We appreciate your cooperation in helping us ensure

a smooth start to every school day. Thank you for your understanding and support!

Wearable Electronic Devices

As we work to maintain a focused and highly engaging academic

environment, this is an important reminder regarding wearable

smart devices (like smartwatches) and the use of all personal

electronic devices in school.

Our district policy, MARSD SmartPhone/Mobile Device Policy #5516.02, applies to all personal

devices, including smartwatches, to reduce distractions and promote face-to-face interactions. For



our elementary students, please remember personal smart devices and smartwatches must be

kept in your child's backpack or school bag at all times.

Need to Communicate? If a student needs to contact a parent or guardian during the school day,

they may come to the main office with staff permission to use a school phone.

We appreciate your partnership in supporting a distraction-free environment that prioritizes

academic engagement and student well-being. You can review the full policy (#5516.02) on the

district website for complete details.

Keeping Students Healthy and Learning: When to Stay Home

The cold and flu season is here. We know how important it is for your child to be in school to

learn, but it is just as important to keep our school community healthy.

A fever (100.4°F or higher)

Vomiting or diarrhea

Flu-like symptoms (body aches, chills, fatigue)

Students may return to school when they are fever-free for 24 hours (without using fever-reducing

medicine), when vomiting/diarrhea has not occurred in 24 hours and/or 24 hours after antibiotics

are started.

Attendance is vital for academic success, but so is good health. Thank you for partnering with us

to keep our classrooms a safe and healthy learning environment for everyone.

Dress for Success

We go outside whenever weather permits, as fresh air and physical activity are important parts of

our daily routine. As temperatures remain cool this season, please ensure your child comes to

school prepared for outdoor recess each day.

Students should arrive at school dressed in regular daytime clothing. Pajamas, slippers, and

sleepwear should only be worn on designated spirit days when we specifically invite pajama attire.

This helps maintain our learning environment and ensures students are ready for an active day of

learning

Redistricting Scenario

This week, Mrs. Perez, Superintendent of Schools, shared communication regarding the

redistricting scenario. You can find a copy of the communication here. Positive and productive

feedback is welcome. See the steps below to submit your feedback:

If you have a comment about the map, the school zones, or the scenario, you can use the

COMMENT feature located on the upper right corner of the map.

If you have a technical question about using the map, you can email info@citygategis.com

If you have general comments or questions, you can email redistrict@marsd.org or complete

the district’s community feedback form.

https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5516.02&id=78c1959a04d748eaa04445dc80646188
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xXyURilRwgPY_3aIw84JJDlBc7Zsd_Or_rOjscQPUVU/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:info@citygategis.com
mailto:redistict@marsd.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScHKkZUiSTHcxuplb3QhLKPKOXlXLIcqJ52Oz8DP6BY6sgnLQ/viewform


Pre-K and Kindergarten registration for the the 2026-2027 school year opens on Thursday, January

15th.

PreK and Kindergarten
(click on flyer for details)

PreK and Kindergarten Spanish
(click on flyer for details)

Winter Activity

Dr. Racioppi, district Physical Therapist, shared a fun activity to

keep kids active in the winter.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10XNeqNmEYi6kRHlVKZB0i3n1dN798ZBO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O3DGp2cTH5X2GkInR5V69VS2GpjjOyta/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HG0lrZ6E2cqHuAVITWXB5eIVUC3OQzIU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HG0lrZ6E2cqHuAVITWXB5eIVUC3OQzIU/view?usp=drive_link


December Students of the Month

Kindness



Kindness Ticket Recipient Recognition - 1/9/26

Congratulations to this week’s Kindness Ticket winners, drawn from this week's collection of

tickets for showing kindness, respect, and positivity in our school community. Thank you for

making our school and our world a better place!

Andra Jay

Mark Preston Daniel



January Dine Out - 2/27/26

click on the flyer for details

3rd Grade Dance

March 27, 2026

Givebacks

Visit the Givebacks website to stay up to date on the PTO, events and fundraisers. Click here to

visit the Givebacks website.

Get Involved

Check out Strathmore's PTO page on the district website, where you can find information on how

to connect. The PTO meets every other month in the Strathmore Library at 7:00 PM. Remaining

meeting dates for the year are February 25, April 8, and June 3.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m9lmrxPaRtt-zG6aafcBBRTSVjBtWy78/view?usp=sharing
https://strathmoreespto.givebacks.com/
https://stes.marsd.org/pto


We are thrilled to announce the details for this year’s highly anticipated Third Grade Annual

Performance! This is a wonderful and memorable event that celebrates our students and their

musical talent.

This year, the third grade will be participating in a spectacular Disney-themed show. Our show is

scheduled for Wednesday, May 20th, at the Matawan Regional High School Auditorium. Details

regarding times and tickets will be shared closer to the event.

3rd Grade Show Letter

3rd Grade Show Letter - Spanish

Submit a Story

Do you have good news to share about a student, staff member, team or club? The district is

always looking for opportunities to share school-community connections! Use this Google Form

to tell us about it. We may feature it in some way on the district's newsletter or social media!

- Monday, January 19: School Closed

- Thursday-Friday, January 29-30: School Store

- Friday, January 30: MP 2 ends

- Monday, February 2: MP3 begins

- Monday, February 2: - Early dismissal (PK-8)

Matawan-Aberdeen Regional
School District

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rF17Xyoj3QMXLDUuhSi0YJ8iOSc-9-docb0kmuBe7Xc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1J55ZcYfiGRCQO95h54HIuktG8DHskJ6HGA9MiP4XAEc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrQm3cKODherEnVr6NJ8b9BsiOArLqPZYtJ4p8L31qKE7pvA/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1160518081318660/user/100090290152999
https://www.twitter.com/MARSDNJ



