
Important Links

District School Calendar, School Hours, Cliffwood Morning Music Requests, Breakfast & Lunch

Menu, PreK, K & New Student Orientation, Welcome Cliffwood Students & Families 25-26

Cliffwood Family Connections 8/6, 8/31, 9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19, 10/26, 11/2,

11/9, 11/16, 11/23, 11/30, 12/7, 12/14, 12/21, 1/4, 1/11

Reminder: There is no school tomorrow as we are closed in

observance of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

We hope everyone is staying safe, warm, and enjoying this snowy

Sunday! Our students had some snowy-day fun in their classrooms.

After reading the classic The Snowy Day, students created beautiful

winter-inspired illustrations, be sure to check them out below!

Our third graders were hard at work participating in a fun and

engaging grammar scavenger hunt, learning to identify adjectives and adverbs in an interactive way.

Please also take a moment to review the School Health Information letter linked below, as it

contains important updates for our families.

In addition, please take a moment to review the updated list of students who earned 100%

attendance for Marking Period 1. We look forward to recognizing these students at our next Board

of Education meeting on Monday, January 26, and hope you can join us.

Enjoy the three-day weekend, and we look forward to welcoming everyone back to school on

Tuesday!

https://www.marsd.org/calendar
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bLulNFrj7VOFcXIMNfTsQcWbNnl4D70eG0b6QDZcd5I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13ZsQBo-JHFYap4WlAlrl7s6zV-OZede-koE4lIkKk-Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGv8qs9z7M/RREiGkq7A1MXaKaUQJV2xQ/view?utm_content=DAGv8qs9z7M&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h9703293ac8
https://youtu.be/GeW_HcG8gUQ?feature=shared
https://secure.smore.com/n/83se7
https://secure.smore.com/n/62qvky
https://secure.smore.com/n/gyb2m
https://secure.smore.com/n/f3avh
https://secure.smore.com/n/ahf40
https://secure.smore.com/n/waf8p-cliffwood-newsletter
https://secure.smore.com/n/1fwvg
https://secure.smore.com/n/aqhw0
https://secure.smore.com/n/pnstu
https://secure.smore.com/n/5bw7z-cliffwood-newsletter
https://secure.smore.com/n/pbywe
https://secure.smore.com/n/8ygc9
https://secure.smore.com/n/zpca4
https://secure.smore.com/n/cdpqb
https://app.smore.com/n/pejws
https://app.smore.com/n/qg3mr
https://app.smore.com/n/eka8v
https://app.smore.com/n/60ks2
https://app.smore.com/n/pe9sjb
https://app.smore.com/n/68rfp


Snow Day Fun in the classroom! Our students designed Winter illustrations inspired by Snowy Day

while practicing fine motor skills!





Mrs. Pappas's and Ms. Coakley's third graders practiced their grammar Skills by going on a

scavenger hunt to identify adjectives and adverbs.

Dear Cliffwood Families,

We appreciate members of our school community reaching out and sharing concerns regarding

reports of active/non-active head lice (Pediculosis). Open communication is essential for

maintaining a healthy and safe school environment, and we take all concerns seriously.

Please be assured that the school followed district health policies and procedures, including

District Policy 8454 – Management of Pediculosis. Additionally, our district is continually working

to enhance communication with families while striking a balance between student privacy and

public health guidance. We value your feedback and recognize that situations like this help

strengthen our communication practices and partnerships with families.

We also recognize that moments like these provide opportunities to educate and inform our

community about both active and non-active cases, as well as best practices for prevention and

treatment. For accurate and helpful information about head lice (Pediculosis), please review the

following resource: Pediculosis Information Letter

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me or our school nurse,

Mrs. Caldwell.

Thank you for your continued partnership and support in keeping our school community healthy.

https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=8454&id=78c1959a04d748eaa04445dc80646188
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-CNv0YjFPKf0hldR_34Trugb6q5iS51LfGoKW3lnAu8/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-CNv0YjFPKf0hldR_34Trugb6q5iS51LfGoKW3lnAu8/edit?tab=t.0


Sincerely,

Christine Cherence, Principal

Congratulations to our students who earned Perfect Attendance for Marking Period 1! We are so

proud of your commitment to being at school every day. Regular attendance plays an important

role in academic success, social-emotional learning, and building strong habits, like being on time,

that set students up for success now and in the future.

We truly could not do this without the support of our families. Strong family–school partnerships

make a meaningful difference in helping students develop positive routines and a love of learning.

These students received a letter home recognizing their achievement and have been invited to the

next Board of Education meeting on Monday, January 26th at 7:00 PM at Cliffwood School, where

they will be recognized for their perfect attendance. We are Cliffwood Proud!



Join us for our second Preschool Parent Workshop, Raising Confident Eaters: End Food Battles.

Open to parents with students currently enrolled in our preschool program. Childcare will be

provided by our High School's National Honor Society. Registration required.

Register HERE.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdBlNuYOis445tbXRZTMm-Mvxo-oxxaTb1khTy6FHZF6F1oRg/viewform?usp=dialog






We’re excited to share that the Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District currently has several

openings, and we would love your help in spreading the word! These are wonderful opportunities to

be part of our district and make a difference in the lives of our outstanding students.

We are looking for:

Substitute School Bus/Van Drivers

Substitute Transportation Assistants

Substitute Classroom Teachers

Substitute Instructional Assistants

Substitute Nurses (Please email smoore@marsd.org)

If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please visit this website to apply: Applitrack.

To apply for Substitute Classroom Teacher and/or Substitute Instructional Assistant positions,

please use this link: ESS

Come join our wonderful district and be part of the team that supports our students each and every

day!

Cliffwood School Website

Instagram: @cliffwood_elementary

Facebook: Cliffwood School PTO Parent Page

The Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act requires that the week beginning with the first Monday in

October of each year be recognized as the Week of Respect in the state of NJ. Students and staff

are encouraged to participate in the Week of Respect!

The 2025-2026 Meal Applications are to be completed electronically this year. This will be done

through Genesis link: Parent Portal.

Families who wish to complete paper applications can request a copy of the application packet.

They will also be available at Back To School Night.

Maschio's is our Food Service Company this school year. Below are POC's for your use as needed.

Lauren Dyer, On-Site Director, ldyer@maschiofood.com, 732-705-5326

Sarah Engst, Area Supervisor, sengst@maschiofood.com

https://www.applitrack.com/marsd/onlineapp/default.aspx?all=1
https://ess.com/apply/
https://cles.marsd.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cliffwood_elementary
https://parents.c1.genesisedu.net/marsd/sis/view?gohome=true
mailto:ldyer@maschiofood.com
mailto:sengst@maschiofood.com




The New Jersey Department of Education recognizes only six allowable reasons for an "excused"

absence; these reasons are listed below.

1. Religious holidays (Each year, the State Board of Education votes on a list of approved

religious holidays for observance upon the written request signed by the parent.).

2. Participation in observance of Veterans Day.

3. Participation in district board of election membership activities.

4. Take Our Children to Work Day.

5. College visit(s), up to three days per school year for students in grades 11 and 12.

6. Closure of a busing school district that prevents a student from having transportation to the

receiving school.

Being present and on-time to school each day is extremely important for students' success and

well-being. School attendance is a powerful predictor of student outcomes; data shows that, when

students are present daily, they learn better and are generally healthier. Attendance matters and

every school day counts!

Cliffwood students will have the chance to shop at the Cliffwood School Store on 1/21 & 1/22. If

you child is shopping please send their money in a labeled envelope or ziploc, please no unlabeled



money. Thank you!

The Cliffwood PTO is already planning some exciting events for the

rest of the school year, and we'd love YOUR help! Whether you have

just a little time to give or want to take on a bigger role, there's a

place for you!

By joining a committee, you can:

-Help plan and organize fun events for our students and families

-Lend a hand during events (set up, run activities, or clean up!)

-Share ideas and talents to make our school community even

stronger

You can choose your level of involvement-every bit of help makes a big difference!

We're looking to create committees for:

-Winter Festival

-3rd Grade End of Year Events

-Fun Day

If you're interested in joining a committee or just want to learn more, please fill out our volunteer

form or reach out to CliffwoodPTO422@gmail.com

Let's make this year amazing, together!

Volunteer Interest Form

The Cliffwood PTO created an email address for all yearbook

photos that they want to share with all families and staff so that

they can send all pictures from events this year or any photos they

take in their classrooms. The email is

CliffwoodYearbook2526@gmail.com.

Be sure to sign up for Box Tops for Education and scan receipts to

earn rewards for Cliffwood School!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScy-PYKClOmuMEwT0DdYf_ZkjFyDv5JnTWxy5K0OOSgaSFlmA/viewform?fbclid=IwVERDUANy8MRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHsAaCzjdhQGX1Tu1OPu-vGyBjbaUgkHtrglf9fcWcvB4F03agQ9FdN6jxgkh_aem_iY6QJ6nu14xN265pUT0nYQ
mailto:CliffwoodYearbook2526@gmail.com


1/19- Martin Luther King Jr Day- School Closed

1/21- PTO Meeting 5:30 in the Cafeteria

1/21 & 1/22- School Store

1/26- Board of Education Meeting at 7:00 PM- Cliffwood Cafeteria

1/28- Candy Bar Fundraiser

Matawan-Aberdeen Regional
School District

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1160518081318660/user/100090290152999
https://www.twitter.com/MARSDNJ

