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Announcer Bio: Catherine Lanham Miller

Catherine Lanham Miller was born in Greensburg, Indiana, the daughter of William Henry and Ethel Ewing
Lanham. She grew up in Greensburg as a fifth-generation descendant of two pioneer families whose ancestors
helped settle the area. She graduated from Greensburg High School in 1934.

Catherine attended Indiana University in Bloomington, where she was a member—and later chapter
president—of the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority. She graduated in 1938 with a Bachelor of Music degree and
went on to teach for three years in the public schools of Evansville, Indiana.

During World War 11, she moved to Washington, D.C., where she worked for the federal government, most
notably with the Office of War Information. There, she contributed to the nationally recognized advertising
campaign, “Careless Talk Costs Lives.”

After the war, Catherine held advertising copywriting positions in New York City with Crowell-Collier’s The
American Magazine and with the Young & Rubicam Advertising Agency.

Following her marriage to Robert Blake Miller, she moved to the Philadelphia area, where they lived for 27
years. During a time when few women balanced professional writing careers with family life, she raised three
children while working full-time as an advertising copywriter for 7V Guide magazine in Radnor,
Pennsylvania, and later as Copy Chief for the Gerald F. Selinger Advertising Agency in Philadelphia.

In 1968, Catherine became a successful freelance journalist. From that point forward, she wrote hundreds of
articles for major national magazines, including Good Housekeeping, Harper's Bazaar, Ladies’ Home
Journal, House Beautiful, and many others.

In 1971, Simon & Schuster published her book How to Say Yes to Life: A Woman's Guide to Beating the
Blahs. Later described by a prestigious editor as a landmark early feminist work, the book resonated with
women who felt the stirrings of the women’s movement but rejected more radical voices. The book received
widespread media attention and helped introduce the word “blahs” into everyday American vocabulary.

In 1972, Catherine became a newspaper columnist with her essay-style column “Beating the Blahs,” which
appeared for a year and a half in the Sunday Philadelphia Inquirer. A later version, “Saying Yes to Life,” was
syndicated nationally in daily newspapers from 1980 through 1985.
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She also became a popular and engaging television guest, making more than 100 appearances on talk shows
across the country, including the widely syndicated Mike Douglas Show. During this time, she also traveled
nationally as a spokesperson for Listerine.

Catherine Lanham Miller was a member of the American Society of Journalists and Authors.

She was the mother of three children: Robert Blake Miller III and Ross Lanham Miller, both of Carson City,
who preceded her in death, and Melissa Ewing Rugge of Santa Barbara, California.

Announcer Bio: Dan Manus

Daniel Manus, known to many as Dan, was born in 1952 to Frank and Barbara Manus.
He graduated from Greensburg High School in 1970 and continued his education at Indiana State
University.

Dan has been married for 52 years to his wife, Denise. He is a proud father and grandfather to a
growing family that includes three daughters—Stacie Martin, Holly Upchurch, and Katie Ross—one
son, Mike Manus, and seven grandchildren.

Before discovering his true calling in public service, Dan worked at Delta Faucet, Woodmen
Accident and Life Insurance, and Meadow Gold Dairy. His passion for serving others ultimately led
him to the Greensburg Police Department, where he graduated from the Indiana Law Enforcement
Academy. During his time as a juvenile officer, he became affectionately known throughout the
community as “Officer Friendly.”

After three years with the police department, Dan transferred to the local fire department, where
he continued extensive training in public safety. He earned numerous state and national
certifications and worked closely with county volunteer firefighters, focusing on training and fire
prevention. In 1997, he received the Ray Bentley Fire Service Award. Over a 21-year career in fire
service, Dan served with distinction as both Fire Captain and Fire Chief.

Following his retirement from the fire department, Dan continued serving the community by
working for 12 years at the local junior high school. He held several roles, including maintenance
worker, custodian, hallway, lunchroom, and bus monitor. Dan cherished every opportunity to
support and encourage students. He later became assistant athletic director, where he took great
pride in coordinating game schedules, officials, and junior high athletic events.
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Determined to make an even greater impact, and encouraged by his family—especially his father, a
former two-term mayor—Dan ran for public office. In 2016, he was elected Mayor. During his term,
Dan built strong relationships with fellow elected officials and business leaders to bring new
opportunities to the community.

Among the accomplishments he cites with pride are the establishment of the Norman Stuart Fire
Station Number Two on South Broadway; major equipment upgrades across city departments;
progress toward expanding the local airport runway; the beginning of construction on a new water
plant; and strong support for the Inclusion Park project at Rebekah Park.

Dan is especially proud of his work with the Stellar Projects Team, which developed a community
vision plan to improve quality of life. While Greensburg was not selected as a Stellar Community, it
was named one of only three finalists. The process brought community leaders together in
unprecedented collaboration, resulting in several completed projects, including an outdoor
amphitheater, the Pirate Park soccer complex, a splash pad and dog park at Rebekah Park,
downtown south-side streetscape improvements, a new digital event sign installed by the Rotary
Club, and continued efforts toward a walking path from downtown to Rebekah Park.

Outside of his professional life, Dan has long been active in the community. He played golf,
participated in men’s softball, served as a Decatur County 4-H Club Leader, coached girls softball
for 17 years, and helped with Daily News Cheer Fund deliveries for many years.

Now retired from public service, Dan enjoys antique adventures with his wife, occasional travel,
and—most importantly—time spent with family.
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