
ENGLISH 3-T, LEVEL 4: AMERICAN STUDIES (W222334) 
 

 

American Studies encourages students to appreciate the richness and diversity of the United 
States by exploring its culture from an interdisciplinary perspective. Through an inquiry-based 
study of American narratives using artifacts (novels, films, poems, primary source documents, 
short stories, and others), American Studies integrates the English and Social Studies 
disciplines. Key questions about the American experience help unify the course by erasing 
disciplinary distinctions between social studies and English, and in attempting to answer these 
key questions, students – and instructors – pursue a larger understanding of what it means to 
be an American. Learning activities include reading, research, composition, reflection, and oral 
presentation, in both individual and collaborative modes. 
 
American Studies is a team-taught, double-period course. Two sections meet together daily in a 
large-group setting for 85 minutes. Students should expect to complete daily homework 
equivalent to two major courses, and as instructors seek to create an integrated experience for 
students, many assessments will be common between the two disciplines. This course fulfills the 
New Trier graduation requirements in both junior English and U.S. History. As in all junior 
English courses, American Studies students are required to complete a junior theme experience, 
an independent research paper focusing on the synthesis of literature and history. 
  
SUMMER READING:  The Invention of Wings, Kidd 
 
I.  FIRST SEMESTER 
   
  Independent Reading:   one work 
 
             Fiction (core) Song of Solomon, Morrison    
        
        Short Stories The American Experience, Current-Garcia 
     Young Goodman Brown and Other Short Stories, Hawthorne 
     Great American Short Stories, ed. Stegner 
     [See Appendix B] 
  
  Poetry (core)   Options — [See Appendix A] 
   
  Non-Fiction: Walden (excerpts), Thoreau (Dover or Signet) 
  Civil Disobedience (Excerpts), Thoreau 
  “Self-Reliance,” Emerson 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass (excerpts) 
 
  Drama   The Laramie Project, Kaufman 
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II.  SECOND SEMESTER 
 
     Independent Reading:   one work 
 
     Fiction (core)  The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald 
                                              
    

(optional) The Awakening, Chopin 
              The Grapes of Wrath, (excerpts) Steinbeck 
     The Jungle, (excerpts) Sinclair 
     My Antonia, Cather 
      
 
       Short Stories  [See Appendix B] 
 
       Poems   [See Appendix A]  
        
      Essays    related to themes of immigration and American Dream 
 
      Drama     The Crucible, Miller 
      
       

Film Resources 
Free Solo 
Glory 
Into the Wild 
The Great Gatsby 
The Life and Times of Harvey Milk 
Reel Injun 

 
SELECTIONS: 
  
A. Poetry:  
 

Title Author Note 
“We Real Cool” Brooks  
"Advice to myself" Erdrich  
"Captivity" Erdrich  
"Indian Boarding School 
Runaways" 

Erdrich  

"Windigo" Erdrich  
“Harlem Sweeties” Hughes  
“Harlem” (A Dream Deferred) Hughes  
“I, Too, Sing America” Hughes  
“I’ve Known Rivers” Hughes  
“Death of a Ball Turret Gunner” Jarrell  
"The New Colossus" Lazurus  

   
 
 
B. Short Stories: 
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Title Author Note 
“The Minister’s Black Veil” Hawthorne  
“Young Goodman Brown” Hawthorne  
“Rip Van Winkle” Irving  
"China Men" Kingston  
"The German Refugee" Malamud  
“The People Could Fly” American Folk 

Tale 
 

“The Third and Final 
Continent” Lahiri 

 

“Invierno” Diaz  
 
C. Essays: 
 

Title Author Note 
“Experience” Emerson  
“History” Emerson  
“Letter from a Birmingham 
Jail” King 

 

 
D. Film Clips: 
 

Title Director Year Studio Rating 
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