MRMS PTO Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, September 17, 2024, 6:00pm-7:00pm

MRMS Media Center

Introductions

Review and approval of 05/14/2025 Meeting Minutes
e Motion to approve by Megan S; seconded by Justine G

Administration Report — Mr. Wheeler

e School year is off to a smooth start and everyone is settling into the building

e Play block electives are starting earlier this year, partially in response to the student answers in
climate survey

e Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Carta were asked to update the website as necessary (email them with
updates)

e Instagram page was set up — it is more secure and comments can be turned off

e Open House was great with lots of families participating and tables set up; nice to see families
and have people in the building

e Circle area near drop off is underutilized and could be visually enhanced; always looking for
ideas or possibly a committee to take on this task

New Business/Co-Chairs Report
1. School Year PTO Calendar Review
e Few changes this year: Bingo and Math Night were moved; Color Run is moved to the
Spring; Dine to Donate at the Wood and Tap still pending as we haven’t gotten a response
to move forward
e Volunteers will be needed as events come up; for larger events, such as the Book Fair, it
will be posted on ParentSquare

2. New Apparel Logo

e Kim G. has been working to create new designs for our apparel; one design includes an
otter in the middle with text that says MRMS Otters, Groton, CT around it

e Mr. Sullivan may be willing to draw an otter or something that can be embroidered

e Goal to have multiple options available for families to choose from

e School logo doesn’t have to be used but it cannot be modified in any way due to
copyright

e Apparel Now Feedback: Melissa shared some people are unhappy with quality of shirts
because they stretch out

e Life is Good otter design — expensive; could we get a donation

3. Review fund requests
a. Steve Wheeler — UFLI Manuals — approved by board due to time constraints and that it
was under $500
b. Shira Sabo — $134.80 + shipping for Kindness Wall Decal — approved by board
c. Steve Water and Emma Rotner — $2,000 for 10 converting picnic tables



e On hold for now - Mr. Wheeler will explore options, grants, etc first
e Maybe a donation specific fundraiser; Food Services and Farm to School possibly
willing to help put together an event with PTO; also Election Day Bake Sale
d. Mr. Schneider — $505 -Two Busses for 5 grade Field Trip to Coast Guard

e Motion to approve by Christa A.; seconded by Megan S

MRMS PTO Nomination Committee (Co-Chair & Secretary)
e Atend of school year, the PTO will need a new co-chair and secretary; seeking a committee
willing to seek out and nominate candidate; if interested, reach out

MRMS PTO Audit Committee
e Seeking a committee to conduct an audit at the end of the school year; if interested, reach out

Upcoming Events
o Staff Engagement Breakfast September 26th— PTO Board will meet with teachers; classroom
wish list forms will be passed out to teachers; Will get Bridge Market mini bagels, coffee and
pastries; Mr. Wheeler will send out an email to staff
e Math Night - Sacred Heart University volunteers - October 15" — Free and open event for all
families

Fundraisers
e Mum Fundraiser - due 09/26 with pick-up on 09/30; Forms went home this week
e Pie and Cookie Fundraiser - 10/03 through 10/20; Volunteers needed to help with pickup; Pickup
is Nov. 6, Megan S and Sarah N offered to help
e Charleston Wrapping Paper - 10/20 through 11/3; New this year
e Book Fair- 10/27 through 10/31; look for volunteer sign-up on ParentSquare
e FElection Day Bake Sale -11/4; look for volunteer sign-up on ParentSquare

Treasurer’s Report

New Ideas and Questions
e Student Senate: Ask them to help with the circle area near drop off
e New Idea: SEL Yoga or Mindfulness Mornings — ideally incorporate into the school day so more
students can participate; possibly Friday enrichment block; reach out to Emma Rotner to see
about getting it set up

Gift Card Give Away: Winner is Kristen Webster!
Next meeting will be October 22nd, 6:00-7:00

Contact mysticrivermagnetschoolpto@gmail.com to get involved

Meeting Adjourned by Lynn B. at 7:03pm
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