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Planning Your 10  Grade Yearth



College & Career Connections
Course selection choices impact college readiness and allow a student to
sample career pathways of interest.

Strategic
Course
Planning

SchooLinks
Platform

Counseling
Resources

Make informed decisions that align with your
college goals and career interests.

Access comprehensive planning tools via
ClassLink to explore pathways.

Stay informed with the Counseling Newsletter
and Future Focus updates.

https://www.southlakecarroll.edu/district-information/district-departments/technology/tutorials-how-tos/classlink


Typical 10  Grade Scheduleth

English 2 or Advanced English 2
Geometry, Adv. Geometry, or next math course in sequence
IPC, Chemistry, Advanced Chemistry, or AP Chemistry
World History, AP World History, or AP European History
A PE course if needed 
A fine art course if needed
A Language other than English course if needed or desired
A CTE course or other preferred elective

Please note: Students in grade 10 cannot have off periods. You will
need 8 spots filled in your schedule. 



Distinguished Level of Achievement Graduation Plan

English 4 credits

Math 4 credits (including Algebra 2)

Science 4 credits (Chemistry or Physics recommended)

Social Studies 3 credits (4 strongly recommended)

World Languages 2 credits minimum-same language

Physical Education 1 credit 

Fine Arts 1 credit

Electives 7 credits

TOTAL CREDITS 26 credits min.



Endorsements
Endorsements consist of a related series of courses that are grouped
together by interest or skill set. They provide students with in-depth
knowledge of a subject area. The five endorsement areas are:

Multidisciplinary 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)
Arts and Humanities
Business and Industries
Public Service

Note: Students must earn at least one endorsement to graduate “DLA”, but you can
earn more than one as you complete courses!  

https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/brochures/14grad-toolkit-booklet.pdf


End of Course Exams (EOC/STAAR)
A Current Graduation Requirement

Required Exam When?

Algebra I 9th Grade (or earlier)
English I 9th Grade
Biology 9th Grade

English II 10th Grade
U.S. History 11th Grade



Core Course Information



On-Level vs Advanced or Advanced Placement
What’s best for you?

Pace of instruction
Depth of study 
Volume of homework; expect 3-4 hours per week/course
Reading; in class or on your own time
Writing; in class or on your own time
Level of teacher guidance; expectations of ability level
appropriate for the course
Expectation for self-management & organization

Tip: Talk to your current teachers for feedback and

level recommendations!



Advanced Placement (AP)
What makes an AP class different?

AP classes build high-level critical
thinking and writing skills

AP classes are college-level courses
and high expectations

Students can earn college credit by
taking an optional AP Exam (1-5
scale) in May

The passing standard and the awarding of credit
is determined by each college

AP classes have a weighted GPA
bonus due to the level of rigor. 10
additional points is calculated into
the weighted GPA. 

Chararacteristics of successful AP students
Strong, developed work ethic
Superior time management
Motivation & desire to learn 
Academic curiosity about the subject
Maturity to accept constructive criticism &
learn from mistakes/failures
Communicates clearly and properly in
writing including good note taking skills
Ability to focus on the task at hand
Sees challenges as an opportunity for
growth 



World Geography and 
World History

Advanced World Geography
(Adv. World History is not offered in CISD)

AP Human Geography, AP
World History, & AP European

History

World Geography follows the same
curriculum, structure, and order of
Advanced World Geography, but is generally
less rigorous in all aspects of the class. 
In both world history and world geography,
classwork is assigned each day after lecture,
with time to complete in class.
All reading and writing activities tend to be
shorter in length when compared to
advanced classes.
Most writing practice will come from
discussion board activities online or via
short response activities. 
This course prepares students for World
History in 10  grade. World History prepares
students for US History in 11  grade. 

th

th

Requires more written responses
No notes are allowed on tests/quizzes
Advanced World Geography is for those that
want a little more of a challenge than on-
level but don’t have the desire or time (with
other commitments) to fulfill AP
requirements.
About 95% of work can be completed in
class if students work diligently
Advanced World Geography prepares
students for the rigor of AP World History or
AP Euro

AP Human Geography introduces students
to the study of patterns and processes that
have shaped human understanding. They
also learn about the methods and tools
geographers use in their research and
applications.
AP World History focuses on historical
events from the year 1200 to present. It’s
focus is broader as it targets a more global
coverage of content.
AP European History covers the years
1450 to present with a focus on the
European continent. The curriculum dives
deeper into the events of this region.

On-Level vs Advanced vs AP Social Studies



IPC vs. Chemistry/Adv. Chem vs. AP Chem
Integrated Physics &

Chemistry Chemistry Advanced Chemistry/GT

IPC is meant to bridge the gap between
middle school science and more rigorous
courses like Chemistry or Physics, even if
students choose not to enroll in a full year
Chemistry of Physics class
Great course for a student who has not met
basic Algebra readiness as a “bridge” to
success in HS Chemistry and Physics
Struggles with academic vocabulary and
reading complex text
Recent arrival to U.S. schools (emerging
bilingual students)
Inconsistent middle school academic history
(8  Science STAAR and Math Struggles)th

Previously did not meet or approach in
Algebra I level coursework (EOC scores)
Great for students that benefit from a slower
pace and integrated instruction
1-2 hours per week outside of class to
complete work expected

Students should enter chemistry with:
solid arithmetic and algebra skills (ex:
final average of 75% or higher)
ability to read graphs & use scientific
notation 
an ability to follow lab procedures safely

Have a desire to learn, keep up with
homework & practice, and a willingness to
engage in multi-step problem solving
Moderately complex content requiring an
understanding of basic concepts rather than
deep analysis
Allow 2 hours per week outside of class
If students are pursuing a STEM field, taking
chemistry as a 10  grader is highly
recommended. UT Austin & Rice University
require biology, chemistry, and physics.
Texas A&M recommends two courses come
from biology, chemistry, and physics. 

th

Advanced & GT Chemistry relies heavily on
applied algebra. Much of the math requires
flexible thinking & translating word problems
into mathematical setups
Strong note-taking and organization skills
 are recommended
Completion of Algebra 2 or concurrent
enrollment recommended 
Allow 2-3 hours per week outside of class 
Advanced/GT Chemistry is the recommended
prerequisite for AP Chemistry, and the
curriculum is intentionally aligned to give
students a strong foundation before entering
a college-level course.



On-Level vs Advanced English & World Languages
Advanced English Considerations Advanced World Language Considerations

While all English classes are rigorous and prepare students for college,
Advanced English prepares students to move on to an AP English course
junior year so it: 

moves at a much faster pace
requires more outside reading
requires more of a time commitment outside of class
students are expected to work more independently. 

College-ready English is a rigorous course that requires some homework
and prepares students for the rigor of an upper-level  English course. 

Strongly recommended to have an A in the prior level
Enrichment of grammar: more in depth
Accelerated curriculum: moves quicker through review and new
concepts
Greater focus on speaking, writing, reading, and listening skills in the
target language. More application of skills in different forms.
NOT MORE WORK. The point of Advanced World Languages is not to
give more work, but to provide more challenging work to reach the
needs of the student.
Students will use application and critical thinking skills.
Students should be in the advanced track in order to continue to AP.

 
Foreign Language Advanced students are:
1. Self-motivated
2. Are eager to use the language
3. Have good retention of vocabulary & concepts from unit to unit
4. Organized
5. Have well-developed study skills



Mathematics Course Considerations
Geometry, Fndtns of Alg 2, Algebra 2 & Precalc Advanced & AP Mathematics Classes 

Students must receive Algebra 1 credit to enroll in Geometry 

Geometry prepares students for Algebra 2 and higher level math courses. It
utilizes logic, proportional thinking, and visualization in the study of two
and three dimensional objects. 

Foundations of Algebra 2, designed to further prepare students for Algebra 2
after completing geometry, is available in 10  or 11th grade. th

Algebra 2 is a graduation requirement for the Distinguished Level of
Achievement graduation plan. It’s a challenging math course that draws on
prior knowledge and requires higher-order thinking to apply the concepts. 

Precalculus builds on the skills of geometry & algebra 2 and prepares
students for advanced mathematics courses including Calculus, AP
Statistics, and college mathematics.

Advanced classes are intended for highly motivated, self-disciplined
students who have very strong Algebra I skills

Advanced Geometry is a rigorous course designed for students showing an
advanced aptitude and superior math skills. In addition to the strands listed
for Geometry, this advanced course is designed to prepare students for entry
into AP mathematics courses

Advanced Algebra 2 goes beyond the required Algebra 2 content with a
wider range and greater depth of subject matter

AP Mathematics Courses recommend completion of Advanced Algebra 2
prior to taking the course. They are intended for highly motivated, self-
disciplined students who have very strong mathematical skills. In class,
students will take rigorous tests based upon the AP format which includes
multiple choice and free response questions worked with and without
calculator assistance



Elective Course Offerings



The Value of Quality Choosing Elective Courses 
Well-chosen electives can help:

Build a cohesive transcript story
Provide real-world exposure (e.g., internships, certifications)
Support college readiness (e.g., AP courses, dual credit)
Help you explore interests and strengthen your college application
Make high school more meaningful and prepare students for what’s next

Some tips for choosing electives: 
Consider your interests and future goals  (ex: SchooLinks data)
Be mindful of prerequisites (required classes that students must successfully complete before enrolling in a more advanced course)
Balance core academic courses with purposeful electives by grouping electives around career clusters or CTE pathways to build skills in
areas of interest 
Consider completing CTE pathways (courses across 4 years) or participating in the Carroll Business Academy, Carroll Medical Academy, Fine
Art programs, or similar opportunities to access meaningful real-world experiences like job-shadowing or internships.

We encourage students to discuss their interests, future plans, and ideas for electives during individual student conferences.
Counselors can then provide input and options that best address their needs. 



What elective courses are offered? 
Course offerings and descriptions are provided in the CISD Academic Planning Guide. 
Any course prerequisites or grade level criteria are listed next to the course
Changes are made to offerings each year so the guide is your best source for current information
CTE (Career & Technical Education) offerings are also listed on the CTE website

Below is an example of the CTE pathways, and the courses for completing them in the Manufacturing, Engineering and Information
Technology Clusters. 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1762278637/southlakecarrolledu/qo2sjam5sbv7346ppfmu/Official2026-27CISDAPGGradingGuidelines.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1762278637/southlakecarrolledu/qo2sjam5sbv7346ppfmu/Official2026-27CISDAPGGradingGuidelines.pdf
https://www.southlakecarroll.edu/district-information/district-departments/curriculum-instruction/cte-career-technical-education


Carroll ISD Academies

Carroll ISD has two academic academies available to students by application only

Carroll Medical Academy-an advanced high school academic program for students who are
interested in pursuing careers within the medical field

Carroll Business Academy- a high school CTE program tailored for students passionate about
pursuing careers in the business field

Information will be provided by the academy sponsors through district communications.

https://www.southlakecarroll.edu/district-information/district-departments/curriculum-instruction/science
https://www.southlakecarroll.edu/district-information/district-departments/curriculum-instruction/cte-career-technical-education


Why all this matters



GPA Calculation
Your grades are one way to meet college admission requirements and gain access to your
colleges of choice. Here’s a reminder of how those grades are used to calculate your GPA.

Grade Point Average (GPA)
Calculated by averaging each semester grade earned in a class 
Reported on a weighted 100 point scale on a student’s transcript at the end of each semester
Some courses are weighted

AP courses receive 10 additional points 
Many courses labeled advanced/honors receive 7 additional points 

Courses excluded from GPA Calculations:
High school credits earned in middle school (exception: Spanish)
Online correspondence courses and credit by exams
Dual Credit course grades
Credit Recovery courses
Pass/Fail credits

Additional information about GPA can be found in the Academic Planning Guide. 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1762278637/southlakecarrolledu/qo2sjam5sbv7346ppfmu/Official2026-27CISDAPGGradingGuidelines.pdf


Automatic College Admissions
Texas seniors ranked in the top 10% of their class are automatically admitted to Texas public
universities. Additional opportunities for automatic admissions exist for students in the top
25% or above as well based on individual university policies. 

Exception: Starting with the Class of 2026, The University of Texas at Austin is currently only
automatically admitting the top 5% of each graduating class.  

Those students that meet the top 10% GPA requirement will have their rank posted to their
transcript. Carroll ISD only ranks students in the top 10% for the purpose of automatic
admission to Texas public colleges. 

Being in the top 10% or top 5% is only ONE way to get into a Texas public college or university;
it is not the ONLY way. Remember, 90% of your peers are NOT in the top 10%! 



Course Selection Process



Course Selection:  Rising 10th Grade
Students log into Skyward Student Access to:

Optional: review your “Career Plan” and make any updates for the next year(s.) Remember, this is a planning
tool and can be updated each year.

Required: enter your Course Requests (Go to Schedule > View Requests to begin.) These requests will be used
to build your schedule for the upcoming school year. 

Rising 10th grade students have from January 20th until February 3rd at 11:59pm to enter requests. 

Reminders: 

Please pay attention to prerequisites before entering requests. They’re listed in the APG. 

Requests are not guaranteed. By requesting courses as early in the process as possible, you increase the
likelihood that your primary choices are included in your schedule. 

A minimum of two alternate choices should be entered as well in the event that primary elective choices
aren’t available or conflict with other selections. 

If you don’t have alternates requested, and your primary choices aren’t available, an available elective will
be selected on your behalf.

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1707164825/southlakecarrolledu/rrpg2yopgulckkvhljxq/CourseRequestsInstructionsforStudents_1.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1707164825/southlakecarrolledu/rrpg2yopgulckkvhljxq/CourseRequestsInstructionsforStudents_1.pdf


Rising 10th Course Selection Timeline

Course Selection Video Presentation Shown In Classrooms: 
January 20th & 21st

Course Registration Opens: January 20th

Course Registration Closes: February 3rd

Individual Conferences with Students: February 4th-19th



Resources
Course Selections page:  this lists the courses and codes you will use to find courses in Skyward. 

26-27 Academic Planning Guide: use this to read course descriptions and view prerequisites

Skyward Tutorials: Updating Career Plan in Skyward (all) and entering Course Selections (Rising
10-12 only)

CHS Counseling Website

CTE Website/Pathways 

Four Year Plan Worksheet

Time Management Worksheet

https://chs.southlakecarroll.edu/departments/counseling/academics-and-scheduling-new/chs-course-selections-2024-25
https://chs.southlakecarroll.edu/departments/counseling/academics-and-scheduling-new/academic-planning-guide
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1YYlosXvqXvDZO8LqiZlXjCZcmQAycLmUw8FadDPppuQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1707164825/southlakecarrolledu/rrpg2yopgulckkvhljxq/CourseRequestsInstructionsforStudents_1.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1707164825/southlakecarrolledu/rrpg2yopgulckkvhljxq/CourseRequestsInstructionsforStudents_1.pdf
https://chs.southlakecarroll.edu/departments/counseling
https://www.southlakecarroll.edu/district-information/district-departments/curriculum-instruction/cte-career-technical-education
https://www.southlakecarroll.edu/district-information/district-departments/curriculum-instruction/cte-career-technical-education
https://docs.google.com/document/d/18TcogIWLTT4damWPY_oAvj7UbZYDKXfXSwBjs0RyEmk/edit?tab=t.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1klO0g_dkPtvR0kNCzktO3LqwQGZV5cPO/view?usp=sharing


Support for Students & Families

Counselor Alpha 

Sara Deraud A – G

Katerina Grigoryan H – Pa 

Rachel Fleenor Pb – Z 

Carroll High Counseling Website 

https://chs.southlakecarroll.edu/departments/counseling
https://chs.southlakecarroll.edu/departments/counseling

