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StudentAid.gov

 One stop website for all things related to federal aid
 Submit each year for each student in college
 Income from 2 years prior

– 2024 income for the 2026-27 FAFSA



Federal Student Aid Estimator

 https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/



Net Price Calculator

 Want to get an early estimate of 
your aid at a particular college?

 Complete for each college in 
which you are interested

 Provide income information
 Gives you an estimate of the aid 

for which you are eligible 
 Also provides cost information

https://collegecost.ed.gov/net-price



Cost of Attendance



Student Aid Index (SAI)

 The Student Aid Index (SAI) 
is a number that's used to 
determine eligibility for need-
based aid. 

 It is calculated using 
information that the student 
and required contributors 
provide on the FAFSA form. 

 It is not the amount you will 
pay.

 The SAI can be a negative 
number down to –1500.
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General Eligibility Requirements -
Students

 Earn a high school diploma or equivalent.
 Accepted for enrollment in an eligible program.
 Must be U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen.
 Must have valid Social Security Number.



StudentAid.gov Account

 https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
 Username/password
 All contributors to the FAFSA need an account.

– Includes those without a Social Security number.



StudentAid.gov Account

 Tips
– Enter your name and SSN exactly as shown on your 

Social Security card
– Birthdate should match what is on file with the Social 

Security Administration
– Use your own email and mobile phone number
– Keep record of each contributor’s account information



Getting Started



Getting Help

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-
aid/fafsa/filling-out/help FAFSA menu, upper right



Getting Started

 Submit each year for each 
student in college

 Use your StudentAid.gov  
username/email/phone and 
password to log in.

 You will be able to list up to 
20 colleges who will be sent 
the FAFSA data.



 Select whether you are 
the student or the parent.

 Recommended that 
student start the 
application.

Getting Started



Providing Consent

 All contributors 
must provide 
consent.

 If consent is not 
provided, the 
student is ineligible 
for federal student 
aid.



Invite Parent(s)

 Students who start the 
FAFSA will be asked to invite 
their parent(s) to complete 
the parent portion of the 
application.

 New – Only need parent 
email address.

 Parent(s) notified by email 
to complete their portion. 



Invite Parent(s)

Sample email Enter code



Invite Parent(s)

 Entering code 
without the email.



Who’s my FAFSA Parent? wizard

 Studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents



 As of the day the FAFSA is 
completed

 Divorced/separated 
parents
– Parent who provided the 

greater portion of the 
student’s total support

– Equal support, report parent 
with the greater income and 
assets

 If the divorced parent that 
provides more support is 
remarried, the step 
parent’s information is 
required.

Parent Current Marital Status



Family Size

 Confirm family 
size
– Same as on 2024 

tax return?
– Manual update

 Number in 
college
– Still reported
– Not part of the 

SAI calculation



Assets – Student and Parent(s)

 Child Support Received
– Amount received in the last full 

calendar year

 Cash, Savings & Checking
– As of the day the FAFSA is 

completed

 Net worth of Investments
– Exclude home you live in, value of 

life insurance and retirement 
savings

– Include college savings plans, 
reported as parent asset

 Amount only for the student completing 
the FAFSA

 Net worth of Business and 
Investment Farm



Sign and Submit

 Each 
contributor



Application Completion

 Completion 
confirmation

 Track and 
manage



FAFSA® Submission Summary

 Received after the 
FAFSA has been 
processed
– Review answers for 

accuracy
– Make corrections
– Next steps



 Complete on a laptop or desktop
– Change browser
– Reboot
– Clear cache

 Turn off automatic password saving
 Make sure the correct contributor has logged in
 Read instructions, review before submitting
 Involve your student
 Ask a financial aid officer!

Recommendations

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY



 Complete any institution specific applications
 CSS Profile

– Online application used by some colleges to award non-
federal institutional aid.

– Generally completed in the senior year starting on October 
1. Check school for deadline.

– Fee waivers available (based on income).
– Provides a school with more information than the FAFSA.

Process



 Receive/Review Financial 
Aid Award Offer
– Must have listed the 

school on the FAFSA
– Must be admitted

 Provide Additional 
Documentation
– If requested

 Process Student Loans

Process



Sources of Aid

 Institutional
– Merit based
– Need based

 Federal 
 State 

 Other
– Athletic Scholarships
– Outside Scholarships
– Veteran’s benefits
– Resident Assistantships
– Tax Credits



Grants and Scholarships
 Private Sources

– Think local and global
– Use the Counseling Office’s Resources
– Web Resources

 fastweb.com
 scholarships.com
 salliemae.com/scholarships/
 scholarshipamerica.org



Types of Financial Aid



Grants and Scholarships

 Federal studentaid.gov
– Pell Grant
– FSEOG
– TEACH

 State hesaa.org
– NJ TAG
– EOF
– NJSTARS
– CCOG/Garden 

State Guarantee



Loan Programs

 Federal Direct Loan Program (students)
 Private Education Loan
 Federal Parent PLUS

– New borrowers on or after July 1, 2026
 Annual loan limit: $20,000 per dependent student
 Aggregate loan limit: $65,000 per dependent student

– Legacy borrowers may borrow at previous loan limits for the 
shorter of

 3 academic years; or
 Time for student to complete program



Change in Circumstances

 Have there been changes in your 
financial circumstances since 2024?
– Job loss
– Unemployment benefits ended
– Loss/reduction of untaxed income 
– Unreimbursed medical expenses

 Address with the college student plans 
to attend

 Do not try to change the FAFSA!





Direct Data Exchange with the IRS

 2023 federal tax information will be used to complete the 
2025-26 FAFSA


