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StudentAid.gov

An official website of the United States government Help Center FAFSA Form English | Espanol

Federal StudentAid

FAFSA” Form v~ Grants and Loans ¥ Loan Repayment ¥ Loan Forgiveness » Q Log In | Create Account

POPULAR TOPICS

Manage and Repay Your

Use Loan Simulator To Compare Repayment Plans >

Federal Student Loans el xS Lo e

Apply for a Direct Consolidation Loan >
Get Repayment Tips M tok Loz Apply for an Income-Driven Repayment Plan >

Fill Out a FAFSA® Form >

Considering School In School Parent In Repayment

I'm thinking about going to I'min the process ef earning a TITwant to help my child pay for I have loans I need to repay.
college or a career school. degree or certificate. college.

One stop website for all things related to federal aid
Submit each year for each student in college
Income from 2 years prior

— 2024 income for the 2026-27 FAFSA
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Federal Student Aid Estimator

https://studentaid.gov/aid-estimator/

Federal Student Aid Estimator

Our Federal Student Aid Estimator provides an estimate of how much federal student aid the
student may be eligible to receive. These estimates are based on the Student Aid Index (SAI), an
index number used to determine federal student aid eligibility.

-

‘@:- This Is Not the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) Form

With this tool, students can find out how much federal student aid they may be eligible for in the 2025-26 award year.

To apply for financial aid, complete the FAFSA® form.

Begin Estimate of Federal Student Aid

The student may want to use the Federal Student Aid Estimator before filling out Start £ &
the FAFSA form to help them understand their options for paying for college or

career school by providing them an early estimate of how much federal student

aid they may be eligible for.

= MONMOUTH

UNIVERSITY




Net Price Calculator

Want to get an early estimate of
your aid at a particular college?

Complete for each college in
which you are interested

Provide income information

Gives you an estimate of the aid
for which you are eligible

Also provides cost information

https://collegecost.ed.gov/net-price
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Cost of Attendance

Tuition and Fees

Housing and Food

Cost of
Attendance

Books, course
materials, supplies, and
equipment

Transportation

(. v\ Miscellaneous
.t expenses




Student Aid Index (SAI)

The Student Aid Index (SAI) What is the
is @ number that's used to Student Aid Index?
determine eligibility for need-

. V] ©
b a S ed a I d . What itis What it's NOT

- A formula-based index number ranging fro + A dollar amount related to aid you'll receive

m
-1500 to 999999, which is calculated based on

- . as .y id off
It I S Ca I C u I a ted u S I n g information that you and your contributors BULEHCOLIY
provide on the FAFSA® form «Your final aid eligibility
- - = Helps your school to determine what level of + What your family is expected to provide
InNformation that the student
* A resource used by financial aid professionals
when creating an aid offer

and required contributors
prOVIde on the FAFSA form. The Student Aid Index Range

It is nOt the amount you Wi” Higher likelihood the student will

qualify for the maximum Federal

p a y Pell Grant award of $7,395*
[ ]

The SAI can be a negative >
n u m be r d OW n to - 1 5 0 O . higher financial need lower financial need

(likely lower income with limited (likely higher income with easier
access to financial resources) access to financial resources)

*For award year 2024-25

Federal Student Aid
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Financial Need

Financial

— Student Need

Aid Index

Attendance (SAI)
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General Eligibility Requirements -
Students

Earn a high school diploma or equivalent.
Accepted for enrollment in an eligible program.
Must be U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen.
Must have valid Social Security Number.
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StudentAid.gov Account

Create an Account

Whether you're a student, parent, or borrower, you'll need to create your own

account to apply for, receive, and manage your federal student aid.

Already have an account? Log In

What You Can Do With Your Account

You must have an account to do the following:

e Fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form
online

« Complete other online forms (such as the Master Promissory Note)
required to receive aid

» Review the federal student aid you've received

What You'll Need

» Your Social Security number (if applicable)

» Your own email address E

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
Username/password
All contributors to the FAFSA need an account.

— Includes those without a Social Security number.
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StudentAid.gov Account

Tips
— Enter your name and SSN exactly as shown on your
Social Security card

— Birthdate should match what is on file with the Social
Security Administration

— Use your own email and mobile phone number
— Keep record of each contributor’s account information

&= MONMOUTH
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Getting Started

2026-27 FAFSA® Form Now Available!

Use the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form to apply for financial aid for ¢
college, career school, or graduate school.

Start a 2026-27 Edita 202627 Accept an Invitation for a
FAFSA® Form FAFSA® Form 2026-27 FAFSA® Form

‘ Start New Form ‘ Edit Existing Forms ‘ l Accept an Invitation

Need the 2025-26 FAFSA® Form?

Start New Form | Edit Existing Forms or Accept an Invitation

Check FAFSA® Deadlines for the State You Live in School Year State of Residence

Some states and schools use information from the FAFSA® form to _

determine your eligibility for their grants, scholarships, and loans. Check View All FAFSA Deadiines
your state’s deadlines here!

Missing a state deadline doesn't impact your eligibility for federal student
aid, so fill out your FAFSA form even if your state deadline has passed.
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Getting Help

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for- :
aid/fafsa/filling-out/help FAFSA menu, upper right

FAFSA® Help ®
FAFSA® Hel
Before Starting the FAFSA® Form p @ Save FAFSA Men u B

Account Username and Password (FSA
ID)

® &
Identity Information Section FAFSA® Help Topics

7 B — :
Personal Circumstances Section Sedtch v d Year 0 == VIew Status
Rl -
Demographics Section
EinanclalsSection Top Frequently Asked Questions @ Flﬂ d Hel
: ‘We have answers to your most common FAFSA form questions. p
Colleges Section
Contributor Invite What does "date of residency” mean? O] - —
Signature Sction == Review Answers
After Submission How do | check the status of my FAFSA® form? ©
FAFSA® Troubleshooting
Videos, Infographics, and Other How do | answer the "College Grants, Scholarships, or AmeriCorps ) D Delete FAFSA Fol I l ]
Resﬂu,'ces ' Benefits Reported as Income to the IRS” question?

(> Exit
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Getting Started

FederalStudentAid

Login =3
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Submit each year for each
student in college

Use your StudentAid.gov
username/email/phone and
password to log in.

You will be able to list up to
20 colleges who will be sent
the FAFSA data.




Getting Started

Welcome, Raya,

w7 b Select whether you are

the student or the parent.

Recommended that
student start the

| am starting the FAFSA form as a

~ L & ~ ®0 . .
) Student - ) Parent s app li cation.
Did you receive an invitation code?
Enter Code
P

g MONMOUTH
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roviding Consent

Provide Consent and Approval or the Student Won't Be Eligible for

Federal Student Aid Al | CO ntrl b uto rs

Summary =
Your consent and approval are needed to retrieve and disclose federal tax information. With I I l l I S t r O V I e
your consent and approval, we can obtain tax return information automatically from the IRS to

help you complete your section of the student’s FAFSA® form. If you don’t provide consent and
approval, the student won't be eligible for federal student aid, including grants and loans. You

must provide consent and approval even if you didn’t file a U.S. federal tax return or any tax C O n S e n t
return. ]

-» Get your 2024 tax return information for the - Tax return information is required to complete the
2026-27 FAFSA form. FAFSA form.

[ ]
- Federal tax information is used to determine the
student’s eligibility for federal student aid.
By accepting below, I consent to the disclosure of information about me, and affirmatively approve of r O V i d e d t h e
» the receipt and use of my federal tax information, and p ’

« the redisclosure of my federal tax information by the U.S. Department of Education (ED), as
described herein.

[] [] ] []
By accepting below, I consent to and affirmatively approve of, as applicable, the following: St u d e I It I S I I I e I I g I b | e

1. ED may disclose my Social Security number/Individual Taxpayer Identification Number, last
name, date of birth, unique identifier, the tax year for which federal tax information is required,
and the date and timestamp of my approval for the use of my federal tax information in O r e e ra S u e n
determining eligibility by ED for which approval is provided to the U.S. Department of the

Treasury, Internal Revenue Service (IRS). I understand that in response to such a request from
ED, the IRS shall then disclose my federal tax information to “authorized persons” (i.e., - d
a I ]

Select “Approve” to consent and approve to the use of your federal tax information to determine the student’s eligibility
r federal student aid. If you select “Decline,” the student won’t be eligible for federal student aid.
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Invite Parent(s)

Invite a Parent as a Contributor @o

A contributor is anyone who's required to provide information on > f_‘
your FAFSA form. You must invite a legal parent—a biological or

adoptive parent as determined by the state.
Stepparents and other types of guardians do not count unless
they have legally adopted the student

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

e

Invite Your Parent to This FAFSA® Form

To determine your federal student aid eligibility, we need more information on your household
financial situation. You'll need to invite a contributor to provide this information.

As a dependent student, you need to invite a legal parent as a contributor. You only need to invite one
parent.

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form?

&% Parent

Invite a Parent Contributor

Email

| E

MONMOUTH
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Students who start the
FAFSA will be asked to invite
their parent(s) to complete
the parent portion of the
application.

New - Only need parent
email address.

Parent(s) notified by email
to complete their portion.




Invite Parent(s)

Sample email Enter code

FederalStudent Aid

Complete Your Section of

Rayass FAFSA Form ACCEpt 2026-27 FAFSA® Invitation

Enter the code you received for the FAFSA form.

Invitation Code

‘ TBR4UTT ‘

Alcina, Need to accept an invitation for a Don't have an invitation code?
— different year?
Speak with the person who invited you
Raya T. started their Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and added you as FD .ta ".:MY Activity” m- find any existing to the form .'?md ensure the_Y have sent it
a contributor. Raya won't be eligible for federal student aid without your input. Invitations for a previous year’s FAFSA to your email. Check your inbox for your
form. invitation code.

Login or create an account on StudentAid,.o

Accept Invitation

Provide this code when prompted:

7BR4UTT

¥ MONMOUTH
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Invite Parent(s)

Welcome, Raya,

7 to the FAFSA® Form ;:;-./ -
AT Entering code

without the email.

| am starting the FAFSA form as a

Student x Parent ;%

Did you receive an nwtatD
Enter Code

= MONMOUTH
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Who’'s my FAFSA Parent? wizard

Who should enter as a parent on the
FAFSA® form?

A student may need to ask their parent(s) to provide
information on their FAFSA form based on the student's
dependency status.

This tool helps determine which parent(s) should participate in
a student's FAFSA form.

To begin using the tool, enter the first name of the student’s legal parent(s).

This helps us provide clear direction on which parent(s) should participate in the student’s FAFSA form.

Who is considered a legal parent?

First Name (Parent 1) First Name (Parent 2)

[ ] The student has only one legal parent.

Studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents

MONMOUTH
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Parent Current Marital Status

FAFSA 2026-p7 &2 Parentof RayaTran : AS Of the day the FAFSA |S
—_—— > o o comp leted
Divorced/separated

Parent Current Marital Status

parents
— Parent who provided the

Single (never married)

Unmarried and both legal parents living

E |

b ‘ greater portion of the

[0 Mares et e | student’s total support

[ | — Equal support, report parent

‘ e ‘ with the greater income and
O ‘sl assets

EE= | If the divorced parent that
) wawes | provides more support is
e remarried, the step

parent’s information is
required.

g MONMOUTH
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Family Size

© © © o

Dermographics Financials Contributor Invite Signature

Family Size

Is the parent's family size different from the number of individuals claimed on their 2024 tax
return?

Family size includes the parent, their spouse, children, and other dependents in the home. Dependents are
people who live with the parent and will receive more than half of their support from them between July
1, 2026, and June 30, 2027. This includes dependent children even if they live apart because of enrollment
at a college or career school. Examples of family size changing include the birth of a child and a child
independently supporting themselves such that they are no longer a dependent.

‘ ) Yes ‘ ‘ O No ‘

MONMOUTH
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Confirm family

size

— Same as on 2024
tax return?

— Manual update

Number in
college
— Still reported

— Not part of the
SAI calculation




Assets — Student and Parent(s)

Annual Child Support Received
3 .00

Parent Assets
Current Total of Cash, Savings, and Checking Accounts

s .00

Current Net Worth of Investments, Including Real Estate

lives in. Net worth is the value of the investments minus any debts

s 00

Current Net Worth of Businesses and Investment Farms

g MONMOUTH
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Child Support Received
— Amount received in the last full
calendar year
Cash, Savings & Checking
— As of the day the FAFSA is
completed
Net worth of Investments

— Exclude home you live in, value of
life insurance and retirement
savings

— Include college savings plans,

reported as parent asset

Amount only for the student completing
the FAFSA

Net worth of Business and
Investment Farm




Sigh and Submit

Sign and Complete Your Section

Summary

This page confirms that you understand the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form and filled
out the form accurately to the best of your ability.

The FAFSA form is a legal document you will electronically sign with your StudentAid.gov
account username and password (FSA ID). Because your FSA ID is associated with your personal
information, do not share it with anyone.

By signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, YOU, THE STUDENT, certify that you

« will use federal and/or state student aid only to pay the cost of attending an institution of higher
education,

e« are not in default on a federal student loan or have made satisfactory arrangements to repay it,

do not owe money back on a federal student grant or have made satisfactory arrangements to
Tepay it,

will notify your school if you default on a federal student loan, and I a ‘ I l

« will not receive a Federal Pell Grant from more than one school for the same period of time.

L}
By signing this application electronically using your StudentAid.gov account username and password,
you certify that all of the information you provided is true and complete to the best of your knowledge
and you agree, if asked, to provide

« information that will verify the accuracy of your completed form, and

« US. or foreign income tax forms that you filed or are required to file

You also certify that you understand that the secretary of education has the authority to verify
information reported on your application.

If you sign this application or any document related to the federal student aid programs electronically
using a username and password and/or any other credential, you certify that you are the person
identified by the username and password, and/or any other credential and have not disclosed that
username and password, and/or any other credential to anyone else. If you purposefully give false or
misleading information, including applying as an independent student without meeting the unusual
circumstances required to qualify for such a status, you may be subject to criminal penalties under 20
U.S.C. 1097, which may include a fine up to $20,000, imprisonment, or both.

Additionally, by signing this application electronically using your FSA ID, you authorize the U.S.
Department of Education to disclose all information provided on this application, as required under
Section 483(a)(2)(D)() of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, to the institutions you have
identified herein, state higher education agencies (in your state of residence and the states in which
the institutions identified herein are located), and designated scholarship organizations to assist with
the application, award, and administration of federal, state, or institutional financial aid programs and
designated scholarship programs. Notwithstanding this authorization, the name of an institution that
you select to authorize such disclosure shall not be shared with any other institution.

You must sign your FAFSA® form now and then your contributor can submit your form
when complete.

[ | L Raya Tran, agree to the terms outlined ahove.

pr— -
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Application Completion

®
F
FAFSA 50‘”26—27 &2 Parent Spouse or Partner of Raya Tran & Bit FAFSA Menu B

Congratulations,

) | |
the FAFSA® Form Is Complete! B _
e Rl Completion

confirmation
S o Track and

Confirm that the student received an email version of this page.

v—

7= The Student Can Track the Status of Their Form
In one to three days, the student’s FAFSA form will be processed and made available to their I I I a I I a g ‘

schools.

The Student Will Receive School Communications

We use the information collected on the student’s FAFSA form to calculate their Student Aid
Index (SAID). The SAI lets schools determine how much aid the student is eligible to receive.
Schools will reach out to the student if they need more information. They will also contact the
student with financial aid offers. Once received, the student can contact their financial aid
offices directly to ask questions about their student aid packages.

MONMOUTH
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FAFSA® Submission Summary

FAFSA 205627 FAFSA Submission Summary

jon Receive Application Prot

A v
Sept 22, 2025 Nov. 15th, 2025 1234

Eligibility Overview FAFSA Form Answers School Information @ Next Steps R = d ft t h
Your Estimated Federal Student Aid e C e I V e a e I e
Federal Pell Grant View All of Your Federal Student Aid in
A Federal Pell Grant is awarded to undergraduate Upt '$4,556 One:Flace:

Viewing Submission 1
Student & Raya Tran ! ing Submission

students who have financial need and who have not View detailed information about your
earned a degree or are in a teacher certification program. federal student loan and grant aid,
Federal Pell Grants don’t need to be repaid. including your enrollment history,
payment history, and subsidized usage.
Federal Direct Loans r
o $4,55 Visit My Aid

A federal direct loan is money lent to you by the
government that you must repay with interest.

n
— Review answers for
You May Be Eligible

Federal Work-Study is a way for students to earn money
to pay for school through part-time jobs on or off campus. Use.College .Scorecar!i o mmp‘"_e
schools by size, location, graduation

rate, and more.
Amounts shown here are only estimates of federal student aid based on full-time a C C u I a C y

enrollment and the average cost of attendance. Your school will determine how much Visit College Scorecard [
student aid to offer you, which may include additional aid from your school or state.

Learn more about financial aid ]
— Make corrections
Keep in mind, this is only an estimate
Always refer to your school’s financial aid offer for a final to
determination of financial aid available. N t t

Your Student Aid Index (SAI)

js an index number calculated using information provided -355
on your FAFSA form.
federal student aid eligibility and to build your financial aid offer.
Your SAI may change if you update or correct your FAFSA
information or after verification (if your FAFSA form was selected
for review). Once your updated FAFSA form is complete and fully
processed, yow'll receive a new FAFSA Submission Summary, which
may include changes to your SAI and estimated federal student aid.

o

What does this mean?

MONMOUTH
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Recommendations

Complete on a laptop or desktop

— Change browser

— Reboot

— Clear cache
Turn off automatic password saving

Make sure the correct contributor has logged in
Read instructions, review before submitting
Involve your student
Ask a financial aid officer!

dati
Recomwen f{gn

f&

This Photo by Unknown Author is
licensed under CC BY

&= MONMOUTH
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Process

Complete any institution specific applications
CSS Profile

— Online application used by some colleges to award non-
federal institutional aid.

— Generally completed in the senior year starting on October
1. Check school for deadline.

— Fee waivers available (based on income).
— Provides a school with more information than the FAFSA.

© CSS Profile

g MONMOUTH
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Process

SAMPLE UNIVERSITY DEPENDENT T

STUDENT AID OFFER EXAMPLE

Estimated Annual Cost of Attendarce (COA] 20292025 Award Year

Receive/Review Fi ial
Costs Payable to the University Other Estimated Costs Outsida Sl:hn-:\:ships :
Tuitian $15.915 Books & Supplies 5820 Schalarships are avadable from many I W r e r
Activity & Tech Fee 31,415 Transportation 51,735 of wass! =5 arents’

Heusing 26,510 Méscellanecus Expenses $9E1

chack with your high schoal guidance

wod 4,000 counselor, the reference sec
yous bibrasy, and orga []
Total Costs 526,040 Tatal Costs b yous hometzwn Receipt of outside
chalarshi ld igini —
Total Estimated Cost of Attendance 831,516 gcrcem-'lis'ﬂ:?:PH N u S a V I S
L J

Payment Plan
Sample University offers a 3-Pay tuition

Schalarships and Grants jrefer to renewal efigibility on your student portal) payment plan for these students wha
need to spread the tuition and fee
2 scrmss the semester
Aid Type Fall 2024 Spring 2025 Annual

Federal Pell Grant $3.248 3247 44,495 Private Student Loan 5 )
upan application approval
tal Educations! £300 $300 $600

Feders! Suppler unian, noasprofit
Oppaortunity Grant or state-based education fimance

L]
Suste Grant 450 5450 5900 argarézations or ooline lende
Merit Based Schalarship £5,500 35,500 $11,000 Federal Parent PLUS Loan — S e a I e
Contingent upon parent applicat u I I l

Institutianal Scholarship $1,500 $1,500 33,000 apyarival, Pt s
histriry. Must be repaid by parent.
Total Seholarships & Grants 510,998 $10,987 521,995 e e e
L For more

aciditional

Provide Additional
S— o, o Documentation

the finances soction of your
student pomal

Aid Type Fall 2024

* Provide required dacuments for
Federal Direct Subsidized Logn® $1,750 verification if applicable

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan® 51,000 * Check mmportant financial sid deadiines
Isted on your student porta —
Total Aid Offared §2,750
Iniversity Is com
3 e o - ro e S S e O a S
; contact o ] ( : l l I I I I
tafl i tha Office of

We look farmerd to serving you at

Estimated outstanding costs not covered by schalarships,
grants and loana.

Aid Type Fall 2024 Spring 2025 Annual Sarmple University and m:!-. you th
best In your seaclam

Federal Wark-Study* 41,500 1,500 $3,000 Please visit wenes
frar other

* Focorsl work-stuchy funds ane Comiugant Lpon Srdieg segloyme

Eamings arm paid tut bweskly

MONMOUTH
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Sources of Aid

Institutional Other
— Merit based — Athletic Scholarships
_ Need based — Outside Scholarships

— Veteran’s benefits
Federal — Resident Assistantships
>tate — Tax Credits

FINANCIAL AID IS
AVAILABLE FROM A
VARIETY OF SOURCES:

¢ The U.S. Federal Government

* Your State Government

* Your College or Career School

* Nonprofit or Private Organization

= MONMOUTH
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Grants and Scholarships

Private Sources
— Think local and global
— Use the Counseling Office’s Resources
— Web Resources
- fastweb.com
= scholarships.com
- salliemae.com/scholarships/
- scholarshipamerica.org

@ MONMOUTH




Types of Financial Aid

TYPES OF FEDERAL STUDENT AID

GRANTS: (FREE MONEY)

GRANTS ARE FREE MOMEY FOR SCHOOL AND ARE DFTEN BASED ON FINANCIAL NEED.

LOANS: (BORROWED MONEY)

WITH FEDERAL LOANS, YOU BORROW NEY YOU NEED AND PAY IT BACK AT A LOW,
FIXED INVEREST RATE. WE PROVIDE T0 STUDENTS AND PARENTS.

SCHOLARSHIPS: (EARNED MONEY)

WHILE WE DON'T DFFER SCHOLARSHIPS, MANY STATES, SCHOOLS, OR OTHER ORGANIZATIONS DO,




Grants and Scholarships

Federal studentaid.gov
— Pell Grant

— FSEOG

— TEACH

State hesaa.org

— NJ TAG

— EOF

— NJISTARS

— CCOG/Garden
State Guarantee

g MONMOUTH
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Loan Programs

Federal Direct Loan Program (students)
Private Education Loan

Federal Parent PLUS
— New borrowers on or after July 1, 2026
- Annual loan limit: $20,000 per dependent student
- Aggregate loan limit: $65,000 per dependent student

— Legacy borrowers may borrow at previous loan limits for the
shorter of

- 3 academic years; or
- Time for student to complete program ‘ﬁ il
S’(.Ude =

P Lo
e
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Change in Circumstances

Have there been changes in your
financial circumstances since 20247

— Job loss

— Unemployment benefits ended

— Loss/reduction of untaxed income
— Unreimbursed medical expenses

Address with the college student plans
to attend

Do not try to change the FAFSA!

V'
-

e
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Direct Data Exchange with the IRS

B An official website of the United States government. FOR DEMONSTRATION PURPOSESONLY @ (8 Help Center English

Federal stUdentAid FAFSA ~ Loans & Grants ~ Repayment ~ Loan Forgiveness ’:_’\ .T, ,-‘:-'-'\ R

®
FAFSA 5825—26 2= Student Raya Tran B Save FAFSAM

[ o]

We're securely importing your information.

We have confirmed your information with the IRS, but you may have to answer
additional questions in the Finances section. Select "Continue” to proceed.

‘ o Success!

] |

2023 federal tax information will be used to complete the
2025-26 FAFSA

&= MONMOUTH
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