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‘We can’t go backwards’: Whatcom educators,
students advocate for better K-12 funding 

Town hall comes as governor proposes cuts to education in
supplemental budget

Jan. 6, 2026 10:30 p.m.

Blaine School District interim Superintendent Dan Chaplik talks about his district's funding struggles Jan. 6

during a town hall meeting at the Blaine Performing Arts Center. (Santiago Ochoa/Cascadia Daily News)
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BLAINE — Students, educators and local legislators agreed on one thing at a school
funding town hall hosted in Blaine Tuesday night, Jan. 6: the state must fully fund K-12
education.  

But with the governor proposing cuts to education funding in a difficult state budget
year, it’s unclear whether that call will make a difference in Olympia.  

About 100 people filled the Blaine Performing Arts Center on Tuesday to hear
from Whatcom superintendents and students about how they’ve coped with funding
challenges, and responses from the 42nd district delegation, Rep. Alicia Rule, Rep. Joe
Timmons and Sen. Sharon Shewmake, on what they’ll do in Olympia this year to solve
some of those challenges. 

It’s the second event put on by Fund Schools Now, a group formed by Blaine parents
frustrated with the impact budget cuts in the district were having on their children’s
education. The group’s mission is to “empower our community to advocate for strong, fully
funded public education,” said Meaghan Doyle, one of the founders. 

“Tonight, we have an opportunity to make it clear that no further cuts to our schools are
acceptable in the short term, and begin to discuss the long-term solutions,” Doyle said at
the start of the town hall. 

About 100 people shuffled into the seats of the Blaine Performing Arts Center for a town hall to discuss

school funding hosted by Fund Schools Now on Jan. 6. (Santiago Ochoa/Cascadia Daily News)

Students from Blaine, Ferndale, Meridian and Mount Baker school districts took to the
podium.  

Josephine Stark, a senior at Blaine High School, said course offerings have been
significantly reduced due to budget cuts, leaving only two Advanced Placement classes.
Electives have been slimmed down, and Stark said there aren’t enough opportunities for
students to push themselves academically. 

“I can speak firsthand on how this has affected my choices regarding college, where to
apply and, at times, if it was even worth it,” Stark said. 

Logan Ignacio, a Meridian School Board student representative, said a lack of funding looks
like “being stuck in a century-old middle school that isn’t going to be rebuilt for probably a
decade,” (referencing the district’s failed bond measure) and “seeing at risk or vulnerable

https://www.cascadiadaily.com/author/santi8arueda98/
https://www.cascadiadaily.com/2025/apr/22/special-election-results-meridian-voters-say-no-to-middle-school-rebuild-bond/


students not get the mental health support they need because there’s only one mental
health counselor in the district.” 

Despite ongoing school funding challenges, Gov. Bob Ferguson’s supplemental budget
proposal contains cuts to education, including reductions to Local Effort Assistance, which
provides extra funding to property-poor districts, the removal of 1,816 slots Transition to
Kindergarten slots starting in the 2026⁠–27 school year, a reduction in school bus
replacement payments and more. The state continues to face significant budget shortfalls. 

From left, Logan Ignacio, a Meridian School District student, addresses the crowd alongside three of her

peers: Josephine Stack, Harleen Malli and Eleanor Okan, students from the Blaine, Ferndale and Mount

Baker school districts, respectively. (Santiago Ochoa/Cascadia Daily News)

Superintendents presented the issue through talking about three buckets of funding where
state dollars are insufficient to cover the need: special education, transportation and
materials, supplies and operating costs (MSOC). 

Blaine reported that it spent $6.2 million on MSOC in 2025, but
only received $2.6 million from the state for that category, forcing the district to dip into
local levy dollars meant for enrichment to cover the gap. Ferndale spent $14.8 million on
special education in 2025, but only received $12.6 million in state funds. 

The result of this underfunding is a lot of hard choices, the superintendents said. Legal
requirements to provide services for every child don’t go away when the funding isn’t there,
Ferndale Superintendent Kristi Dominguez said. So districts do what they have to with less.

Last session, some bumps in funding gave Mount Baker School District an additional
$900,000 for special education, Superintendent Jessica Schenck said. But even with the
bump, the district was still underfunded by $2 million for special education last year.

Other gains from last year have already been erased by inflation, enrollment issues or
staffing costs, said Meridian Superintendent James Everett.  
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From left, Rep. Alicia Rule, Rep. Joe Timmons and Sen. Sharon Shewmake discuss the state’s education

budget. (Santiago Ochoa/Cascadia Daily News)

“We can’t go backwards,” Dan Chaplik, interim superintendent of the Blaine School
District, told the crowd. “It should be a core expectation of every single community that we
build programs that endure, sustain and improve as time goes on. With constant conflict in
funding or commitment to funding, those things are in jeopardy on a yearly basis.” 

Rule, Timmons and Shewmake were in agreement that more had to be done for schools and
promised to continue prioritizing the issue in Olympia this year. Their stories matter,
Timmons said, and would be brought with him down to the state capital. 

“We left [last] session knowing there is more work to do,” Shewmake said. “I’m committed
to continuing this conversation and figuring out, how do we have a stable state budget and
then how do we have stable school budgets?” 

Charlotte Alden is CDN’s general assignment/enterprise reporter; reach her at
charlottealden@cascadiadaily.com; 360-922-3090 ext. 123.
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Assistive technology makes art accessible to all at Cascadia Elementary
Art for All program started in the Ferndale School District in 2024
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