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Central Unified School District Mural Guidelines and Procedure 

 

Purpose  

These guidelines establish a process for approving art murals on Central Unified School District 

property, including their maintenance and lifespan. 

Procedure  

Any proposed physical change (not routine maintenance) involving the application of paint or wall 

art to any part of a district property, regardless of funding source, shall require an applicant to 

submit a Site Alteration Request (SAR). This request must include: 

·    A drawing and details of the proposed project. 

·    A photograph/map showing the building location of the proposed mural. 

·    Funding source. 

·    Timeline of installation with the proposed removal date. 

·    Murals weighing in excess of 15 lbs must provide details for structural backing. 

A mural may only be created with final approval from the District Cabinet. Mural proposals that 

do not meet all criteria and guidelines may be denied or accepted with required modifications. 

Placement  

Murals should enhance and activate the student experience while adhering to the following criteria: 

·    Location: Avoid placement that disrupts the site’s landscaping or maintenance 

requirements. Murals must not obstruct ADA compliance. 
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·    Scale: The mural should not overwhelm adjacent architecture, exceed the height of 

the building, or distract from significant architectural features. The building’s architecture 

must not be altered to accommodate the mural. 

·    Physical Integrity: The mural must not physically damage the building or site, 

such as painting on unpainted CMU (e.g., concrete brick, concrete block, cement block, 

cinder block, etc.). The mural should not require additional structural support or wall 

modifications. 

Conditions 

·    Surface Restrictions: Do not paint over prefinished items, concealed surfaces, 

finished metal surfaces, galvanized metal (other than conduit), or operating parts. 

·    Labels: Do not paint over code-required labels, equipment names, identification, 

performance ratings, or nomenclature plates. 

·    Components: Murals shall not contain electrical or mechanical components or 

changing images. 

·    Durability: The mural must be maintained until removed and painted by a qualified 

artist/muralist with proven experience in using materials suitable for the desert climate. 

·    Materials: Use protective techniques or materials resistant to vandalism and 

graffiti, compliant with all applicable Federal, State, and Local regulations. 

·    Safety: Ensure all painted surfaces are free of lead hazards. 

·    Aesthetic: Colors should be vibrant yet harmonious with the building’s exterior 

and theme. Designs must not be offensive or discriminatory. 

·    Prohibited Content: No advertising, logos, or political messages are allowed. The 

artist’s signature may appear if it does not detract from the mural. 

Maintenance  

Routine maintenance, repair, and cleaning of murals are the responsibility of the Site Principal or 

their designee. The district Maintenance and Operations (M&O) staff will not maintain or repair 

murals due to the specialized resources required. 

A formal maintenance plan should include: 

1.  A schedule of regular inspection. 
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2.  An outline of maintenance activities (e.g., cleaning and minor repairs). 

3.  Documentation of condition, maintenance, and treatment work. 

Vandalism  

Graffiti must be removed promptly and safely to avoid further damage. The removal process 

should be coordinated with the Site Principal or their designee. 

If the Site Principal requests M&O to remove graffiti, the department shall be held harmless for 

any subsequent damage to the mural. 

Removal of Murals  

A mural may be removed under the following circumstances: 

1.  The structure is substantially remodeled or altered, making the mural’s continuance 

unfeasible. 

2.  The mural is older than five years. 

3.  The Site Principal or Coordinator of Visual & Performing Arts determines that the 

mural should be removed. 

4.  Continued maintenance of the mural is deemed unfeasible. 

The site is responsible for all mural removal costs. 


