
 

 

 

Notre Dame Family,  

 

Happy New Year! We began this year with the celebration of the Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God. We recognize the Blessed Virgin Mary, not only as mother of the Lord, but 

we also recognize her as the mother of all. When the Lord Jesus was on the Cross, he told 

the disciple that he loved, “Behold, your mother” and told his mother, “Behold, your son”. 

The Gospel then states, “From that moment, he took her into his home” (John 19:26-27). 

The disciple that Jesus loved is all of us. We are all his beloved disciples and he asks us to 

take Mary into our homes. And because of Mary’s words, “I am the handmaiden of the 

Lord, let it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38), she will lead us to the 

source of salvation, her Son, the God-man, Jesus Christ. 

 

Family, I am so grateful for all the prayers for the Seniors, as they returned from their 

Kairos Retreat. It was a great time of reflection and community. We are grateful to all the 

faculty, staff and alumni who came up, chaperoned and presented. We are especially 

grateful to Mr. Villescas for doing much of the preparation before the retreat. We ask that 

you continue to pray for the Seniors, as they start preparing for their final 2 quarters at 

Notre Dame.  

 

January started with a Retreat for Seniors and we continue to move at a rapid pace. This 

last Saturday, Notre Dame High School welcomed our Catholic sisters and brothers from 

Aquinas for the Winter Holy War. It was a great success and it culminated with the 

celebration of the Holy Mass by Fr. Paul, chaplain of ND and Deacon Antonio Mejico, 

chaplain of Aquinas, assisting. As the Scriptures say, “How good and how pleasant it is, 

when siblings dwell together as one” (Psalm 133:1). Next week, we will be entering 

Homecoming Week, then on Saturday, January 24, at 6pm, we will be hosting our Hall of 

Fame Event. The following week, we will be celebrating Catholic Schools Week here at 

Notre Dame. We ask that you check your Notre Dame website or app for the events 

surrounding these next few weeks.  

 

If you were at the Boys Varsity Basketball game on Saturday and read the letter the 

Administration sent before Christmas break, you are aware that Notre Dame has hired a 

new Athletic Director and new Head Football Coach.  Mr. Ryan Reisbord has joined us 

from Rim of the World and he is well known and highly respected, ultimately being 

awarded the 2024 CIF Athletic Director of the Year. We also announced the return of 

Coach Derrick Johnson, alumni of Notre Dame and Head Coach of Notre Dame Football,  

 

 



 
 

 

 

who won the 2015 CIF Football Championship. We are so grateful to Mr. Reisbord and 

Coach Johnson and their families for being part of the Notre Dame Family.  I ask that you 

continue to keep them and their families in your prayers.   

 

Finally, for the month of November, Notre Dame collected $338,398.27 and spent   

$394,955.65. The reason for the deficit can be attributed to delinquent accounts. This is a 

reminder that for those who have delinquent accounts, this impacts what we can and 

cannot do. I would encourage those who are delinquent to call Mrs. Angel Regadio to 

discuss how this can be resolved before further measures are taken.  
 

As always, I thank all of you and know that you are in my prayers and I ask that you 

continue to pray for our students, faculty, staff, volunteers, benefactors and myself.  May 

the Lord bless each one of you, your loved ones and may we accompany each other to our 

eternal home, the Kingdom of Heaven. Together, we are ND! 

 

Your servant in Christ,  

 

Manuel Cardoza 

Principal, Notre Dame High School     

 

     

 
 


