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Good
budget
news for
a change

It was good news to learn that
the Douglas County School
District and teachers have
worked out a plan that will per-
mit the district to live within 1ts
means.

That doesn’t mean that there
won't be layoffs at the end of the
day, just that the state budget
cuts won' be responsible for
them.

School officials believe that
the district’s enrollment will be
down 189 students next school
year. Since funding is based on
the number of students who
show up for school in
September, Douglas will need
the services of fewer teachers.

The tally now is seven, but
between retirements and resig-
nations, there’ no telling what
the number will end up being.

Those folks would be looking
for work no matter how great
the economy was, because fewer
people with children are living
here than in the go-go years of
yore.

State law allows Douglas to
delay laying off the teachers for a
year, but thats not how we do
things here. We know that a
debt delayed means a higher
payment down the road. Better
to stay ahead and perhaps make
up the difference in the long
run.

Because most of the money
for the schools comes from the
most stable source, property tax,
the recent budget cuts won't
have the impact on the district
they might have had we been
more reliant on sales and gam-
ing taxes to support the schools.

OUR LETTERS
POLICY

I8 Keep your letter to fewer than
500 words. We prefer them typed and
will edit letters for length, spelling and
grammar and accuracy. Thank-you let-
ters are welcome; please keep them
brief.

I The Record-Courier will not publish
letters deemed libelous or in poor taste.

B Send the original to The Record-
Courier. Photocopied letters are unac-
ceptable. Letters can be submitted by
e-mail to editor@recordcourier.com

M Be sure to personally sign the let-
ter and include an address and tele-
phone number so letter can be verified.

B No more than two letters per
month from the same author will be
published.

W if you want to write a guest opin-
ion, contact Kurt Hildebrand a week in

advance.

M Letters are published as space
and time allows. Call 782-5121, ext.
215 for information.
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