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Application Status Disclaimer: Students are responsible for checking each college’s 

application requirements, process, and deadlines. When a student applies to a college, 
that college creates a student account or portal for them. Students must manage all 

communication themselves, including emails, phone calls, messages in the 
application portal, and the sending of test scores. Counselors do not receive any 

updates from colleges about application statuses, nor do they send test scores. 
 

 
 
 



   
 

2 

NDP INFORMATION AND SCHOOL PROFILE 
 
 

Notre Dame Preparatory High School 
9701 East Bell Road 

Scottsdale, AZ  85260 
 

School phone: 480-634-8200 
School fax: 480-634-8299 

School website:  www.ndpsaints.org 
 

CEEB Code: 030392 
  
 
 

Junior Counselor Information:  
 

Lisa McMorrow 
Director of Counseling 

Last names A-F 
lmcmorrow@ndpsaints.org 

480-634-8240 
 

Deanna Larson 
Counselor 

Last names G-L 
dlarson@ndpsaints.org 

480-634-8242 
 

Cal Beneze 
Counselor 

Last names M-R 
rbeneze@ndpsaints.org 

480-634-8215 
 

Annie Clark 
Counselor 

Last names S-Z 
aclark@ndpsaints.org 

480-634-8268 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.ndpsaints.org/
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COLLEGE APPLICATION TIMELINE CHECKLIST 
 
JUNIOR YEAR 

January  • Schedule family/student college planning meeting with Counselor   
• Start applying for private scholarships   
• January 31st - Practice ACT at NDP   

February  • Scoir: Complete career assessments  
• February 2nd - family/student college planning meetings begin 
• February 14th - ACT  
• February 14th-16th - President’s Day Weekend (consider making 

college visits)   
• Common App: Complete “Profile” section  
• Athletes: Send your sports resume and video to college coaches and 

fill out the athletic recruitment surveys on the college websites.  

March  • Scoir: Complete the “Find Your College Match” quiz. Complete 
“College Preferences.” Discover and add colleges to “My Colleges.”   

• Explore and apply for summer opportunities: jobs, internships, 
volunteering, travel, college enrichment programs.  

• March 14th - SAT  
• March 16th-20th - NDP’s Spring Break (consider making college visits)   
• Common App: Complete “Family” section   

April   • Scoir: Research and compare colleges. Keep revising your “My 
Colleges” list  

• April 11th - ACT  
• Common App: Start "Education" section   
• Scoir: Complete and sign FERPA “Waiver of Rights” & “Release 

Authorization”   
• Fine & Performing Arts Students: Explore how the audition and 

portfolio process works for college admission. Build your portfolios and 
audition videos.  

May  • Common App: Complete “Activities” section   
• May 2nd - SAT  
• May 4th-15th - AP exams 
• Ask a junior core teacher in person for a letter of recommendation. Ask 

additional teachers if needed.   
• Scoir: Add the above teacher(s) to your account   
• May 21st - Scoir: Complete Teacher Letter of Rec survey(s) and 

Counselor Letter of Rec Survey. Have a parent complete the Parent 
Survey on NDP’s website   
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SUMMER 2026 

June  • June 6th - SAT  
• June 13th - ACT  
• Complete brainstorming exercises for your Personal Statement 

July  • July 11th - ACT  
• Have college list & application deadlines finalized   
• Research the admission requirements and deadlines for schools on 

your list and create a spreadsheet to organize information  
• Research to see if an interview is offered or required at each school  

SENIOR YEAR 

August  • August 1st – Common App officially “opens”  
• Common App: Complete “Education” section and add all Common 

App colleges to “My Colleges” 
• Scoir: Add all colleges to “Applying” column  
• Keep applying for private scholarships (see financial aid section)  
• Schedule family/student college planning meeting with counselor  
• August 15th - SAT 
• Write your Personal Statement  
• Check in with your letter of recommendation writers  
• Submit in-state applications via college website  

September  • Connect Common App & Scoir accounts 
• Sign up for college visits at NDP  
• September 5th - ACT (Final time to take for the 11/1 deadline)  
• September 12th - SAT  
• Common App: Complete "Courses and Grades" section (if required)  
• Common App: Complete Recommenders and FERPA section in 

“My Colleges” 
• Send Personal Statement to your counselor for review  
• Write Supplemental Essays  
• Set up on-campus or local rep interviews with colleges 

October  • October 1st - FAFSA opens. Complete ASAP. Complete CSS profile 
if required    

• October 3rd - SAT (Final time to take for the 11/1 deadline)  
• Common App: Start “Questions” section under each college in “My 

Colleges”   
• October 14th - Send ACT/SAT scores directly from the ACT/College 

Board website if applicable.   
• Common App: Complete “Testing” section    
• Send Supplemental Essays to your counselor for review  
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November  • November 1st - Early Action Deadline 
• November 1st - Move non-Common App college(s) to “Applied” 

column in Scoir  
• Submit UC and Cal State applications  

December & January • January 1st - Typical deadline for Regular Decision (RD). Complete 
and send out all RD applications no later than mid-December  

• If deferred from an EA school, follow the college’s specific 
instructions to reaffirm your interest in the school 
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DEFINITIONS OF DEADLINES 
Early Decision (ED) 
● November 1st - typical deadline 
● Students receive admissions decisions typically in December/January 
● Binding. If you are accepted, you are committed to attending that university (It’s a 

contract – you need to withdraw all other applications if accepted) 
● Students can only apply to one school ED 

Early Action (EA) 
● November 1st - typical deadline 
● Students receive admissions decisions typically in December/January 
● Non-binding 
● No limit to how many schools you can apply EA 

Restrictive Early Action (REA) 
● November 1st - typical deadline 
● Students receive admissions decisions typically in December/January 
● Non-binding 
● Students can only apply to one school REA. Different colleges have different 

definitions for REA. Make sure to check the school’s website. There may be 
other restrictions - contact your counselor with other questions concerning REA 

Regular Decision (RD) 
● January 1st - typical deadline 
● Students receive admissions decisions typically in February/March 
● Non-binding 
● No limit to how many schools you can apply RD 

Rolling 
● Students can apply any time senior year 
● Students receive admissions decisions typically 1 month after their application is 

submitted 
● Non-binding 
● No limit to how many schools you can apply Rolling 

Priority 
● Some colleges may have earlier Priority deadlines for scholarships, honors 

programs, dorm preference, athletics, arts, or specific majors 
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FACTORS INFLUENCING ADMISSIONS 
DECISIONS 

 
 

Factors for In-State Admissions (ASU & NAU) 
● Students need to complete 16 core courses to be considered for guaranteed 

admission into the public in-state institutions 
Ø 4 English  
Ø 4 Math 
Ø 2 Social Science 
Ø 3 Laboratory Science 
Ø 1 Fine Arts/CTE  
Ø ASU: 2 World Language (same language)  

 
● No more than two (2) deficiencies (“D’s” or “F’s”) on your transcript; no more than 

one (1) deficiency (“D” or “F”) in math or science for guaranteed admission into 
the public in-state institutions 
 

● In addition to being a resident in the State of Arizona, students must meet one (1) 
of the following three (3) criteria to earn guaranteed admission into the public in-
state institutions: 

Ø Graduate in the Top 25% of your class 
Ø 3.0+ unweighted GPA in 16 core courses (2.75+ for NAU) 
Ø 22 ACT or 1120 SAT 
 

● Please note that University of Arizona no longer has guaranteed acceptances, 
but instead has moved to a “holistic application review” more consistent with 
colleges with selective admissions 

Ø 500-word application essay  
Ø November 1st Early Action deadline available  
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Factors for Selective Admissions 
 
Grades - Some colleges will recalculate your GPA using only the unweighted grades 
from English, Math, World Language, Science, and History.  

 
Strength of Curriculum - Colleges are looking to see what courses Notre Dame Prep 
offers and how students challenge themselves within what is available. 

 
Standardized Test Scores - It is important to know if test scores are required for each 
college. Colleges accept either the ACT or the SAT. Please be aware that schools may 
be “test optional” or “test blind.” 

 
Essay - This is where students can showcase their personality and share information 
not already in the application.  

 
Letters of Recommendation - Schools may require teacher and/or counselor letters of 
recommendation. These letters provide insight into how the student operates inside and 
outside the classroom. 
 

Extracurricular Activities - Colleges want to know how you spend your time outside of 
the classroom.  
 

Institutional Need - this “7th factor” is difficult because we do not know what colleges 
will be looking for year-to-year. 
 
Other admissions factors considered:  
 
● Special Talents - This applies mostly to arts and athletics where a sample of 

student work/performance is required. 
 

● Legacy - Some schools give preference based on relatives who are alumni. 
 
● Geographic Mix - A “7th factor” that is hard to predict. Each college is trying to 

have representation from across the country.  
 

● Exceptional Academic Talent - Independent research, a passion project, or 
National Merit recognition may be what singles you out.  

 
● Diversity of Background and Cultures - A “7th factor” that is hard to predict. 

Each college is trying to create a diverse student body. 
 
● Demonstrated Interest - Colleges want to know if you are interested in them. 

This can be attending college visits at NDP, college fairs and webinars, campus 
tours (virtual or in-person), or contacting the admissions team directly.
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National Association for College Admissions Counseling 
(NACAC) College Admission Statistics 
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STANDARDIZED TESTING 
Standardized Testing 

• Begin testing in the second semester of junior year; you may retake tests as 
often as you choose through the winter of senior year. 

• Register for tests online: 
o ACT: act.org 
o SAT: collegeboard.org 

• Colleges require official score reports sent directly from ACT or the College 
Board. 

• Colleges accept your highest score, and some will “superscore,” combining your 
highest section scores across test dates. 

Testing Policy Definitions 

• Test-Required: Students must submit ACT or SAT scores for their application to 
be considered. 

• Test-Preferred: Colleges recommend submitting scores and may give an 
advantage to applicants who do, but it is not strictly required. 

• Test-Optional: Students may choose whether to submit test scores; scores can 
help an application but are not required. Students are not penalized for not 
sending scores.  

• Test-Blind (or Test-Free): Colleges will not consider test scores at all, even if 
submitted. 

SAT  
§ Fully digital 
§ Two (2) sections: Reading & Writing, and Math  
§ Score given out of 1600 possible points 
§ Approximately 2.5 hours  

 
ACT Digital 

§ Three (3) required sections: English, Math, and Reading 
§ Science and Writing portions are optional. Please check the list of colleges that 

require these sections. 
§ Score given out of 36 possible points 
§ Approximately 2.5 hours without Science and Writing portions (recommended: 

take the Science section) 
 
ACT Pencil-Paper 

§ Three (3) required sections: English, Math, and Reading 
§ Science and Writing portions are optional. Please check the list of colleges that 

require these sections. 
§ Score given out of 36 possible points 
§ Approximately 2.5 hours without Science and Reading portions (recommended: 

take the Science section) 
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Schedule and Pricing for ACT & SAT 

 
NDP CEEB Code: 030392 

 
ACT 

 
The ACT Test               $68.00    Writing Add-On Fee  $25.00 
Science Add-On Fee                      $4.00 
 
Test Date Registration Deadline  Late Registration  
February 14    January 9    January 23 
April 11     March 6              March 24 
June 13    May 8     May 29 
July 11    June 5    June 24 
September 19                               August 14                                      September 1 
October 17    September 11   September 29 
December 12   November 6    November 29 

 
 

SAT 
 

The SAT Test            $68.00    
 
Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration  
March 14 February 27 March 3 
May 2 April 17 April 21 
June 6 May 22 May 26 
August 15* ** ** 
September 12*                              **                                                   ** 
October 3*  ** ** 
November 7* ** ** 
December 5*  ** ** 
 
* = Anticipated date   ** = Official dates still to be determined 
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SAT & ACT Prep Classes 
 

To maximize the full benefits of test prep, it is best to begin at least six weeks prior to 
the test date. 
 
The following is a list of different options for test preparation; however, Notre Dame 
Preparatory High School does not endorse any one company for test preparation: 
 
ACT Academy                                                    academy.act.org 
Albert                                                                  www.albert.io 
Fusion Academy                    (602) 661-3721   www.fusionacademy.com  
Kaplan         (480) 967-2967  www.kaptest.com  
Khan Academy                                                   www.khanacademy.org 
Linda Edgar                            (602) 795-6312   www.LindaEdgarTutorandsatprep.com 
Pimentel Academic Service  (602) 494-8443   www.pimentelacademicservices.com  
Princeton Review        (800) 2REVIEW  www.princetonreview.com 
Revolution Prep                      (877) 738-7737  www.revolutionprep.com 
Scottsdale Education Center (480) 538-0828  www.sectutoring.com  
The Test Whisperer                 (602) 909-1345  www.testwhisperer.com 
Vogel Prep                               (480) 990-7374  www.vogelprep.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://academy.act.org/
http://www.albert.io/
http://www.fusionacademy.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.revolutionprep.com/
http://www.vogelprep.com/
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SAT & ACT Comparison Chart 
ACT and College Board have completed a concordance study designed to examine the 
relationship between two scores on the ACT and SAT. These tables do not equate 
scores but rather provide a tool for finding comparable scores. 
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WRITING COLLEGE ESSAYS 
 

The Personal Statement 
What is it? 

• Seven (7) prompts to choose from in Common App 
• Common App essay gets sent to most universities 
• 250-650 words 
• “The essay demonstrates your ability to write clearly and concisely on a selected 

topic and helps you distinguish yourself in your own voice. What do you want the 
readers of your application to know about you apart from courses, grades, and 
test scores?” (Common App) 

Purpose: 
● A chance for colleges to get to know you better outside of your grades and 

accomplishments.  

○ Get to know your personality, goals, values, and/or worldview - what 
makes you, you! 

 

"Dos and Don’ts” directly from College Admission Professionals: 
DO: 
Pay attention to mechanics, but it’s not the main focus. Colleges are looking for 
things like resilience, love of learning, and intellectual curiosity (Brown University 
Admissions). 

Have VOICE be #1. If you were to drop the essay on the floor of your high school, you 
didn’t have your name on it, and someone picked it up, they should still be able to tell 
you are the author because so much of your voice is in that essay. Give your essay to 
someone to read. Have them tell you what impressions they have of you after reading 
(Georgetown University Admissions). 

Show, don’t tell. Admissions counselors want to get to know you; they want to see 
what you are seeing and feel what you are feeling (Brown University Admissions). 

Stick to what you know. This essay does not have to be groundbreaking, of 
publishable quality, or encompass your entire life. The best essays are actually quite 
simple (Yale University Admissions). 

 
 
 



   
 

17 

DON’T: 
Write it like an essay for class. “Essays are for book reports, History papers, and 
What I Did Over Summer Vacation. This isn’t that—it’s your part of a conversation. 
Colleges really want you to visit them in person and spend a couple of hours with you, 
hearing your life’s story. They can’t do that; instead, they want you to write down part of 
that conversation and send it to them. As you write, stop and read what you’re writing 
out loud. Does it sound conversational? That’s the goal.” (Patrick O’Connor, PhD). 

List things already in your application. “This also isn’t the time to recycle your list of 
awards, the classes you took, or any kind of brag sheet. Those things are somewhere 
else, and while they’re important, they’re about breadth. Here, you want depth—a rich 
look at one, maybe two ideas you walk around with.” (Patrick O’Connor, PhD). Don’t 
use what little space you have to just talk about what you did. Talk about why you did 
those things, how those things impact you, and how those experiences have shaped 
your worldview. Focus on one experience or one extracurricular activity and use that as 
a lens to show us how you think, how your world operates, and how you might be on 
our campus (Yale University Admissions). 

Be afraid to be vulnerable. You will be missing out on an opportunity for the 
admissions team to get to know you as best as he/she can (Georgetown University 
Admissions). 

Forget to tie it back to you and your values. Don’t describe an event without 
explaining the significance of it. If you tell a story, explain what that says about you 
(Dartmouth College Admissions). If you talk about someone who inspires you, don’t 
forget to add how that person impacts your life specifically (Brown University 
Admissions). 
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Supplemental Essays 
 

What are supplemental essays? 

• Each college may require extra writing in addition to the personal statement 
• The prompts are specific to that individual university 
• Length varies, sometimes it’s a short answer response, sometimes it’s another 

full essay 

What is the purpose? 

• To determine if you would be a good fit for that university 
• To see how you would add to the student body 
• To gauge your interest in the university 

o Pro tip: if a supplemental essay says “optional,” it’s not actually optional! 
What is the advice? 

• Do your research! Look at their website, list of majors, classes you would be 
taking, professors that seem interesting, organizations you would like to join. 

• Be specific to that school. If your essay can apply to any other university on your 
list, then you have not answered the prompt. 

• Make it personal. Don’t just give a generic answer; these colleges want to get to 
know you. 
 

Essay Writing Resources 
• College Essay Guy  

o www.collegeessayguy.com/ 
• Khan Academy 

o https://www.khanacademy.org/college-careers-more/college-
admissions/applying-to-college#admissions-essays 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.khanacademy.org/college-careers-more/college-admissions/applying-to-college#admissions-essays
https://www.khanacademy.org/college-careers-more/college-admissions/applying-to-college#admissions-essays
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Using AI in College Applications  
As you begin drafting your college admissions essays, you might be considering using AI tools 
to help brainstorm or refine your ideas. While these tools can be valuable, it's important to use 
them wisely and ethically to ensure your essays remain authentic and reflective of who you are. 

How AI Can Help 

AI tools can assist you in various ways, such as: 

• Brainstorming Ideas: Generating prompts or topics that align with your experiences, 
goals, and values 

• Refining Grammar and Clarity: Offering suggestions to improve sentence structure, 
word choice, and overall readability 

• Organizing Thoughts: Helping you outline your essay or structure your ideas logically 

• Providing Feedback: Identifying areas where your essay could be more engaging or 
specific 

Maintaining Authenticity 

Admissions essays are your opportunity to showcase your personality, values, and aspirations. 
While AI can enhance your writing, the voice and content must be yours. Colleges want to hear 
your unique story, not a polished but impersonal product. 

Here are some tips to maintain authenticity: 

• Start with Your Ideas: Draft your essay based on your experiences before seeking AI 
input 

• Use AI for Refinement, Not Creation: Avoid letting AI write the essay for you; instead, 
use it to enhance your own draft 

• Review Carefully: Ensure the final version sounds like you and reflects your personality 

Ethical Considerations 

Colleges expect your application materials to be your work. Relying too heavily on AI or 
misrepresenting your essay as entirely your own could have serious consequences. Use AI as a 
tool, not a substitute for your own effort. 

Balancing Technology and Effort 

AI can make the essay-writing process more efficient but remember that the effort you put into 
your essay is part of what makes it meaningful. Take the time to reflect on your experiences, 
draft thoughtfully, and seek feedback from trusted teachers and your counselor. 

Final Thoughts 

Using AI effectively in your college admissions process requires balance. When used 
appropriately, it can be a helpful resource for polishing your essay. However, the heart of the 
essay must come from you. After all, the story you tell is uniquely yours—and that's what will 
resonate with admissions committees. 

*For additional guidance on writing your college essay or using AI tools responsibly, reach out to 
your counselor or check out our recommended resources. Be sure to check each college’s 
stance for AI use in essay writing. 
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CAMPUS VISIT CHECKLIST 
 

Gather Information 
□ Take part in a group information session at the admissions office and interview 

with an admissions officer. 
□ Collect business cards and names of people you meet for future contacts.  
□ Gather the college’s merit and financial aid forms. 
□ Sit in a class that interests you. If a class is not available, see what the 

classrooms look like. 
□ Talk to a professor in a major that interests you. Set this up in advance of your 

visit. 
□ Ask current students why they chose the college, what they love about the 

college, and what they would change. 
□ Ask students about the college and life on campus, as well as activities they 

participate in. 
□ Make a list of your questions in advance. 

Explore the Campus 
□ Take a formal campus tour. Registration is quick and easy on the college site. 
□ If possible, do an overnight stay (may only be available to accepted students). 
□ Visit the cafeteria, dorm, fitness center, library, career center, bookstore, and 

other campus facilities. 
□ Wander around the campus by yourself. Imagine yourself attending this college. 
□ Sit and observe life on campus.  How do students interact?  How do professors 

interact with students?   
□ Walk or drive around the surrounding neighborhood. 

Check Out Campus Media 
□ Take a copy of the student newspaper. 
□ Scan bulletin boards in the Student Union, Student Center and dorms to see 

examples of student life. 
□ Browse the school’s website and any campus social media platforms. 
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CAMPUS VISIT CHECKLIST 
 
Questions to Ask During Your College Visit 
Tour Guides/Students: 

□ What is your advising program like? 
□ What are the best reasons for going to this college? 
□ What’s it like to go from high school to college? 
□ What do you love about this college? 
□ Is it easy to change your major? 
□ What is the average class size of an introductory class? 
□ Where are the best places to study on campus? 
□ Is there academic support or tutoring on campus? Is it effective? 
□ Are there study abroad programs? Is there one that’s particularly popular? 
□ Is this a commuter campus? 
□ What does the college do to promote student involvement in campus groups, 

extracurricular activities, and volunteerism? 

Professors: 
□ What are your expectations for students in your class? 
□ Are there opportunities for students to do research? 
□ Can professors, graduate students, or upperclassmen mentor a student? 
□ How accessible are you outside of the classroom? 

Financial Aid Office: 
□ How much has your total college cost for each student risen in the past year? 
□ How much do your students usually end up owing when they graduate? 
□ Will my cost go up when your tuition goes up, or can we use the same tuition 

rate I started with? 
□ What kind of need-based financial aid do you offer? 
□ Do you meet 100% of the demonstrated financial need of students? 
□ What information do you require besides the FAFSA? 
□ How many students receive merit-based scholarships? 
□ Can I renegotiate my offer if it’s lower than I expected? 
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SCOIR 101 AND COMMON APP 101 

Scoir: Discover 

Set Your College Preferences 

From Home Screen ⇒ Click "Discover ⇒ Click “Colleges” 

 
 

From "Colleges” ⇒ Click “All Filters” ⇒ Scroll & select Preferences 
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Scoir: Compare 

From Home Screen ⇒ Click “Me” ⇒ Click "Compare Colleges” 

Type in the name of a school under “Add a college” ⇒ Click on the name of the school you’re 
searching for 

 

Type in the name of a different school (or two) school under “Add a college” ⇒ Click on the 
name of the school you’re searching for
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Scoir: Quizzes and Assessments 

From Home Screen ⇒ Click “Discover” ⇒ Click "Careers” ⇒ Click “Your Assessments” 

 

PrinciplesYou Character Assessment: Find out more about YOU! (30 minutes) 
Career Interest Assessment: What do you want to do? (5 minutes) 

 

Scoir: My Colleges - Following 

From Home Screen ⇒ Click "My Colleges” 

 

Click "Add a College” 
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Scoir: Admissions Intelligence (AI) 

Predictive Chances: Want an idea of what your chances may be to get into a certain 
school? Scoir now features predictive admission intelligence (AI). Select a school under 
your “Following” column to pull up the “Admission Intelligence” breakdown.  

 

 

 

How does this work? 
“Predictive Chances are powered by machine learning models trained on de-identified, 
verified historical outcomes from the Scoir network. These predictions take into account 
factors like GPA, test scores, demographics, and geographic location, providing 
personalized insights tailored to each student and college. They are designed to support 
informed application strategies but do not guarantee admission outcomes.” 

The more complete a student’s profile is (AKA: the more information your student 
provides to Scoir, the more accurate Scoir AI becomes).  
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Scoir: Admissions Intelligence (AI) Continued 

Scattergram: For each school, Scoir provides data that is NDP-specific. The 
scattergram allows students to see how they stack up compared with other NDP alumni. 
The filters are adjustable. The star indicates who you are, all the other dots...that’s 
everyone else. The “middle 50%” is the average – that's a good place to look at when 
trying to determine your chances for getting into a certain school. 
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Scoir: My Colleges - Applying 

My Colleges ⇒ Click + ⇒ drag the college you are applying to from “Following” to 
“Applying”. Any school you add to your “My Colleges” in Common App will automatically 
appear in the “Applying” tab once you sync your Scoir profile to your Common App profile. 

 

 

This is required. Your “Applying” section is organized by due date and is visible to your 
counselor and teachers. It lets them know when and where you are applying so they 
can prepare your recommendation letters on time. Adding colleges at the last minute is 
discouraged and may result in a less thoughtful recommendation, as quality letters take 
time to write. 

Indicate whether you plan on applying with or without test scores. If you do plan on 
applying with test scores, it is on you, the student, to submit your SAT/ACT scores to 
whichever institution you want before the application deadline via either 
collegeboard.org or act.org. 
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Common App: Creating an Account and Synching with Scoir 

Go to commonapp.org ⇒ “Create an account”

Select “First year student”
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Common App: Creating an Account and Synching with Scoir 

Fill out all required information
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Common App: Creating an Account and Synching with Scoir 

Select “My Common Application” ⇒ Click “Education” 

 

Fill out all categories within the “Education” section

 
From the Home Screen or “Dashboard” ⇒ Click “College search”
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Common App: Creating an Account and Synching with Scoir 

Type the name of the college you plan to apply to ⇒ Click “+Add”

 

Select “My Colleges” ⇒ Click “General” (this needs to be done for each college) 
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Common App: Creating an Account and Synching with Scoir 

Select the semester you plan to enroll in ⇒ Select application deadline ⇒ click “Continue”

 

 

"My Colleges” ⇒ Click “Recommenders and FERPA” ⇒ Click “Complete Release 
Authorization” 
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Common App: Creating an Account and Synching with Scoir 

Scroll to the bottom of the prompt box ⇒ Check the checkbox ⇒ Click “Continue”

 

 

Grant/waive your FERPA rights ⇒ Sign your name ⇒ Select that day’s date ⇒ Click “Save 
and Close”  
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Common App: Creating an Account and Synching with Scoir 

 

Log into your Scoir ⇒ Click “Me” ⇒ Click “View Profile” ⇒ Click “Connect Common App” 

 

 

Login to Common App using your Common App credentials

  

 



   
 

35 

Common App: Creating an Account and Synching with Scoir 

Select “I agree” ⇒ Click “Connect and continue”

 
Check your Scoir account page (“Me” ⇒ “View Profile”) and make sure everything is 
connected (it should look like this!) 
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Scoir: My Colleges - Applied 

Once you have applied to the school (via any method other than Comon App), click and drag 
the college you have applied to from “Applying” to “Applied” in the “My Colleges” tab. Do not 
move a college to “Applied” before your application is officially submitted (this will be done 
automatically for schools you apply to through Common App once you sync your Scoir profile 
with your Common App profile). 
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Scoir: My Colleges – Applied 

 

 

 

Note: Once you indicate in Scoir that you’ve applied, your counselor automatically gets an email 
from Scoir to send materials (Transcripts, Letters of Recommendation, etc.).  

Additional Note: It can take up to three (3) weeks for an institution to match the materials 
(Transcripts, Letters of Recommendation, etc.) your counselor sent to the institution you applied 
to. Don’t panic if you get an email (usually automated) from the institution stating your 
application is incomplete. The school gets inundated with documents, and it can take a little 
while to match the documents your counselor sent with the application you submitted. 
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Scoir: College Visits 

From Home Screen ⇒ Click "Me” ⇒ Click “Visits & Deadlines” 

 

 

Click “Register” to sign up to attend a visit that the college is making to NDP 
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Scoir: FERPA Release and Waiver 
From Home Screen ⇒ Click "Me” ⇒ Click “View Profile” ⇒ Click “Personal Details” ⇒ Find 
“Scoir FERPA” ⇒ Click “Review and Sign” under “Release Authorization” and “Waiver of 
Rights”

 

 

Click “Granted” ⇒ Click “Sign” 
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Scoir: Requesting Letters of Recommendation (Required)  

From Home Screen ⇒ Click "My Colleges” ⇒ Click “Docs”

 

Click "+ New Request”

 

Start typing a teacher’s name to formally request the LOR
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Scoir: Completing LOR Surveys (Required) 
You (student) will get an email (school email address) from Scoir that looks like this: 

 

Click “Me” ⇒ Click “Surveys” 

 

Note: Letters of Recommendation will not be completed by your Counselor until you 
complete your LOR Counselor Survey. Do not wait for Letters of Recommendation to apply 
to schools. Applications must be submitted before letters are sent. 

Important: Students completing a survey for a teacher does not automatically request the 
teacher for a Letter of Recommendation. The student must formally request the Letter of 
Recommendation for the teacher to be notified of your request. Instructions for how to do 
this are in the “Requesting Letters of Recommendation (LORs) in Scoir” section above. 

*Parent Brag Sheet/Survey is on the Counseling Section of the NDP Website* Parents, please 
fill this out. It helps us so much when writing intentional LORs! 
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OTHER HELPFUL RESOURCES 
MajorClarity 

MajorClarity helps students plan their career and education based on their interests and goals 
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MajorClarity 
Home Page 

 

Personalize Your Account 

- “My Portfolio” keeps track of assessment results, favorites, surveys, and all-

important information. 

Take Assessments 

- Aptitude assessments are a great way for students to learn about career options 
that may be a match for their skills, interests, and values. 

- Clicking on “Assessments” leads you directly to the “Personality and Learning 
Styles” Assessment where students can complete and obtain helpful information 
about possible career paths that match them. 

Explore Careers 

- The “Career Exploration” tab allows you to explore a variety of different careers.  
- Clicking onto specific jobs will show information such as salary, education, 

responsibilities, and more for students to review and evaluate.  

Postsecondary Exploration  

- Use what you find from your career exploration to then help search for 
postsecondary options that offer programs specific to your findings. 
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College Guidance Network 
 

What is College Guidance Network (CGN)? From their website: “We help students and 
those that support them with resources featuring nationally recognized experts and 
experienced professionals who offer insights on essential college and career planning 
topics like career discovery and exploration, college search and fit, developing personal 
resumes and writing effective essays, and understanding finances after high school 
based upon college and career decisions.” 
 
How to Sign Up (Parent) 

 
How to Sign Up (Student) 
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Roadtrip Nation 

• Roadtrip Nation is a free career exploration resource that helps high school 
students connect their interests and passions with potential career paths. 
Through videos, interviews, and interactive tools, it provides real-world insights 
from professionals in diverse fields, showcasing their journeys and the 
challenges they have overcome. For students planning to go to college, it offers 
inspiration, guidance, and a practical understanding of how education aligns with 
career aspirations, encouraging them to take proactive steps toward their goals. 
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Roadtrip Nation Continued 

How to Sign Up 

§ In your browser, go to www.roadtripnation.com 
§ Click “Sign in” in the top right corner 

 

 
- Click “Create an account” 

 

 
 

https://www.roadtripnation.com/
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NDP After-Hours College Application Coach 
 

• Through Flint AI, we have the NDP College Application Coach for students to 
use “after-hours” when their counselor is not available.  

 

• NDP College Application Coach is a virtual application coach to help Notre 
Dame Preparatory students navigate the college application process outside of 
regular counseling hours. This coach provides guidance on college selection, 
application timelines, essay writing strategies, standardized testing preparation, 
financial aid resources, and more based on NDP’s counseling resources and 
additional expert materials. https://app.flintk12.com 
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FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS 
Need-Based 

● Awarded by completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
and (if necessary/requested/required) College Scholarship Service (CSS) profile 

○ Complete FAFSA: studentaid.gov - opens October 1st of every year 
○ Complete CSS Profile: cssprofile.collegeboard.org - additional fee 
○ Utilize 2025 tax return 
○ We recommend every family completes the FAFSA regardless of if you 

believe you will receive financial assistance or not 
● CSS profile 

○ Managed by College Board 
○ May be used by colleges to determine institutional aid  
○ Provides a detailed view of a family's finances, supplementing the FAFSA 

● Given in forms of 
○ Grants - you do not have to pay back 
○ Loans - you do have to pay back 
○ Work study - get paid to have a job on campus 

Merit-Based 

● Awarded based on grades and/or test scores 
● No extra application necessary, every student is automatically assessed for 

merit-based scholarships if grades and test scores have been sent 

Athletic 

● Not for four (4) years - they are renewable each academic year, and may be 
increased, renewed, reduced, or withdrawn 

● Can be awarded in a variety of amounts – from full, to partial, to books 
● NCAA – Div. I & II: www.eligibilitycenter.org 
● NAIA Eligibility Center: www.playnaia.org 

Other Scholarships 
● Based on academic achievement, leadership qualities, community service, 

special talents, acceptance to a specific program, or combination of all 
● May include extra applications, writing essays, sending transcripts, interviewing, 

and/or sending letters of recommendation. 
o Fastweb.com 
o Financial Aid website of each institution 
o NDP Scholarship Database 
o Scholarships.com 
o Goingmerry.com 
o Studentscholarships.com 
o Chegg.com 
o Raise.me 
o Bold.org 
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Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) 

What is WUE? 
The Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) is a tuition-savings program coordinated 
by the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education (WICHE). Through WUE, 
students who live in WICHE member states - including Arizona - can attend participating 
public colleges/universities in other WICHE states at a reduced tuition rate. 

Instead of paying full out-of-state tuition, WUE students typically pay no more than 
150% of the institution’s in-state tuition rate. This can save families thousands of 
dollars per year and significantly expand affordable college options across the western 
U.S. 

Who Is Eligible? 

To qualify, students must: 
 ● Be a resident of a WICHE member state (AZ is included). 
 ● Apply to a participating public college or university outside of Arizona. 
 ● Meet the institution’s specific WUE admission criteria, which may differ from 
general admission requirements. 

Please Note 

WUE is not automatic. Colleges choose: 
● Whether they offer WUE 
● Which majors are eligible 
● GPA and/or test score minimums 
● Application deadlines and processes 

What States Participate? 

WUE includes public institutions in these western states and territories: Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, Wyoming, plus U.S. Pacific Territories. 

How Much Can Students Save? 

Actual savings vary by institution, but WUE can reduce out-of-state tuition by $10,000–
$15,000 per year or more depending on the college. 

Example (for illustration): 

• In-state tuition: $8,000 
• WUE tuition cap (150%): $12,000 
• Typical out-of-state tuition: $22,000 

o Estimated savings: ~$10,000 per year 
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How to Apply for WUE 

Each college handles WUE differently. Students should: 

1. Check the college’s WUE policy on its website. 
2. Confirm if their intended major is included. 
3. Meet academic or deadline requirements (some schools consider WUE 

competitive). 
4. Indicate WUE interest on the application if required (not all schools ask). 

*Some colleges award WUE automatically to all qualified students; others have limited 
spots* 

Things to Know 

● WUE applies only to participating public institutions, not private colleges. 
 ● Switching majors may affect eligibility at some schools. 
 ● WUE cannot be combined with certain merit scholarships at some institutions. 
 ● Colleges may revoke WUE if GPA requirements are not maintained. 

Where to Research Colleges Offering WUE 

Visit the official WUE directory for participating schools and major-specific availability: 
wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wiche.edu/tuition-savings/wue
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NOTES 


