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Faculty Favorites: Holiday Traditions

By Sophia De Alto definitely don’t do that). Senora also, like others, eats
twelve grapes at midnight under the table in hopes of
a prosperous year! I hope she gets everything that she
wishes for!
Another
teacher that has
quite a particular
holiday tradition
is Mrs. Moritz!
Mrs. Moritz, who
1 is Polish, has a
special routine of
opening presents

Happy holidays, Thunderbirds! With the holidays
approaching, we

thought it would '
be interesting to g
get some insight ™ * g

on some of the
traditions that the
staff  members
partake in in the
month of Decem-
ber.

History on Christmas Eve
teacher Mrs. instead of Christ-
Fogarty has a’  mas Day. This
tradition of bak- ~ sounds so fun

ing fifteen dif-
ferent types of
cookies with her
mother and kids!
Isn’t that fun!
They then give
the batches out
to some of their
friends and fam-
ily members, B
then eat the rest. |
I wonder if she
will give out a §
batch to her gov- @ ' :‘
ernment and poli- \
tics class...hint
hint wink wink.
I mean, it is the
season of giving. Anyway, she says how it is “her fa-
vorite part of the holidays.”

Senora Kuwent also has a special tradition of
opening her Christmas presents at midnight! She says
that she enjoyed it more when she was younger, but
now she gets to pass the tradition down to her children
now! Such a fun idea! This is much better than pry-
ing your parents up at 7 a.m. to open them (because I

- because then you
can spend all day
with your new
presents! As a
d Catholic, she also
goes to midnight
mass to celebrate
the birth of baby
Jesus. On a simi-
lar note, she and
her family also do
‘ ¥ not eat meat as a
religious means.

I hope
all these teachers
enjoy their break,
Iy and have fun car-

rying on their very
elaborate traditions! The holiday season is such a beau-
tiful time of year, and I wish everyone a happy holiday,
and a New Year of success.

0 .. o’

)

A (.
§ I

Mprs. Fogarty Celebrates Christmas By Baking Cookies With Her Fami

Winter Chorus

Concert

This past month, the chorus
put on a wonderful holiday-
themed concert.

Winter Activities

Ice skating, watching mov-
ies, baking, volunteering, and
having fun in the snow are all
great ways to celebrate this
festive season! Page #3

Popular Picks:

Holiday Movies
The Tom-Tom polled students
on the best holiday flicks.
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Santa: Man, or
Myth...?

By Samantha Sonders

Santa Claus is a mysterious
man that goes by many names. Kris
Kringle. Saint Nick. Father Christ-
mas. The Really Old Fat Guy That
Somehow Broke Into My House...

But which of these names is
his true persona? Who is the man

The Man Himself

that lies behind the fluffy white
beard, and the soulless, sparkling
eyes? Why doesn’t he age? How is
his skin so clear? What is his skin-
care routine?!? Are the elves union-
ized? When will I ever stop asking
rhetorical questions?

In this issue of the 7Tom-Tom, 1
embark to hunt down Santa’s actual
identity, and expose his conniving
ways using facts and logic...

To begin, I must first assert my
grievances over all that Santa has
done to offend me. One: he annual-

Continued on page #5

School Nurse Toy

Drive
Ms. Storms is holding a holi-
day toy drive.

Page #4
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Winter Olympics

By Valentina Moreno and Megan Sokolov

The 2026 Winter Olympics, also known as
the Milano Cortina 2026, will feature many new
events that aim to bring excitement and fairness
to all athletes. The biggest new sport that will
be introduced is ski mountaineering, known as
“skimo” which will be added to the Olympics
for the very first time in over 20 years. Ski moun-
taineering is a sport in which athletes race and
climb up and down mountain courses, demon-
strating strength, speed, and ability. In addition,
the Olympic events will include a men’s sprint,
a women’s sprint, and a mixed relay. Other new
events are being added to sports that have already
existed in the Games. For example, dual moguls
for both men and women will include skiers rac-
ing next to each other, which will attract more
viewers through the athletes actions and durabil-
ity. Women’s large hill ski jumping and women’s
doubles luge will expand opportunities for all fe-
male athletes. As well as, mixed team skeletons
which feature a male and female athlete, from
the same nation, competing and racing together
in a relay where both of their times determine a
winner, portraying individual skill and also team

strategy. Fans are looking forward to these new
additions and improvements that attempt to cre-
ate a more fair and entertaining Winter Olympics
for all.
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The 2026 Winter Olympics

Is Netflix Buying Warner Bros?

By Gloria Zhan

Recently, there has been news of both Net-
flix and Paramount offering to buy Warner Bros.
After rejecting the offer for a complete takeover
by Paramount, Warner Bros agreed to the of-
fer posed by Netflix as of December 5th, 2025.
However, Paramount could still return with an-
other offer, so the deal is not completely final-
ized yet. Let’s analyze the history behind this
event and what it will entail for us consumers...

Warner Bros Discovery has experienced
some negative mergers with other companies,
leaving it with $53 billion dollars in debt as of
2022. Also, the company switched into the en-
tertainment industry without a business plan,
leading to the replay of old movies, ultimately
continuing to devalue the company. Although
the company was still able to thrive due to its
reputation and containment of iconic entertain-
ment, the debt constantly left issues for the com-

pany.

Netflix and Warner Bros

Paramount previously offered a $108 billion
dollar bid to takeover Warner Bros completely.
The proposed deal with Netflix is only for War-
ner Bros’ film and streaming business. The War-
ner Bros board almost unanimously chose Net-
flix’s deal, believing it will serve in their best
interest. They believe it is well financed and will
offer better long term value for shareholders.

As for Netflix, receiving the film and
streaming business for Warner Bros will give
them access to Warner Bros’ vast content areas
and gain access to those shows and movies for
their subscribers. If Warner Bros agrees with
Netflix’ offer, they would sell their television
networks (CNN and TNT) into a separate com-
pany before the takeover is complete.

It is predicted that the battle for who takes
over Warner Bros will take a few months to re-
solve.

Warner Bros Movies

December 2025
Popular Picks:
Holiday Movies

By Abigail O’Malley

Hello, Mahwah Thunder-Birds! The hol-
iday season is approaching, and with that comes
the nostalgic holiday movies. With the help of
the students from Mahwah High School, we
have our top five favorite holiday movies!

Movie #1: Coming in first is the classic,
Home Alone! Home Alone is the top pick of our
Mahwah High School students. In this movie,
the main character, Kevin, was accidentally
left behind at home by his family during their
Christmas vacation. Kevin was enjoying his
time alone until he encountered two neighbor-
hood burglars who were trying to break into his
house. While Kevin was setting up traps to catch
the burglars, he got over his fear of his next-door
neighbor and became friendly with him before
his family’s return. This movie is a staple and
truly brings a nostalgic Christmas energy to the
holiday season.

Movie #2: Second, we have The Polar Ex-
press! The Polar Express is a family-friendly
movie. The main character in The Polar Express,
Chris, is slowly losing hope in Santa Claus. In
the middle of the night, a magical train appears
in Chris’s front yard, and he boards the train.
The train brings him and several other kids to

The Polar Express

the North Pole. Chris meets Santa and the elves
at the North Pole, which gives him back his faith
and hope in Santa. Watching The Polar Express
is the perfect way to get into the Christmas spirit!

Movie #3 and #4: Coming in at a tie we
have The Grinch and Elf. Both of these movies
are Christmas classics and really set the Christ-
mas tone during the holiday season. In the movie,
The Grinch, the main character, Grinch, and his
devoted dog, Max, live inside a cave on Mount
Crumpet. The Grinches’ hate towards Christmas
grows bigger once Whoville starts increasing
their Christmas spirit. The Grinch and Max set
up a plan to destroy Christmas once and for all,

but it fails. The movie, The Grinch, shows how
Continued on page #4
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By Emilia Cole

As the festive season draws
near, it is not uncommon to see stu-
dents have some free time on their
hands and want to make optimal use
of it during winter break. Though it
may be chilly outside, encouraging
opportunities abound during this
period. In that regard, here are five
fun things that could assist those at
your school to make optimal use of
it.

Ice Skating - Whether at the
local ice rink or at a frozen pond in
the backyard, ice skating is a time-
honored winter activity. It’s an ex-
cellent means of getting some exer-
cise and enjoying the frigid air with
fellow friends. Newcomers can use
the bars for support, and advanced
skaters can opt for spins or races.

Holiday Movie Marathon -
Spending time with friends or fami-
ly members for a home movie night
is one of the best ways to relax and
spend the evening. Whether it is
classic movies such as Home Alone

Winter Activities

or some newer ones, a themed mov-
ie marathon would be a memorable
experience because it would involve
munching popcorn and sipping hot
chocolate during the movies.
Baking Seasonal Treats -
Winter break is a great time to work

with your kids in the kitchen and
try some experimentation. You can
make cookies, gingerbread houses,
and even cupcakes to pass out to
your neighbors and friends to make
them happy for the holidays.
Volunteering in the Com-
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Watching Home Alone Is A Classic Way To Get Into The Christmas Spirit
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munity - Giving back happens in
some form during the holiday sea-
son. Volunteering in food drives,
shelters, or other charities in the
community is an excellent opportu-
nity for the students to give back. It
could be as simple as making cards
for the elderly in nursing homes; it
would certainly bring them joy.

Outdoor Fun in the Snow - If
there is good weather, there is noth-
ing like making snowmen, snow-
ball fights, or sliding down hills on
sleds to capture the essence of this
season. To some extent, these activ-
ities mean having fun, which also
involves some exercises.

The holidays are much more
than a school break; they are op-
portunities to unwind and enjoy.
Whether ice-skating, baking, giving
back to the community, or simply
enjoying a movie night, all of these
activities help the students tap into
the wonders that occur within the
winter season. Now, bundle up with
your friends and make some memo-
ries that will last a lifetime!

Mahwah High School’s Drama Club’s Wish List

By Evan Lerman

Mahwah High School’s Drama Club
has always had an influential role in
the school’s culture. And having re-
cently completed their play “Done
to Death” and already getting ready
for the musical, many both in and
outside the club are looking for-
ward to the holiday season. So for
those who have friends inside the
school’s club, we compiled a list of
what our school’s future Broadway
stars want for the Holidays.

Out of the 20 students who respond-
ed, there was an incredible amount
of diversity visible in different
people’s responses, with a total of
21 gifts being requested. We have
grouped them up into 4 categories
in hopes that they can help you on
your own Christmas search for the
theater freaks close to you! And
even if you haven’t started your
hunt for gifts just yet, I encour-
age you to stick around regardless.
There may be some responses that
intrigue you!

#4: Time with the Special People

There’s nothing more special ab
out the holiday season than its abil-

ity to bring people together. No
matter how far away family mem-

day season. Out of these 3, two of
them listed time with their family

Third On The List, Students Wished for Old Fashioned Tech

bers may live from each other, the
holiday season almost never fails in
dragging them together from half-
way across the country, and some-
times the world, to spend a spe-
cial day with the people they care
about most. It’s truly incredible; so
incredible, that 3 of our 20 respon-
dents listed time with the special
people in their lives as the present
they want the most from their holi-

as their desired gift, and the last of
them listed a “kiss from their crush”
as their desired gift. So know that
even if you can’t afford any pres-
ents, you just being with the people
who love you may just be what they
want the most.

That being said, we still live in a
capitalistic society in which mate-
rialism is heavily encouraged, so if

that last line made you cringe, may-
haps it’s best you keep reading.

#3: Old Fashioned Tech

One of the most intriguing trends
to emerge in the data collected
from this poll was a noticeable re-
surgence in popularity for items
that many consider to be outdated,
and have their function replaced by
“New Tech” which does their job
more efficiently. Yet regardless of
this, it seems that at least in MHS’s
theater department, there is a sig-
nificant number of people who still
find use in this “Old Tech” however,
as a total of 3 people requested an
item from this category for the holi-
day season above all others. Two of
these three listed vinyl records as
their most requested gifts, with both
of them expressing a desire to either
start a collection or expand one, and
our last respondent requested a dig-
ital camera.

So if you have someone in your life
who is into collecting old fashioned
tech, consider checking out Vinyl
Addiction Records located in Ar-
lington, NJ! It’s about a 40 minute
drive from Mahwah, but it’s filled

Continued on page #5
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Popular Picks: Holiday Movies con)

nothing can ruin the true Christmas spirit.
Our second contestant for the tiebreaker
is the movie Elf. This popular Christmas
movie exhibits the true magical spirit that
is felt on Christmas day. The main charac-
ter, Buddy, is on the search for his biologi-
cal father in NYC. The Christmas spirit in
this movie is shown through the uplifting
New York City atmosphere and the hope of
finding his father. Buddy meets his biolog-
ical father, gets a job in New York City and
finally feels like he belongs. Both of these
classics show the true authentic Christmas
spirit and are fan favorites to our Mahwah
High School students.

Movie #5: Coming in at number five,
we have 4 Charlie Brown Christmas! This
movie was created in 1965 and is still re-
vered. In the movie, Charlie Brown is a
young but melancholy boy who tries to
find the Christmas spirit by directing the
school’s play. One of his friends, Linus,
reads a story that inspires them to decorate
a small tree for Christmas. While decorat-
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A Charlie Brown Christmas

Miracle On 34th Street

ing this tree, Charlie realized that Christ-
mas isn’t just about the gifts but about the
love that comes from this holiday. A Char-
lie Brown Christmas accurately shows the
meaning of Christmas and is the perfect
movie to watch with family for the holiday
season.

In addition to our top five favorite
Christmas movies, Mr. Pascal’s all-time fa-
vorite Christmas movie is Miracle On 34th
Street. This is Mr. Pascal’s favorite holiday
movie because it depicts how strong belief
and hope truly is. To get into the Christmas
spirit, Mr. Pascal decorates his house with
lights and different Christmas decorations.
Some things that Mr. Pascal does this to
get into the holiday spirit by decorating his
house, having all his family over for a big
Italian Christmas dinner, and going to the
ice cream shop, Nastos, with his kids and
family. Thank you, Mr. Pascal, for your in-
put on the holiday season.

The Tom-Tom wishes all of you a hap-
py holiday!

Winter Chorus Concert

By Keira Sarkissian

Every year, the Mahwah High School
winter concert is performed in December,
showcasing our talented Thunderbird mu-
sicians, and this year blew typical stan-
dards out of the park. A night full of nota-
ble pieces and exciting performances, this
concert was a resounding success, particu-
larly for our Concert Choir, conducted by
Ms. Morneweck-Fuld. These 67 students
spent countless zero periods working on
musical technique and vocabulary to apply
to their music, and for a whopping 19 of
them, this was their first ever winter con-
cert, making this even more of an achieve-

Hinei Mah Tov

(How Good and Joyous)
Hichichti

Hebrew folk song

Hi- nei mah tov u-ma.na - im
Howgood and joy-ous it s for

she-vet a.chim gam ya . chad.
brothers to dwel to-geth - er

mah—~ fov——o

H - nel
Good and Joy

she-vel a chim gam ya chad.
- ous for brothers to dwell to-geh - er

Hinei Mah Tov, A Featured Song

ment.

Similar to each year, the winter
concert focuses on selections with themes
around winter weather and the upcom-
ing holiday season. The different choir
ensembles sang six pieces in total, three
belonging to each respective theme. “The
First Breath of Winter, arranged by Phyllis
Wolfe White, uses specific musical tech-
niques and imagery to convey the beauty
of wintertime weather, and, according to
Ms. Morneweck-Fuld, was “a nice con-
trast to all the other pieces.” It’s gentle
and slow, which means it requires all the
more precision to perform. “Wintertime
Cheer,” by Jay Althouse, is in the style of
an English madrigal (or carol) and has a
similar theme with a completely different
tone. With interesting texture and percus-
sive “fa-la-la” lines—alongside a literal
percussion solo—this song demonstrates
the excitement buzzing around winter-
time. The treble choir, featuring just the
sopranos and altos, sang an arrangement
of notable poet Robert Frost’s piece “Stop-
ping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening,”
a song that paints a picture with the title

Continued on page #7
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School Nurse
Toy Drive

By Mira Matveeva

This winter the club of Future Medical Professionals
under the leadership of Mahwah High School Nurse Ms.
Storms were able to go through with a great way to get
back to the community — toy drive. Student were able to
collect around a hundred of all different toys over the term
of November and December and donated them for the kids
under care of the Home Health in Saddle Brook, NJ, where
Ms. Storms used to work as a nurse manager prior to joining
us at Mahwah. This organization takes care of various kids
with a variety of complex health situations, where some-
times they would require a nurse with them at all times, as
they are homebound, others require a nurse following them
at school. Through managing cases of about 40 kids since
2020 Ms. Storms got really attached to the families and kids,
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Boxes Of Toys Have Already Been Donated

and when the opportunity to involve the club she recently
took under her wing and her new community into her past
life she did not want to miss it. This amazing opportunity
for the community service appeared for Future Medical Pro-
fessionals students after Ms. Storms has reached out to the
director she used to work with before.

Ms. Storms cannot emphasize enough how full her
heart felt when she saw how generous the Mahwah Com-
munity was, filling up her car to its capacity with the hopes
and gifts for the kids that might need it the most. It took her
and her 11 year old daughter at least six trips to be able to
bring everything into the health office where the toys were
donated. Now the nurse managers will be distributing all of
those toys to the families from Bergen all the way to Hudson
counties, where in some of the places those donated toys can
be the only ones that children may get during this holiday
season.

After seeing the incredible success of this year, Ms.
Storms hopes to be able to continue this action next year
as well, carrying on the idea of being generous and caring,
traits that are particularly important especially in this time
of year.

The Toy Drive Has Been Successful So far
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Mahwah High School’s Drama Club’s Wishlist (ont)

with positive reviews almost universally, per-
fect for the Vinyl collectors in your life. Or, if
you don’t feel like driving or are looking for a
less specific kind of retro tech, consider check-
ing out Retrospekt, an online store which spe-
cializes in selling old fashioned tech of all kinds,
ranging from digital cameras, and even portable
cassette players!

#2: Fashion

Perhaps unsurprisingly, one of the most popular
gifts that teens in the MHS drama club want this
year is clothing, with a total of 5 people request-
ing fashion related items for the holiday season.
Of those 5, 4 of them were directly requesting
clothing, and 1 was for a new watch. This makes
clothing the single most requested item out of
all the items on the poll. So if you’re in doubt
about what to buy your kids this holiday sea-
son, chances are good that you can’t go wrong
with some nice looking clothing. After all, even
if they aren’t particularly into fashion, everyone
likes to look nice every once in a while.

So if you think that a new shirt may actually
be at the top of your loved one’s Christmas list
for once, consider checking out Tipsy Elves for
some nice Christmas themed clothing or an ugly
sweater. Or if you’re in the market for something
more general, Nordstrom is a reliable seller that
has both a physical and online store which spe-
cializes in all elements of fashion.

Honorable Mentions
In this section of the article, I would like to take

a moment to document all the miscellancous
items that people requested on the poll that don’t

fit into any of the trending categories document-
ed. Using items in these categories as a means
to inform what to buy for your theater friends
is unadvised due to their lack of relation to any
significant trends, but we thought they were still
worth listing regardless, just to make sure every
response is given proper documentation.

Anything involving theater - This was a sec-
ond response provided by one of our respon-
dents, who was the only person to list more than
one desired gift. But regardless, it makes sense
that the theater kids would want something the-
ater related.

A Dog - Animals are amazing, especially dogs,
which are better than cats in almost every con-
ceivable way. Good on this respondent for rec-
ognizing that!

Towel Warmer - A bit of niche request, but def-
initely worth it if you like to take frequent baths
or just swim a lot. Personally though? I think I’1l
stick to drying them the old fashioned way.

Ice Skates - Personally, skating isn’t my thing.
But I applaud those who do try it! It’s a very
eloquent sport, one that I personally lack the
eloquence to engage in.

Lego Cars - Ah... To be young again! I loved
playing with toy vehicles when I was a kid, es-
pecially trains and such. Now if only someone
could make a working, life sized lego car, and
got legal approval to drive it, that would be
amazing!

#1: New Tech
I don’t think this result comes as a surprise to

anyone, of course technology is one of the most
popular items that people want this year! I high-
ly doubt that anyone reading this was surprised
by this category taking the number one spot. Al-
though it was technically tied with the fashion cat-
egory, both having 5 respondents requesting items
associated with it, the decision was made to put
New Tech at the top of the list regardless due to
the popularity of the “Old Tech” category, which
technically could have been merged with new tech
to make a much more clear winner in the form of
a singular “Technology” category. With that be-
ing said however, the desired gifts that fall into
this category which were listed by our respon-
dents were quite diverse! With the singular most
requested item being headphones with a total of
two respondents requesting them. The other items
were an art tablet, a new phone, and more cloud
storage, all with one respondent for each request.

So, if you’re in the market to buy someone close
to you some tech for the holiday season, LG Elec-
tronics specializes in home electronics, like TVs,
Laptops, and even laundry machines! As for more
general stores, Amazon, Best Buy, and Target are
all quite popular brands that will almost certainly
have what you’re looking for. Or if all else fails,
you can always feed more money to the absolute
monopoly that is the Apple corporation.

And that marks the end of the MHS Drama Club’s
holiday wishlist! We hope that if you have any dra-
ma dorks in your that are close to you, this article
helped you in your search for gifts! Or if nothing
else, you at least got some enjoyment from read-
ing about what they all wanted for Christmas this
year. Now, this article has reached its end, what
are you waiting for? It’s time to start shopping!

Santa: Man, or Myth...? con)

ly trespasses into my house, and in-
stead of leaving presents he kind of
just sits there for an hour and leaves.
It’s really unnerving. One time I
caught him and I shined a flashlight
in his eyes and he hissed and skit-
tered away. It reminded me of some
sort of large cockroach. I don’t re-
ally know if grown men usually do
that. Is Santa even a man...?

Two: he keeps not putting me
on either the naughty or nice list.
In fact, he made up an entirely new
third list for me called the “meh”
list. Rather than gifts or coal I end
up getting motivational cat calen-
dars (you’re purrfect) and sticky
notes that say “atleast you tried” in
really poor handwriting. They also
come two days late in the mail from
UPS. I wouldn’t mind if T wasn’t
the only one, but it seems that this
is a phenomenon unique to me. And
I’ve now interpreted this to be an

act of war.

Thus, with my reasoning aside,
I can now get into the nitty gritty of
just what creature Santa is. Let’s
start with the basics. Santa lives in
the North Pole, surrounded entire-
ly by small little people that seem
to be an entirely different species
from humans. He is completely cut
off from humanity (unless he’s in
league with foreign governments. ..
I wouldn’t be surprised), and also is
wholly self sufficient. This means
the society he has created must
be quite advanced. He must have
elves delegated to jobs not just in
toy making (doesn’t Temu just take
care of that now?) but also in more
realistic positions such as farming,
building, defense... There might be
different socioeconomic classes of
elves. Perhaps theres a higher class,
comprised of those who design the
concepts of toys-- those who are

scholars, who run the intricacies of
daily life in the North Pole. I mean,
Santa’s workshop is essentially a
factory; there must be people at the
top who oversee it. Santa’s only one
man...
And Santa sits all the way at
the top. He doesn’t have to do any
of the hard manual labor the elves
do, day in and day out. What does
he even do when it’s not Christmas
Eve? I'll tell you: he kicks back,
enjoys a hot-coca on the rocks, and
benefits off the toil of his elves. He’s
an absolute free rider. Who’s to say
he even pays them? Or gives them
health insurance? Paid sick leave?!

Is this beginning to sound like
someone familiar?

Based off of all the data I have
collected, there can only be one true
answer as to who Santa, if he can be
called that, truly is... That’s right,
Santa Claus is Jeff Bezos with a

fake beard and a really big pillow
tucked under his shirt.

There’s simply no other pos-
sible explanation for who this man
could be. It makes sense, think
about it: Bezos manufactures all
of the toys in secret, hiding it un-
der the guise of the workings of the
North Pole-- and then, he transports
the toys to his numerous Amazon
warehouses, where he then hits to
replenish his gift sack on his jour-
ney throughout the world. It also
explains the immortality. I wish I
could say I told you so, but I actu-
ally didn’t tell you anything, and
I’'m just as astonished as you are.
This Christmas, when Kris Kringle
comes knocking on your chimney,
don’t call your parents, call the
cops. It’s Jeff Bezos in a really cool
costume, and believe me, you don’t
want him under your tree.
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By Mira Matveeva

corner, and while students can-

not wait for this
final hour before
the long-needed

winter break, staff |

and teachers in the

school are just as | |

excited for it, with
their own plans
and enthusiasm.
While the
break will bring
a possibility for
students to finally
catch on to sleep,

that seems to be ¥

forgotten in the

time of test heavy |
weeks, it is also -
a great opportu-

nity to spend qual-

ity time with your /.

friends and fam-
ily, which is ex-

Holiday Break Plans

catch up on a lot of personal proj- who’s excited to “get away from Carolina.

ects along the way. His idea of the Mahwah for a little bit,” but in the
Christmas is just around the break is strongly supported by Ms.
Backlemun, who is planning to visit

best way possible, to see his broth-
ers, one from London, second in

actly what a lot of

the faculty plans M

on doing. As Mr. K

Nelson describes &
his busy plans, he §

already has his
days planned out.
Other than taking
a ‘big long break,”
Mr. Nelson plans
to go to his friend’s

house for christmas eve and his
son’s for the Christmas day, and

The Big Apple Is Very Festive This Time Of Year

her family and spent time with her
sister from Chicago, and Mr. Hicks,

North Carolina, and meeting with
the family in the middle — South

December 2025

Some teachers, on the other
hand, decide to take a little more
adventurous break. As Mr. Nahum

quotes, his holi-
days can be de-
scribed by “a
man, a plan, a
canal, Panama,”
one should de-
code this cipher
by themselves.
Mr. Castro sup-
ported that spirit
as well, with his
plans by going
to New York and
visiting ~ some

& museums in be-
& tween meeting

g and  spending
| time with his
family as well.

Whether
“ you decide to
explore your
horizons or stay
at home and get
well-deserved
rest, the staff
of the Tom-Tom
wishes all Thun-
derbirds to have
a great break
and happy holi-
days!

The Tom-Tom

Hopes Everyone Had
A Happy Break!
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alone. A man contemplates continu- Crosby and Fred Astaire. These tive mood for the winter break, and ly are during the wintertime. The
ing on his journey, going through well-known songs certainly got the they were selected so singers would entire choir also sang “Hiney Ma
with his promises to meet some- audience (and choir alike) in a fes- notice how popular these songs tru- Tov,” an upbeat and fun Hebrew
one, or to just rest in the piece celebrating the joy of
snowy forest, succumb- having loved ones together to
ing to rest. Winter truly celebrate Hanukkah. “Hiney
is a beautiful time of Ma Tov” has been a favorite
year, and these songs all of past choirs, and is always
reflected that idea per- a piece that is equally excit-
fectly. ing to perform as it is to lis-

The other pieces ten to. The tenor & bass choir
focused on the winter- § # sang the ever-popular “Feliz

time holidays and fea- g Navidad,” alternating between
tured some more notable
carols, like the medley
between “Happy Holi-
days” and “White Christ-
mas,” two famous pieces
by Jewish composer Ir-
ving Berlin. They’re two
songs that “everybody
should know,” both from
the 1942 classic musi-

cal “Holiday Inn” starring Bing The Concert Chorus Performing

house and spring concert!

I'MLEANIMNG A PLATE OF COOKIES
UNMDER OUR TREE FOR SANTA CLAUS

L L

(:}{9:7
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[T WoORKEDR! T SSw kHIisa lt
I SAW SANTA CLAUDS!

AMD IE T HIPE SOMEFPLACE.
MABY'BE ILL EVEM SET TO SEE HIM .
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Follow us on Insta-
gram (@mhs_tomtom
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lyrics in Spanish and English,
and singing it with just as
much excitement as that song
deserves. All in all, this was
another rousing success from
the Mahwah Concert Choir,
and make sure to see all their
talents at the upcoming coffee



