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Testing

SAT vs. ACT



Test Policies 
at Colleges The Different Types...

Test Optional 
approx. 80% of all colleges (2,000+)
www.fairtest.org 

Test Required
21 private inlcuding some top/Ivy
League
42 public including military academies
and some states like Georgia
certain programs at some universities

Test Blind 
UC schools and others



How can my
child get help?  

Test Prep Opportunities

MHS SAT Courses 
after school
Fall, Winter, Spring offerings 

Revolution Prep / Mahwah HS Partnership 
Small Group Courses 

Revolution Prep FREE PRACTICE EXAMS
ACT - Feb. 28  th

SAT - April 11  th

Monitor our Newsletters!



Extracurriculars
Building a Resume
Depth vs. Breadth
Planning a productive summer 



Letters of Rec
Counselor Letter - complete Junior
Questionnaire

Teacher Letter - request 2 by end of year



College Essays
Personal Statement

Supplemental Essays



Demonstrated 
Interest

Campus Tour & Information Sessions

College Rep Visits



College Research College Research 

SCOIR

College Admissions Websites

Common Data Sets







Rutgers University, New Brunswick



Rutgers University, New Brunswick



Villanova University 



Villanova University 
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Early Action - 
due Nov. 1  or 15  typically - receive
a response by end of Jan.

st th

Early Decision - 
Due NOV. 1  or 15  typically -
RESPONSE BY Dec. 15  - but
binding!

st th

th

Rolling - 
First come, first serve

Regular Decision - 
Due JAN. 1, RESPONSE AS LATE AS
EARLY APRIL

College Deadline Types 



Building a Balanced List 
4 year, 2 year, career education 
In State, Out of State, Public, Private
COST! In state, tuition match, free app weeks
Size, location, major 

College type

Likely, target, reach 
Do your research - SCOIR, Common Data Sets 
Understand nuance 

Balance of
Competitiveness

Early Action, Early Decision, Rolling, Regular
Decision
Pay attention to deadlines and response dates 

Deadline Type 



Junior Timeline: 
Next Steps

Junior Timeline: 
Next Steps

Junior Conference with Counselor - Feb-April

Plan and Prepare for SAT/ACT 

Campus Visits 

Request 2 Teacher Letters of Rec prior to end of year 

Finalize Senior Course Requests

Finish the Year Strong 

Plan to be productive this summer! 



Create Common App Account 

Attend Summer Boot Camps in August - 2 sessions 

Develop draft of College Essay

Narrow down your list of colleges 

Organize deadlines - EA, ED, RD

College Rep Visits in the Fall - see SCOIR

Looking Forward:
Senior Year 

Looking Forward:
Senior Year 



Suggested Reading 



Thank you for attendingThank you for attending




