
 

                      
MALIBU HIGH SCHOOL  

 
MONDAY MESSAGE – January 12th, 2026  

 
This Week’s Schedule:   

Monday, January 12th - Regular Schedule 
Tuesday, January 13th - Regular Schedule 

Wednesday, January 14th - Block Schedule (1,3,5)  
Thursday, January 15th - Block Schedule (2,4,6) 
Friday, January 16th - Minimum Day Schedule 

 
A MESSAGE FROM THE PTSA PRESIDENT 
  
Dear Middle and High School Families, 
We’re looking for a few amazing parent volunteers to join our PTSA Nominating 
Committee for the upcoming PTSA elections—and we’d love your help!  The 
Nominating Committee plays an important role in shaping the future of our PTSA by 
identifying and recommending candidates for our board. It’s a meaningful (and 
surprisingly fun!) way to support our school community and be part of the 
behind-the-scenes magic.   

Email ptsamalibu@gmail.com by January 20, 2026 

We are seeking 3 parent volunteers and 2 alternates to serve on the PTSA Nominating 
Committee, which helps identify and recommend candidates for open PTSA board positions. 



 

Selection: The Nominating Committee will be voted on at the January 20 General Meeting. 

Requirements 

●​ No prior PTSA experience required 
●​ Must be a current PTSA member for at least 30 days prior to selection 

Time Commitment 

●​ 2–3 one-hour meetings 
●​ January–March 2026 
●​ Scheduled at everyone’s convenience 

Interested in being on the PTSA instead? 

Email ptsamalibu@gmail.com — elections will be held in March. 

Thank you for supporting our school community, 

MMS/MHS PTSA  

SCHOOL NEWS AND INFORMATION: 
  

2026 MLK Essay Contest 
In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his enduring belief that education must 

develop both intelligence and character, Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud & Romo 

invites middle and high school students to participate in the 2026 MLK Essay Contest. 

This year’s contest encourages students to reflect on the true purpose of education and 

its role in shaping thoughtful, responsible, and engaged members of society. Through 

thoughtful writing and personal reflection, students are invited to explore how Dr. King’s 

message continues to guide learning, leadership, and character today. 



 

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE? 

The 2026 MLK Essay Contest is open to middle school (Grades 6–8) and high 

school (Grades 9–12) students. Separate divisions ensure age-appropriate 

prompts and judging. See writing prompts below. 

  
HOW TO SUBMIT 

Select the appropriate grade-level writing prompt and share it with students. 

The flyer is available for download below and includes a QR code students can 

use to submit their essays. 

 MLK Essay Contest 

  
DEADLINE 

Essays must be submitted by January 26, 2026. Submissions received after 

the deadline will not be accepted. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL WRITING PROMPT 
(Grades 6-8) 250-500 words 
  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. believed that real education is not only about 
learning facts, but also about becoming a good and thoughtful person. In his 
words, "Intelligence plus character-that is the goal of true education."  
​
In your essay, explain what you think Dr. King meant by this quote. Consider: 
  
In what ways do you seek to expand your intelligence?  
  
What does character mean to you, and why is it important?  
​
Describe a time you used both intelligence and character to make a positive 
choice or help someone.  
​
How can students today honor Dr. King's vision through their actions at school, 
at home, or in their community?  

https://d2lqks04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/I7+113/d2lqKs04/MWYlXlg71LFN5RKkqb2LrD1W4YmM-15H_0CWN5BW0SW3m2nnW95jsWP6lZ3mNW9cVN4T4nT-pDW1b2XNV7qD2ZxVJ2VLk2Clm_xW128Fjs3Qp5GCN6YWBFjmpVQSW7z7kYw1Q9xywW6v62t03ct8SzW6Yc_pc41QGRMW6r0WzR4XVKqkW5q9VFr8hxVzsVhGJ5D4Z_VVzMk8c5ZhXr3dW5c1lPS416yZ_W7Blw6v3Mysj7W1LNSLH8kS9_KW4429qK3hJrt7W9l7nk21fByWkW5JmwqD63pJpJW7l2V8x63cFj_W8Sqyzk3hWfRBW8B1qNW6pCYrWW6gWbsv7yK7_sW1Y4Y7Z5cN5nCW419JZc4YCTL3W7hgQtZ3R4HhsW10llsq1GdkhZW2bbYJb7DXP6RW3-S32D1z7ClJW3Zzgwx3W-XmNW57q8zv1S6N8vf76NmkK04


 

​
Use examples from your own life, history, or current events to support your 
ideas.  

 

HIGH SCHOOL WRITING PROMPT 

(Grades 9-12) 500-700 words 
  
In his 1947 essay "The Purpose of Education," Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
argued that education must develop both "intelligence and character" for 
individuals to contribute meaningfully to society.  
​
In your essay, analyze what Dr. King meant by this statement and discuss its 
relevance today. You may explore:  
  
How schools balance academic learning with the development of values, 
ethics, and responsibility. 
 ​
Why Dr. King believed that intelligence without character could be dangerous.  
​
Ways your educational experiences have shaped both your mind and your 
character. 
​
How Dr. King's message applies to current issues facing students, schools, 
and society. 
 ​
Use thoughtful reasoning, clear examples, and, when appropriate, connections 
to Dr. King's legacy of leadership, justice, and service.  

 
Coffee with the Counselors: Special Guest Speaker 
We are excited to welcome a college admissions representative from Stanford 
University as our next guest speaker for Coffee with the Counselors on January 21 at 
9:00 AM. This is a great opportunity for parents to learn more about the highly selective 
college admissions process, what colleges like Stanford look for in applicants, and how 
families can best support students along the way. We encourage all interested parents 
to attend and join the conversation. 
 



 

HELP THE AGOURA ANIMAL SHELTER THIS HOLIDAY SEASON:  Pets looking for 
their forever homes need your help this holiday season (and always!)  Donations are 
needed for homeless dogs, cats, bunnies, and other animals at the Agoura Animal 
Shelter.  The shelter needs dog food, cat food, dog and cat beds with removable covers, 
kongs, toys, brushes, towels, small blankets, spray bottles, gift cards to Chewy, PetCo, 
PetSmart, Target, Costco, etc. and many other items.  Please bring your donations to 
Mrs. Deshautelle's classroom, C-201, or leave them in the collection box in the main 
office.  Thank you so much for helping animals in need and if you are looking for a new 
furry family member, please consider saving a deserving animal's life and adopting from 
a shelter!  
  

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

  
POMS: POMS returns in the new year on Friday, January 16th at 9:00 am in the Parent 
Conference Center. 
  
MLK DAY: All SMMUSD schools will be closed on Monday, January 19th in observance 
of Martin Luther King Day. 
  
PTSA GENERAL MEETING: The next general meeting of the PTSA will be Thursday, 
January 22nd at 9:00 am in the Parent Conference Center. 
  

COMMUNITY INFORMATION: 

PTSA 

Dare to Prepare Malibu 

🚗 REGISTER NOW | Free In-Person Workshop 

Pre-permit teens & their parents 

Brought to you by MMS & MHS PTSA as part of our #SafeOnPCH initiative 💛 

🗓 Monday, February 9, 2026 



 

⏰ 3:30–5:30 PM 

📍 Malibu Middle School 

Learning to drive is a big milestone — and preparation matters. This FREE, 2-hour AAA 
workshop helps families feel confident before teens get behind the wheel. 

✔️ Graduated Driver Licensing 

✔️ Risks & responsibilities of driving 

✔️ Parents’ role in the learning process 

✔️ How to pick a safe vehicle 

✔️ What to look for in a driving school 

🎁 Free resources & giveaways for attendees! 

🔗 Register at AAA.com/Safety4Teens (QR code on flyer) 

Together, we’re building safer drivers — and safer roads — for Malibu. 

 

BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF MALIBU TEEN CENTER: 
Boys & Girls Club of Malibu (BGCM) is committed to youth and community resilience by 
providing a supportive and inclusive environment where children can thrive 
academically, socially, and emotionally. Through exceptional customer service and 
impactful after-school programs, we focus on academic success, character 
development, and health and wellness, catering to the unique needs of Malibu's youth. 
By addressing the needs of families, we foster a sense of safety, support, and 
community engagement, promoting a brighter future for all! 
 

●​ BGCM Academic Year Enrollment For grades 6th-12th. BGCM is committed to 
providing a curriculum that will include a variety of activities geared towards fun, 
educational, and social experiences.  

 
○​ Due to the impact the fire has had on our community, the Teen Center is 

offering a no cost membership by entering UNIQUE CODE: 



 

TEENMEMBERSHIP25. Click here to enroll and see the attached letter for 
personal testimonial that highlights some of the benefits of joining the 
Club! 
**Please note, you will still need to enter your CC information to process 
the application, but if the UNIQUE CODE is entered, you will not be 
charged.** 

 
○​ Programs include: Kindness Is Free, Manners Matter, Brent’s Club, 

Managers in Training, Career Launch, social emotional wellness, STEM 
based projects, arts & crafts, and more!  

Programs 
Brent's Club is where peers come together to support one another, learn about living 
healthy and drug-free lifestyles, and build leadership skills for the future. Through fun 
activities and open conversations, members strengthen friendships, explore positive 
choices, and take an active role in creating a safe, supportive school community. Next 
meeting: Monday, January 12 — during lunch (lunch is included!) For more information, 
contact: hannahmatheson@bgcmalibu.org​
 
Wellness 
BGCM Wellness Center provides no-cost mental health counseling and social support 
services to our school community. The Wellness Center also provides FREE academic 
tutoring in Math, Chemistry, English, and Social Sciences through our partnership with 
Pepperdine, available during the support period and after school at Malibu High School. 
Stop by to explore the space, meet our new Wellness Center team, and make an 
appointment for any of our services! Click here to learn more and email 
wellnessinfo@bgcmalibu.org or call 310-457-0360 ext 60146 to request services for 
you/your child. 
 
BGCM Long Term Disaster Recovery Services The Boys & Girls Club of Malibu Disaster 
Recovery Center (DRC) in partnership with The Malibu Community Long Term 
Recovery Group (MCLTRG) is here to support Palisades and Franklin Fire survivors 
with long-term recovery services. Our dedicated Care Coordination Team is ready to 
assist those who qualify with: 
 

https://bgcmalibu.formtitan.com/academic-year-teen-enrollment#/
https://bgcmalibu.org/wellness-center/


 

●​ Personalized recovery planning: We will collaborate to identify your most 
pressing current and ongoing needs, creating a recovery plan tailored to your 
individual situation. 

 
●​ Resource connection: We will help you access the latest available support and 

resources by assessing your individual needs and connecting you to available 
resources based on qualifying criteria. 

 
●​ Advocacy: You won't navigate this alone. By understanding community needs, 

we can advocate for increased financial resources for the community. 
To be connected with a Care Coordinator, please email drc@bgcmalibu.org. 
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