Orchard Park High School PTO Meeting Minutes
October 27, 2025 @ 6pm
OPHS Library Media Center

Attendance

Carrie S., MauraW., Brandon P., Katie S., Karen F., Jen D., Deborah K., Dana K., Rich H., Tammy V-
W., Coryn W., Janice C., Erin H., Natalie J., Karry K-B.

Meeting Opened at 6:01pm
President’s Report -Jen D.

Welcome and mention of open positions including Staff Appreciation Lunch - suggestion of
shadowing position, and NHS Induction chairperson.

Vice President’s Report —Jen D. for Erin H.

Facebook has 220 members and there are 138 PTO memberships; this is slightly ahead of last year.
Secretary's Report — Karry K.-B.

Vote to accept the September meeting minutes was put in motion and approved.

Please sign in to our PTO meetings and | will be sending the minutes to attendees for review before
we vote on them at the following meeting.

Treasurer's Report - Karen F.
Review of the October financial report

e Income of general and post prom donations, received the Red Robin fundraiser check,
waiting on Chipotle check

e Expense of the Central Council dues

e Upcoming fundraiser of Red Robin

Principal’s Report - Brandon P.

Change in Yonder pouch procedures — every student is now assigned their own numbered pouch.
Students lock their phones in the pouch with their first period teacher. If students are caught using
their phones, there are procedures in place. Nice how more interaction is occurring in hallways,
lunches, and study halls.

Brandon P. visits with students in Health classes to hear questions and feedback.

Member question - if a student forgets their pouch, how is that handled? Answer —there are lockers
inside the House Office for students to put their phone in.



Member question — are pouches going to be used districtwide? Answer — no, just the high school.
There were already phone procedures at the other grade levels. High school had the most changes
in phone policy. Students are still able to open the pouch to retrieve their phone if needed for
instruction.

Teacher’s Report - Rich H.

Echoed Brandon P. comments on increased interaction among students with cell phones locked
away. Reached out to the teachers for any input for the PTO meeting — none at this time.

Committee Reports
Instructional Leadership (ILC) - Carrie S.

e ILmeeting on Nov. 4 — student data
STAP-Comm - Deborah K.

e Scholarship recipient for music composition camp, Huddle for hunger, Roswell Adopt a
Family.

Member question — are you able to donate directly without purchasing a ticket? Answer — Brandon
P. will find out and provide the information

Building Effectiveness Team (BET) - Maura W.
e Meeting was cancelled

Central Council PTO -Jen D.
e No meeting

Post Prom — 182 responses out of 315 seniors responded to the Post Prom survey. This is a high
response rate and indicates that students are engaged enough to respond. The survey had 4
themes, activities, food, and prizes to respond to, including an area to write-in responses.

Some discussion of the timeframe for Post Prom. Idea to stagger some of the activities occuring
during Post Prom in order to keep students' interest in staying until the end. Post Prom has hosted
about 300 students including their Prom guests.

Question about the venue Michaels — Answer — Brandon P. indicated that Ms. King and Ms. Coats
are the Prom advisors. Possible that there is a >1year contract. Need a large enough venue and not
a hotel.

Old Business -Jen D.

Homecoming coat check —did not need the number of volunteers, have additional wristbands for
future use.



Logging of humanitarian hours discussed. An updated list of approved volunteer locations is
needed. There are locations that are approved but not listed. Member requests to include locations
that are secular/do not have a religious affiliation. Assistance at school events does count for NHS.
Discussion of some locations occurred. Member requests to have the earned hours listed online
for students to see.

Swim unitin gym discussed. The PE department is able to make the local decision on this to
change it. Member requests to allow for options for students instead of a required swim unit. There
are many reasons to move in this direction including the increase in student stress beingin
swimwear and issues with getting long hair wet and management of periods for female students.
The swim team has indicated the negative impact on water quality with the gym students not
rinsing in a shower prior to getting in the pool. Brandon P. discussed the possibility of focusing on
being an active adult and having students find what activities they enjoy continuing to do in the
future.

New Business -Jen D.

Post Prom meeting tomorrow at 6pm, Nov. 20 Red Robin fundraiser, Dec. 9 pick of pre-sale Krispy
Kreme Post Prom fundraiser

Member question —to explain the ELA change for Juniors taking the Regents. Brandon P. and Rich
H. discussed the change and Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday review days leading up to the exam in
January. Different teachers will run reviews each day. There will be exam prep in the classroom
leading up to the exam in January.

Member question — what will be done in class after January. Answer - Rich H. indicated a focus on
other topics. Students can retake the Regents in June if needed.

Member question —is this change in the ELA Regents timing just for this year’s Juniors. Answer —
Brandon P. maybe, other schools have juniors take this Regents in January.

Member question — will there be a final exam. Answer — Rich H. to be determined.

Next PTO Meeting Monday, Nov. 24" at 7Zpm. Post Prom Meeting on the same day at 6pm.
Meeting adjourned at 6:52pm
PTO BOARD Contact Information

President Jen Domzalski jmdomzalski@hotmail.com
Vice President Erin Homer happymume@gmail.com
Secretary Karry Kazial-Backes kazial@fredonia.edu
Treasurer Karen Fuentes karen.fuentes8888@att.net

Minutes Submitted by Karry Kazial-Backes
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