3RD QUARTER - NEWSLETTER

Calendar of Events:

Friday, January 16 -
1°* Grade STEMobile Field Trip

Monday, January 19
No School

Tuesday, January 20
Swim Central begins for KG for 2 weeks

Thursday, January 29
1°* Grade field trip Museum of Discovery
and Science

Friday, January 30
3" Grade field trip STEMobile

Friday, February 6

Spirit Day - Heart Day

4™ Grade field trip STEMobile

6" Grade field trip Pompano Bch High

Tuesday, February 10
Interim Reports

Wednesday, February 11
Class Pictures/Club Pictures

Friday, February 13
Early Release - School out at 12:40 pm

Monday, February 16
No School

Friday, February 20

5™ Grade field trip STEMobile
6th Grade field trip iFLY
Silent Disco Dance - 6 pm

Thursday, March 12

Early Release Day - School out at 12:40 pm

Friday, March 13
Employee Planning Day

COCONUT CREEK K-8

ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE

ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE

Note from Administration:

Attention Cougar Cub Parents,

We are now well into our third quarter of the school
year, a critical time for monitoring student progress
and ensuring success. Parent-teacher conferences
are an important opportunity to discuss your child’s
academic performance and address any areas of
need. We encourage all families to stay informed
about promotion criteria and expectations.

Additionally, consistent student attendance is more
important than ever, as each day of instruction
directly impacts learning and achievement. Thank
you for your continued partnership and support.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact me by email. You can

also reach me at (754) 322-5800.

Proud Principal Reid


mailto:jocelyn.reid@browardschools.com

Free and Reduced Lunch
Complete an application for free
and reduced lunch today!
Breakfast is free for all students
this year. Visit
myschoolapps.com to complete
an application. Add funds to your
school lunch account at
myschoolbucks.com

Volunteer Application

If you are interested in volunteering
on our school campus, please be
sure to register on the district
volunteer website. This application
must be completed every year.

https://www.browardschools.com/vo

lunteer

Attendance:

NEWS FROM THE OFFICE...
Back to School

Drop Off Policy:

Please be mindful of our Item Drop-Off Policy for
the 2025 - 2026 school year. We will accept items
up until 9:00 AM daily. Items may include lunches,
water bottles, snacks, projects, homework, etc.
This policy was established to minimize the
disruptions to our academic day and ensure extra
safety on campus. We thank you in advance for
your cooperation.

Labeling Items:

Please ensure that all personal items are
labeled with the student's name, including
lunchboxes, water bottles, and jackets. This
will help us return these items when lost.

Register to Ride
If you are a bus rider, please register at:
https://www.browardschools.com/register2ride

Attendance matters at Coconut Creek K-8 Academy of Excellence. Regular attendance is a key
factor in a child’s academic success. Regular attendance is when a student attends more than 95%
of the academic school year; this may include up to 8 absences in a 180-day school year. Please
use the school calendar to plan vacations around school days. We understand that exceptions may
arise, but attendance is key to strong student success, and we appreciate your partnership! Please
report an absence to 754.322.5802 or use the Report an Absence link at
coconutcreekk8.browardschools.com/contact/report-an-absence



http://www.myschoolapps.com/
http://myschoolbucks.com/
https://www.browardschools.com/volunteer
https://www.browardschools.com/volunteer
https://www.browardschools.com/register2ride
https://coconutcreekk8.browardschools.com/contact/report-an-absence

SAFETY INFO AND MORE

FOCUS (#/FORTIFYFL

Parents, do you need help

navigating FOCUS? Broward Submit a tip easily via our anonymous

County Schools has you FortifyFL app. Provide as many details as you

covered. can, including names of people involved,
physical descriptions, school name, social

The link below will take you to media handles, etc.

useful information and how-to

videos to navigate the Focus You can download the app or visit

Parent Portal APP. https://www.getfortifyfl.com/ for more

https://shorturl.at/G736n information.

g SAFERWATCH

SaferWatch is a web-based and mobile app system that
enables users to report an incident as it is happening or
submit a tip at a later time. It also provides real-time
communication during the situations.

Visit https://www.saferwatchapp.com/ for more
information



https://shorturl.at/G736n
https://www.saferwatchapp.com/
https://www.getfortifyfl.com/

Welcome to the
gchool Counselor’s Corner
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GRADE LEVEL NEWS

ASD Program:

Our Autism Special Program has recently started our Play Pals Program, and it has been going well.
Our 5™ graders truly look forward to interacting with our students in our program on a weekly basis.

We now look forward to planning and preparing for Autism Awareness and Acceptance month which
takes place in the month of April. Information regarding special activities will be forthcoming to share

with families as they become available.

KINDERGARTEN

Welcome to 2026! Kindergarten students are excited to be back at school and are making great
progress in improving their addition and subtraction skills with numbers from 0 to 20. You can
help reinforce these skills at home by practicing with everyday items.

For example, you might say, "At dinner, we used 3 forks and 4 spoons. How many utensils did
we use in total?"

Our kindergarteners are also working hard to strengthen their reading skills and are learning new
sight words each day. We've been reading and discussing the reasons why writers create stories
and the purpose of storytelling. Soon, we’ll start a new unit about technology and how it can help
us learn.

We are excited about our upcoming field trip to the Broward Center Performing Arts Center. We
are also so very excited to start our swimming in January!

Please continue to encourage your child to read at home every night. Wishing you and your
family a safe, healthy, and happy New Year!



GRADE LEVEL NEWS

1ST GRADE

First-grade students will be reading and comparing stories written from different points of view
to understand how and why people tell stories. Students will learn that realistic stories are
about characters, settings, and events that could exist. Fantasy stories include elements that
could not happen in real life.

Reading is a critical skill for succeeding in all school subjects. Research shows that just 20
minutes a day spent reading will help a child develop critical reading skills. A child spends 900
hours a year in school and 7800 hours at home. Please enjoy reading with your child every day!
In Science, we will be covering Earth’s surfaces and structures and how they relate to our
everyday lives. In Social Studies, the children will be learning about maps and globes and how
they relate to our lives.

Please have your child utilize | Ready at home, if possible. The program supports and builds
upon the concepts and abilities introduced in the lessons.

2nd GRADE

Happy New Year!

We hope students had a restful break because we will be working hard this new year. In the next
unit in Reading, students will be working on finding the Central Idea and Relevant Details in an
informational text.

When reading, find those important details that relate to the title, heading, or chapter. We will be
practicing the Author’s Purpose in a text. Students will use picture clues, headings, and important
details to determine if the author is entertaining, informing, or persuading an audience. Reading
daily will help students with fluency and vocabulary.

In Math, students start learning about Fractions. We are taking shapes and dividing them into
halves, thirds, and fourths. When you're eating your next pizza, talk to your student about how to
divide that pie into equal parts and how many parts were eaten. We will also be learning about
time to the half hour, quarter of the hour, and to the nearest 5 minutes on an analog clock.
Thank you for your continued support!



GRADE LEVEL NEWS

3rd GRADE

Our 3rd graders are growing and learning each day. In ELA classes, we have been learning through
fiction and nonfiction texts. When reading a nonfiction text with your child, discuss the headings,
pictures, captions, and maps to help understand the text better. The Author’s Purpose is another skill
that helps readers dig deeper into the text. Authors write to inform, persuade, and entertain. So, when
reading, discuss the author’s purpose and use the evidence to support the reason. In Math, students
have been practicing adding and subtracting whole numbers with 3-digit and 4-digit numbers with and
without regrouping. In Science, students are learning about Light Energy and objects in the sky (stars
and the Sun). Discussing these concepts with your child to give and show examples to better
understand the world around them. In Social Studies, we have been learning about Geography. We are
learning about what physical features make a region unique.

Uniforms need to be worn daily with shoes/sneakers for safety reasons. Students must bring their
planner/agenda and folder daily for important assignments. Rules and procedures are essential tools
for school. We have a lot to learn in 3rd grade, so cooperation and responsibility are skills that we are
working on daily. Thank you for your continued support. Please reach out to your child’s teacher for any
guestions/concerns.

4th GRADE

Happy New Year! We hope you had a wonderful holiday season. Having completed PM 2, which
helps us set goals for the year, we encourage you to support learning by:

- Reading chapter books at home.

- Ensuring that homework is completed and returned daily.

Here's a brief overview of what we will be focusing on this quarter:

In Reading, students will delve into the impact of technology on society through various informational
texts. Key ideas include:

- The dual effects of technology, both positive and negative.

- The transformation brought by robots and automation in our daily lives and workplaces.

- How societal needs drive technological advancements.



_ GRADE LEVEL NEWS

4th GRADE - continued
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GRADE LEVEL NEWS

5th GRADE

Fifth grade is looking forward to a busy and fun 2026! We have just completed our FAST 2 testing and are

working hard to prepare for the final testing at the end of the school year. On December 9, we visited
JABiztown at Broward College. Students learned about financial literacy, how to run a business, and how to
work cooperatively with fellow employees in the workplace. They were amazing in their roles! In science, we

are finishing up Forces and Motion. We will be moving onto the topic of Weather next. In reading, we are
working on Unit 5: Technology's Impact on Society. In math, we are working on adding and subtracting
fractions. Students should continue to work on their weekly iReady goals at home as well as in school. Please

remind students to come prepared and in the proper school uniform each day. Looking forward to a lot of

growth and progress from all of our 5" graders in the 3" quarter!

Thank you for your continued support,
The Fifth Grade Team

6th GRADE

The first half of the year has been amazing, but we're not done yet! As we head into the last
semester, here are a few things for you to be aware of:

FAST results from PM2 are now available in FOCUS.

Students must wear approved royal blue or black polo tops and khaki or black bottoms daily.
No leggings, sweatpants, jeans, or t-shirts. Outerwear must also be royal blue or black.
Phones must be turned off and stored during school hours. Unauthorized use may result in
confiscation and disciplinary action.

Students must wear their official school ID badge, visible at all times. IDs should be secured
in bookbags when leaving campus to ensure they are available upon return. Failure to
present an ID will result in a lunch detention.

Expect 60—-90 minutes of homework each evening. Parents can help by providing a quiet
workspace and encouraging time management.

Check the FOCUS portal regularly for grades and assignments. Students must complete their
own work; violations of academic integrity will be addressed.

Regular attendance is crucial for academic success. Notify the school of absences and
ensure missed work is completed promptly.

Upcoming assessments: iReady Diagnostic in January,

Next field trip: iFly on February 20, 2026.



KG-5th Specials &
6th Grade Electives

Art Class with Mrs. Bazos

Hello, Coconut Creek K-8 School of Excellence art families. After completing our winter projects of
snowmen, penguins, Rudolph, and the Grinch, we’ve begun learning about the difference between
two-dimensional and three-dimensional art. Kindergartners made pench pots with firing clay. First-
grade students made pinch pots but created silly faces with firing clay. Second graders created a
three-dimensional pencil, made from a paper tube and plaster cloth. Third graders made a coil pot
into a mug using firing clay. Fourth graders used celluclay, recycled paper, and plaster cloth to
create a puffed heart. Fifth graders recently began creating a sculpture bust, one of my favorite
projects. @ Finally, Sixth grade began creating a 3-D piece of cake, complete with decorations!
You’re going to love them! One of my favorite things is the differentiation of each assignment that
each student expresses in their work. Way to go, artists! @Mrs. Bazos

P.E. with Coach Kenney

In Physical Education, students are staying active while building important skills such as teamwork,
sportsmanship, and personal responsibility. Classes focus on developing strength, coordination, and
endurance through a variety of fun games and fitness activities.

Students are learning soccer fundamentals through age-appropriate drills that focus on dribbling,
passing, shooting, and teamwork. These activities help improve coordination, foot skills, and
sportsmanship while keeping students active and engaged.

Our 6™ graders just finished our lesson on CPR, first aid, and learned how to use an AED. Our
students learned hands-only CPR using training mannequins in PE class. Students practiced proper
hand placement, compression technique, and the importance of calling for help, helping them build
confidence and life-saving skills.

*** Please remind students to bring water and to wear sneakers on PE days.



KG-5th Specials &
6th Grade Electives

Media Center with Mrs. Esposito

Media - Students have been busy learning, exploring, and growing in our Media classes!

In Media class, we are participating in the Safer, Smarter Kids program, which helps students build
confidence and personal awareness. Lessons focus on important topics such as safe and unsafe
touch, safe and unsafe secrets, personal power, the right to be yourself, and understanding body
boundaries. These lessons are age-appropriate and designed to empower students to feel safe,
confident, and respected.

Students have also been enjoying Generation Genius science videos, which have been a big hit!
These engaging videos spark curiosity and encourage critical thinking. | am encouraging students
to try simple, safe mini science experiments at home to extend their learning and share their
discoveries with their families.

In the Media Center, students continue to develop a love of reading. Each student may check out
one book every two weeks. Please help your child remember to return their book on time so others
may enjoy it as well.

#® Important Book Checkout Reminder for Parents:

If a book is more than one month past the due date, an obligation is automatically added to your
child’s account in our system. This obligation must be cleared before field trip payments can be
made. My strong preference is always to have the book returned—I do not want families to feel
they need to pay for books whenever possible.

Thank you for your continued support in helping our students grow as readers, thinkers, and
responsible library users. Please feel free to reach out with any questions!




KG-5th Specials &
6th Grade Electives

Music with Ms. Shaheen

Hello Coconut Creek K-8 Parents and Guardians,

My name is Haley Shaheen, and | am the new music teacher. | was born and raised in
Broward County, so it is very exciting for me to come full circle and teach in the same
school system | grew up in. | am a music therapist, so my background is in using music to
work with students with disabilities. | want to thank all of you for welcoming me so kindly in
my first two weeks here. | am very grateful to be a part of the team and looking forward to
making music with our students!

Science Class with Ms. Ryals

K-5 Science Special:

Kindergarten scientists will find out about gravity and objects near and far.

1st grade will learn about Earth’s surface and water safety.

2nd grade will investigate rocks, soil, and weather.

3rd grade will explore light, heat, the sun, and stars.

4th graders will focus on Florida’s resources as well as Earth, moon, and sky patterns.
5th graders will be blasting off to space and learning about weather.

The STEMobile will be joining us again for FREE K-5 in-house field trips. Here are the dates and
activities by grade level:

1st: Friday, January 16, 2026 Urban Engineers

2nd: Friday, January 23, 2026 It’s Electric!

3rd: Friday, January 30, 2026 Solar Power

4th: Friday, February 6, 2026 Everglades Adventure
5th: Friday, February 20, 2026 Space

Theater Elective:

Students have begun rehearsing on the stage for their end-of-year presentations. Dates and times
are yet to be determined.

Donations of used stuffed animal cats and dogs would be greatly appreciated! Please direct them
to Ms. Ryals. Thank you!
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Coconut Creek K-8
Academy of Excellence
Before and After School Childcare Fee List
2025 - 2026

Program Period
Frogram Amount
Aftercare Full Fee $214
SBBC & Sibling Fee $203
Before Care Fee $32
Activity Fee $5
Aftercare Only
Registration Fee $30
LAST DAY TO PAY PERIOD START/END DATES DAYS OF
# SERVICE
Friday, August 8, 2025 1 81172025 -9/4/2025 18
Thursday, September 4, 2025 2 9/5/2025 - 10/1/2025 18
Wednesday, October 1, 2025 3 10/3/2025-10/30/2025 18
Thursday, October 30, 2025 4 10/31/2025-12/3/2025 18
Wednesday, December 3, 2025 5 127472025 - 11372026 18
Tuesday, January 13, 2026 6 1/14/2026 - 2/9/2026 18
Monday, February 9, 2026 7 21M10/2026 - 3/6/2026 18
Friday, March 6, 2026 8 3/9/2026 - 4/13/2026 18
Monday, April 13, 2026 9 411412026 - 5/7/2026 18
Thursday, May 7, 2026 10 5/8/2026 - 6/3/2026 18

** Aftercare Students includes a Registration ($30) and Activity Fee ($5).

** Before Care Registration includes a Registration Fee ($30) Only.

Limited space is available in some age groups! Click below for the online registration:
https://pdmsweb.browardschools.com/PDMSRegistration

If you have any questions, please email Mr. Kenney



https://pdmsweb.browardschools.com/PDMSRegistration
mailto:brian.kenney@browardschools.com

Join Coconut Creek K-8
Academy of Excellence on
ClassDojo

Scan to join our School



