
NEW BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS SWORN IN
On Monday, Jan. 5, the Stow-Munroe Falls Board of Education 
administered the oath of office to newly elected members John 
Moyer and Jason Whitacre and to Tina Merlitti, who was elected 
to continue her service on the Board.

John Moyer is a retired educator with 34 years of experience at 
Stow-Munroe Falls High School, where he taught government, 
economics. Since retiring, Moyer has partnered with Resilient 
Leadership, LLC, training and coaching area school leaders in 
leadership development.

Jason Whitacre was first elected to the Board of Education in 
2017 and served from 2018 to 2021. He earned his Bachelor of 
Arts in political science from the University of Mount Union and 
a Juris Doctor from Case Western Reserve University. He 
currently practices law with Flynn, Keith, & Flynn LLC.

Tina Merlitti currently works for the Summit County Engineer’s 
Office and has more than 28 years of experience in local 
government. She has been active in the Riverview, Lakeview, and 
Kimpton PTAs, served as president of the Akron Area League of 
Women Voters, and coached Stow Parks & Recreation programs.

I am excited to welcome Mr. 
Moyer and Mr. Whitacre to 
the Board and to continue 
working with Mrs. Merlitti. 
Their experience, leadership, 
and commitment to public 
education will be an asset to 
our district.

BUILDING STRONGER PARTNERSHIPS 
THROUGH LISTENING AND LEARNING
I had the pleasure of welcoming our valued SMF 
partners Akron Children’s Hospital, Western 
Reserve Hospital, Cleveland Clinic Akron General, 
and Summa Health to the district for a Listen & 
Learn meeting on Thursday, Jan. 8. The visit 
fostered thoughtful dialogue around our current 
efforts and reaffirmed our shared commitment 
to strengthening this important work as we look 
ahead to the upcoming Strategic Plan ensuring 
we continue to better serve our students and 
families together.

During their time with us, our guests enjoyed an 
up-close tour of the field house and participated in 
thoughtful discussions about student needs, 
wellness, and exciting possibilities for future 
partnerships. We are incredibly grateful for these 
connections and for our shared commitment to 
student well-being and community collaboration.

This meeting was part of my ongoing Listen & 
Learn series, which focuses on bringing 
community voices to the table so we can better 
understand how our schools can grow and 
improve. Over the past months, we have had the 
privilege of meeting with clergy and faith leaders, 
senior living facility residents, higher education 
partners, and district parents. Each conversation 
offers unique perspectives and insights that help 
guide our work and inform our decisions.
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! JOIN 
US AT AN UPCOMING FOCUS GROUP
As part of our strategic planning efforts, we 
invite parents and community members to 
participate in an upcoming focus group. Your 
feedback is vital as we work to better 
understand our current strengths, areas for 
improvement, opportunities, and future 
priorities.

Please join us for one of our upcoming focus 
groups at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 22 at 
Stow-Munroe Falls High School or Wednesday, 
Jan. 28 at Lakeview Intermediate School.  

We look forward to your participation and 
shaping a future vision that reflects the values 
and goals of our district. 

● Boys Varsity Basketball plays at 
Hudson High School on Tuesday, Jan. 13 
and at Solon High School on Friday, Jan. 
16. Both games start at 7:30 p.m.

● Girls Varsity Basketball plays at 
Hudson High School on Wednesday, 
Jan. 14 at 7 p.m. and at Ellet High School 
on Saturday, Jan. 17 at 1:30 p.m.

Stow-Munroe Falls High School recently served as the proud host 
for a full-day Speech and Debate Tournament, welcoming 
students and coaches from schools across Northeast Ohio. The 
event brought together dozens of talented competitors who spent 
the day showcasing their skills in public speaking, critical thinking, 
and persuasive argument across a wide range of events. We were 
honored to welcome visiting schools and look forward to 
continuing this tradition of supporting student achievement.

SMFHS HOSTS NEO SPEECH & DEBATE TOURNAMENT 

● Lakeview Intermediate School’s K-Kids 
(Kiwanis) will have a meeting at 3:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Jan. 13.

● Highland Elementary School’s Marco’s 
Pizza Night will take place on Wednesday, 
Jan. 14.

LIL’ BULLDOGS PRESCHOOL ACCEPTING PEER ROLE 
MODELS FOR 2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR
Children who will be between the ages of 3 and 5 years old for 
the 2026-2027 school year are invited to join Lil' Bulldogs 
Preschool, located at Indian Trails Elementary School. We are 
currently looking for typically developing peer models to join our 
integrated preschool program. This is a wonderful opportunity 
for children to learn, play, and grow in a supportive school 
environment.

Preschool is four half-days per 
week, from Monday through 
Thursday. Tuition is $170 per 
month. Students must live 
within the Stow-Munroe Falls 
School District attendance 
limits, must be able to be 
dropped off/picked up at 
preschool each school day, 
and must be fully toilet 
trained.

Click here for the application.

WITH HEAVY HEARTS, WE REMEMBER MRS. BOSKO
We are deeply saddened by the passing 
of Mrs. Bosko, a devoted teacher at 
Kimpton Middle School. She was a 
cherished member of our school 
community whose commitment to 
students and passion for teaching left a 
meaningful impact on so many lives. We 
extend heartfelt condolences to her 
family, friends, and all who are grieving 
this loss.
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